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EDITOR PREFACE 


R. Marias Merrice, ® the Author of the fol- 
lowing Dialogues, was born in the pariſh of” 
_ Llandewy-Felfrey, in the County of Pembroke, South- 
Hales, A. D. 1684. Of his anceſtors e have no- 
thing memorable, but that his parents were honef 
and piom; a privilege, however, of far greater con- 
ſequence, than any which the moſt flattering tem- 
poral diſtinctions could have conferred, as thereby he 
was favoured with the ineftimable bleſſing of a re- 
| ligious education. When he was firſt convinced of 
fin, or felt the importance of divine truths, I do 
not learn; but he was educated for the miniftry at 
Catrmarthen, under the tuition of the Rev. William 
Evens, who then ſupetintended the Diſſenting Aca- 
demy at that place. 

Warar proficiency he made in learning, there and 
afterwards, we may form ſome judgment of from 
his writings. We do not indeed find in them the 
brighteſt traces of | polite literature, or any extraor- 
A 2 dinary 


3 Os endes e ace ee But as Dr. Dod. 
Sicke, to whom our Author could be no ſtranger, prefers the 
above ſpelling, when in his Leftures he refers to theſe Dialogues, 


and WWW 


g 


: 

: 

1 
"2 

3 
3 

I 

1 

? 

. 


* 
| 1 
. * 
j * 
ö 
ü 6 
= 
CY) 
* 
| G 
7 


- 


iv : The Eviros's PruPACE, - 


- dinary indications of the profound ſcholar ; however, 
we have reaſon to conf that he acquired a com- 
petent ſkill in the three learned languages inſcribed 
upon the croſs, Latin, Greek and Hebrew; and. that 
he was verſed in other uſeful branches of knows 


jledge ſubſervient to divinity. He gbſervingly and 


devoutly contemplated the works of God, having 
pleaſure therein, after the example. of the royal 
Pſalmiſt, which is a truly profitable philoſophy. 
Happy were it, if thoſe miniſters who contemptuouſly 
arrogate to themſelves the excluſive titles of ph:lo- 


| * . and ratienal al vines, would proſecute their 


| 3 ſtudies 
— 1 ern , * 


I is fit from being the Editor's intention to depreciate 


true learning, real ſcience, or any uſeful art; and as he is conſci- 
ous of no ſuch defign, he ſhould be extremely ſorry to be fo miſ- 


pnderſtood, But it grieves him to think, that the bleſſing of im- 
proved knowledge in the preſent day ſhould be abuſed that 


* ' Giterature ſhould | exalt itſelf againſt religion — that the bandmaid 
Thould behave proudly to the mifreſs — aſſuming, the conſequential 


alr, the fupercilious brow, and the indignarit eye, as if humble 


religion were not worthy to wait on her — to think, that this 
modern Diana ſhould be fo ; zealouſly adored, and that her nu- 


s votaties ſhould de aſhamed of the pure religion of Jeſus, 


« Such is the temper of the preſent age, (ſays a living writer 
* who is well acquainted with it) that what is the greateſt glory 


« of any man, is often imputed to him as a weakneſs,” ® Yes, 
ir he lives by © faith, his religion is irrational; and if he ſubmits 


| his underſtanding implicitly to the plain decifions of revelation, | 
xejefting novel, far-fetched criticiſms, he is an incorrigible $:got, _ 
Tax reformation from Poperyy according to the rational taſte, 


was valuable, not becauſe it delivered our forefathers from corrupt 
loſſes, and reſtored purity of de&rine, but becauſe the right of 


28 a judgment was aſſerted, as a way 0 vil and religious 
liberty, N 


; | | 73 Keri i of Sir. Jobs wings 
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ſudies and exert their ſuperior talents, to promote 
the ſame noble end (the glory of God our Saviour,) 
from motives equally praife-worthy, which be aimed 
any in a leſs ſplendid; but, perhaps, more uſeful track; 

A 3 —if 


liberty, and becauſe faperfition yielded the ws 6 brat of deb 
ty; but Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, Meclantthon, Oecalampadius, Bucer, 

Beza, &c. &c. muſt be ſtruck from the catalogue of the ex- 
© cejlent and judicious perſons who have gloried in being Rational 
„ Chriſtians;"”” for they ſo ſubmitted their re-ſan to revelation 

as to give it full credit when it ſays of Chriſt, This is the 
true Cod; and, He is the Propiti atom for our ſins, They believed, 
that three divine. Perſons exiſted in the unity of the Godhead, 

They believed an election of grace, and that the wicked ſhall be 
puniſhed in hell for ever. And did theſe bright luminaries, with a 

noble liſt of proteſtant coadjutors, chriſtian fathers, and heavenly 

minded martyrs; maintain theſe tenets through life and death, 
in their ſtudies and pulpits, in priſons and in flames, becauſe they 

never thought for themſelves, or had no benevolence to their fellow= 

tnen? No: They were men that feared Cad, and therefore, in 
ſpite of corrupt reaſoning, and oppoſition of ſcience falſely ſo called, 

they firmly believed what He pobuively aſſerts of N,, aud hie 
accountable creatures. 

Ir is no ſmall comfort, deen 0 reflect, (ascwithltandiag : 
ſome bold prophecies that Socinus ſhall totally ecliple Atban zus) 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Sun of 71gbteouſneſe, and that all who fear | 
the name of the Lord, in every age, ſhall bebold bis glory, the 
glory ar of the only begotten of the father, full of grace and truth y\- 
though to many  ( ſolemn thought!) be hath been, and will be, 
. fone of flumbling, and a rock of offence, — For my own pat, I, 
ſee no great probability that Socinianiſm will ever gain much 
ground among the people, ſo as to make ſincere and fleady con- 
verts of them, even according to its own avowed notion of con - 
verſion, ,thongh its miniſters and writers may be ' multiplied, n 
would, probably, fall of itſelf in a land of Bibles, were it not for 


ren SG of theſe individuals; for it is, in my 


huable , 
PL Pais TI v' biftory me, of chriſtianity, 


& 
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Af they were indeed lowers and ardent followtre, 
of true wiſdom, inſtead of expending the vigour of 
genius and much precious time, as is offen the caſe, 


0h fading Shen. empty air, n, | 
an : 


kumble opinion, fo 'tafteleſs' a thing, ſo uninſtereſting, fo remote 
from man's conſcious feelings and wants, that it will never 


eaptivate his affections, awaken his seal, rouſe his lethargic out 


with the grandeur of its objects; and therefore, upon their 
own principles, or philoſophically* ſpeaking, it will never ſpread 
as 2 focial and an affeQionate religion, — Do we obſerve among 
them (to borrow Dr. Tay hs words) ſolid, affectionate, powers . 
* fol, lively, awakening preachers ; aiming at the advancement of 
. © real vital religion" in the hearts and lives of men? Are they, 
* particularly, men of great devotion in prayer, uttered, as God 
« enables them, from the abundance of their hearts and offe- 
Ws tions? Men of divine eloquence" in pleading at the throne of 


6 grace, raiſing and melting the affections of their hepers, and 


6 happily inftrumental in transfuſing into their ſouls the fame 
* ſpirit and heavenly gift? Is bis the ground of all their other 
n qualifications ? Are they excellent, becauſe excellent, inſtant, and 
\ fervent in prayer ? Does the preſence and blefling of God ap- 
* pear in their aſſemblies and attend their labours * Are many 


u converted and built up in godlinefs and ſobriety by their prayers, 


„ain, doQtrines and ronverfations ? Rather are they not (% pure 
20 meaſures which have a manifeſt tendency to extinguiſh 
« the which foreign” and Englith reformers kindled, to 
« damp the ſpirit which they enlivened, and to diſſipate and dif- 
* ſolve the ſocieties which they raiſed and formed ?”” Let the 


im Judge, — 
N prin- 


gipal means of promoting it have been, in the hands of the Holy. _ 


Spirit, a reverential dy of the word of God, a6 the infallible | 


Kandard of faith and practice, practical expoſitions of it cloſely 


applied to the conſcience, and judicious ſummaries of chriſtian 
doctrines, drawn up in catechiſms, ſyſtems, &c. — But if theſe 
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* ather (peculations, which are ſeldom conſecrated 
to devotional purpoſes. As to Mr. Morrice, his 


| men eee, aopoer. whey anne" as - 
5 94 the 


n e 6 the plecely Oat 

mean to inculcate cannot be adminiſtered, while we have a = 

fiteral tranſlation of the ſcriptures, — It is not probable that they 

will ever produce a confiſtent devotional commentary on them g 

2 taſk too arduous for mere philoſophic acumen, laboured cri» 

ticiſm, or native genius, Nor is it likely they will be able to 

form a Hm or body of their own divinity, capable of dojng 

any execution, among thoſe who have been accuſtomed to read the 

new teſtament with reverence; and ſhould ſuch a thing appear, 2 

it would not be able, I believe, to ſupport itſelf, becauſe deftitute 

of bones, nerwer and ſpirits ; I mean, ſtrength of arguments, energy 

of motives, and, fo to ſpeak, the living pulſe of animation, whereby 

the ſoul is warmed and quickened for ſpiritual exerciſes, — Their 

moſt - formidable attacks are by the monthly papers, and other 
#4 periodical? | publications, as theſe are diſſeminated far and wide into 
4 all parts of the kingdom; and are ſo much the more dangerous, by 
F reaſon of — the artful inwendas, thrown againſt thoſe who maintaig 

the reformed doctrines, as bigots, narrow-minded, illiberal, abſurd 

— the fige epithets and high encomiums they ſo modefly beſtow 

npon themſelves as rational, liberal, charitable, humane, candidg 


E. &c» Ec. as if, doubtleſs they were the men, and wifi mf dis 
1. _ With then, 
3 Cug1sTIAN reader, as tu Wonldeft maintain the fear and 


CY \ love of thy Maker, a tender conſcience, trye holineſs, ſolid peach 
— of mind, comfort in death, or a cheartul proſpet of being cer 
with the Lerd, be on thy guard againft the baneful influence of 

| the pretended, miſcalled rational ſcheme, which detieth © the Lard- 

41 dba bongbt ther; for, in proportion as thou imbibeſt thee notions, 
| Won 4 man is not born in fins Chriſt is not à DIving Savioury 
% ad can diſpenſe with the breach of his law without an ade- 

e quate ſatis faction, Sc.“ — thy foul will be withered, thy prayers 

| | Bfeleſs and infrequent, thy zeal abated, thy conformity to the lawle(y 
world iagzeaſed, mem 


vii, © The Eviror's Pxevach, 
che ſound divine, the faithful preacher, the edify- 
wh and entertaining writer. 

- HavinG finiſhed his academical ſtudies, he preach- 
ed to a diſſenting congregation at Henllan, not far 
from his native place; in which church, after he 
had preached there for ſome time, an unhappy di- 
viſion took place. What was the immediate cauſe 
of it I am not particularly informed, but have rea- 
ſon to think it originated in difference of fentiment 
reſpecting church diſcipline ; however, party ſpirit 
ran high, and an actual ſeperation ' enſued. Sepe- 
rations are, doubtleſs, diſtreſſing to alk lovers of 
peace and unity, yet zhe/e ſometimes, as the lovers 
of truth, are conſtrained to adopt ſuch painful al- 
te rnatives. It is a comforting reflection, that the 
triumphant Head of the church watches all its mo- 


| tion 3s 


ſecret pride and a ſceptieal humour will take place; to all this will 
ſucceed a contemptuous diſdain of the moſt ſerious chriſtians, 
frunded on the idea of thy ſuperior attainments, or at leaff 
upon the unſetiptural fancy that all men will be faved at laſt, 
however they act here. To do all to the glory of Gcd, to 
_ Slory in the croſs of Chriſt, to ſpend and to be ſpent in his ſer- 
vice, to exhort thy neighbour againft the deceitfulneſs of fin, and 
finful error, will de thy ſtrange work and the averſion of thy 
, foul,, From which — 4 come they from what quarter they 
may, dear reader, the Lord deliver thee. —A fincere regard to 
truth. and its importance, and love to thy precious ſoul, have ex- 
torted from me this note. See Col. ii, 8, 9. Beware li any man | 
ſpoil (make a prey of) you through philoſophy and wain deceit, 

ofter the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, (or ' 
according to the elements of that literature which are ſo much 

regarded in the world) and not after Chriſt, For in bim dwelleth 

all the fulneſs of the Godbead bedily, See a beawenly model, Heb. 

j. 6. — and Rev. v. 11—14. See the obligation to N r 


Matr. vi. * Pſa, ts I2g 


J Eorror's PxEracx. in 
Bons, and over-rules them for good. He and ſeveral 
others accordingly formed themfelves into a ſepe- 
fate church at Khyayceifiaid, a place in the ſame 
heighbourhood, where they continued for ſome 
time under Mr. Morrice's paſtoral care. During his 
ſtay there {about A. D. 1712.) another ſociety was 
formed at Gland aur, a few miles from Rhydyceifiaid, 
and which was contidered for a time as a branch 
of the other; but for many years back hath been by 
far the largeſt : „Conſequently the two churches 
changed ſides, and the original church at Rhydy- 
trifiard became a branch of that at Glander. We 
may here remark, that the old congregation at 
Henllan, enjoying the miniſterial labours of the 
| Rev. Mr. Thomas Morgan, and that at Glandabr, 
under the paſtoral. inſpection of the Rev. Mr. John 
Griffiths, are two of the largeſt diſſenting churches in 
all South Wales: Where it may be truly ſaid, that 
great numbers run to and fro and increaſe know- _ 
ledge. Thus we have often reaſon to ſay of the 
great Ruler of all events, that 


From ſeeming evil, he Rill nds good.“ 


Ir is no uncommon thing for thoſe who are diſ- 

tinguiſhed for miniſterial diligence and faithfulneſs, 

to meet with the cenſure of their brethren, and to 

be treated with opprobrious names. Thus it fared 

with Mr. Morrice, The ſucceſs he met with ſtirred 

up envy, and he was ſoon pointed out by his ene» 

; mies as a ranting preacher, With this pretence, 
| through the heat of the animoſities occaſioned by 
the diſputes of the ſeveral parties, fomented by bi- 

gotry and miſguided zeal, inſtruments were con- 

pived o ſeize him, and to deliver him into the 
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— The Eorros's partes. 


Air ef a pre Nag: Thie was accordingly. os 
ffected; which erde his perſecutors a temporary 
triumph. But the maſter he ſerved ſoon provided 


means to effect his eſcape from this diſagregable 


ſituation; for, by the friendly zeal and addreſs of a 
neighbouring gentleman, he was reſcued, and con- 
veyed by night out of their reach. Thus circum- 
flanced, he went immediately with ſome of his friends 
to Our in Bucks, where the good people there, 
after having ſufficient proof of his mipjſterial ahi» 
lities and holy converſation, would have gladly had 
him for their Paſtor; but ſome obſtructions inter- 
vening, that connection was. prevented, From Olpey, 
he was invited to the independent church at Reqwelf 


in Northamptonſhire; where he afterwards ſettled, auc 
. ſpent the remainder of his days. As it is not cuſ- 
tomary for miniſters, among the ſtricter independents, 


to enter upon a new paſtoral relation without a 
letter of diſmiſſion from the church they before he- 


_ longed. to; he was therefore regularly diſmiſſed from 
the church of Chrift aſſembling at Riygyce;Hgid (who 


had then Mr. Lewis Thomas for their Paſtor) to 
the church at Rowell, November 1, 1714. But it 
3s apprehended that he officiated firſt in the capa- 


city of aſſiſtant to the Rev.” Mr. Richard Daviel. 


Tuis was the part of Chriſt's vineyard which 
providence aſſigned to his cultivation and care, and 


there is ' abundant proof that he was not only la- 
| borious but alſo ſucceſsful in it. He had, parti- 


=... cularly, great ſutceſs, for years after his firſt ſettle- 


ment there, in what every faithful miniſter of the 
goſpel hath much at heart —— winxinG $0vLs To 


CuxrisT, This, indeed, may appear to many pro- 


feſſors 


. Evrror's Pazrgce. x3 


feſfors of religion, in the preſent day of high and 
rapid 114?ROVEMENTS, in chrifianity as well as phi» 
loſophy, as a vulgar, old-faſhioned employ: - Hows 
ever, One who cannot err hath declared, that Hy 
aue winnet} ſouls is wiſe; and it was a triumph 
worthy one who was not behind the chief af the 
apoſtles, that he had e/pou/ed fauls to Chriff, Withe 
out this, in fact, chriſtianity dwindles inte vaig 
parade and fruitleſs ſpeculation. Some faith mis 
niſters are leſs fayoured in this reſpect than others. 
but we may. boldly aſſert, that there are none of 
that deſcription who do not ardently deſire this fruit 
of their labour, Mr. Morrice ſought and obtained 
it, Many were added to the church, and the walte- 
places in this part of Zion were comforted. Happy 
ſeaſons! Who would not pray for them? — Lord, 

let thy tingdam come / | 

Bur theſe days of pleaſing proſperity were fol- 
lowed, in the laſt years of his miniſtry, with clouds 
and troubles. He bad many and great trials from 
looſe walkers ; who were, however, very ſtrictly dealt 
with by the church under his care; the diſcipline, 
while he was their Paſtor, being rigidly (bat ſerip- 
turally) exact. Great oppoſition he met with, alſo, 
from ſome in his congregation, who very zealouſly 
© eſpoyled and propagated the error, that it is not 
the duty of unconyerted deres n in Chriſt; 1 

\ A 6 | on 


_ 


* 1 6Lavity embrace this opportunity of recommending a 

late valuable publication, entitled, The Goſpel of Chriſt worthy of 

' ol acceptatimy by Mr. Andrew Fuller, Where the attentive and 
impartial reader will find the above-mentioned error fairly exa« 
mined, and, in my apprehenſion, fully confuted. Sold by Buck 
4 Ge, Landen ; & Broxen and Si, ih; and Sith, Shell, 
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on which occafion ſome pamphlets were publiſhed on 
both fides. A principal leader of this faction was 
a Mr. Lewis Wayman, who was a member of his con- 
gregation, and who had drawn over ſeveral to his party. 
Though Mr. Morrice was a lover and warm de- 
fender of the doctrines of grace, yet he did not 
connive at /icentiou/ne/s; nay, rather, his ſoul was 


fired within him when he obſerved, that any made 


uſe of pretended grace as a cloak for immoral prac- 
tices; and as all error hath a pernicious effect upon 
the hearts and lives of chriſtians, he juſtly con- 
cluded that it ſhould be ed and vigorouſly 
withſtood, 

Havine thus far conkidered our * in his 
miniſterial qualifications and employments, it may not 
be amiſs to ſubjoin a few words reſpecting his ber- 
Sonal religion. He was indeed a man of God, emi- 
nently devoted to his glory in heart, lip and life; 
as thoſe who knew him beſt have always teſtified, 
That he was ſound in the faith, which was once 
delivered to the ſaints, and earneſtly contended for 
it, is ſufficiently eyident from his writings, whereby 
he yet ſpeaketh. But this ſoundneſs conſiſted not 

in mere ſpeculation, he had an impreſſive ſenſe of 
the importance of divine truths, and experienced their 
transforming influence on his mind. Holineſs ap- 
peared to him beautiful as well as neceſſary; and 
therefore after it he conſtantly breathed. It is 
3 hardly neceſſary to mention, that he was a lover of 
order in the things of God, and that the purity 
of evangelical diſcipline in the churches of Chriſt | 
lay near his heart; of this the preſent publication 
is an awple proof. He not . contended for 
8 ortho- 


: 
N 
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orthodoxy of ſentiment, but ſtrenuouſiy urged, through 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry, an upright and 
heavenly converſation; of which he was a very illuſs 
trious pattern to the flock, That he was of a /ociable 
diſpoſition, and zealouſly (I hope I may add ſucceſs+ 
fully) engaged in promoting /ecial religion, will hardly 
be doubted by any unprejudiced reader of this volume. 
In ſhort, the proſperity of Zion in general, and of 
his own charge in particular, was the ſubject of his 
ardent wiſhes and conſtant ſupplications. — The 
active life of ſo holy a man, and fo uſeful a mi- 
' niſter, muſt doubtleſs furniſh many incidents and 
anecdotes worthy of notice, had we been happily 
acquainted with them, Different perſons have been 
applied to on this occaſion, one of whom writes as 
follows: ** I attempted a ſcrutiny about the que- 
* ries you were pleaſed to ſend me reſpecting Mr. 
& Morrice; after all I could get but a very imper- 
** fet account, becauſe his cotemporaries are gone 
« after him to the land of forgetfulneſs.” And the 
preſent worthy miniſter of the ſame church at Roswell, 
the Rev. Mr. Moſes Gregſon, who came there about 
eight years after Mr. Morrice's death, and who ob 
ligingly communicated what intelligence he could 
procure, tells me, aftet giving a very honourable 
teſtimony, from the information of thoſe who beſt 
knew him, reſpecting his ſoundneſs in the faith, 
his heavenly converſation, &c. ©** That not above 
„% two or three are now living who knew him; 


* and no wonder, ſays he, fince I .haye been with 


« them, through the good hands of my moſt gra- 
* cious God upon me, no leſs than (hirry-cight, 
years, three quarters. 

Wasy 


ti. r — 
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Wazsn nothing very important 1s preſerved, re- 
lative to ſuch worthy perſons, which often happens 
through the careleſsneſs of friends or the injuries of 
time, methiaks the very fragments ſhould be ga- 
thered that nothing more he loſt. We therefore 
beg leave to add a few things further reſpecting his 
Famil) connections. His firſt wife was one Elizabeth 
Humphrey, by whom he had feveral children, who 
all died in infancy. His ſecond wife was E/izabeth 
Buck, of Saffron-Walden, in Ex. by whom be had 
three ſons, Humphrey the eldeſt, Matthias and Ebe+ 
neger, and one daughter named Elizaberch. All his 


children are now numbered among the dead, ex- 


cept Ebenexer, who was brought up to the laws 
lives now at Saffron-Walden, and he poſſeſſes an 
alfluent fortune. Ob! that he had (devoutly adds 
% my informant) a double portion of his moſt ex- 


„ cellerit father's ſpirit.” 


Havixo, through grace, ſerved God in his ge- 


- eration, borne witneſs to his truth with fidelity and 
courage, finiſhed his cogrie and kept the faith, he 


ſweetly fell aſleep in Jeſus Seprember 1, 1738, aged 
54+ He was buried under the communion table of 
his Meeting-Houſe | at | Rexwell, where his laſt wife 
is alſo buried cloſe by him. 

Ir may be expected that I ſhould fay arhiag 
of Mr. Morrice as an Author, for he wrote ſeveral 
ſmall treatiſes, ſome in Engliſh and ſome in Weld, 
He publiſhed a piece entitled The ad and mins 
ments of mercy, giving an account of Mr. John Be- 


; werley, Mr. Thomas Browning, and Mr. Richard | 

Dawvies, all of them Paſtors of the chureh at Rowell 

before him. He publiſhed alſo a treatiſe entitled, 
| | Faith 
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Faith encouraged, being an expoſition of Heb. vi- 
4—6, 10, 26. and 1 Johr i. 16+ Another diſcourſe 
on the Uppardonable bla/phemy, or fig againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, com Matt. xii. 31, 32- Alſo Medi- 
tations ou the great defign of Chriſt, from 1 Tim, 1. 

15, — The work of the Holy Spirit in prayer, from 
Rom. vigi- 26, = Some ſermons on Evangelical love. 
He had a long and ſmart controverſy with Dr. 
publications in Welk were, Cywir @& Ffgddian, by 
way Of Dialogue. A tranflation of Chauncy's Faru 
of Godlineſs, and Dr. Over Brigf Inflrudtion mom - 
But his principal performance is, Social Religion ar. 
emplified, whieh was a work of time, and the reſult 
of no ſmall degree of attention and experience, 
It hath heen faid, and it is highly probable, that 
though the names in this book are feigned, many 
of the chareders were real; and that while he was 
giving an idea! repreſentation of the church at 
Cuaerludd, or London, he had a reference to many 
ral adh, that had fallen under his own notice, and 
ia Which he was perſonally concerned. What the laſh 

Editor" of the Life of Mr. Philip Henry * (Rev. Fob 
O#ton ) ſays of that Book, is literally true of this, 
s* Three Ps of it have been WY fold, which 


„Aer edifying F 
religious world, rn 
$hould any be induced to purchaſe it on this recommendation, they 
will find that it deſerves the frongef 3 — that it -is a g - 
dejineation of primitive chriſtianity and the power of godlineſs j 
where facial religion, as well ay perſonal holineſs, are drawn it 
the life and eminently exemplified ; — where, in 3 word, the doce 
trine of the hfe of God in the foul of man a firiking 
proof, and a 3 ——— Shrewwrr 


wi Fe Ebrron's PETA 
te js an uncommon mark of public regard to ſueh 


* * 
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1 may add, that now and Fw among the brights 
1 en 


© a deſign. It has been long out of print, difficult to 
*© be procured, and much fought after by perſons of 
« very different religious ſentiments amd perſuaſions.”” 
One of theſe editions Mrs. Cooke, of TOs | 


ton, had printed at her own expence. 


- I 89ALL now beg leave to make Tome obſerva- 
tions on the work and the preſent edition of it. 
When I. firſt peruſed it I could not help obſerving, 
that the Author's 4 gan was excellent, which was 
to exemplify — and in exemplifying to promote 
Social RELIIOION. The plan adopted for this pur- 
poſe ſeemed, alſo; happily ealculated to anſwer this 
important end, as it is well adapted to excite and 


| preſerve the attention, to inform the judgment, and 


to intereſt the affections of the generality of religi- 


' ous readers. The execution of the plan; | likewiſe; + / 


is not deſtitute of many excellencies. The diverſity 


of characters intfoduced, the happy intermixture of 


inſtruction and delight, and à pleaſing variety made 
ſubſervient to the unity of deſign, are viſible through 
the whole. But I alſo obſerved, that as the Author 


had many excellencies, he laboured under ſome ob- 


vious defects; among which | reckoned the tedious 
prolixity and needleſs repetitions that ſo often oc 
curred. Sometimes a quaintneſs of expreſſion and 
ſtyle ſeemed capable of amendment, without treſ- 
paſling too much on our Author's mode of writing; 
nor was it apprehended, that a ſentence awkwardly 
turned, though in the mouth of a mechanic or pea« 
ſant, was at all neceſfary to conſtitute the ſimpli- 
city of narration or familiarity of dialogue. Perhaps 
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eſt colours of genuine piety, a tincture of bigotry 
diſcovered itſelf. Some /entiments, too, which the 
generality of orthodox chriſtians looked upon as in- 
defenſible peculiarities, ſtood in their way as obſta- 
cles to their pleaſure and improvement. Among 
theſe I reckon his notion of the ab/olute ſalvation 
of the children of believers, his fingular argument 


for the right of infants to bapti/my and ſome other 
matters perhaps of leſs conſequence. It hath been 


therefore my endeavour, in this edition, to preſerve 
the beauties and uſeful parts of the book entire, and 
to expunge as far as practicable, whatever appeared 
deficient, redundant, or exceptionable. A few occa- 
fional mores are added, ſometimes with a view to 
qualify a rigid ſentiment, at other times to contract 


- laboured defenſe of a - precarious point into a 


ſmall compaſs; and wheri that is of an argumen- 
tative nature, his arguments and proofs are arranged 
under proper heads, that nothing of importance 
might be omitted: For, as our Author hath ſome 
admirers in thoſe things that appeared to me un« 
worthy of a place in the body of the work, it 
might have been diſpleaſing to ſuch to have his 
thoughts entirely ſuppreſſed. By this method, though 
the book be reduced in bulk, the whole ſubſtance 
of it is preſerved. And I believe I may ſay, that 
there is ſcarce a fingle idea of real value in the for- 
mer editions, which is not included in this; at 
leaſt this was aimed at. Some notes of a miſcellane- 
ous nature are alſo ſubjoined. ; | 
I- Havs hinted already at the deficiency obſerv- 
able in the /anguage of the original, accordingly ſome 


| liberty hath been taken with it; but to render it 


quite 


: 


Srl Cie one Pravites, 


quite unexceptionable to modern refinement hath not 
been attempted, as being equally impracticable and 
unneceſſary. Theſe Dialogues were not at fir 
compoſed, nor ate they now publiſhed, with a view 
fo ſolicit the e applauſe of mankind, but to ſubs 
ſerve their moſt /ab/antia/ intereſts; the low and 


- Hliterate not excepted. Theſe have fouls, precious 


and immortal, Their intereſt and capacity, manners 
and circumſtances ſhould be conſulted, Brilliancy 
of wit, compaſs of thought, depth and ſublimity of 


ideas, are often found — without CHalsr the hops 
of glory, The beauties and the charms of language, 


the elegant and the nervous diction, the ſweeteſt har« 
mony of periods and the juſteſt ſymmetry of parts, 


with all the imaginable graces of compoſition, arg 
daily found totally unconneQed with he one thing 


rdf. Many have poticifed them to an aſtoniſhing 
degree, while their precious ſouls (themſelves in the 
moments of diſſolution being witneſs) have been ſtaryed 


to death, Literary glory had been their chief good, 


after uus they hungered and thirſted, and upon this 
they daily fed: ' But death, the great teacher death, 


awoke them, gad behold it was a dream! Whereas 


many unlet tered cottagers (mortifying reflection to 


the pride of ſcience!) determined not to know any 


thing fave Jeſus Chrift and him crucified; with ruſtick 
phraſes, broken accents. and a throbbing heart, are 


. obſerved preſſing into the kingdom of God. This fa- 
miliar "treatiſe hath a peculiar reſpect to their im- 


provement. Nevertheleſs ſhould any of ſuperior ge- 
nius and - taſte condeſcend to give it a peruſal, it is 


| hoped they will find through the whole 2 natural 
. feplicity with which they will not be a vc: 


= 
— 
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fome ſtrokes jnimitqb(y en. with which they will 


be delighted. 
I xvsx not qmit taking porice of the see 
of he n 3 
e 


Thus ang. adh in joiving asser the dle ſors 
and fictitious hiſtory. — © Dialogue writing may be executed in 
* gen ways, either as direct converſation, where none but the 
e ſpeakers appear, — er 438 the recital of 2 converſation, here 
* the aythor himſelf appears, and gives an account of what paſſes 
« in diſcousſe,” (BTA Lectures on Rhapric and Belles Letirets 
Left. xxzviji.) In the following gialogyes, our author hath in 
my opiniop, happily united the advantages of d theſe ways. 
% A dialogpe, continyes the fame ingenious author, when it i 
« well conducted, js much more difficult in the execution th 
Aer For it eq uiten more, than merely the 
introduction of different perſans ſpeaking in Is 
2 NN con- 
* zerſation ; exhibiting the charafter and mangers ef the fetal 
« ſpeakers, and faiting to the charzRer of each, that peculiatity 
® of thought and egpreſſſon which di in | 
« — But the greateſt part of modern dialogye writes are no 
idea of any campoſition of this fort z and bating the qurward 
« forms of converſation, and that one anſwers, 
© 4s apts ths Rn bo If ths etdes 
« out the whole, He fets up a Philatbes, perhaps 
* latheosy of an A and a By who, gfter mutpal cam 
« after admiring the fineneſs of the morning or evening, and 
„5e hens aan, ter ons: dag nes as | 
« cerning ſome grave matter; and all that we know farther of 
eee 
© jng, no doubt, and of good principles 3 and * 
« man of ſtraw, ſet up to propoſe ſame trivial objections ; oves 
« which the firſt gains à moſt entire triumph, and leaves bis 
« ſceptical gntagoniſt at the end moch humbled,” and, generally 
e convinced of his error, This is a very frigid and infipid man- 
A 


111 
f 
; 
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{itſelf it muſt be owned, is no certain proof of the 
excellence of a work, as there are authors originally 
bad as well as goods but if the ally * of it be 
| praiſe 


— 


& thing, which we ths the anther eatnct ſupport.” ¶ Thid, ] How 
far the following work is executed in fuch a manner as to an- 
ſwer theſe equitable demands, and to avoid the faults here pointed 
out, muſt be left to the judgment of the impartial publick,— 

4 In fact ( fays Dr. Brais, in the abovementioned lecture) 
&« ffitious biftories might be employed for very uſeful purpoſes. 
& They furniſh one of the beſt channels for conveying inftruce 
« tion, for painting human life and manners, for ſhewing the 
& errors into which we are betrayed by our paſſions, for render- 
« ing virtue amiable and vice odious. The effect of well con- 
* trived tories, towards accompliſhing theſe purpoſes, is ſtronger 
&« than any effect that can be produced by fimple and naked 
* inſtruction; and hence we find, that the wiſeſt men in all 
6 ages have more or leſs employed fables or fiftions, as the ve- 
« hicles of knowledge. — It is not, thereſore, the nature of this 
. N of writing, conſidered in itſelf, but the faulty manner of 
s its execution, that can expoſe it to any contempt, . Lord 
* Bacon takes notice of our taſte for fictitious hiſtory, as a proof 
« of the greatneſs and dignity.of the human mind. He obſerves 
« very ingeniouſly, that the objects of this world, and the com» 
© mon traih of affairs which we behold going on in it, do not fill 
« the mind, nor give it entire ſatisfaction. We ſeek for ſome- 
« thing that ſhall expand the mind in a greater degree; we 
& ſeek for more heroic and illuſtrious deeds, for more diverſified 
„and ſurpriſing events, for a mote ſplendid ordet of things, a 
% more regular and juſt diſtribution of rewards puniſhments 
* than what we find here; becauſe we meet not with theſe in 
« true hiſtory, we have recourſe to fiftitiouss We create worlds 
* according to our fancy, in order to gratify our capacious defires; 
* accommodating the appearances of things to the defires of the 
& mind, not bringing down the mind, as hiſtory and philoſophy 
do, to the courſe of events. Theſe reflections are not only 
ingenious, but alſo wiſe and folid — juſtified by — facts, 
and fanGificd by ſcripture authority, 


* 


* 
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execution accordingly, the circumſtance of originality 
becomes deſirable and important. Not to mention 
higher works, this is ſufficiently evident in Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's Frogreſs, which, by the bye, is not per- 
haps more an original than Social Religion exemplified. 
I nor my younger brethren in the miniffry will 
not be diſplealed if J call their candid and prac» 
tical attention to the contents of this treatiſe, as it 
may ſuggeſt to them many uſeful hints for the 
profitable diſcharge of their important function, and 
as they will have it in their power to recommend 
to their people, in an entertaiaing and tamiliar 


vehicle, an eſſential (though much neglected) part 


of chriſtian knowledge — Church Diſcipline, 

IT is hoped, moreover, that . candidates for the 
ſacred miniſtry will find their account in the pe- 
ruſal; for here they may behold, delineated in mi. 
niature at leaſt, all claſſes of profeſing men and 
their different manners; which muſt be confeſſed ta 
be no ſmall advantage to thoſe who are, entering 
upon the like ſcenes, and who often through una- 
voidable inexperience of this kind, and the nature of 
their academical ſtudies, appear in the character of 


praiſe-worthy, the ſubjet matter valuable, and the | 


Chriſtian Paſtors pften to a great diſadvantage, The 
beſt remedy for ſuch (inexperience, is, Jo have a caſe 


naturally and pertinently exemplified, 
Trosg congregational churches, where evangelical 
difcipline is at a low ebb, would do well to attend 


* 


ta what, is here inculcated ; tor if /amg church order 


be eſſentially neceſſary, and that 4% which is moſt 


ſcriptural, is it not wonderful, that ſo many ſocieties - 


of chriſtians in the preſent day, thould behold it withy 


i n sf Pirences 


out concern trampled upon, languiſhing, Expiring 4. 
mong them! Yes, it is truly aſtoniſhing, that revel- 
ling clubs and bands of robbers, from a conviction 
of their utility, will farm laws and rules for thems 
ſelves, while thoſe who are enjoined by an oracle 
from heaven, to do all things dtcently and in order, moſt 
ctiminally di/regard the divine laws Ween akd 
publiſhed for their uſe! 
THexs are in our land many Ae ade church 
es in tleit infant ſtate, who have been called with 
an holy calling from darkneſs to light, and from 
bondage to liberty, but who, either for want of pro- 
per encouragement and inſtruction, or both, continur 
in an wnformed and itregular ſtate, Hence animoſi- 
ties,... contentions, errors, diviſions, &c. like a deſ- 
perate rabble, under the command of the prince of 
darkneſs, beſiege them, and threaten deſtruction ; 
- while they, not terrible ar an army with banners, but 
like an andiſciplintd troop, are not in a capacity to 
repel their force. To the perufal and ſervice of ſuch, 
the following ſheets' are humbly recommended. 
I eannor help thinking but this book might be 
very profitably read in families, as it is in general 
ſoited to the capacities, and often to the circumſtan- 
ces of domeſticks, who, in hearing many parts of it 
read, could no leſs than be attentive, and feel them 
ſelves intereſted in what they hear. It is therefore 
. earneſtly recommended, once more as a family book. 
Ir is hardly needful to remark, that the Author 
countrymen will find themſelves peculiarly entertained 
by the frequent occurrence of Brit; names that are 


pertinently expreſſive of the characters exemplified, 
Hows 


Nevember, 1785. 
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However, for the ſake of the mere engliſi reader, 
theſe names are explained in the Index. 

Uyon the whole, it is preſumed, that this edition 
will recommend itſelf to the ſerious chriſtian reader, 
eſpecially the poor, not only by its edifying tendency, 
but alſo on account of its moderate prict.— May the 
bleſſing of God eminently attend it, that it may an- 
fer the purpoſes of his ow glory, the enlargement 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, the order of his church- 
es, the edification and ſalvation of precious ſouls | 
Amen. 


OswesTRY, 


E. WILLIAMS, 
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ch. . Introdudtion. The Druids wored.” The Roman 
Invaſion a Mean of the greateſt Ddliveratce. The 


304 primitive Churches, The fr Churches in Britain, . 
ſed 353 what. Dewi and Yefan, two Gentlemen of Caerludd, 
converted to Chriftianity at Hyfrydle. How they 
ed 384 ' evere entertained by a godly Landlord. at Supper. 


Their Conference with the Biſhop Ffyddlon. Hrs 
Preſents and Advice to them, ; They depart 0 
. ©. | 1 


EE is not a very difficult thing for A religions 
3 mind to form ideas of a certain Village, much 
FF to be defired and delighted in, called therefore Po- 

theina ; where the Eternal God, as' © the God of 
8 -B- | Uni- 


n e exltion of Iriſh, or ker abe war he . 
4} | is referred to 8 c 


Fg 


5  Coeial Religion æxhUf IIIb. Dial. TI» 


-Univerfal Nature, has ordered every thing to the 
beſt advantage for a conteraplative mind ; and ſocial 
communications and improvements. —For the former, 
the circumambient air, ſerene, refreſhing and whole- 
. ſome; encloſures and meadows, green and delight- 
ful 3- adorned and 'enriched with every thing uſeful 


and "pleaſant: Chryſtal ſprings, purling ſtreams, 


| agreeable retired walks, either in the open ſpace, or 

in the ſhades among trees, low and fruitful, or lofty 
and majeſtick. The houſes not contiguous, but ſitu- 
| ated at a becoming diſtance, ſurrounded with their 
"gMdens and orchards; and thus diſpoſed, they en- 


compaſs a moſt delightful Green, common to them 


all; and, therefore, moſt convenient for {ocial con- 
verſation: Where alfo the Eternal God, as the God 
of | all--Grace, has reached the Souls of the inha- 


ey 


bitants by his Spirit; and has converted them to 


himſelf, making them truly holy and humble; lead- 


ing them to look to the riſen Redeemer as exceeding 
precious; from whom they receive all Grace, Gifts 
and Endowments, | Such the Place, far from the 


noiſe of the world, and the pomp and grandeur of 


time; and ſuch the /zhabrtants, ſtrangers: to the 
pride, luxury, ambition and tyranny of the dege- 
nerate crowd, but not to Chriſt and themſelves. 
17052 Gu/tom of the inhabitants of Patheina, was 
thus: On every Lord's Day they went, old and 
young, publickly to worſhip God, in a chriſtian 
"congregation, at ſome diſtance from them, to which 
they belonged. At evening they met among them- 
ſelves to pray, to repeat what they had heard, and 
declare what their Ter had a A then fung 
* « a Pſalm 
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A Pſalm and concluded with Prayer. One Week-day 


evening they alſo ſet apart for prayer and religious 
conference; which for the greater advantage of the 
neighbourhood, they kept from houſe to houſe, and . 
every family was glad when their turn came to 
enjoy it. Beſides this, there was another evening 
in the week, which the principal inhabitants ge- 
nerally held for civil converſation, but always ſea- 
ſoned with a religious ſpirit and defign: And to 
add to the pleaſure of this meeting, they often 
had it under an ancient well-ſpread Oat, which 
ſtood at one end of this green, under which benches 
for the purpoſe were fixed ; from whence they had 
a proſpe& of their ſeveral habitations. - | 

Hz their - Conver/ation ſometimes turned upon 
what directly concerned them as huſbandmen; ſome- 
times upon hiſtory, with moral and religious remarks; 

ſometimes upon the works of creation; -and the 
wiſdom and myſteries of providence; ſometimes 
upon the perſon, offices and work of Chriſt; the 
divine perfections, the controverſies” of the day, and 
the wiſdom of Chriſt in ſuffering them. But their 
particular converſation which I have before me to 
give Tome account of, concerns the matter, form, 
order and Di/cipline of a Church according to 
Chriſt's inſtitution, The occaſion of which oo 
ference take as follows: 

Sous of the neighbours being come on a certain 


time to the ſpot, had no ſooner ſeated themſelves, 


but another very uſeful neighbour, named Theophilus, 
came and took his ſeat among them; and with a 
200mg countenance, ſays, My friends and neigh- 
urs, I am Bia to ſee you. "I 
B 2 Philas.. 
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 Philatethes, one of the company, anſwered, And we 
are glad to ſee you ſo chearful, as your countenance 
diſcovers. May I aſſume my wonted freedom, and 
aſk what 1s the reaſon of it? Vi 

Theophilus, I think it becomes us, who are 

ſaved by Grace, to be always chearful: But to tell 
you the truth, I could not at preſent help ſmiling 
to think how much like the Druids, among the old 
Britons, we appear. 

Philalethes. 1 have heard of them; but if I re- 
member well, they were a kind of barbarous dards, 
and ſuperſtitious prieſts; pray wherein can we be 
like them? 

Theophilus. Really you almoſt ſpoiled my fancy; 
for 1 had none of this in view, but the vaſt affec- 
tion they had for groves and oa4-trees, under which 

they loved to philoſophize; and the thought of our 
fitting and converſing under a ſpreading Oa#, with 
0. : | Its 


: * The: learned ure not agreed about the etymology of the tern.; 
- forme deriving it from the Hebreto, DERESSIM, Contemplators; 
| others from the Greet; evg, an Oat; but it is hard to imagine 


WW. how the Drzids ſhould come to ſpeak Greck : Others from the 


"Britiſh, D=»w, whence they take deve to be derived, which is 
Mr. Morrice's foppoſition, and the moſt probable; See Chanbert's 
- *Cyclipadia, article Daurys, Of all the ancient writers Julius 
a Ceſar has given the fulleſt and cleareſt attount of them. He 
* ſuppoſes Brita to be the ſeat of their origin, and obſerves 
among other things, that ſome of them remained twenty years 
in a Rate of pupilage, becauſe they are ſaid to have gotten by heart 
i "great number of verſes; and one reaſon aſſigued was, leſt the 
culture of the memory ſhould be neglected. — Ceſar de Bello 
Callice, lib, vi. 

In their common courſe of learning they are ſaid to have 

taught their ſcholars twenty four thouſand ve. ſes- 
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its delightful MHetos, made me entertain the merry 
conceit that we were Druids. However, they. had 
ſome things really commendable; they believed and 
taught the immortality of the ſoul, and obſerved 
ſtrict rules of juſtice; were fervent in their devo- 
tions; the fight of which firuck the Rowan ſoldiers, 
who never were uſed to fee any thing like it, with 
ſuch terror, that they could neither fight nor flee. 

Philalethes, A very pleaſant thought, and capable 
of good improvement, eſpecially if one can, in a 
true light, but ſee himſelf ſuch a Draid as our 
father Abraham was, who, among the oaks of Mamre 
made an altar and worſhipped: t And me have 
thought the Druids ignorantly en their ſuper- 
ſtition thence. 

Cſriſteplulus, another of the company, ſaid, Then 
miſerable followers of Abraham they: But no won- 
der, when even thoſe who came out of dbraham's. 

- loins facrificed unto idols upon the tops of moun- 
tains, and burnt. incenſe upon the hills, under oats, 
and poplars, and elms, becauſe. the ſhadow thereof was 
good. || —But-fince cruel ſuperſtition reigned. over the 
ancient Britons, notwithſtanding their zeal and fin- 
cerity, it becomes us to admire divine grace, that 
ever the goſpel. was ſent to this iſland, and that 

RA under 


S Ovid 
Pliny relates, that the Druids. held. nothing - fo ſacred. as the 
Miſtrtos of the Oat; that they ſought groves of Oak for their re- 
fidence, and made uſe of the leaves of that tree in all their ſacred -_ 
rites. One of the Priefts cloathed in white, in the beginning f 
the year, gathered the Miſlerce with a golden fithe, Pla. Hiſts 
Nat. lib. xvi. 


Þt Taciti Annal, lib, aiv. f Septuagint-Geng xiii. 18. 1 Hoſea iv, 13s 


— —— — — — mom —— — 
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under this Oak, we can bleſs God, © who hath de- 
** livered us from the power of. darkneſs, and hack 


** tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear ſon.” 


| Philalethes, That's: well obſerved; and, my dear 
nerghbour, Theaphilus, I hope it may be uſeful in 
this ſmall comp, if you pleaſe: to give ſome ac- 
count of the early and amazing methods God by 
his providence took to:convey his Goſpel into Britain ;: 
to convert finners, and gather - Churches for his ſer- 


vice and praiſe within this land. 


_ Theophilus. It is moſt certain that the Roman In- 


vaſion was nothing but rank ambition, injuſtice. and: 


cruelty: The very hiſtory of it, at this diſtance,, 
raifes in every true Priton the moſt juſt indignation. 
But when a chriſttan conſiders, that by ſuch: means: 


God was pleaſed: to convey! his Goſpel to the people 


who ſat in | darkneſs; and in the region of the: 


| ſhadow of death, his heart is melted down in 


thankfulneſs to the Lord for the Roman. conqueſt. 
Out of the eater comes forth meat, and fweetne/s out 
of the ffrong. Together with the Britih wealth, 


great numbers of the inhabitants; and- many of them 


noble, were tranſported to Rome. They did not 
know for what end, but the eternal God, whoſe 


thoughts are higher than ours as. the. heavens are 


higher than the earth, knew.” There God met many 
of them by his Grace, and they found Him whom t 

had not ſought: — There was at Rome ih thoſe' days 
a church of Chriſt, famous for its faith; it was oten 


of | throughout the world, (a) and Britain heard the 


ſound, Paul was: there, and with- him doubtleſs 
Rs ES: 2 mY. e many 


os 


(a) Rom, i, 5p 
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many of the Britons converſed. He mentions- one 


Britiſh Lady, who was well known to the churches, 
whoſe name was Claudia. She was a - chriſtian of 
great eminence, as may be gathered from the Apoſ- 
tle's naming her upon ſuch an :* (2 Tim. 
iv. 21.) It is not improbable Were were many. 
more of her nation called by grace at Rome ; who, 
fired with zeal for the intereſt of their Redeemer, 
and with love for their native country, would urge 
the aſſiſtance of the Apoſtle Pau! and others. Who 
. eame firſt with the Goſpel to Britain is not cer- 
tainly known; ſome ſay, Jeſeph of Arimathea, ſent 
by the Evangelit Philip from Gaul; others, Simon 
Zeletes ; and. ſome ſay the Apoſtle. Paul himſelf. + 
But, by whatever means, hither, through. Grace, the 
Goſpel was brought about the middle of the firſt 
century.— Indeed the firſt Chriſtian King in Britain, 
and in the world, was Lucias, who ſent ambaſſadors 
to  Elcutherius at Rome, for infirudions, and rules 
of government; who ſent him word again, That 
% as they had by God's mercy in Britain, both 
the new and old Teſtament, let the king by. the 
advice of his realm take thence a law and rule 
* as God's W But Chriſtianity was. in the land 
ry he! 34 above 


ee, other aceamplithmenty, the as be bn . 
lebrated by Martial. lib, ii, epig. 54- 

+ Vide Oferii Britan. Ecclſ. Antiquit, cap. 2. 
t Uſer places Lucizs's converſion, and his nn 
Fleutherius, by Elvan and Medwan in 176; and a ſecond for in- 
ſtruction to govern in 179: Archb.ſhop Parker aſſerts, that the 
Roman edict for aboliſhing the Druids in Britain, was the” means 
of turning his thoughts to the true religion z but the exiſtence of 
. *4 * ITE 6 , ' ſuch 


- 
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adove; a hundred years. before him, the Gofpel preached 
in its purity, many ſouls converted, and, doubtleſs 
Churches gathered according to Chriſt's pure inſti- 


tutions. 

| Chriftophilus. — 3 is — my ſoul 
is filled with fulneſs that Chriſt ſhould viſit 2 
this land; that Great Britain among the ifles, ſhould * _ 


wait for his law! and that he ſhould make the Roman 
cloud a chariot to bear him! the Roman cruelty the 
path of bis mercy! let us exalt his name together! 

Puilalethes. Bat pray, Theophilus, let us have the 
puleaſure of hearing from you, ſome account of the 
Firſt Churches in Britain, if you can give us any. 
| Theophilus, If you can give us an account what 
Churches they are we find in the new Teſtament, 
und if our neighbour Philologus here preſent, of 
whoſe" ability and readineſs to aſſiſt we have had 
experience, will pleaſe to give us ſome account what 
| Churches may be met with in ear/zeft antiquity; and 
| if our kind neighbour Sy/lopi/fticus will lead us a 
little into the reaſon of Divine Inflitutions; then 
J can modeſtly venture to tell you, what ſort of 
Churches were thoſe firſt JR and ſettled in 

Great” Britaim _ 
- Philalethes. With hos to the taſk you call me 
to, I chearfully embrace it, and declare that our 
Lord's ow! account (Marr, xviii. 15—20.) fixes and, 
- determines my judgment for ever. Corrupt endea- 
vours. c * * perplex the that, move me not. 
+: 59j„5(ä· õ7ünᷣͥ | 
P Lacius was Hiled by the Brite, Lli 


Lauer Manor, i. e. Great Ligli, or the Illuſtrious z becauſe in his time, r 
| and by his means, the glorious Lighe of the. Goſpel was wore 


* rg A | 
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The words are very plain, and wherever there is 
a community that anſwers to them, there is a 
Church of Chriſt.— If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs 
« againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
« and him alone; if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained 


Fn thy brother; but if he will not hear thee, then take 
« with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
« of two or three witneſſes, every word may be 


* eſtabliſhed; and if he ſhall negle& to hear them, 
« tell it unto the Church; but if he neglect to hear 
« the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man, 
% and a publican. Verily I fay unto you, whatſoever 
«« ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; 


and whatſoever ye ſhall tooſe on earth ſhall be looſed 


ein heaven. Again I ſay unto you, that if two of you 
* ſhall agree on earth, as touching any thing that 
„ they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for them of my 
« F ather, which is in heaven ; for where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
«© the midi of them.“ Such a church is intended 


2 


here, we fee, as can and ſhould meet together for 


divine worſhip; — as comes to be a church by vo- 
tuntary conſent and agreement; as gives unto par- 
ticular members eſpecial relation unto itſelf, and 
unto each other. Therefore it is not ſaid, go tell 


2 church, but tell % church; and if thy brother 


* thee. Vea ſuch a church is intended to which 
a poor brother may haye ready acceſs; and which 
as a church is to reaſon, .judge and determine; — 


and whoſe determinations muſt be according to Chriſt's 


word, that he as Lord. of the kingdom of Heaven 
may ſet his ſeal to them. 


B 5 | | Acain, 


> 
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bY 


— 
— . 


e the churches we read of in Arip ture „ »þ 

had their miniſtering ſervants, who were not to lord | 

it over them, but to ſerve them in the Lord; 
namely, Biſhops and Deacons ; (b) the rr according 

to the only meaning of the Greet word (me ö 

were Overſeers of the Flock of Cliriit, (c) to feed 

it with the pure word of truth; and miniſter ap- 

pointed ordinances; and in other words were called 

paſtors, teachers and elders; the others according to 
their primitive inſtitution, were to ſerve tables. (d) 

Tur ſcripture churches then were made up of . 
viſible fairts, (e) they were living ſtones, (f) Aan, 0 
in the name of the Lord Teſts, and by the Spirit of | 
aur God; (g) were partakers of the Holy Spirit of ö 
Chriſt, as a Spirit of Paith and Prayer, 0 Alſo 

* churches mentioned in the new Teſtament were 
ſeveral. or many in one neighbourhobd; ſo we read | 
| of the churches i in . Fara, (i) which was but a ſmall | 
tract of land; and the churches in Galilee, (k) yet 
ſmaller; and we 3 of the churches in Galatia, 6) 
and of the churches in  Matedinia, (m) as | diſtin 
from that of Philippe,” which was à town in that 
country; the church at, Corinth, and the church & 

Ctuchrea, which was a little town near Ne, 

I mvsT add, that it is expreſsly faid of the 
Teſtament churches, that they had each of a 
their aſſemblies of the whole church, for the enjoy-' | 
= ment my privileges, ing the 3 of duties. 5 
5 Fs | 8 


"" . 
* 


| (d) Phi i 1. 1. te) n. xx, 17. 28. (a) A. U. 3. le) Nn. 
3. 7. (f) 1 Peter ii. 55 (g) 2 Cor. vi 17. ch) Nam. vill, g. 
2 r. ive 13. Rom, viii. 26. (i) A1 ix. 31, (k) A. . 31. 
; Ga, i. 2. * 11 e CB + > 


— 


* 
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80 the church at Terz/alem; (n) ſo the church of 
| Antioch (o) called the multttude. (p) The whole 
church of Corinth affembled in one place, for the 
ſolemn” worſhip of God, and the exerciſe of diſci- 
pline: (q) at preſent I ſhall add no more; Philologus 

by his countenance appears ready for, his part. 
Philologus. Not fo ready, but I was very willing 
to attend to what you had further to ſay; but ſee- 
ing you chooſe for the preſent, to add no more 
(which puts me in expectation to hear more from 
you another time) I take liberty to obſerve, That 
it is. evident from the primitive writers, the mem- 
bers of thaſe churches were godly perſons, acquainted 
with the life and power of religion; and by a 
heavenly converſation diſcovered themſelves to be 
Jemples of the Holy Ghoſt. So. Clemens of Rome in 
the firſt century, writes in the name of the church 
he was paſtor of, to the church of Corinth, and 
falutes them, © The called and ſanQified through 
*« the will of God by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord:” + And 
that we may farther learn, what ſort of perſons they 
were, he obſerves, that there was a plentiful. effuſion 
B 6 | of 


| (n) At v. 11. vi. 17, 2. tv. 12. 22. and xi 22. (0) f 

wiv. 27. (p) AFrxve 30. (d) 1 Cor, xiv. 25, 26. 1. Car. xi. 27, 20. 
1 Cor. v. 4. 

* The- es time. in which be floarified. and wrote, is not 
agreed upon among the learned. See Wake's Preliminary Diſeourſ 

to the genuine Epiflles of the Apoſfolical Fathers, chap 2. $ 7%. 
He lived at Rome, a companion probably and fellow - labourer with 
St. Paul, and is generally ſuppoſed to be the perſon the apoſtle 
"refers tv, (Phil, iv, 3.) whoſe name was written in the Book of 
Life, Wis \certain he was paſtor of the church at . : 
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i hn Sptit upon then all; asd thar they 


were engaged in earneſt prayers for all the brother- 
| hood; (night and day. They were not poor prayer- 
le creatures, unconcerned abbut the glory of God, 
and the good of their brethren, but with fervour 
and conſtanty ſought” the face of God, Such were 
the members of the primitive churches. And Origen“ 
ſays, » We do all that lies in our power that our 
congregations be compoſed of good and wiſe men,” þ 
Vain and ignorant men were not admitted; they. 
muſt be made wiſe unto ſalvation firſt, and when 
they offered: theniſelves to communion: they were not- 
rathly received, nor yet were they neglected, but 
viſited' by the ſervants of Chriſt, and inſtructed; 22 
the fame author informs us. ' 
Terra t ſays, We. were not revelved 
* church members that we might ceaſe from ſin, 
te but becauſe we have already ceaſed.” } Henee that 
: as ſaying among hit, "Cr: © Holy things to vey 
ve perſons.” ” 
-. A6ain, thoſe Ae e churches had their officers 
as in the days of the Apoſtles, namely*Bithops and 


Deacons, Wherever the churches ar whether B 


* '# An iNlafttious Gres "Fathet „ the — church, who 
Aouriſhed in the beginning of the third century. He was 3 
fofterer in the perſecution andert Ditics, and tied" ut n in the 


reign of Callas. 
A + Ostern one. Celſims, "ib, il. 


t A celebrated Latin Father of dhe chriſtian church, who 
flouriſhed. in the latter part of the ſecond, and beginning of the 


third nta. 
| TanruriIAn d Penitntias 
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in towns or villages, there theit biſhops and deacons 
were for their ſervice. — So the above named Clemens, 
ſpeaking of the apoſtles, lays, That they preached: 
„ the word through regions, and cities, and ap- 
cx pointed the firſt fruits, or the firſt converts, after 
* a ſpiritual trial of them, te be. biſhops. and 
« deacons.”* They devoted themfelves to miniſter 
to the other ſaints, for their edification, in —_ 
holineſs and comfort. 

Int the next place, thoſe primitive churches had 
the power of chooſing their own paſtors: thoſe: that 
were to ferve Chriſt in that capacity, were to be ſet 
apart by the whole church, or congregation. Clemenr 
tells us; that thus the firſt officers in the church 
were conſtituted by the apoſtles' direction; and thus 
. to be afterwards (they are his expreſs words) 

ait the conſent of the whole church. + 
Tary might aſk the advice and aſſiſtance of the 
neighbouring churches and miniſters; but the work 
in thoſe earty days of chriſtianity was chiefly their 
own. And ſo it continued unto the days of Cyprian, . 
who expreſsly, as the preſident of a fynod, praiſes- 
two churches who had depoſed their reſpective biſhops, 
Martialis and Bafilides, and had choſen Felix and 
Sabinus, biſhops in their room; telling them, They | 
** had not acted irregularly in what they had done; 
7s fince as the people had the chief power of. chooſing, 
> 4 ame] 6 alſo of refufing thoſe that were 


„ ib. od Cel. + ba. 
1 <nibat Let Father who ſoffered martyrdom 8 
une 
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* unworthy.“ And Cyprias acknowledges, that he 
was ordained “ by the ſuffrage of all the people. +- 

Mozgoves, all eccleſiaſtical deciſions, in thoſe 
primitive churches, were done by common conſent, all 
the people had a voice in what was done. Clemens 
therefore, gives his advice to the ringleaders of the 
diſturbance at Corinth, that every one ſhould ſub- 
jet himſelf unto the reſtored. elder, and ſay, 1 
will do the things appointed by the multitude.t This 
method continued in the churches for ſome time ;- for 
Cyprian ſays, That from the very firſt he was 
**: reſolved ke would do nothing without the know- 
e ledge and conſent of his people. & And ſo we 
find that when- perſons, in the church: he belonged 
to, had been guilty of a finful conduct, he would 
not himſelf alone be judge of their crimes; but 
profeſſes they ought to be tried by all the people; 
and ſays, that the perſons. who had offended ſhould 
come and plead their cauſe. before the elders, and 
before all the people.** When ſome had-returned from 
 finful ways, wherein they bad walked, and Cyprian 
was willing to receive them into fellowſhip; he com- 
plains in his letter to Cornelius of Rome, of the great 
unwillingneſs of, his people to admit. them: Oh, 
% my dear brother, ſays he, if you could be preſent 
_ «© with us when thoſe perverſe men return from 
6 their ſchiſm, you would ſee what pains I take 
« to ern ns brethren to be patient, and give 


146 their 


. Epip. levii. Ed. Oxon, 1683. + Populi univerfi fuffragio, 
h. I Clan, Fpif, vt ſupra, Ly 1 Ibid, zuin. 
* mid. xvi, | FI ® 
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& their conſent to the healing and Models thoſs 


“ poor ſick perſons.” * 

Tuus we ſee, that when perſons were received; 
the whole church admitted them; and when any 
perſons were rejected, it was done by © the divine 
cc ſuffrages of the people.“ + - All things were de- 
bated in common amongſt them. f And for church 
worſhip and church acts, they always met in one place, 
which was frequently called* the church's houſe. 5 


Ir follows then, that thoſe churclies, where God. 


in a ſpecial manner made his work *ſuccefsful, muſt 


be ſomewhat numerous; and two hundred years after 


Chriſt, in what province ſoever churches were ga- 
thered, they were called the churches in ſuch 2 
place, So Freneus || fays; the churches in Germany, 


the churches in Spain, ini France, Egypt, &c. The 


churches, or congregations, were many, and the 
biſhops' were as many, for every particular church 


h | had its biſhop, or paſtor. Many of them might be 


ſmall, and their outward appearance mean; but 
tlieir real glory lay in this, that God in Chriſt was 
the glory in the midſt of them. Aydda, Famnia 
and Joppa, three epiſcopal towns, were within four 


miles one of angther. In that age, biſhops. had 


» cpr. Exif, lix. + Secundum veſtra diviha ſuffragia, conjurat? 
ibid. xliii, þ Ibid; xiv, 

J ZBuſeb. Hift, Eeclef. lib, vii. cap. 30. lib. ix. cap. 9. De wit. Gn. 
lib, in. cap, 36. The Engliſh word Church, as the Scotch Kirky is 
probably derived from vgs 04x05, i. e. the Lord's Houle, and formed 
rr | 
HA Father who flouriſhed about the year 184, and was: 
pub ne a e Brews ot Lact in Plan * 


.. 
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their ſees in poor villages.“ We read in Ufers 
religion of the Iriſh, that even above five hundred 
years. after Chriſt, there were in LJrelaud three hun- 
_ dred and fixty five churches, and ſo many biſhops 3 
but their revenues were ſo ſmall, that ſome of thoſe 
biſhops had no more than he paſture of two milch 
beaſts. + 
To what has been 9 we may add, that 

- thoſe primitive churches: were co-ordixate, and not 
dependent . ſome upon others, as to ecclefiaftical 
power; and had mutual communion, by letters, ar 
meſſengers, for each other's. edification in love; each 
church, with its officers, acted as they thought moſt 
expedient, as thoſe who were to give account andy 
| to the Lord. 1 The earlieſt piece of antiquity we 
have, is that excellent letter ſent from the church 
ſojourning at Rome, unto the church ſojourning at 
Gorinth, wherewith mefengers & were alſo ſent, As 
their letters were ſent by the univerſal conſent of 
one church, ſa they were read to all the brethren of 
me other ;{|- and they had either their ſtated meetings, 
or occaſional /y#045_ a they thought good, for each 
others aſſiſtance in difficult caſes. But I have taken 
6-42-00 a Ria: a” + 1 
7e | Hub- 

* Hil. Bey War, b. l. chaps + Beli. « Cyftography- p. 24% 

2 Sr. Epil. lx. 


S þ Claudins, Epbebus Valerius, d H wt H. 
Clem, Epift § 59« Ed. Cotler. 1700. , 

I spr. Ef. lxi. & li | 

* Whoever would vis fs! the e ae intel 
more at large, may conſult Lord King's Enguiry into the Conſtitution, 
Diſcipline, lc. of the Primitive Church. An author not leſs remark» 
able for hin impartiality and candour, A 
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- Syllogi/tizus. I am certain none of us think ſo, 
the little time you took you filled to good purpoſe : 
for you have left me nothing to do, but to obſervez 
that the firſt churches, according to the -account you 

both gave of them, are every way accommodated to 
anſwer the exde of a divine inſtitution ; that Chriſt 
alone, as lawgiver, and king of his church, may 
be exalted; his love, care, and pity repre/enzed; bis 
authority maintained; our obedience and edification 
| promoted, Now pray, Theophilus, what ſort of 
churches were firſt gathered and planted in this land? 
Theophilus, I dare venture te affirm, that the Firſt 
Churches in Brain were ſtrictly congregational.; for 
the account our kind brethren gave of the: apoſtolic 
and primitive churches, can agree with nothing elſe. 
What churches did the apoſtles and evangeliſts plant 
and water in Juda and Greece? Churches of the 
ſame order moſt certainly they planted and watered 
in Britain. Congregational- 1 were there; con- 
gregational they were hore. 

Chri/tophiſus, And here we may ee the ins 

compaſſion of our dear Redeemer towards his infans 
churches; and the amazing methods he had to ſcreen 
and protect them. For though the nation iu general 
was pagan, and the rulers were ſo; yet the repeated 
invaſions of the Romans, the conflant noiſe and din 
of war, battles and bloodſhed, kept them ſo em- 
ployed, that there was little or no time to perſecute 
and torment the chriſtians, * Had providence thought 


4 


*-PoroTnEvs relates that Simon — crucified and. butias 
1 ia Britain, Vide Uſer, Brit Eccagſ. Antig, cap. 2. 
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fit to! provide ſor us a hiſtory of thoſe - firſt congre- 
churches: in- Britain, orof any one of ha, 

ſhould ſet à vaſt value upon it. | 
Philaleths, . May we be helped to make the bes 
improvement of what we have! But ſeeing we know 
| thoſe churches were congregational,, may we not take 
dn innocent liberty to form an: k;forick idea of ona 
of them, im a dialogiſtick method; and very con- 
ſiſtent with truth, ſeeing. no perſon is impoſed upon 
to receive it as fact, but as a delineation of what 
might have been; and for the main, muf have been? 
I more I am a ſincere lover of truth, and ſhall 
receive it in whatever dreſs, or form it comes; and 
Truth himſelf, who gave us thé account of the 
prodigal ſon; his turns of life, his father, his 
brother, and the feaſt; and who gave us the account 
of the rich man and Lazarus; the rich man's re- 
queſts, and Alralam's replies; will never condemn. 
our deſign: And. therefore, in the name of the com- 
pany and myſelf, I earneſtly deſire you; Epenetus, 
qur ſenior, and vhs * fruits of ane to un- 
- 6 Bpenetu../ You: . che . unto e. 
of a very poor ipyention; but ſeeing; it is among 
my neighbours and friends, who: are perſons of 
capacity and- candour, and from whom 1 max 
expect kind aſſiſtance whenever it may be thought 
needful, I ſhall net altogether decline what you are 
pleaſed to call me to. — But I ſhall not here con- 
fider what may be ſaid concerning Ynys Afalon, 
afterwards called r yar, where they ſay the 
2 ms e this land, and therefore 
| called, 


wn 


Dial. 1. Social Religion xnEMBLIFIED: 1 


called, the fr land of God; nor whether Joſeph of 
Arimatla, really gathered a church there. — My prin- 
eipal acquaintance being with a city, called in that 
| au. Canin; I take leave thus to ſuppoſe it.“ 


Two trading, well educated - gentlemen of that 
eity, in their travels, providentially heard the Goſpel. 
preached by one F/yddlen, a faithful ſervant of the 
Lord. They went into the aſſembly ſmiling ; but 
came out with tears in their eyes, afraid of one 
another, and endeavouring by many ways to hide 
their concern; for neither of them knew how it. 
was with the other. They durſt not ſpeak a word 
about what they had heard, — but after unuſual 
filence, one of them thought he muſt ſpeak ſome- 
thing, — but his words almoſt ſtifled him, and he 
hung down his head. The other, after ſome time, 
with much ado, aſked the former, whether he was: 
well? He juſt anſwered, Wannen 
the doors ſafe. 

Chriftophiluss Ohl my dear Eponetus, you put me 
in mind of the firſt viſits of God upon my fpirit., 
T was a poor wretch, neither expecting nor deſiring. 
any acquaintance with grace or glory — 1. went, 
without thought, nay worſe, with madneſs in my 
keart againſt him who is now, I hope, precious ta, 
me; and I was ſurpriſed in ſuch a manner as Js 
have ſaid. But I have interrupted. you. | 

Epenetus, Upon this one of them, whoſe a by 
Yfan, ſaid, Oh! my friend, how it- is with you L 
cannot tell; I am under ſuch a. concern of mind a3 

I never 
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833 felt; nor do I know whether any body 
elſe did ever feel ſuch aſtoniſhing horror, — did 
hear of this ſect, and ' deſpiſed them as ignorant 
vain babblers, — I was reſolved never to be ſhaken 
in mind. —I went to the place armed with thoſe 
reſolutions; but there was ſomething. which was 
irre/tible- entered my heart, when the preacher 
faid, that ** all the world was become guilty. before 
« God.“ There was ſomething like a Court called 
in my Conſcience ; — was, by ſome power more 
than human, there indited, proved guilty, and con- 
demned; — and now I lie in chains, — I am ruined ;— 
Jam undone; — the burden I cannot bear; and 
F now plainly ſee there is no errature can help me. 
Tus other, whoſe name was Dews, with: tears 
heard him, and after ſome time made anſwer ; Oh! 
what a journey is this! — What will' be the end of 
it! —T went along with you into the aſſembly under 
the ſame reſolutions; — bent not ſo much as to 
conſider any thing I ſhould hear, unleſs ſomething 
to- make. ſport of; — but my ſport is at an end for 


ever! —Þ am ſiain, —F am flain! — Many things 


delivered, fo faſlened upon me, that all the powers 
of nature can never ſhake them off =. The ſin ful 
a&#ions of my life were laid in order before me 
and F could not help aſſenting to what I never 
heard before, — that all thoſe ſinful actions pro- 
ceeded from a corrupt fountain ; — a nature uni ver- 


ſually depra ved. And when the preacher ſaid, No 


* man can redeem his brother, nor give unto. God 
* a ranſom for kim, it entered my ſoul ; —TI 
lie under wounds, which no human hand can heal, 


We have heard we muſt be judged, and we have 


heard 
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heard the judge is of purer eyes than to look 
cc upon iniquity,” Welt may we bemoan ourſelves! 
— All this while they ſighed as if their loins 


Would break, and their eyes were like fountains. 


The more they looked at each other, the more 
they were affected, each with his own wretched ſtate; 
and with the [deplorable condition of his friend. 


Of the buſineſs they came upon from home, they 
now could take no thought. t. 


Theophilus, Oh! poor hearts, they wanted an in- 
terpreter, one among a thouſand, that might ſpeak 
a word in ea to their burdened fouls. But here 
they were alone, having nothing to point each 
other to but their wounds and miſery; | impriſoned 
and fettered in their ſouls, and could not come 
forth. But our God being full of compaſſion, I 
hope did ſeaſonably come and command liberty to 
thoſe captives, and the opening of the priſon doors 
to thoſe who'were ſo bound, and give PINE 
aſhes. 

Epenetus, You ſhall hear: All that night a 
had no reſt, but dear, judgment, and eternal deſtrue- 
tion was all they could hear; and a terrible ſound 
it was. It was a night indeed unto them; but as 
it is ſaid in the word, Weeping may endure for 
% a night, but Joy cometh in the morning,” fo 
in ſome meaſure it was with them, for about break 
of day, Y 
Deu ſaid, Do you not remember that the preacher 


aid, That God did not ſend his Son into the 


« world to condemn the world, but that the world 


46 ee him might be faved? *? 3 


Yefan, 


» 
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+ Yefan. I believe I do; and another word: ** there 
<< is Salvation in no other.” — Now, my poor Dew, 
who knows what may be in fuch words! It is plain 
we are undone;— but theſe words ſpeak of Salva- 
tion: —And though it is in no other but in Him, 
whom we have ſo deſpiſed ; who knows but he 
will fave ſuch wretches as you and 4, ſeeing = 
caves finners! — And with that they lifted up their 
voi-2s and wept, — and could ſpeak no more 2 
ſome time. — Then ſaid 

Dewi. What muſt we do to be ſaved! — I could 
freely die the moſt cruel death; —or I could give 
the fruit of my body for the ſm of my ſoul: Such 
facrifices our Druids recommend: But, alas! the 
great God requireth and accepteth no ſuch ſacrifices. 
For my part, I know not what to do! 

Yefan. My friend, and brother in diſtreſs, there 
are two things come into my mind, as the propereſt 
ſteps we can take: Seeing that God before whom 
we tremble, 1s infinitely great, he muſt be infinitely 
good, — let us try to pray to him; — and then let 
us ſeek out that Servant of his that preached, and 
tell him our caſe, and beg his advice. 

Dea. I like what you ſay; but I don't know how 
to pray to God, . whoſe terror makes me afraid; 
and as to the Man, my heart finks within me, 
at the very thoughts of ſeeing him; and if he 
ſhould ſpeak roughly to us, I am lain. | 
Tan. But, as T ſaid before, there are ſome 
things that encourage me; — he that is infir ly 
great, I think, muſt he infinitely gracious. — He 
might have deſtroyed us long ago; —and now he 
does not firike us dead; —I think there is grace 

in 
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in this. — And as to the man, the ſervant of this 
moſt high God; he is merciful and compaſſionate : 
He is one of the children of men, and muſt know 
awhat it is to be under guilt, and can therefore 
fellow-feel with us, and perhaps may tell us after 
what manner he was relieved. 

Dexwi. I think what you ſay is rational enough, 
but I am in a worſe condition than you apprehend; 
do as you think fit, let me but be with you. 

Uyon this they threw themſelves proſtrate on the 
ground, ſighing with their mouth in the duſt:.— 
At laſt Tyan ſaid, © O Lord God, the maker of 
„ all things, and the governor of the world, — 
% unto thee all power muſt belong. — We are two 
% heathen men, — ruined and undone. — We de- 
es ſerve death and deſtruction, — and *tis owing 


% only to thy ſparing hand, that we are alive. 


Thou canſt in a moment cruſh us to death, 
or bring glory to thyſelf, in the ſalvation of 
% ſuch wretches as we are, — We underſtand that 
«© heathen men, like ourſelves, have been ſaved ;— 

«« for the ſake of all thy goodneſs, and all that 
% whereby thou makeſt it known, turn us, and ſave 
„% us. Amen.” They ſtill lay on the ground, 


crying and bemoaning themſelves ; — but ae: a 
while they got up, — called for ſome water, — 


drank a little, — and waſhed, — and went in wah 


'of the preacher. 
. Philalethes, Their prayer makes me think of David's 


under oppreſling grief. The ſorrows of death 

% compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got hold 

7 me: 1 * trouble and ſorrow. Then 
| called 
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**..called I upon the name of the Lord: O Lord, 1 
** beſeech thee, deliver my ſoul.” E.. cxvi. 3, 4. 

, Chriftophilus. Oh, my dear Philalethes, what made 
you interrupt? I think every minute an hour till 
J hear how they were received, and whether Chriſt 
was made precious to them ? But while I blame you 
for interrupting, I do but hinder the ſtory myſelf. 

.. Epenttus. I told you they went in ſearch of the 


\ preacher, and upon enquiry, found out the houſe 
. Where he ſojourned; but when they knocked at the 


door, they knocked like perſons afraid to be heard. 
The perſon who opened the door, aſked what their 
buſineſs was? They aſked him whether the preacher 
of Chriſtianity lived there, and whether he was at 
home? He anſwered, he was not at home; upon 
which they withdrew, and he hut the door. Their 
legs could hardly carry them, — they ſtood jg the 
ſtreet looking at one another, trembling. and amazed, 
At laſt ſays 
Dewi; What a diſappointment is this! Our caſe 
ſeems darker and (darker: —It looks as if we were 
to be ſhut up in darkneſs and diftreſs for ever, 
Yefan. The diſappointment is great; but ſtill 
who knows : — let us go back again, and aſk when 
he is expected to be at home; for iat we forgot. 
So they returned to the door, and again knocked; 
— but the perſon obſerving them talking earneſtly 
in the ſtreet, and not knowing what they ſaid, was 
ready to think they were not on a good deſign, 
and ſo was very backward to open the door. But 
ſays Yefan, Pray, when will the Gentleman be at 
home? Says he, from within, Pray, Gentlemen, 
hat may be your be with him ? — They replied, 
with 


* * 
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with a ſubmiſſive voice, Pray be ſo kind as to open 
the door and we will tell you. — The door being 
opened; pagr Devi, with tears in his eyes, ſays to 
him;” Pray, Sir, will you give vs leave to come 
within your threſhold ? — This being granted, they 
entered. Then ſays Dewi, with a countenance diſ- 
covering the greateſt concern —and tears on his cheeks 
-overtaking one another — Sir, are you a Chriftian ? 
— He replied, yes; — and, ſaid he, you make me 


take the freedom to aſk you, what you are? Says 
- Dewi, The Lord knows; — and could ſay no more. 


—— Upon this, 


Yefan (aid, We were born at Caerludd, and brought 


up there in the religion of our anceſtors; and as we 


ſee now, have hitherto lived in ignorance and infi- 


delity ; but hearing the preacher of chriſtianity yeſ- 
terday, have been under unſpeakable trouble of mind 
ever ſince; and our preſent e adds to 
our diſtreſs. 

Te yriol, for that was the man's name, replied, I 
- pity you both, and cannot at preſent put you in a 
better way, than to go and hear him preach to-day, 
at a neighbouring village; and I will go along with 


you. Take a refreſhing morſe] of what is pla and _ 


wholeſome, for if I miſtake not you ſtand in need 
of it. They thanked him, — accepted his kindneſs, 
— took 2 little — and preſently ſet out. 


As they went along, To/yriol would be dropping 


- ſomething that concerned the kingdom of heaven; 
the miſery of mankind-by nature, the glory of Chriſt 
as a Saviour, the work of the holy Spirit, and the 

wonders of God's ' providence in ſending” the goſpel 


to pœor ſinners, or bringing them to it without their 


8 C deſign. . 
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deſign. Unto this, and much more to the ſame 
purpoſe, they gave due attention, but ſaid little: 
Nevertheleſs there was nothing that befell ghem but 
turned out to their advantage: Now they were under 
tuition in God's ſchool for the fpecial ſervice of his 
kingdom. | | 

Berore they came to the chriſtian aſſembly the 
_ worſhip was begun; and as they entered, the preacher, 
Ehgdalon, was reading his text,“ which was in Jaial 
xi. 10. To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall 
be glorious, He knew nothing of them, —and that 
was a comfortable conſideration to them afterwards. | 

He obſerved, That the Gentiles were the poor 
Heathens, and among others, the Britons; allo, 
that their Natural ſtate was deplorable, under the 
_ dominion of fin, like the troubled ſea that could 
not reſt; where, with ſpecial application, he inſiſted 
on the Wretchedneſs of man by nature: He ob- 
ſerved that Jeſus Chrift was the bleſſed Enfign ſet 
up for the people, — proved it, — and inſiſted much 
on his ſuitableneſs to ſave, and the completeneſs 
of his Salvation; He: obſerved the efficacy of grace 
in quickening and drawing the ſinner, upon which 
the Heathen ſhould ſeek to him; and then remarked 
how they ſhould be graciouſly received, and ſhould 
not miſs of preſent re it faith; Faith, that 
ſhould infallibly reach to g/ory. He was a long 
while in his ſermon; but had he continued his ſpeech 
till midnight, they would not have been in the young 


man's cafe, who fell down from the third loft. 


Wurx their tears intermitted, they could nat 
forbear fixing their eyes on him, as if their whole 


In thoſe days, ſomet'mes a text was read, hat not always. 


"Dial 1. Social Religion ꝛxxuf⁰I. 27 


life was in every word he ſaid, but at times they . 
were ſo affected, that they hung down their heads 
— and wiſhed they could have concealed themſelves, 
though within the hearing of his voice, As for 
TAyriol, who brought them thither, it was a feaſt 
to him to ſee them ſo deeply impreſſed; and he 
blamed "himſelf much that he had aſked them witk 
| a ſort of a frown at home, what their buſineſs was 
with the preacher ? | 
Wu x worſhip was over, and the people diſmiſſed, 

they went to the preacher, and ſignified to him their 

> unfeigned reſpects; and knowing him to be much 
ſpent in his work, only deſired leave to wait upon 
him the next morning at his lodgings: He, in the 
moſt affectionate manner, told them, he ſhould be 
very glad to ſee them. They then departed, went 
to their Inn, ordered ſomething for ſupper, and while 
it was preparing „(being much fatigued) they drank 
a ſmall drayght of Meth-y:g/yn, for their immediate 

- refreftiment. 7 

Brix called to ſupper, and come to the table, 

the Landlord, who at that time was to ſup with 
them, with hands and eyes lifted up to Heaven, 6 
| implored the divine blefling upon the food provi- 

' dence had prepared for them; and deſired they might 

be enabled to make the beft uſe of all refreſhments, 

in the ſervice and to the, glory of God, through 
Chriſt. The ſtrangers being deſired to help them- 
ſelves, — the landlord, whoſe name was Baddiol, "a 

very uſeful man, ſaid, How bountiful is our God! 

how he ſupplies us with mercies, tozether with health 

and appetites to partake of them! Before theſe fowls 

were yet chickens, they were deſigned for our re- 

a C 3 freſhment, 
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freſhment; and every grain, which i in their thought- 
leſs rambles they picked up, did _ grow for — 

| This bread may, be traced to firſt the blade, men 
the ear, then the full corn in the ear, which grew . 
ripened under the kind influences of heaven, and was. 
reaped, gathered and ground for our uſe. = This 
Meth: Aber, who can tell how many ſervants, our 
provident God employed, in order. to bring it 10 gur 
table! how many bees! with what induſtry did. bey 
work! into what fields were their flights, -where the 
melliſſuous flowers grew for us! my what art, the 


73 Were 


to „ 1 Rs a poor "finer, 5 is, . U 

from the wrath to come! His Sins fully, freely, and 
for ever pardoned; his Soul converted by grace; 
brought to believe on the Son of God; and bleſſed 7 
with the Bread of 14s, the hidden Manna! Encmics.. 


Ta SES 


and. what a landlord, 14 he! I wiſh. \ we e had at; leaſt. 
one ſuch in every market town, But who can tell 
how it will, be when the knowledge | and glory of, 
the Lord hall coper t the earth, as e waters cover 
the ſeas? But I want to know how ways, with the 


twp, gentlemen, | „ 
py 5 Epenetuq,.. 


* His own words were; i O'for; ac o fynydd, en. 
ae” ee II-- 


bt © 


Dal 1. *Sctat e nene. | 29 


" gtnerns. "While he was diſcourſing of providence 
their eyes were ſo fixed on him, that they could 
hardly regard their meat, only catch up a bit and 
"Took ; — but 'when he came to ſpeak of Redemption 
through Chriſt, they could look up no more: —— 
Oh! they were melted, and hung down their heads; 
Which when he obſerved, he thought it prudent 
to 4%, that the gentlemen might refreſh themſelves, 
© — Sapper being ended, he ſolemnly returned thanks; 
and defired the gracious affiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
*rit, that under his ſin - ſubduing, ſoul - ſanctifying 
operations, they might ſerve the living God faithfully, 
in the beſt uſe: of all through Chriſt. 

 ArTer ſupper, he ſaid unto them, Gentlemen, I 
am a Chriftian, and as ſuch would defire to honour 
God, as the God of the families of his people, by 
-worſhipping. kim with my family. I can command 
them; but gentlemen frrangers I never preſs, and you 
"are eme either to join with us, or to withdraw 
to your room. They ſaid, if he pleaſed, they choſe 
to ſtay. The ziſt chapter of Teremiah was read; 
the firſt the two ſtrangers ever heard; and every part 
of it ſeemed to them filled with glory. and power 
more than” human. The maſter of the family ſpoke 
briefly to the contents of the chapter ; and, when 
they had ſung the 87th P/alm, he prayed in a ju- 
dicious affectiqnate manner ; and particularly for the 
Aral gers, that God would make a precious diſcovery 
of the glory of his Son to them, and bleſs them 
with ſtrong faith, fervent prayer, and evangelical 
"holineſs, 

Bev-Tiis being come, they keartily thanked their 
landlord for his prayers for them, and wiſhed him 

C3 and 
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and the family a good night; and the young, mam who N 
read the Chapter, ſhewed them their room; who at 


parting with them ſaid, Gentlemen, « Mercy and. truth 
be with you;“ and ſo withdrew. But one of them 
ſaid, Pray young man, what do you mean by Mercy 


and Truth? He anſwered, ** the Mercy to Abraham, . 


and the Truth to Jacob, which God ſware-unto our 
Fathers from the days of. old.” Then we ſuppoſe, 
ſaid one of them, if they were your Fathers, that 
you are by birth and nation a Jew. He anſwered, 
No, Gentlemen, my anceſtors. were. Britons,, and I 
was born one; but through Grace I am born again, 
and now believe in Chrif,. and therefore am Abra- 
ham's Seed, and an Heir according to the Promiſe. . 
Then ſaid . Young man, we. wiſh you. a goad- 
night. 
Cfriſtophilun. Well, ſure, ſuch a day they never 
met with in their lives. What means of inſtruction 
did our. dear Redeemer find: out for them! what 
treaſures. of grace belong to him! Now I want to 
Enow how it was with them, when left by themſelves, . 
Epenetus. For a while they ſat aſtoniſhed, under 
the weight of crowding thoughts: — at laſt ſays 
Tian. What an 4 day has this been! 
Diſappointments all the day! diſappointed in ſecking 
the preacher ; diſappointed in the unexpected kind- 
neſs of the man of the houſe; and when the preacher, 
diſcourſed of the ſinfulneſs and miſery of man, my 
wounds were ſearched, I groaned under. my milcry, . 
and expected no comfort, but. was mercifully diſap- 
pointed. In an Inn expected no religion, but you. 


ice. how, in this allo, we. are * 
Dewi, 
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Dewi. Every thing in this journey is Wonderful, 
When we left Caerludd, we did not intend to go 
any further than Caerbadon, then curioſity led us as 
far as Caeroder, and determined thence to vilit Pencaer, 
Caer-Gwent and Clawddhanton, and fo return, But 
this reſolution being over-ruled, we took the Caerlow 
road ; and calling at this Village (which from hence- 
forth we may fer ever call Hyfrydle) without any 
deſign to ſtay, heard of a meeting of Chriſtians, 
and had the curioſity to go to it; and bleſſed be 
God, my dear Yefan, bleſſed be God that ever we 
did. As you ſaid, diſappointments we have had, 
but all 1 hepe for the beſt. — Our landlord told 
us of, the wonders of provider.ce at ſupper, and we. 
may indeed ſay, the wonders of | providence !— When 
the preacher- repreſented Chriſt as a ſuitable Saviour 
to the chief of ſinners; and ſaid that he came to ſeek 
and to ſave that which was. loſt, it went to my 
very heart: I thought it would have ſunk within 
me under the weight of a comfortable hope that 
he would ſave me. It made me willing to die, that 
I. might go to him that loved eu ſinners, and. 
died for them. | 

Tan. For my part, if I had ſpoken to the preacher 
before hand, and told him my caſe, I ſhould have 
thought he ſpoke to me on purpoſe, for every thing 
was ſo applicable; but this he could not know; fo 
J hope what he ſaid was provided for us by the 
gracious Lord, who knew our wants, and therefore 
guided his ſervant to thoſe things which ſuited us. 
And now my dear Dew:r, do you pray to God and 
we. will go to bed, 

| Cu. =: in,  Uzos. 
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Uroxn- this they both, as in the morning, wor- 
ſhipped the moſt high God; thanked him for the 
mercies of the day, and committed themſelves unto 
him for the night; not forgetting now. their poor- 
families at home: — And all with many tears. 
Monxixo being come, they got up, worſhipped: 
God, both. of them prayed; committed themſelves 
to the Lord, and begged that day might be a ſpecial 
bleſũng to them. After having ſome ſpiritual diſcourſe, 
they haſtened to viſit THaalon the preacher, aſking 
the Landlord to go with them; which he ſaid he 
would readily, do; only. he defired to worſhip God 
with his family, firſt, for, ſaid he, wa may be de- 
tained. to, an inconvenient time. 
Tus family was called, the 68th Pſalm read, 
whereupon the maſter of the family obſeryed in par- 
. _ ticular, the a/cenfion of Chriſt, and | his receiving 
gifts for the rebe{lious „ that God might dwell among. 
them; and then in a ſolemn manner prayed, and 
particularly that their viſit to the ſervant of God. 
might be attended with a, ſpecial bleſſing. , 
'Worsne being over, they went; and quickly 
came to TeHyriol's houſe; where F/y4ddlon the biſhop- 
{ojourned, and found him ready expecting them. 
After civil ſalutations, and ſeating themſelves, Buddiol 
the land lord ſaid to his biſhop, Sir, theſe gentlemen 
ſeem to be under, ſame diſcouraging thoughts, and 
being backward to ſpeak I take this freedom. 
1 hope they are lovers, of ..Chriftienity; — they are 
— to converſe. with you on dhe great and weighty 
ncerns of religion. 
Egdalan. Gentlemen, you are heartily welcome ; 


Ido upon it as the buſineſs of. my life to ſerve 
B ; the: 
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the Lord Crit and my poor fellow ſinners. But 
that it may be a ſanctified opportunity to us, let us 
 feek the face of God in prayer. Accordingly he 
prayed, and deſired the eternal Spirit, who leads 
into all truth, would graciouſly guide thoughts and 
words to his glory, the inſtruftion and edification 
of all preſent; and particularly that the ſtrangers, 


providente had brought there, might have all their 


wants ſupplied, and they made a bleſſing to their 
laſt moments, and then received to glory. When 
prayer was over, le ſaid, now gentlemen ſpeak on. 

Tefan. Sir, belug. ol our journey, we called at 
this village, and put up at a houſe we ſhall never 
forget; — and hearing of a- meeting of Chriſtians, 
our curioſ ity- led us to go to it. We heeded no 
man, nor had any thought of God. But -I trem- 
ble to relate it a power” more than natural, ſeized 
us; —our fins were ſet in order before us; and we 
ſaw ourſelves loſt and undone; but heard of a Sa- 
wiour' for the: Worſt of ſinners. And upon this, 
for weeping, could ſay no more. — But Devi took 
it up, and Went through moſt part of the ſtory related; 
and then 'bfoke off, trig his judgment on their 
\ cafe, and his beſt advice. 

3 Lou have given” me forme account of 
the work of God upon your fouls; obſerre me, L 
call it e au of Gid, and that you may compare 
ſpiritual © thiygs with ſpiritual, I will give, yow 
# ſhorr account of his. work. upon me. I was born 
and bred 4 heathen ; and as I grew. up, given to 
moſt of the yices of the neighbourhood where I lived, 
which was at Tre/-anrhaith. But as vige grew upon 
me, o checks of conſcience did, that much marred 

| cx; 


4 
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my. comfort. I endeavoured to flifle thoſe dark appre- 
henfions that ſpoiled my pleaſure, and uſed all the 
arts I was maſter of for that purpoſe, but never 
could thoroughly effect it. I found that, though IL. 
had not the. written law, I was in a ſenſe a law to 
myſelf; my conſcience accuſing or excuſing, — I took 
great delight in ſhooting, was glad to be eſteemed 
a dexterous archer, and could draw a - bow, or take 
aim as I thought with any man: And one time. 
purſuing my game at Coed Mawr, 1 ſaw a knot of 
people by the wood fide, as. in a ring, and one. 
man advanced a little higher than the reſt, and ſeemed” 
to be ſpeaking to the company. I, drew. near and. 
found. I was not deceived, for ſpeaking he was with. 
great affectĩion and earneſtneſs; the people many of. 
them in tears, and joy ſat upon the countenances. 
of others. I gave. no attention to what. was delivered, 

but wondered to ſee the people fo. taken with it.“ 
Anon, ſays the preacher, Joſeph, (now among. the. 
bleſſed) That man, —pointing to, me,, may. think, 
there is none here armed but himſelf; let him know. 
that there is; The gloriqus Redeemer „Kom I preach,, 
is in. the midſt of us, and is armed. both with. juſtice. 
and mercy: And with that cried out with a. loud. 
voice, Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O thou 
* moſt Mighty, and. in thy majeſty ride proſperouſly, 
« upon the word of truth, meekneſs and righteouſ- 
«neſs. — Thise arrows are. ſharp; in the. hearts; of. 
the king's enemies. — Upon. this he; conſidered. 
bo the enemies were, and What was their, caſe ; I. 
quickly found myſelf among them, and as a wretched, 
loſt, undone creature, I felt the arrows in my heart. 
| Fi ery word he * pointed me out to be the man 
that. 


— 
. 
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that muſt for ever lie under the avenging ſtrokes of 
Juſtice: His words were like a two edged ſword; 
I trembled—I hung down my head, — but go away 
J durſt not; — but being wounded in ſoul, and dif 
Pirited, I dropped my bow and arrows to the ground, 
and never took them up. — After ſome time he came- 
to Mercy, and inſiſted on the word Meekneſs, and 
the word Truth: I ſaw indeed that. what he ſpoke 
then, was exceedingly /utvable to à poor wretched 
finner, ſuch as I was; but all I. attained to then, 
was a Defire to receive ſuch tidings of grace. The 
people 1: judged. happy, and wiſhed myſelf among 
them; but yet coneluded- myſelf. miſerable. 
THE meeting being ended, ſeveral of- the people 
accompanied the preacher. There was but one of 
them that I knew, whoſe name was-Cyvir ; he came. 
and took notice of me, and defired I would go wick 
him. that night. I accepted: of his invitation and 
went. — There was in his neighbourhood that even- 
ing, a private meeting of a few chriſtians for prayer 
And conference ;.to this we went together. Here, 
after prayer, one of them aſked me, Whether I was 
a Chriftian,. and how it was with me in my Soul? 
His, words did half /ay me; they entered my very 
heart; — I- trembled, and ſaid, I know not what; 
— nor: could any body underſtand me. My acquain- 
tance” Cywir pitied me, as they all did, but ſaid nos 
more, only ſpoke their: experiences- in my heating, 
and prayed for me. The fright upon my» wounded, 
heart, put me into fuch a condition, that I. could 
hardly. attend to what they . ſaid': But they behaved. 
Kindly to me; and at parting. one of them, with: 
tears in his eyes, ſdid, The Saviour of ſinners have: 
C 6 ( mercy- 
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% mercy on thee, and reveal himſelf to thee.” But 
my load was great. 

TrarT night my friend Cyavir was a great deal 
of pains with me; ſometimes inſtructing me in the 
principles of chriſtianity, ſometimes reading to me 
the word of God; ſometimes telling me his own 
experience, and ſometimes praying with me. I always 
pointed him to my fins, my wounds and bruiſes, 
and he pointed me to the wounds of Chriſt, and the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant. Next day Jeep 
preached in another place, and Cywrir went with me 
there: Jo/eph took for his text, /aiah xliii. 24, 25. 
J. even I, am he tliat blotteth out thy, tranſgreſſions, . 
for mine own. ſake, aud avill not remember thy fins. 
He opened all my diſeaſe, and proclaimed the glo- 
rious Phyſician who heals for his own name's fake. 
Unto him as a periſhing ſinner I came, and ſtill 
tome; for Chrift hath ſaid it, Him that cometh. 
* I will in no wiſe caſt out,” 

Leas. Sir, I am very thankful for this precious 
t e and I humbly think, upon the compariſon, 
there is ſomething of the ſame kind in my own ex- 
perience. Though IT would not build my hopes on- 
the reſemblance, but on the Savicur who ſaid,  *© Him 
„* that cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 

Deabi. And I, Sir, return you. many thanks alſo, 
and wiſh I could be as full of encouragement as 
my friend Tan is; but 1 think there is ſuch a 

diſimilituae between your account and what I feel, 
that makes me diſſatisfied with myſelf; for you were 
the very next day helped to receive Chriſt, and to 
know that he received * but I am not yet aſured 


9 ly s 
2 ; odd, ; 
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F/yddlen. Our hope, as your friend hinted, is not 
to. be built upon a reſemblance between one work 
of grace and another; for if ſo, it being attended 
with ſuch a variety of different circumſtances, in thoſe 
who are yet real Chriſtians, there would be very 
little hope found any where. The truth of the work 
lies in a turn of heart from ſelf to Chriſt. Who- 
ever is brought to ſee himſelf loſt and undone by 

fin, to ſee that his own righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
rags, and. deſires to be found. in Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs, is a converted man, a believer in the 
Lord, whether he be fully ſatisfied concerning his 
own faith or not: and then, in the darkeſt times 
I would not forget, nor. would I have -any other 
chriſtian forget, the mentioned words of our dear 
Saviour, Him that cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt 
cout.“ Faith is the ſame for kind in all converted, 
but as to the. means and manner of God's working 
faith, there is a great warzety.. Your Landlord is- 
now. called away, but when convenient, defire him 
to relate his experience. a 1 

To make ſhort, the good ſervant of Chriſt kept 
them with him all that day, inſtructed them in the 
principles of religion; and, being men of good na- 
tural parts, ſome degree of learning, and now men 
of grace, they quickly took in the principal doe- 
trines. of chriſtianity; and after prayers and tears for 
them, he aſked them, before many witneſſes, wha 
hearing of that day's work, begged to be preſent, 
whether they did believe the truth of the chriſtian, 
religion, and renounce whatever was inconſiſtent there- 
with? They anſwered, they did. He aſked them, 
did they venture their fouls upon Chriſt for ſalva- 
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tion, yielding themſelves and their all, unto him, 
taking his yoke upon them, and reſolving in his 
ſtrength to obey and ſerve him for ever? They an- 
ſwered, they did. Upon which he ſaid, Can any 
% man forbid. water, that theſe ſhould not be bap- 
« tized? He ordered it, and they were. baptized. 
on the ſpot,* and with fervent prayers and praiſes - 
committed them to God and the word of his grace. 
BEING returned to their Inn, their Landlord ſaluted 
them with, Gentlemen, how- do you do? They an- 
ſwered, we hope well; and then admired: the wonders 
of providence in bringing them thither, and the 
wonders of grace in working. on their ſouls! Oh, 
ſays he, Gentlemen, God's ways are in the deep, 
but they are all Mercy and Truth. This laſt word 
brought the young man to their mind, who lighted 
them to. bed the night before; and ſaid they, Pray, 
Sir, how is it with your Chamberlain ? He dropped 
a word, which not many days ago; we ſhould have 
taken for. a certain- mark of diftradtion : He ſaid, 
that through Grace he was born again: Pray _ 
did he mean by it? 
SGENTLZU EN. ſays” the- landlord, though you are 
not acquainted with the term, it is a myſtery which, 
through Grace, you alſo underſtand ; and upon this 
he calls Alfred, for that was his name, and ſays 
to him, Pray tell theſe. gentlemen. what you meant 
by being, born again by Grace. 
Alfred. I was born a heathen, and cannot ſay 
nat I. Was brought up. in any, thing, but left to 
i myſelf, 


(7: Mr. Morrice -confiders Biptifn 1 an ordinance appertaining, 
w* Chriſtianity,” but not ſtrictiy à | Church ordlhante z which he. 
inſars; from the examples of the Eunuch, the Jailir and others,. 
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myſelf, and proved a poor, idle, ſtrolling bows but 
coming to this door, to aſk for ſomething to ſatisfy 
hunger, my dear maiter, (for. whom I. ſhall ever bleſs 
God) called me in, and told. me I was in the high 
way to eternal deltruction; that it would be better 
for me to. be. fixed in 1ome. ſober family, and ſtick 
to ſome honeſt buſineſs. Said J, Sir, I fear no body 
will take me. Will you. tarry witn me, ſays. he, 
and be faithful? 1. ſaid. 1 would. —— But oh, the 
pains he took with mel. he taught me to read; he 
was night and day inſtructing me; he told me how 
I was born in fin, and. under the curie, and that 
I had by my repeated 1iins,, added much to my;guiit.. 
He told me. that 7% Chri/t was the oniy Sacrifice 
for ſin, . the only Saviour of tinners;. and that he 
was exceeding precious: He toid. me it was the 
work of the Holy Spirit to create a.new heart, 
convert the ſoul and. ſandtify it; always would bs 
ſpeaking to me of Chriſt's love and grace, and pray-- 
ing for me, and 'putting me upon praying alone, and. 
telling me what great. reaſon I had ta bemoan myſelf. 
And, that I be not tedious,, my poor, ſoul was ſtruck 
with convidtions: quickly, ſometimes under great con- 
cern, at other times at caſe, then under horror, becauſe. 
I was ſo thoughtleis and eaſy: Then a word my; 
maſter often repeated to me, would ring ,in my ſoul, . 
„Except a man be born again he, cannot. ice- the, 
«« kingdom of heaven: Then under amazing hor- 
ror; for thought 1, what can! do towards ſuch a work 
as that! — But one time as-1 was in our barn, under 
great concern, pouring out my ſoul before God, I; 
felt that word, with precious power, Of his own: 
E will begat he us with the word of. truth.“ 1 found. 


my 


* 
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wy ol imelted dewn; I was willing to receive, md 
be faved by Chriſt ; and with that, „Him that 


% cometh, I Will in no wiſe caſt ont,” encouraged. 


my ſoul. This I meant by being born again. 
Yefan. Young man, we than you, and now return 
what you wiſhed kt e us, mercy "and ru 


be with you. 
Wert, what amazing methods God takes to bring a 


: his own to himſelf, and under what variety of cirs 
_ eumitances ! But fince the Work is but effected, bleſſed 


be God for it. — The preacher, Landlord, deſired we 
would afk you ho] you were called by Grace! 

- Lanndlord.- Sentlemen, ſaid he, you fee I am 
not an old man, I was born'6f-chriſtian parents, who - 
were both converted in hearing the bleffed Simon Zzloter- 
preach, not long” before he ſuffered martyrdom for 
Chriſt. Ever fince1-remember, my father and mother 
would be inſtilling ſomething about my ſinful nature, 
and Chriſt's love in dying for finners.- And ſome - | 
concern about theſe things grew up with me. As 

to my morale; there was always a reſtraint upon me; 
But under all I found the workings of corruption, 
and ſaw-that had I been left to myſelf,” T ſhould have 
been vile as the vileſt.. Many ſcriptures were made 
uſeful, to ſhew me my pollution by nature, that 1 
was born in fin, that in my fleſh dwelleth no good 


thing; to convince me that God is juſt, that Chriſt 


fulfilled dll righteouſneſo, and that there is ſulvation 
in no other z che neceflity of a real change of natufs 
or no going to glory. Find, through Grace, T hate 


fin, I loach myſelf, I would have no righrevuſtieſs 


to appear in before God but Chrif's. I venture all 


N _— him, 1 love od love his feryice. - His love- 


* conſtrains 
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conſtrains me. I hope I ſhall, in this ſpirit, worſhip 
him as long as I live, and wait for his glory. 
Ar ſupper. they had pleaſant talk, and after family 
. worſhip, wiſhed. each other good repoſe. - - Dewi and 
Nfan, in their own room, ..blefied. God for the day, 
committed themſelves and theirs. to his grace, aud 
morning being come, they aroſe and worſhipped and. 
prepared themſelves for their journey. They went 
to take their leave of the biſhop F/3ddlon; who gave 
them ſeveral books of the old and neu / Teſtament 
of his own tranſlation into the Brite tongue; 
and alſo a ſyſtem of divinity of his on drawing up, 
| together with his. experience. at large; accompanied 
them to the Inn, worſhipped God with them there, 
told them their hands were on the plough, and en- 
couraged them to. go on in the ſtrength- of the Lord. 
They made him. becoming returns of gratitude, and 
earneſtly deſired. him to come and viſit them as ſoon 
als poſſible, and told him where he might find them. 
Said he, if the Lord will, Lhope in leſs than two months. 
to ſee you. And ſo with many tears, and the moſt 
tender embraces, they parted, begging of each other 
a conſtant remembrance be fore the throne of grace. 
Theophilus... Oh, Epenetus, how I long to hear this 
ſtory out! How was it with them on the way? How 
were they received at home? What ſ ucceſs. attended 
them ? 
Epenetus. I have been longer upon this ſtory becauſe, 
of the great uſe God made of the men afterwards. 
Being mounted, they turn their faces towards Caerludd, 
as new men; having new fears, new joys, new deſigns, 
are ſeemingly in a new world, all things are become 
* new. And though but carthen veſſels, God had now 
. | put 


\ 
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put a treafure into them more valuable than the uni- 
verſe. And ſo homeward they move. Their wives and 
families, Oh, their wives and families now lie near 
them. Their relations, friends and acquaintances 
they have how a thouſand thoughts about. After one 

_ » day's journey they blamed themſelves much they did 


not urge the preacher to go home with them, think- 
ing it might be of immediate uſe to their neareſt 
ones. at- home. They talked of returning for him, 


but ſeeing he had promiſed a viſit in a ſhort time, 


they thought they would wait for it, and in the mean 


time do what they could for Chriſt.— But I fee time 
will fail us, elſe I thought- to have told you their 
ſtruggles for Chriſt. in their; families, and: among 


their acquaintance; and how: God bleſſed their en- 


deavours for the converſion -of many; ſo that When 
Eg dalon came to fee them, he found. ſo many living 
ſtones, fit. for the ſpiritual building, that he imme- 
diately put them upon entering. into church fellow- 


ſkip together, which for matter and form, officers and 
order, I thould. alſo. relate; but I think for the pro- 
ſent I have ſufficiently tired. you. 

| Chriftephilus. Oh, my dear Epenct ug, I could hear 


it till midnight; but as time is elapſed. and other 


duties call, we heartily thank you for what you have 


gore through; and hope the next time to be here a 


little ſooner to hear the liory out. Brethren and 


neighbours. the beſt of bleſſings attend you. And 


with ſuch valedictions they * 
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DIALOGUE IL 
Dewi and Yefan at an Inn, aim at the converſion of” 
the Landlord, aulio obftinately deſpiſes\Chriftianity, They 
are greatly grieved, but in the morning are ſurpriſed 
with a good work upon. Edgar; who goes with hem, 
and that day, meets his brother Cradog become 4 
Chriftian.. They all arrive at Caerludd. Dew?s - 
wife and. ſervants, immediately converted. Vefan's 
great trial in. his wifes His great endeavours. The 
ewonderful ſucceſs at a» publick meeting appointed for 
diſputation. Ffyddlon the. biſhop. comes ts Caerludd: 
Baptizes many : Puts them on Church Fellowſhips - 
Stays. with to preach: for. ſome time. 


CHRISTOPHILUS, | 
ROVIDENCE favouring us with another op- 
portunit/, our beloved Epenetus, we beg you would 

wad. in your ſtory. You leit. the two gentlemen, 
and a great deal of our, expectation, on the road; 
now I hope you will carry them and us torward to- 


- , "Garrludd. 


Efenerus, I told you how they blamed themſelves - 
they did not. take HHadales along with them, but 
ſeeing he had promued them à viſit,” they would 
wait, and. do what they, could. for Chriſt in the 
mean time. Their hearts were filled with love to 
Chriſt, and pity to their fellow ſinners, whom they 
were eager. to ſerre. Therefore that night on the 


road, 


ON 
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wa, they deſired their Landlord would ſup with 


them, that they might have - um oppertunity of taking 


ſome work in hand for their Lord. Nan ſtood 
up, and, in a very ſolemn” manner, gave the eternal 


God thanks for his amazing mercies to them on 


their journey, leading them to look to Jeſus Chriſt - 
for the ſalvation of their ſouls, bringing them in 
ſafety ſo far, providing food for the refreſhment of 
their bodies, and earneſtly degged the bleſſing of 
heaven upon their proviſion; that the Spirit of the 
Lord would bleſs their converſation, and enable them 


chearfully and faithfully to ſerve their dear Redeemer. . 


Having helped: themſelves, they diſcourſed of the 
bounty of providence, and the wonders of redemption ; - 
-and--aſked their landlord what thoughts he had of 

religion, and. nen the things nn 
.courfed: of? ? 

Sennen e this Bead, "whoſe" name was 
| Bydol, I never trouble my mind about religion As 
for the things you have been difeourling of, I do: not: 

-underitand them, and hope to be happy without them. 
Ind you are of wat newiſect, Which is every where 
ſpaken againſt. But, nevertheleſs, Gentlemen, you ate 
welcome to me; you! know am a landlord, and you 
know I. ſhould carry it hand ſomely to all. | 


Dewi”. With all my heart I pity your eaſe. I's 


ewas not long fince as regardleſs of religion as you 
can be; but when God was pleaſed to convince nie 
of his greatneſs, and my wretchedneſs, I was made 
to conclude that Religion ſhould be the greateſt 
concern of my life, and that without it J could not 
enjoy true pieaſure here, nor felicity thereafter. It 
2s: out of pity to your foul, and the ſouls of thoſe 
0 under. 


8 
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under your rogf, that we took. up this diſcourſe, 
Hoping ſome word might be bleſſed for your. eter- 

nal advantage. It would profit you nothing, if you... 
could gain all Britain, and loſe your own. ſoul. 

And I earneſtly beg you to. conſider-that-you: area 

ſinner, and that no ſacrifices. or oblations, of, an 
earthly kind, can poſſibly. ſatisfy, the een 
the ſin of man. 

Bydol. Gentlemen, goed nature 0 to > 
be thankful, for the pity, you, expreſs; but I am 
not in ſuch a caſe as you imagine; am ſorry 70 
give yourſelves. needleſs trouble, and aſſure you, that 
your filence, , concerning ſuch affairs, will greatly 
oblige your humble ſervant. And ſo he wichdrew .-. 

T heophilus, Poor hearts! at the very entrance of. - 
their work, to be fo repulſed | how diſcouraging muſt 
it be to them. They aimed at his heart, and he 

turned away his ear, Though his buſineſe obliged 
him to be civil, his averſion to real good neſs made 
him rude. Oh, the deep degeneracy of man! 

Philalethes, Though this was unpleaſant, it ws 
iuſtructing: They might here ſee, more-than before 
the enmity of the carnal mind, which at all- adren- 

I tures will oppoſe the chief good; and take the eee 
occaſion to praife and adore diſtinguiſhing grace to 

| their own ſouls, Perhaps this trial. might be of 8 
"= uſe afterwards: But 1 want £0 nden theſe poor 
young foldiers bore it? 

pets. They were ſtruck dumb, — hung «downs 
is their heads, quickly finiſhed. their ſupper; in a fer 
words owned the goodneſs. of God, the ſinfulneſs 
of man, their own, weakneſs, and.,unworthineſs,- and 

| cm God. 89 haye Ow on poor dinners, mY 
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had deftroyed themſelves, and give them repentance | 
to the acknowledging of the truth. And now they 


retired; having another unexpected event | 


upon; and the doors being ſhut, ſaid 1 
Dewi: Oh! Yefan, Yefan, what's this! F; ir" h 


duty to ſpeak of our Lord's name to our poor fellow 


firmers? Why did be not own the attempt, who 


could have made it effectual? By what we have , 


"ſaid the man ſeems hardened. 
Tun. I own *tis very ſhocking; T did not ex- 


pect it: But it 1s-our Place, who have found mercy, 


to recommend it to others in miſery. — If they receive 
it, then a ſon! is ſaved from death; but if they re- 


ject it, they diſcover the depravlty of degenerate : 


nature; and we may learn, how amazing * f 


ing grace, hath viſited us. 


4 


Dewi. There is one thing that now fills me with 
dread; J have a wife at home 1 dear]y love; I know 
her temper, her ſpirit is high, never conquered with 
any thing. I know there is ſalvation in none but 
Chriſt; and if I live, ſpeak of im to her I muſt, 
Though I long to be at home, yet I dread it, left 
all my poor endeavours for her good ſhould meet 
with the moſt violent oppoſition; and the comfort 
of my life be gone, | 

Ten. I pity your caſe ; but I have this to 
comfort me; my wife is as Kind a eröathve hs lives; 


always ſtudies to oblige me; is never provoked with 


any rough carriage of mine, but immediately wins 
my heart with ſmiles. and kindneſs: Adviſes with 
me in whatever ſhe undertakes, and what I think 
maſt proper, ſhe always complies with: And as I 
think og duty to ſpread ſalvation in Chriſt before 

her, 
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her, I make no great doubt but ſhe will chearfully 

receive the glad tidings of life, and immediately 
* worſhip her Redeemer. I long to tell her all, that 

ſhe and I may rejoice together in the Lord; and if 

your ſpouſe ſhould appear ſtubborn, 'I and mine will 
duo all we can to aſſiſt you. 

Taz they committed themſelves and d to 
the God of all Grace, mourned over their non- 
ſucceſs, and particularly requeſted that their neareſt 
relations might quickly receive the Salvation of God: 
And ſo went to reſt. 

Tux got up very early the next e dal | 
protection in their journey, that they might viſit 
their habitations and not ſin, and might be favoured 
with encouraging ſucceſs. They preſently got rea- 
dy; and juſt as they were preparing for their de- 
parture, a young man of the family fell at their 
feet, and aloud cried out Mercy — and could ſay no 
more; but cried and ſobbed, as if his heart -would 
break, and with his hands had hold of Deaoi's feet. 
Young man, ſays Dewt, what is the matter with you? 
What is the matter? After a little while he reco- 
vered himſelf, and lifting up one hand from the 
ground, ſaid, Gentlemen, as ever you have obtain- 

.ed mercy, have mercy on me! They aſked the 
landlord, who was there preſent, whether the young 
man was delirious? He anſwered, that he had been <4 
with him now ſeveral months, and he never obſerv- 
ed any thing like it in him. Then, ſaid 7%, | 
Young man, what would you have? What can we 
do for you? He anſwered, let me but go with you 
to the meaneſt ſervice you can put me to: If I can 
but waſh the feeg of your ſervants, I ſhall think | 
myſelf 
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| myſelf happy. Said Dewi, with tears in his eyes, 


What makes you deſire this of us? get up and ſpeak. 
EZagar for that was his name, anſwered; Gentle- 


men, laſt night, while you were at ſupper, I ſtood 
behind a door at ſome diſtance from you, and deing 
deſirous to hear the converſe of ſtrangers, gave 
attention; and, while you, Sir, were <difcourſing | 


of the ſinful condition of the children of men, 1 


\ 


found my heart ſinking as guilty; but when you 


ſpoke of God as perfect; that he was a conſuming 
fire, and of purer eyes than to lock upon iniquity, 


ſomething like an arrow entered into my heart, and 


there it remains; dear Sits, I am ruined and undone; | 
only you ſaid there was a Savior for finnets; which 


worde has all this night filled me with the moft carneſt 


1 


— * 
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-defires to know him,; and be ſdved by him. I never 


had ſuch a night in my life; bf errors and fears; 


but your word of à Saviour was ſome ſupport to 


me, who ean tell but he may be #y Saviour ? 


Tyfan, Pray, (landlord, is he a relation of your's, _ 


or an hired ſervant? 


Landlord. © Neither, Sir, only ſome Wen ago 


hevalled here, and sſked me to take him in, which 


I did; be is neither bound to me nor I to him, 
nor have I any demands upon him. 

Yefan Pray, young man, are your parents living? 
Who; and where are they? 

Edgar.” Sir, my father and mother bore arms under 
Boadicea, in her revenges upon the Romans; but when 
Sueronius deſeated the Britons, my father and mother 
fell among the ſlain,” and I a poor young boy was 
carried away among the captives; and made a preſent 
of to an officer of note named Flavius, in the ſecond 

e legion 
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legion Auga fla, at Caeraſs. I quickly learned the 
"Roman tongue, and my maſter being a gentleman 


bred at Alen, and very kind to me, took great 


delight to inſtruct me in the Greet tongue, to which 
J am not altogether a ſtranger. But my maſter dying, 
1 was turned up to my Tiberty, and not inclining 
to the field, and noiſe of arms, I wandered in pur- 
ſuit of ſome honeſt rural employment; and have here 
ſerved my maſter in what I was put to, now for 
ſome time. I am, dear gentlemen, a poor father- 
leſs, motherleſs, friendleſs lad; but if I could hope 
the Saviour you fpoke of would ſave me from my 
"fins, and make me happy with his friendſhip, I ſhould 
not be very anxious what circumſtances of meannefs 
and affliction I paſs through in this world. Acquain- 
tanee with that Saviour I want; here is nobody knows 
| him: Vou fay he has gractouſly revealed himfelf to 
you; and therefore for his fake take me with you— 
For tears he could fay no more. 
Ax, gentlemen, ſays the landlord with a fazer, 
you inay take him. The gentlemen were both greatly 
affected; but did all they could to refrain from tears: 
At laſt fays Tefan, We have never a horſe for him 
to ride on: The youth hearing, ſaid, Sir, trouble 
not yourſelf; with help from heaven and your leave 
J hope to be at Caeriudd without a horſe, perhaps 
ſoon as you; only let me know where to find you. 
They informed him of that, and where they intended 


to bait that day; and put in his pocket what: Uiny N 


thought neceſſary; And all ſet out. 

Chrifophilus, Amazing wonders of grace! It may 
be well ſaid of our Redeemer, that his ways are 
paſt finding out! What 1 turns paſt = 
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this youth! The word muſt enter his heart that was 
aimed at the heart of another. What ſovereign, 
gracious, infallible power, directed and applied it! 
T heophilus. And I am thinking how encouraging 
this muſt be to the two gentlemen, who were fo 
dejected the night before; who thought all their 
labour was in vain: Now God gave them an early 
token that his word ſhall not return void, but proſ- 
per according to his purpoſe who ſent it. | 
Phalalethes. And very inſtructing unto. them for 
tze future, how to. work for God, and leave the 
increaſe to him. —Let them blow the trumpet, and 
God will gather his people. But we have inter- 
rupted the ſtory. 
Epenetus. 1 told you they ſet 8 and 1 muſt 
no ſay, rejoicing; for they thought this was an 
earneſt to them of greater ſervice, and a firſt. fruit 
of a deſirable harveſt. The work of God was warm 
upon their hearts, and their lips did ſhew forth his 
Praiſe. When they came to the place where they 
deſigned to refreſh, themſelves, they ſaw EZagar was 
got in before. them, who with all the thankfulneſs 
Aa countenance. could diſcover, or a heart contain, 
waited upon them; they ordered him into the dining- 
room, and while their dinner was, preparing, | 
re Jan ſaid, O Edger, | What amazing Grace has 
followed you in providences paſt; and eſpecially now 
in diſcovering to you your condition by fin, and 
putting you upon inquiries after a Saviour. —Know 
then that he is the Son of God, and yet born of a 
woman; two diſtinct natures i in one perſon. Ac- 
cording to his divine nature he is the Eternal God; ac- 


wells to his human nature, born of the Virgin Mary: 
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He was cut off, but not for himſelf; he underwent 
the ſtrokes of God's Juſtice, that his blood might 
waſh away the fins of his people, and that his obe- 
dience unto death might be reckoned to them for 
'righteouſneſs:; He was delivered for their offences, 
and roſe from the dead for- their juſtification : He 
aſcended up to heaven in the ſight of his diſciples; 
is at the right hand of God; makes interceſſion for 
the tranſgreſſors; is able to ſave to the uttermoſt; 
encourages the vileſt of ſinners to venture their ſal- 
vation apon him, and ſays, © Him that cometh I 
«© will in no wiſe caſt out;” Oh! Edgar, this is our 
beloved, this is our friend. " 
Edear. Then, come life or death, he ſhall be my 
beloved, and my friend; I venture my periſhing ſoul 
upon him alone, and defire I may truſt him with 
all my ſalvation. Bleſſed be God fox the Saviour, 
and bleſſed be God for you both; and I muſt add, 
bleſſed be God who made your words reach my heart. 
For had it not been for his effectual Grace, I had 
been like my maſter, and the reſt of the family, 
With many tears theſe things were ſpoken and heard. 
But dinner comes; — they owned the goodneſs of 
God, and begged his blefling on their food ; refreſhed 
themſelves, and returned thanks; ſat a while after 
dinner, and Edgar, having had no reſt the night a | 
before, and having walked pretty many miles, fell 


ee de nee. nds eb 
door, and humbly ſpoke to them as follows: Gen- 
tlemen, excuſe. me, I am a young man willing to 
| work, but am out of buſineſs at preſent, and make 
; bold to offer my ſervice. They aſked him what ſer- 
| D 2 
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vice he was capable of? He anſwered, according to 
my ftrength, any thing of huſbandry. They ſaid, 

they were-citizens,. and had no concern that way. But 
how came. you to be out of ſervice? It looks as if 
you were not a good ſervant, elfe ſurely you would 
not want a maſter. - He replied, that his maſter 
never laid negligence, or unfaithfulneſs to his charge; 
and yet there was ane thing for which he would not 
keep him. This made the gentlemen very defirous to 
know what that was; and the youth's backwardneſs 


made them more eager: At laſt he ſaid, my maſter 
was afraid I was a Chriſtian, And are you then a 


Chriſtian, ſaid they? He anſwered, I am afraid I am 


not. They enquired, where his parents were? He 


ſaid, they were ſlain in the wars: They aſked again, 


whether he had brothers or ſiſters? He anſwered, he 
had only one brother, whom he believed was ſlain 
alſo: They aſked: him his name, and what was his. 
brother's name? He replied, that his brother's name 
was Edgar, and that his oy name was Cradog. 
They quickly awoke-their young man, and aſked him, 


Had' you ever'a brother? He anſwered that once he 
had one, whoſe name. was Cradog, but he believed 
he was killed the fame time as his parents were. 
Then ſaid Dewi; . "ou men, look at one 
: (then Jen 

Tur Wen knew euch other, they rejoiced, 


| | they embraced, they wept in each other's boſom: 
Upon | which -Zefar ſaid, If natural affeQion is ſo 
powerful, what muſt the compaſſion and love of our 
Lord be, who is the firſt- born among many brethren! 
When they had refrained, and were with the greateſt 
Pleaſure looking on each other, each wifhing in his 
9 heart 
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heart the other was a Chriſtian : At laſt, ſays Dewi, 
What a ſight is here! Brethren met, and diſcover- 
ing the depth of fraternal love, and yet afraid they 
are not brethren! What do you mean, replied Neun? 
They know not they are brethren in Chriſtianity, 
fays Dewi. Upon this new paſſions aroſe; tears of 
joy flowed, and the moſt tender embraces followed. 
What! my brother a Chriſtian! one ſaid, and the 
other ſaid — The whole was affecting. When this 
n was alſo over, ſays Cradeg, are theſe two 
gentlemen'Chriſtians? Yes, ſays Edgar, and the bleſſed 
means of my converſion to Chriſtianity; and I am 
but new born. And we, ſays Yefan, are not muck: 
older; but pray, Cradog, tell us in a few words how 
the work of God began upon you. * 
Cradog. Gentlemen, it was by means of a fellows. 
ſervant of mine, who was a Chriſtian. He began 
thus one day at ptough, he holding and I driving. 
I was very merry, finging and whiſtling; ſays he to 
me, Cradog, you have no great cauſe to be ſo merry 
if you knew all. Why, faid I, what have I done, 
that 1 ſhould not be merry? Says he, What good 
thing have you done? gnd, if you knew yourſelf, 
what evil thing have you not done? therefore I ſay 
you are andone. Every; word went to my ſoul ;—-E 
ſaid nothing, but I had done ſinging for that day; 
he thought I was angry with him, and therefore 
towards evening ſaid to me, that he would not have 
me be angry with him, for what he ſpoke was Gut of 
good will, and that he greatly deſired my poor foul 
might be eternally happy. I told him I was not angry 
but ſaid, with many tears, that if my caſe was ſuch 
| us de fad, I was undone. Then he told me there 
D 3 was 
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dom; and as for Dewi, he entered his houſe with 
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was a Saviour, who came to ſeek and to fave that 


which was loſt, and that even thoſe, who had deſtroyed 
themſelves, ſhould find help in him. I defired to 
know who he was? He told me it was Jeſus Chriſt 
in, whom he truſted, and whom he worſhipped night 


and day. He prayed with me, and inſtructed me; 


and would be always ſpeaking to me about Chriſt ; 
the glory of his perſon, the wonders of his love, the 
efficacy of his grace, &c. though he ſaid he knew 
but little. My, maſter, upon obſerving how diligent 
he was to turn others to Chriſtianity, turned him off; 


and, after fome time, becauſe I would not renounce 


Jeſus Chriſt, turned me off alſo, | 
Tu gentlemen heard him with a great deal of 
pleaſure, and his brother with many tears; but ſays 


Tian, Come let us go; for I long to be at home; 


and, young man, ſays he to Cradeg, you may. ac- 


company your brother, and come both to my houſe, 


till we ſhall order your abode; which made the 


young men bow themſelves to the earth, admire the 


merciful providence of God, and own they wanted 
words to expreſs their thankfulneſs to both the gen- 
tlemen. 
Chriftophilus. What 8 variety there is in 
the fame work of Grace! But unto all that believe, 
Chriſt is precious. But now they are drawing to- 


wards home, I want to know how they were received, 


and eſpecially how it fared with poor Dewi, who was 


not without dread about it. 


- Epenetus. They all got to town betimes; and at 
parting expreſſed a thoufand wiſhes for each other's 
ſucceſs in the great work of the Redeemer's King- 


Joy 
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Joy and trembling, with heart, hands and eyes lifted 
up to heaven. His wife, in the moſt tender manner, 
welcomed him home; his ſervants made obeyſance, 
and his little children, in a fond manner flocked to 
him: and after affecting tokens of love and tender- 
neſs to his wife and children, he with the greateſt car« 
neſtneſs ſaid, Send now proſperity, O Lord! 

His wife, whoſe name was Gaveddus, under ſome 
aſtoniſhment, cried out, My dear, what is the matter 
with you? are you not well, or have you not had 
A proſperous journey ? 

- Dewi. My dear, I never had ſuch a proſperous 
journey in my life; and I hope I can ſay, through 
Grace, I never was ſo well in my life: I went out 
rich, I come home poor; I went out poor, I come home 
very rich; I went out alive, I come home dead; 1 went 


out dead, and come home alive; and ſhall live for ever. 


« Gweddus. My dear, I am frighted; you are dif- 
waſted; Jam ruined, and your children too. Okt | 
let me know how it is. 

Dewi. My dear, be not frighted, 1 have the thee 


uſe of ſenſe and reaſon, and expreſſed myſelf fo, t 


prepare your attention to what F ſhall further fay; 
wherein you ſhall find every part of what I faid to be 


ſtrictly true. I went out rich in my, own eſteem; 


but I met with that abroad which effectually con- 
vinced me, I never did one perfect good deed in my 
life, and ſo come home poor. I went from home 
really poor, and wretghed and naked; and come home 
cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of a glorious Re- 
deemer, in whom all things are mine; for in him 
the eternal God is my portion. I went out alive, 
1 myſelf entitled to life 9 but that 8 * 
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is flain, and I am dead to that law: I went out 
dead in fins, but the eternal God. has been pleaſed 
to quicken me, I have heard the voice of God, and 
ſhall live. And now, my dear, in the moſt fervent. 
affection deſiring you may partake of the ſame hap- 
pineſs, I. will tell you how this was effected. 
Axp then he entered upon the Rory of his con- 
verſion at Hy/rydle, the anguiſh of mind he went 
through, &c. But long before be finiſhed what he 
had to ſay, he ſaw. how. it was with his poor wife; 
firſt, he faw her. attention quickened, then cheeks 


| glowing, and tears trickling; at laſt ſhe cries out, And 


is their hope for ſuch a one as I? Will that 
Saviour ſave me? The ſervants alſo, who were p ſeat 
by their maſter's. order, cried out, What ſhall due do 
to be ſaved? Great was their cry under diftreſs, and 
many were his tears of joy. He ſpoke comfortably, 
to them, and being now greatly encouraged, be ſaid, 
Come let us worſhip the true God, in the glorious 
Redeemer; and thereupon he prayed, and the Spirit 
of God was greatly with him: And his wife and 
ſervants believed. 

Gaveddas, My var; what wonderful Grace is this}: 
bleſſed be God to all eternity, for this journey and; 
the fruits of it. I here zenounce all vain confidences,. 
and betake myſelf to this precious Redeemer, aud 
caſt my poor, periſhing ſoul upon. him. 

Tux rejoiced. together in God; and when the: 
table was ſpread for their refreſhment, Dewi, in a 
very evangelical manner, bleſſed God, and implored 
his. bleſſing on the food his providence had prepared. 
This alſo was a new thing to his wife and ſervants, 
but what they now. thought exceeding agreeable. They, 
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could hardly eat for joy: Chriſt was all the ſubject 
of their diſcourſe ; on him they fed; it was the kind» 
neſs of their youth. After refreſhment Dews returned 
thanks, and then deſired his wife, ſeeing it was not 
yet very late, to take a walk with him to ſee his 
dear friend Yefan: But while they were diſcourſing 
of this, who comes in but Tcſan, with a countenance: 
not very chearful: Says: : 
Dewi.. Brother, ſee what God has wrought ! my 
wife and ſervants have received Chriſt, and we have 
been worſhipping him together: 1 can never be thauk- 
ful enough. — How is it at home with you ? 
Yefan, Ah, my dear friend, a new trial attends: 
me, which I am afraid will be a trial to the end 
of my days: I found my wife through merey well, 
and met with a joyful and kind reception. Where - 
upon with chearfulneſs I told her, that this was the 
beſt journey that ever I had in my life; for I had 
found a pearl of great price, more valuable than all 
the World; that I was made to believe on % Chrift,. 
the Genie of ſinners.- And are you then a Chriſtian, 
faid ſhe? I anſwered that I was; by the Grace of 
God. Then ſhe replied that all her comfort was for” 
ever at an end; and wiſhed a thouſand times I had 
never gone from home. Then, in the moſt tender 
manner, I prayed her to hear my experience of the 
work of God, how I was convinced of my wretched 
ſtate, Ke. With 2 countenance diſcovering the greateſt 
indignation, ſhe replied, ©* Not I. I'Il hear none of 
your cant; Oh, unhappy woman! Oh, poor unhappy: 
children!” and upon that withdrew, and I ſuppoſe 
is ſhut up in her cloſet. I never did ſee any thing 
like this temper in her in my life: And as for the: 
Ds two: 
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two poor young men, they are come, and it in our 


kitchen, tired, and ſeem much dejected at our preſent 
diſtraction. The Father of mercies have * on 
me and mine — 

+ Dewi. Come my dear Ye as, 5 not caſt down, 
you know more of the things of God than 1 do; 
but I know that power and mercy belong to him: 


God has a mind to try your faith; he knew mine 


was too weak to bear a trial, therefore he favoured 
me wenderfully; but 1 hope he-hath as great things 
in reſerve for you, and takes this way to make them 
the ſweeter when they come. If you pleaſe in 
ſend for the two young men hither. : 
Tung were fent for, —the 53d chapter of 1/aia}h 
was read, Dewi and Tan both prayed; the firſt 
abounded in thankſgiving, and the other in earneſt 
wreſtlings with God; And then wiſhed each other 


A good night. 


Theophilus, How does God diſappoint the thoughts 
of the children of men! and efpecially when tod 
confident in the fleſh... Nan gave his wife a won- 
derfully good word, and may be ſhe might deſerve it, 
but he was quickly taught, chat good temper and 
mildneſs will appear as, averſe to real chriſtianity, 
as the moſt rough and ſorly tempers. There is nothing 
in the moſt engaging that diſpoſes towards faith ; this 
is the gift of God. But pray go on. - 

Epenetus, Next morning, after the worſhip of God, 
Dewi and his wife made J. a viſit, with a deſign 
to aſſiſt him under his preſent] diſtreſs. By one of 
the maids, word was carried to Araf, for that was 
Yefan's wife's name, that there was a gentlewoman 
below that wanted to ſpeak with her, When the 
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came down, ſhe was a little ſurpriſed to ſee Devi, 
but like a gentlewoman, in a handſome manner 
welcomed him home, and ſpoke kindly to his ſpouſe, 
and intreated them to take their ſeats. When they 
had ſo done, Gweddus ſays; Madam, this has been 
a wonderful Journey to your ſpouſe and mine; and 
I muſt own amazing grace to me, in bringing me 
to venture the Salvation of my Soul upon Jeſus the 
Chrift ; and my huſband and I are come to wait 
upon you, to give you ſome account of the dealings 
of God with us; hoping it may be of uſe for your 
preſent and eternal good. | 

Araf. Madam, I am very much obliged to you 
for your kind offer; but beg you would not-take 
it ill, that at preſent I decline your aſſiſtance. If 
my huſband has any thing to ſay, when convenient, 
J deſign to hear him with more _— than I did 
laſt night. 
ron this, they took up a little time in common 
diſcourſe, and parted; but when they were gone, 
Araf put herſelf. in her huſband's way, that he might 
take his opportunity if he would, which he 1 5 
ingly did; they both ſat. down, and he began: 
dear, I take it as a favour that you are W id 
hear me. I went out of curioſity to hear the preacher” 
of chriſtianity, reſolved not only to reject, but to 
deride what 1 ſhauld hear: but ere I was aware, 
a power more than human took hold of my heart, 
and —— But here ſhe. i interrupted, and ſaid, My dear, 
excuſe me, I beg you would not trouble me with 
any thing. you felt or fancied; if you have any thing 
you can. rationally offer againſt your old religion, 
and for your new, let me hear it. | 

D 6 Fefane 
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Tan. Then, my dear, obſerve, my old religion 
ſhut me up from the knowledge of the true God; even 
in Athens there is an altar to the unhnown God; but 
chriſtianity directs me to the knowledge of the true 
God, his divine perfections, and how to worſhip him 


with acceptance; my old religion kept me from ac- 


quaintance with myſelf, but in the light of chriſtianity- 


I fee what Iam. My old religion had only ſome per- 


plexing inquiries after the chief good; but in chriſ-- 
tianity I ſee and enjoy it. My old religion frighted* 
and perplexed: me with the tranſmigration of ſouls,. 


but in Chriſtianity I ſee that happy ſouls paſs imme- 


diately to Chriſt, into heavenly glory; and ſhall in 
dus time have their own bodies again. My old reli- 
gion led to trifling or cruel facrifices; which the eternal 
God could never accept of as atonements for the ſins 
of men ;- but chriſtianity diſcovers that ſacrifice which 
God himſelf appointed, and wherein my wol finds» 
15325 

Arn. If you can make good bot the principaF 
part of what you ſaid, I promiſe you it will be no dif- 
ficulty to make me a chriftian. Then faid 2%fax; now, 
my dear; — and began upon the knowledge of the- 
true God; as he went along, flie always threw in his 
way what objetiions ſhe thought fit, and he removed 
them as well as he could; but it took up more days 
than one to go through the whole 5/ a particular account 
of the debate, the deſign of my ſtory wilt not admit; 
only I muſt 0bſerve that this tedious-ttia? proved of great 
uſe do fan. However, at the concluſion of it, ſhe 


ſaid, wall you agree to a conference with my father, 


brothers, and other e gon; mow N 
up 


* 
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in our dining-room ? 2efan anſwered, agreed, my 
dear, fix your day, ure your men. | 

Ollogifticus. I can't help admiring the grace of 
God even in perplexing. trials and diſappointments! 


What a glorious defign runs through and appears upon 
divine providence. This hard ſtudy his wife put him 
upon, proved to him perhaps as profitable as if he had? 
reaſoned daily in the ſchools. 

Theophilus. But ſeeing family - worſhip is very pre- 
cious to a believer, his heart muſt be for worſhipping. 
the God of the families of Jrael; pray how did he 
do F 

| Epenetize, The ſecond night he ſtood reſolved upon 
it, and having fixed Cradog in his houſe and ſervice, he 
omitted no part of God's worſhip; ſolemnly aſked a 
bleſſing and gave thanks at table; and after ſupper he 
called his family together and ſaid, I think-it my duty 
to own the eternal God my Redeemer; he makes it 
my duty, as a maſter in my family, to command my 
children and ſervants to attend divine worſhip with 
me; I ſhall therefore go before you in reading a part 
of his word, and calling upon his name: Whereupon 
his wife withdrew :—lt went to his ſoul; and he ſent up 
a /igh to heaven. Thus he kept on family worſhip, 
night and morning, notwithſtanding his diſcourage- 
ments. But Cradeg was of vaſt ſervice: his maſter 
had vr wat pats ro es to ſee 2 eee ver 
verted. 

Wars, the'fixed day drew on; and Dew; 4 Na 
ſpent the day before, in faſting and prayer at Deavi's 


| Houſe, and Z4gar and Cradeg were with them: Dewi's 


family were alſo preſent :: They offered' up many ſtrong 


tries and tears that 41 * = 1 wife thought they” 
were 


—— — 
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were together ſomewhere, conſulting: what arguments 
to uſe, and how to defend them; but their buſineſs 
was with-God. | 
Tus appointed time came, her father and brothers 
were preſent, and many acquaintance who were deſired 
to be there, ſo that the dining- room was full. The 
chriſtians had prayed before they came there; and 
Yefan taking an open bible in his hand, ſtood up and: 


ſaid, © The word which God ſent unto the children 


« of I/rael, preaching peace by Je/us Chrift he is 
« Lord of all. How God anointed Jeſus of Naza- 
© reth, with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power, who- 
« went about doing good and healing all that were 
«« oppreſſed of the devil; for God was with him. 
« Whom the Jews flew, and hanged on a tree: Him 


« God raiſed up the third day, and ſhewed him open- 


«© ly; not to al! the people, but to witneſſes choſen- 
«© before of God; who did eat and drink with him 


te after he aroſe from the dead; his ſervants are com- 


© manded to preach unto the people, and teſtify that 


sit is he which was ordained- of God to be the Judge 
% of quick and dead; to him give all the prophets 


„% witneſs, that through his name, whoſoever beliey- 
c eth in him, ſhall-receiye remiſſion of fins,” (r) 4 

Men, brethren and | fathers, ſaid Zefan, I was 
very lately of the number of thoſe. who deſpiſed this 
bleſſed Redeemer, and went to hear him preached with 


a defign to ſcoff; but the eternal God having mercy. 


on me, was pleaſed to cauſe his word to take hold 2 
my beart, and I will now take the freedom to give yon 
a faithful account of that nne Which he did 
een manser. | n ales 
564 1 | 9 
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Bor before he had half done, he obſerved a migh- 
ty attention, and many tears among the people, which 
added vigour unto his voice, and courage to his ſoul; 
and when he had done, he defired Dew: to reſtify what 
he knew of God and his works 

Taz old gentleman, Yefan's father-in-law, 150 
name was Didwyll, immediately ſtood up and ſaid; 
My children, brethren and friends, I came here with 
a deſign to diſpute, and to repel words with words 
but now I muſt own the ſalvation of Ze/as the Re- 
deemer, adore and worſhip. I am convinced the 
words mentioned out of the book, are the words of the 
moſt high God, I never heard any thing like them in 
my life, they carry their on evidence with them. 
Bleſſed be the Lord that ever I heard them; I think it 
my duty to confeſs Je/ar Chrift ; and I believe with 
my heart. As a poor periſhing ſinner, I caſt myſelf 
upon him alone for peace and pardon; for ever re- 
nouncing heatheniſm root and branch. 

Tus glory of this day was ſo weighty upon Yefan's: 
foul, that he cried out, Haſauna / to the Son of David, 
Hoſanna-! in the higheft. He could hardly ſtand up 
under the comfort ; he deſired Dew#to go to prayer, 
which he did with great enlargedneſs of foul. Great 
was this day, nor could they tell how to part. To re- 
late how it was with Teſas's wife, when with plenteous: 
tears ſhe bewailed her unbelief, and admired divine 
grace, expreſſing her dere of an intereſt in chat. per: 

haps may be thought too affecting. 

: - Chriflophilus. Such ſeaſons I believe were ds | 
frequent i in the early days of chriſtianity, and though 
it is but low at preſent, yet greater ſeaſons are com- 
ing, when Ziani children ſhall make haſte, and ſhall 
- fly 
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fly as a cloud. In your account, %s wife 
ſeemed dejected, but her huſband had great reaſon to 
admire the wiſdom of providence, in overruling her 
unbelief to bring about ſuch an opportunity. God' 
took off his ſackcloth, and girded him with gladneſs, 

Epenetus. True; and ns wife had great reaſon of 
Joy too, for God had reached her by his grace; but 
the could not chearfully conclude ſo. The greatneſe 
of her unbelief pierced her foul. Her paſt averſion to 
Chriftianity— grieving her huſband — and refuſing to: 
join in family worſhip, now added unto her load. In 
ſhort, ſhe entertained fears that ſhe was too great a 
finner to be ſaved; at leaſt doubted whether Fe/as 
Ghrift would fave her or no. So here was freſh work 
cut out for Fefan, to remove the doubts and fears of 
his wife, and encourage her faith. But this turned to- 
a good account afterwards. » 


Bur I ſhould have told yon, that the people were” were 
deſirous to know what en muſt do; Dewi: told them 


_ that F/ddlon was expected very bon, and of bim they 


ſhould more partienlarly inquire; in the mean time 
deſired them all to meet in the ſame room the next firſt 
day of the week; for fays he, it is the Lord's day, that 
we may worſhip him together. Accordingly they met x: 
Dews and Yefan prayed, read the ſeriptures, and _ 
cording to the beſt of their ability gave the /ex/e; 

veral more came and were reached by grace. They 


kept meetings alſo on week-days, and many gathered 
to them, and great was the ſaccels ; fo that ina little 


time there were ſeveral ſcores converted; fo mightily 


grew the word of God, and prevailed. 


Neophytus. But you ſay, they read the word, oy 
gave the ſenſe, which is a kind of preaching; Pray by 
what authority did they this ? 


A 
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Epenetus. When there was upon a time a great per- 
ſecution againſt the church which was at Feru/alem,. 
they were all ſcattered abroad, except the apoſtles z; 
and they that were ſcattered went every where preach- 
ing the word; it was by the ſame authority. they did 
this. There was a. certain Jew named Ajollos, who 
ſpake and taught diligenily the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptiſm of Jom, nor did Aquila: 
and Priſcilla who expounded to him the way of God: 
more perfectly, nor yet the apoſtles, when they came 
to know of it, blame him as one wanting authority ;— 
by the /ame authority:they taught. He that hath my 
« word, let: him ſpeak my word faithfully(s). If 
any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the oracles of 
% God (t).“ Dol ſee a perſon periſhing, and have 
I not a call from. God to do-all I can to ſave him ? The- 
perſon to whom God has given gifts and abilities to 
do good, has certainly a call from God to do it. 

Neophytics.. But does not this deſtroy goſpel order; 
and open a door unto any vain perſon to take upon 
him that ſacred work, though never called to it:? 
. Epenttus: Not at all; the work was mecefſary; 
though there was no church as yet to call them there- 
unto. It is God that calls 10 the work. and gives 
ability for it ; the church can do nothing in it but o] n 
God's call, and follow him. But as to vain perſons: 
who take upon them this work, however unqualified. 
for it, the ſin is theirs.. 

Theophilus. My dear Neophytus, it ĩs God that gives the! 
ability and authority to preach, and inclines the heart: 


n Fo . % 2.266 h, 10, 1 
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to defire the good work; a Church of Chrif-in-ſending 
any perſon forth, does but acknowledge this already 


done. No church in the world can eh any part 


of it. The regular call of a church, where it may 
be had, makes the whole orderly and beautiful, and 
recommends the perſon to ſervice and acceptance; but 
the authority muſt be from above: Otherwiſe, the 
eternal God will fay unto him, What haſt zhou to do 
to declare my ſtatutes? Excuſe us, beloved ns 


and proceed. 


Epenetus. Sooner than was expected, though not 
foonee than was delired, Ffyddlon comes to town, 
and with him To/yrio/, in whoſe houſe the biſhop 
lodged, and alfo the honeſt godly landlord Buddiol, 
and Alfred his man. They were received with the 
utmoſt reſpe and affeQiqn ; (chriſtians were very dear 
to each other in thoſe days 5 and after a ſmall refreſh- 
ment, they worſhipped God together at Year's houſe, 
Dewi and all his family being there. Dew!/'s wife 


chearfully confeſſed her faith in the Redeemer, and 


Yefan's wife, with many tears, declared ſhe ventured 
all upon Chrif, believing there was Salvation no 
where elſe; whereupon they both, and all theirs, 
were vor 8 Their rede _ to- 

gether 


* From the neccunt bf Baptiſm being viaiaidirca, as above, 
Nephytus takes 6ccafion to aſt a ſew queſtions relative to that or- 
finance. The ſobſtance of the replies and arguments js as follows, 
1. Tur beptiſm was adminiſteted to infants, in the apoſtslic 
age, is pleaded from ſcripture ce and precepts 3 far the former 
are urged As xvi. 15. Lydia was baptized and her bouſhold, 


A, wei. 33. The Jailor was baptized, and all bis ſtralghtway. 


» Cor. i, 26, I baptized alſo che boufhold of Stephanas ; = and for 
. 
your 


* 
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gether with Edgar and Cradog, confeſling their faith 
in the Lord Jeſus, were baptized immediately; their 
little meeting was concluded with prayer and praiſe; 
and now being late, they prepared for reſt; and a 

| ſervant 


your children, The: reaſon why you pareate thould be baptived ity 


BrcAusz the promiſe is to you; but the promiſe is to your chil- 
dren alſo, and THEREFORE they ſhould be baptized. 

2. Twar baptiſm was adminiſtered by the application or ſprink- 
ling of water, and not by plunging, is maintained from At its 
9. 18, 19. Paul was three days and neither did eat nor drink, — 
and was baptized, — and when he had received meat he was ffrength- 
ened, His ſore condition of body and mind, makes it highly im- 
probable that he was immerſed. Alſo As xvi. 34. The Jailor 
weiked "the frigne of Paul "ext" as, nnd bs nee bagels, "nnd "66 
his fraightway. 

3+ As to ſcripture phraſes and expreſſions, as they relate to the 
mode of baptiſar, ſuch as in Jordan, into the water, out of the 
water, buried in baptiſm, aud Fobn. baptizing in Enon, becauſe there 
was much water there 3 — it is replied, that all means no more than 
at Jordan, to the water, from the water, with Chris in the baptiſm 
of his ſufferings, and Jabs chuſing to preach and baptize in a 
country, where the multitudes and their beaſts might be refreſhed, 
— The word Baptizo, it is remarked, is ſo far from ſiguify ing 
nothing but dipping or plunging, that, on the contrary, there are 
many places in the New Teſtament where we are under an ab- 


ſolute neceflity to underftand pouring or ſprinkling by it; and that 


there is never à place in the ſcripture where it does neceſſarily 


Ggnify plunging or dipping. Mark vii. 4. And when they come 
from the market, except they waſh (Greek baptize) they eat not. 


- the waſhing (Greek baptizing) of cups and pots, brazen veſſels 


and tables, 1 Cor. x. , 2. All our fathers were under the doud;,— - 
and were all baptized, Heb, ix. 10. 1 N 
baptiſnu. 

4+ Tux greind of infants -Für ts pes NE =. 
gular, Intereſt in the p: omiſe gives a right to baptiſty, rhe children 
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Kring was ordered to inform all the- Chriſtians, that 
Ffoddlon was come, and was to preach in that room 
at à certain hour next day. 


Ar 


neon between a natural deſcent from godly parents, and an intereſt 
in the ſpivitie), eternal covenant,-is liable te many weighty objec7ions. 
In reviewing this ſubject, which has of late eſpecially engaged 
the attention of the publick, and the pens of able writers, I per- 
ceive, that the champions on the ene ſide ate by no means agreed 
upon this queſtion, Gr whe? is the x1GHT of infants to baptiſm 
founded f And thoſe on the other know very well how to avail 


themſelves, of the ſact. The Padobaptiſts generally in defending 


their cauſe, content themſelves with urging a variety of topics which 
Separately conſidered appear to have but little weight; whereas taken 
in their colleffize force, they ſeem to amount to a conchuſive ar- 
gument, and a ſufficient apology for their pract ce. Their oppo» 


nents are aware of this, and immediately ſeize their bundle of 


arrows and taking chem one by one, they break ſame and bord: 
others, triumphing in the ſucceſs. 

Fon my own part, ſhould any af me hy, as a chriſtian” 
miniſter, I baptize an infant? I can truly anfwer that I have tha 
very ſame reaſon for | doing it that John the baptiſt had for bap- 
tiving penitent finners,, in Jordan and Znorg — the ſame reaſon that 
Jus, by the miniftry of his diſciples, had, for baptizing a ſtill 
greater multitude ; — and, finally, the ſame reaſon that our baptiſt 
brethren have, or agb to have, and which they profes to have 
in the general tenor of | their gra@ice, for bapticing adult. But 
this is not a-place to inter into particulars.—At preſent, — with · 
out derogating from the due force of | thoſe arguments commonly 
adduced, I ſhall content myſelf with. the following remarks. 

1. WuaTzyza there may be in the ordinance of baptiſm of” 
2 poſitive conſideration, there is nothing relative to the fabjef7s of 
it ſo arely poſitive; as to be independent on all naval grounds j— 
nay further, whatever relates to the qualifications of the ſubj 
is of à nature entirely moral, — and to ſay otherwiſe muſt imply 
2 rontradiffion. Baptiſm, therefore, is an ordinance of a mixed. 
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Ar the hour appointed the following day, there 
came a crouded auditory; and Ffyddlon's text was, 
I/aiah lvi. 8. The Lord God which gathereth the 
<< outcaſts of I/ae! faith, yet will I gather others 
<< to him, beſides thoſe that are gathered unto him.” 
And in the afternoon, (for he preached twice that 
day) John vi. 37. All that the Father giveth me, 
«© ſhall come to me, and him that cometh to me, 
«c will in no wife caſt out.“ And God did greatly 
own the word of his grace; the converted were in 


69 


a manner, on the mount all the day long, and many 


more were turned to the Lord. And the chriſtians 
that came with Hyydulon, were made ſo glad with 
God's work, that they eried out, — Blefed be the 
glory of the Lord from this place! The next day 


2. As far as.this, or any ſuch ordinanee, partikes of a mera 
nature, the reaſon and defign of the law, or if you pleaſe the ſpirir 
of it, is our rule of duty; — And only fo far as it partakes of 
A poſitive nature is the letter of the law our rule, J 

3. As what relates to the guallficatians of the ſubjects is of 
moral confideration, we are neceſſitated to ſeek in them the reaſon 
and intention of the command ;— but infants, partakiny of the great 
port qualification, . which the evideor defipn of the ordinance re- 

. quires, ought to be baptized; and it muſt imply breach of duty in 
,a miniſter to decline it. 

To argue on this principle — © Baptiſm 18 4 poſitive right and 
therefore ouGnT to be expreſs, full and circomftantial” — is, en 
the principles, conceſſions and practice of Antipedobaptiſtas, demon 
Arably fallacious. For, the hw of baptiſm is evidently, in un 

not circomftantial and determinate, and therefore is not, Tannot 
8 poſitive, See Mr. Booths Peper 
examined, (p. 11, cr paſſim) a work lately publiſhed, which diſcovers 
a conſiderable degree of good temp-r, ingenuity, labour and eruditionz 
but, if 1 miſtake not, a great part, if not 2 
which reſts on the above ſnd:fen/iBle bypothelis, | | 


— 
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ework, for I am with you, ſaith the Lord. Where he 
put them upon, and directed them into, church fel- 
lowſhip; whereupon after he had done, the people 
defired more particular inſtructions. 


Chriftophilus, I could wiſh to know what thoſe in- 


ſtructions were, and how they were followed. 
Epenetun. Having obſerved to them how God was 
worſhipped by the Patriarch, and afterwards by the 


church of Jrael, under the mo/aic inſtitutions; he 


told them how, upon the change of the prieſthood, 
there was of neceſſity alſo a change of the law; (u) 
explained to them that law of the redeemer which 
regards his church, its matter, form and order, and 


dieſired them to fix upon all they judged really godly 


as fit materials for the ſpiritual building. 

Neophytus. This very entrance ſeems. a hard taſk ; 
how could they judge who were really godly ? 

Theophilus, In their ſearch after real godlineſs, 
churches ſhould deſire the eternal God to direct them, 
and faithfully do what they can. 
_ Chriftophilus., Want of faithfulneſs and care this 
way has brought defolation and ruin upon many 
churches : A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ; 
and a root of bitterneſs ſpringing up will defile many. 
(v) When Saul, afterwards Paul, aſſayed {to Join him- 
ſelf to the diſciples, they were afraid to receive him, 
till they were ſetisſied that he was a converted per- 


ſon. () 


Neophytas. Though I am eng yet to my grief 1 


| have ſoon News), who were members of churches, 


* | | | whoſe 


On O (7) thine 26 27 
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whoſe converſation diſcovered very little real godlineſs, 
if any: And ungodly people, by many things they 
could obſerve, muſt think them the very ſame with 
themſelves, notwithſtanding the claim * might * 
to religion. 
Tuacephilus. Such perſons, either putting on a form 
of religion, and ſhew of zeal, crept in unawares 
deceived the church (for no church upon earth is in- 
Fallible) or elle have been overcome by their own. cor- 
ruptions, and the temptations of Satan, and ſo as 
poor backſliders are led into captivity by the law of ſin. 
However, a church of Chriſt walking according to 
rule, will not ſuffer ſuch to ſtand long in church-rela- 
tion, to the diſhonour of Zios's King, and the hurt of 
his fincere ſubjects, 
 Neophytus. No doubt an immoral walk, whereby 
ungodlineſs diſcovers itſelf, is diſhonourable and -dan- 
gerous: But diſcourüng the other day with one, he 
told me it was a wrong thing to inßſt upon the new 
birth, and faith, and real godlineſs; for thereby a 
- wrong ſtep, in perſons pretending thereto, becomes the 
more remarkable, and draws a heavier cenſure ; and 
therefore he thought that moral honeſty was enough to 
be required of any church-members. 

- Chriftophilus. But when, you ſee him next, pray 
aſk him, what part hath a true believer in Chriſt with 
a moral quiet infide/? Can they be equally yoked ? 
| Auger ſaitgd to d NS under a ſenſe of the 

| bee 


* Would to God that this were not a'prevailing evil in the preſent 
day, when the world and the charches of Chriſt are ſo dangerouſly in- 
termixt | May be whoſe fan is in his hand, by his word and ** * 


bjs churches, ſeparate the chef from the wheat ! 


Anfulneſt of fin? To reits together in the dear Re- 
deemer? To gray together for the light of God's 
countenance, and the refreſhments of his preſence ? 
One fays in his heart, ** It is good for me to draw 
&E near to God, his face will I ſcek ;*” — the other ſays 
in his heart to God, Depart ſom: me, I defire not 
% the knowledge of 'thy ways.“ Are they fit for 
the moſt intimate communion and fellowſhip? Can 
they © Strengthen the hands of each other in God!“ 
' Neephytus: It was faid that Fiyddlon defired them 
to fix upon whom they judged really Py" ns 

not he more capable of judging? | . 
 Epenetus. So they would have him do; but he tell 
them it was their proper bufineſs to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with regard to each other's faith, experience 
and converſation; that a relation of, and an inquiry 


into, each -other”s acquaintanee with the grace of God, 


would lay a laſting foundation for che wok intimate 
Fellowſhip under Chriſt's yoke.” | 
Theophilus. "Thete are ſome in the Wld who whe 


no care of this, but leave all with the preacher 5 but 


chriſtian churches are for chriſtian communion, which, 

- without acquaintance with each other's faith in Chriſt, 

ny experience of the grace of God, can hardly be 

' mkintained. — But pray what further inſtruction did 

TICS give them? | 

Dpenetur. They being well fatisfied in each other's 
| modliics; and ſilial inclinations to follow the Lord in 


all tis pure inſtitutions, he adviſed them to fix a day of 


faſting and prayer, that after ſolemnly ſeeking God 
they might according to his wall, - publickly reſign 
3 2 theits unto hs dear Dao in a 


— 


8 church 
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church tate. Ie alſo put them upon ind aſſiſted them - 
in ſome things preparatory thereunto. 
 Chrifophilus, Pray what things were they? 
Epenetus. You ſhall have the ſubſtance of them 

preſently.—— The fixed day came, and all the godly 


were there betimes ; they looked upon it as the great- 


eſt day of their lives, — the day of their publick 
eſpouſals. 7efan began, and the reſt in order follow- 
ed, publickly to acknowledge their fin and guilt: —, 
They mourned, — they wept, — they ioathed them- 
ſelves tn their own fight, — and admired the patience 
ef God towards them. 

Neoplytus. This was looking t to \ him whom they had 
pierced, and AIDE for him as one mourneth for an 
only ſon, 

Epenetus. It was ſo: But after ſome time they i in the 
tendereſt manner owned the wonders of grace, in mak- 
iag the word effectual to them for their converſion from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan to 
God; —and in this SF were very Dr and 
affecting. 

Neoplytus. Thus they OMB his mighty acts, and 
uttered the memory of his great goodneſs. 0 | 

 Epenetus. Yes; and appearing in the conpleaitels 
and beauty of their holy profeſſion, they ſang of his 
righteouſneſs, with tears of joy. — And old © Didzoy/l 
ſpoke aloud. — I will greatly rejoice'in the Lord, my 
5 ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
« me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered 


me with the robe of Tighteouſneſs ; as a bridegroom 


« decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride 
? adorneth herſelf with jewels,” 


| E * Nreplytus. 
59 ” N 4- . 
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Neophtus. Thus Jehovah was their firergth and 
their ſong, having become their ſalvation. 
Epenetut. True; and in the next place they recog- 


nized the great deſign of the day, and bleſſed God 


that ever they were born toe ſee it, and that they were 
all there preſent to make a publick ſurrehder of 
themſelves to the Lord 

Ir was agreed that 7efan ſhould 20 before them in 
the work of the day: He then ſtood up and read with 
© an audible voice the confeſſion of faith, which contain- 
ed the principal heads of divinity; — much to the 
ſame purpoſe with what we call the 4/embly's and the 
Savoy confeſſions. 

Neophytus. Then the doctrine we call calvinifm i is, 
I ſee, a great deal older than Calviz. 


Epenetus. Aye, to be ſure; for he took it ont of the | 
bible, and fo did theſe: But Ye/an having read it 
diſtinctly through, ſaid tg the people, —If thus you 


believe with the heart, — and if thus you are ready at 
all times to confeſs with the mouth, — ſtand up and 
ſignify it by lifting up the. hand : — Which they un- 


animouſly did. 


 Txzn fan read the covenant, the people all fit 
3. and. told them that this was the holy engage- 

a they were now going co enter into before the 
1 and having read it to them, he ſaid he would 
now read it for them and himſelf, and defired they 


would all ſtand up, with their right hand lifted up 


towards heaven; and at the concluſion they all ſaid, 


amen: And Jus, the company being ſeated, ſaid,.— 


«« Byt Chriſt as a ſon over his own houſe; whoſe 
«© houſe are we, if we hold faſt the confidence, and 


the . of the 255 firm unto the end: The » 


% houſe 
+ * 
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«© houſe of God, the church of the living God; no 
c more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
« with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of God: And 
« are built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and 
* prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 


corner ſtone, in whom all the building fitly framed 


6 together, groweth up an holy temple in the 
« Lord, in whom we alſo are built together for an 
* habitation of God through the ſpirit,” 

Trey ſung the 12th chapter of T/aiah; and Yefan 
concluded with prayer. — Upon this Ffjddlon ſaid, — 
Brethren, the church of Chriſt, of which I am paſtor, 
knew nothing of this great work of God when we 
came from home, elſe we ſhould have been ſent as 
meſſengers to behold your faith and order; and approv- 
ing of both, ſhould have given you in the name of the 
church, the right hand cf fellowſhip ; ; but bleſſed be 
the God of all grace, this is beyond our expectation; 


as private chriſtians we on you a precious church of 


Chriſt. — Then Tus deſired him to give them a 
word of exhortation ; which he did, with great affec- 
tion, and the meeting concluded with prayer and 
praiſe. 

Neophytus., WELL, great was ſuch a day s work; 
but will you oblige me with at Raſh an abſtract of the 
covenant ? 

Epenetus, It ran thus: We poor canes having 
«« deſtroyed. ourſelves — yet being brought through 
« orace and everlaſting love to look unto him on 
«© whom our help is laid, — under a ſenſe of our 
«« exceeding ſinfulneſs, repent and mourn before The 
« Lord: And do here openly, and without reſerve, 
® reſign ourſelves and ours up wholly to Chriſt, the 

E 2 complete 


daining their elders? 


ing the covenant, whether it be abſo! utely jr to 
the being of a church? | 
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«© complete Saviour of ſinners, in church fellowſhip 
and communion ; — reſolving and promiſing in 
his ſtrength, to believe his promiJes, live by faith on 
* him, obey his precepts, hearken to the voice of his 
©* providence, ſerve him and each other according to 
all the laws, ſtatutes and ordinances of his houſe ; —+ 
taking the written word for our rule, aiming in 
all at the glory of God our Saviour — our prophet, 


e prieſt and king, — each other's edification, the 


*« increaſe of Chriſt's kingdom, and the good of all 
* mankind, under the ſpecial direction, and by the 
t aſſiſtance of the ſpirit of the Lord.” 
Tuvs you have a plain account of the firſt church 
at Caerludd, matter and form, — Firſt they were 
converted by grace, and ſo tied for a ſpiritual houſe; 
and then under this holy engagement they aſſociated 
together, and became formally a church of Chriſt, 
Theophilus, Our beldved Epenetus, we. are very 
much obliged to you for what you have gone through, 
but I humbly apprehend you have a confiderable 


work ftill before You. Here is a church indeed, 
built upon the true foundation, but not organized; — 


| there is no officer in it. Now I hope you will be pleaſe 
ed to give us ſome account of their chooſing and or- | 


r y | 


'' Neophytus. But, with fabmiſon, before that is 
entered upon, I beg to be further informed concern- 


Syllogfricus. To be ſure it is: For how can two 
gue OT except they be agreed ? (x) When per- 


| ſons” 


4 * * 
= 
. 
* 
* . 
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ſons? faces are turned Zion- ward, then they ſhall ſay, 
Come, let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual 
covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten. (y)) Members of 
churches ſtand in a ſpecial viſible” relation to each 


other, and this relation (in adults) is voluntary ; and 
therefore perſons are received and rejected by agree - 


ment, which without a covenant would be impoſſible.— 
Again, in a church, perſons are to be watched over, 
admoniſhed, called upon not to forſake the aſſembling 
of themſelves together, Se. and if unto tranſgreſſion 


they add obſtinate impenitency, then the church is 


bound to put ſuch away from among themſelves ; 
which things neceſſarily require- a covenant or agrec- 
ment, » 

Neophytas: But is it neceſſary the covenant Qtwuld- 
be in the very words Epenetus gave us? 

Syllogifticur., No: Other words may be uſed, more 
or fewer, as. may be thought moſt agreeable; but all 
according to the tenor of the Goſpel. 

Neophytur: Excuſe me: Is it ates, it-ſhould be 


A written covenant 7 _- 


Syllogifticus, Not abſolutely nocefiry, though very 
expedient ; for the more explicit the beiter. 
Neophytus. In the covenant it was ſaid they gave 
up themſelves and theirs, whereby muſt be meant their 
children: Are the children of church members related 
to the church their parents belong to, as r. 


thereof? 


Syllogiftieus. Without doubt; for it is expreſly 
ſaid concerning new teſtament churches, that their 


. * children 2 alſa be as . time. (z) 


1 
(y) J. J. 3. (z) 15 xx, 20. 


| * 
| | 

| 

| 
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Neophytus, But what church privilege, are the- 


children of the church entitled to? 


Sylhogifticus. They are under the Hecial inſpedtion, 
watch and care of the church, — intereſted in the 
grayers thereof, — as they grow up, ſhould be called 
upon to every duty, and when they are Judged ft, Oe = 
mitted to the Lord's Supper. | 

Neophytus. And, pray, are they upon obſtinacy 
in ſinful ways to paſs under church cegſur er? 

| HNlegifticur. Doabtleſs : The very nature of the 
thing requires it; and in'a due diſcharge of it they: 

may expert the * 
5 "7 * Neaphyrur.. 


| » Dr. DopparDcr, in his courſe of lectures, after enumerating 


ſexeral advantages attending the church=memberſbip of infants, adds, 


= But it is by a very particular turn of thought, that Mr, Mor- 
& rice, in his dialogues, argues, that ſuch relation to the church. 
may bring them within the reach of ſts cenſures, in cafe of groſs. 
« miſbekaviour, which if allowed may be à conſiderable berg: But 
«4 perhaps it may be urged, that the counterpart. to this is admitting 
«them to the Lord's table, if they do nothing to deſerve cenſure,” 
led, ccv. On which 1 remark, 

. If infants have 3. right. to baptiſm, what aflignable reaſon is 


© there why they have not a conſequential right to church memberſhip ?- 


And if they ate entitled to the latter, why ſhould they nor be treated 
3 eſpecially as a c:n/iderable benefit might-attend it? 
"A's to the objeRion, ** That the counterpart to thig is to ad- 
5% ada to the Lord's table, if they-do nothint to deſer ve cenſure, 
— I aſk, what is there unreaſonable or unſcriptural in ſuch an objec-, 
tion? Nay further, in point of right, how can the two. ordinances 
be ſeparated ? Are not © The ſame reaſom which are brought for 
« jnfunt baptiſm, in like manner applicable to infant communion ?- 
« And will not the objections againſt the latter admit of the fame .. 
* anfiver ga thoſe againſt the former ?**—See Mr, Jamxs PEIRCE's 


ce in favour of the ancient | prafice: of givirg the Eucharift to. 
2 Nor do 1 ſee. how his reaſoning can be eraded by a (on- 


fient: 


* 
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Neophytus. But if the children are moral in their 
walk, and attend upon publick worſhip, and the means 
of grace, yet backward” to profefs their faith in 
the ſalvation of Chriſt, what muſt the church do? 

Syllogifticus. Continue their good offices of prayer 
for them, love to them, watch over them, and wait. 

Neophytus. May all the churches flouriſh. and ſhine 
in this duty and privilege! — If in any of theſe in- 
quiries I have been impertinent, I hope I ſhall be ex- 
cuſed ; and now, father Epenetus, pleaſe to proceed 
and acquaint us what officers the choſe, and how they- 
ordained them ? * 

Epenetus. I hope, when convenient, to gratify my 
neighbours therewith ; but at preſent, time fails us, 
and other duties call. May conſolation and uſeful- 
neſs attend you! 
| Chriftophilus. And may we all be bleſſed with heart- 
refreſhing views of this? beauty of the Lord” upon 
all the churches; © His work appearing to his ſer- 
« vants, and his glory to their children!“ 

E 4. DIALOGUE 


fiſtent pedobaptitt, while we only attend to the Aal right of in» 


fants to that ordinance ; but ſuch advocates for the practice mult al- 


| low that many din" lawful which are not expedient, And ſhould 


it be granted that a chriſtian miniſter cannot juſtly deny the Eucharift 
to any church member (who does not lie under its cenſure,) when 
demanded, yet there are prudential reaſons why a parent ſhould not 
deſire it for infants and young children: Eſpecially when we reflect. 
that though the ground of right is the ſame, the gature and deſign f 
the two ordinances are different, + | 
The church of Carrludd made application to F{jddlmy that he 
would leave Hyfrydle and come and fe:tle among them: Which he 
declined on the principles cof — the mutual affefion ſubliſting be- 
tween him and his flock, — his paſt and preſent »ſefi/neſs among them, 
Dr 


i 
{ 


: " i \\ 
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er tuo to the company preſent 
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Ffyddlon preparing for his-departure. Alfred left at 


Caerludd. Publick- thanks given to Ffyddlon. Hr 
departs. Their uſefulneſs at an inn, where the land- 
lord turns apeſtate. Letter to. Hyfrydle for me/- 
- "ſengers. A more public call to Officers. Paſtors,. 
" » Teachers, Ruling-Elders, and Deacons, what. Dewi, 


and two Perſons nominated" for Deacons, go to Hy- 


frydle. Return abi the Meſſengers from thence.. 
The Ordination of Officers. 


Fett os; 


UR dear Neophyras is here waiting; I doubt: 

not but eagerneſs to.«hear the pleaſir ing ſtory 
the ancient Britons forming themſelves into evan- 
elical ſocieties, for the ſervice. of their Redeemer, 
brought him hither-ſo ſoon; and I am ſorry we ſhould 
make him ſtay fon us, only I know he can improve 
his ſolitary hours to very good e 
NMeoplytur. My dear neighbours, I am glad to ſee 


. fo many of you come: I muſt own. I, am eager to 
| hear the ſtory, and _ 1 nn. upon it. 


—1 


* 


* 
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— I hope I am thankful that he, who determines 
the bounds of our habitations, has called me to fo- 
journ at Potheina; and I thank you, my dear neigh- 
bours, for your kind endeavours for my inſtruction. 


E hut here is our beloved Eperetus, and Chriftephilus 
is juſt at hand. 


E 5 | Theophilus. 

＋ e Ui bible is allowed to be the only rule of faitla 
and practice, and à very ſufficient one, what need was there of 
a confeſſion of faith and a church covenant? It is replied, (1) 
The opeſtolick churches had ſomething ſimilar, called, . The principles 
of. the oracles of God, and The form of ſound words, (2) Perſons 
may in general ſubſcribe to the Bible, who at the fame time do 
not believe its contents, as the Sadducers of old refpefting the five 
books of Moſer, with all ancient and modern Hertticks, © (3) A 
collection of the firſt principles of the oracles of God, is of great” 
uſe, that in their light, as truths of the greateſt importatlce, other 
things that offer themfelves, may be tried, (4) This is no impo-- 
ſition, becauſe af men have an equal right to collect from ſcripture 


what they apprehend- principles of faith, (5 An explicit decla- 


ration of our principles is honeſt and generous, (6) Fundamental 
principles, collected into one conſiſtent view, appear with ſlronger 


evidence, and make deeper impreſſions. A Conſtellation gives 


a greater light than diſperſed ftars. (7) The various berefies in the 

world make it neceſſary there ſhould be confeſſions of faith, that ' 
they wbich are approved may be made manif:/!. See on this ſubject, 
Dr. WaTTs's Treatiſe on The Terms ne Commutiica, — 
Queſt, iv, viii. Xs a ; 

II. Wustrau or not 8 chviſtian 3 adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper to any church but that more immediately unde: 
his care? 

Tus anſwer Ain in the mae, bet with what * 
let the reader judge. from the following particular adduced fog” 
proof, - (1) To adminiſter the Lord's Supper is an act of office- - 
power, — but a paſtor is an officer no where except in his own 


'S\ church, by which Chriſt gave him that power. So the -officers - 


— 


r officers in another z not one 
2 f . 8 * C235 * 4 — 


— 1 * - 


„ Fiete! Rillgior rr an, 


n Theophilus. Welcome, welcome, both of you; we 
thought you long; but Epenetus may with the greater 
chearfulneſs proceed in his ftory ; its 'agreeableneſs- 

to us diſcovering itſelf thus: in our early attendance, 

We have ſcen the firſt chriſtian church gathered 
and formed at Caerl/udd, unorganized, and Hd 

- and his companions ready to depart; now we hope 
we ſhallin the courſe of this ſtory, ſee this church: 
furniſhed and adorned with proper officers and uſes. 
ful gifts, and the beauty of- the ware their God 
upon them. 

Epenetns. My dear Friends 200 We F muſt 
then acquaint you, that F/ydelor; having with ſuc- 
ceſs and comfort laboured among them, fed the 
day of his departure, and deſired them to grant 
A. ae g yr which eg capt meet _—_— n 


1 % K ple 5 dm (6 
the chimezical and arrogant title of uniterſef piſtor.— But it is 
allowed he thay preach elſeuhere, as a fervint of Chriſt, in ſeaſom 
and out of ſeafon, Sb 77% and Dew preachet, but could not 
+ Fegtlarly adminiſter the Lord's ſupper, becauſe not officially ſet 
beſtitate churches may join a" neighbour church for or. 
communion, in virtue of the communion of | churches ;z— 
ebe of Conchrea was recommended to the church at” Rene; 
Ir may be. here remarked, that fince all ive churches have the 
fame divine brat —are fubjeRt to the [ume inn. — and parken 
of thi. ſane privileges, — they have mutually a juſt clam to 58 
Jagned beu# from each other; and, as it is their duty, ſo it oh 
- to be weir dllighr, moft cordially to promote the ſame comment in- 
tereſt of C in the world; however they may differ in ſmaller 
mattets,' relative to officers or diſcipline. Ny dove, wy andeflat 
* {the trae church) is but ONE.”* (Cant. vi. 9.) The formation of 
- chriſtian cherche with their proper officers, exiſting in ſeparare bodies, @ 
rr eee eee award 
b e Ex 
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that he might worſhip Chriſt with them once more, 
and take bis leave of them. Having complied, they 
met, and he in a very ſpiritual and aftectionate manner, 
prayed with them, and for them: Then took for 
his text Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this rock will I build 
my church, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againft 
it.— He proved to them that Chriſt the Son of the 
living God was the rech; that the church was his, 
that he was the builder of it; that the power and 
policy of hell ſhould oppoſe it, but ſhould never pre- 
vail againſt it. Upon all theſe he inſiſted, and was 
large in inſtruction and exhortation, and concluded 
with prayer and praiſe z— and all the while the moſt 
tender paſſions difcovered themſelves in the! whole 
aſſembly: The thoughts of parting went very near 
them. When he had done, Buddiol, the godly land- 
lord, prayed, with an enlarged heart and many tears; 
and after him To/fyrio/ prayed, in a very evans 
gelical ſpirit, and both went over many of the par- 
ticulars of What they had ſeen from the beginning, 
and what they had ſeen there, admiring the riches 


of divine grace ia the whole, fo that all were 


ſwallowed up in the joys of heaven, and glory aps 
peared upon all their tears. | 

 Chriftophilws,. You make me wiſh I had bore one 
of them! Oh, there is a real glory upon chriſti 
auity, nor is there any comfort of the ſame kind 
with that. Which is enjoyed under the 1 ke gales 
of the eternal Spirit. May formality and froth be 
forever baniſhed, and the primitive ſimplicity and 
glory of the chriſtian religion reſtored and eſtab- 
shed! But, poor hearts, they had their trials too; 


and my heart, at this diſtance, ſeems to ſink for them; 


ww muſt part with 72 and his friends. 
E 6 1 8157 


. 
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Eptnetus. True; but they had this to comfort them, 
de could not ſay as Paul did, You ſhatl ſer ny face 


4 
* 


#0 more ; and, beſides, they got Alfred, with the con- 


ſent ef his maſter, Buduiol, to ſtay and fix among 


them: He was a godly young man, was of great 


uſe among young ones, - underſtood finging. well, in- 
ſtructecdt others, and went before the congregation in 


that divine: exerciſe, - to-the glory and praiſe of their 
Redeemer. 


Bor I was going to tell you, - ** bet both had 
prayed, Didwyil, Yefan's father-in-law; ſtood up, and 


yu to HHudlon and his friends as follows: 


Ut very dear and much honoured” brethren - 
and friends, —— I am ordered by this church of 
Chriſt to return you thanks for your kind, uſeful 
* vifſit. We can never be thankful enough to our 


dear Redeemer, who ſent you hither: - Your la- 


“ bours among us, your prayers, inſtructions, ang, 
repeated exhortations, in the tendereſt love to us, 


„we hope we ſhall never forget. Vou have been 
«© gentle among us even as a nurſe cheriſheth her 


* children; in you we have ſeen the kindnefs of 
* God. Grief at parting is what becomes us; 


*% but the views of an eternal abode. together with 
4 Chriſt above, thould at the ſame time fill us with 
«« gladneſs of heart. We are humbly thankful to 
the Lord, that you have the tidings to carry home; 
*< that there is a church of Chriſt at Cacrlaud a num- 


ber of poor creatures, who not many monthe ago 


were in the depth of heatheniſm, now-brought to 
% embrace the Redeemer and ſabmit to his yoke; and 
* we teſtify tliat we find it eaſy. We own your ind 
28 er in teaching us how, according to Chris 
iſii- 
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10 be his diſciples. There is ſomething in chriſtian 
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et inſtitution, to take this yoke upon us, and become 


r 4 viſible church of his; and, we hope, we ſhall 
* be helped further to follow your inſtructions in 
e the choice and ordination of a Paſtor, a Teacher, 
„ Ruling E/ders, with other helps, neceſſary for our 
« edification,: eſtabliſhment and comfort. We beg 
et the continuance of your prayers and advice; I hope 
« we ſhall ſee you at the time appointed, and reteive 
* you, as meſſengers from-that church of Chriſt you 
ce belong. to, for our afliftance in the ſolemn work; 
«© May the eternal God continually. protect and bleſs 
* you, with his communion and comforts, and may 
all proſperity attend the intereſt of our Redeemer.” 

Trex was ſang the 67th alm, and the church. 
was for that time diſmiſſe. 

ALL the church was in tears at the thoughts of 


| parting, for they all looked upon Ffpddlon as their 


iſhop, and now regarded themſelves as ſheep. with- 
out. a ſhepherd: But he ſpoke comfortably to them, 
with all the tokens of tenderneſs and love, and-prayed 
them to look up to the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of their ſouls. They took their leave of him, and 
yet could vt take their leave; they would go, and 
come again, and ſtill do the fame; and thoſe who 
had taken their leave of him over night, were there 
again in the morning. They acted like people that 


were willing never to part; but part they muſt; 


and, at parting, the moſt tender tokens of love abound- 


ed on both ſides, to nn of many Heather 
beholders. 


Theophitus, Our Lord eme his people, that by 
their love one to another the world ſhould know them 


love 


oy 
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love of a ſingular nature; he that dwells in it dwells in 
God, and God in him: It laſteth for ever; whatever 
is againſt God, is againſt that, and whatever is againft 
that, is againſt God; it is inſeparable from faith, the 
diftinguiſhing character of a chriſtian, our preſent 
glory; and where among profeſſors it appears not, 
call that place Zhabod;z but where it ſhines, ſay, The 
Spirit of God and of glory refleth here. This love 
among thoſe: who profeſſed chriſtianity. was very uſe- 
ful in the primitive times; often were perſons con- 
verted in beholding it; and, perhaps, ſuch fruit might 
follow the fervent love of "thoſe Chriſtian "Britons, 

Epenctus. And, perhaps, you may hear ſomething; 
of that. As I faid, part they did; but pretty many 
citizens went with them to a certain Jes about fifteen 
miles out of town, whither they had ſent orders to pre- 
pare a dinner.” They choſe a large room, and When 
ſome diſhes were brought in, F/3dd/on, in a very 
ritual affectionate manner, begged the bleſing of 
Heaven on the food prepared, and that God would 
by his Spirit guide and bleſs their converſation while 

together; wh. that they might” be a'  bleffing there: 
be. wherever they Went. 

hriftophilus. Now my heart ad to an es 
g to hear of ſomething done for God there. 

Bpenetus They being pretty many, moſt of the 
1 were ndar to offer their attendance and ſervice ;. 
but were amazed to obſerve their ways Their con- 
verſation was ſerious yet chearful; a precious veir- 
of powerful religion running through the whole; 
They diſcourſed of the tender providence of God 
in the table prepared, and under holy elevations of 
_ foul, diſcourſed of the eternal proviſion in Chriſt, and 


* 


< 
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the wonders of grace in bringing ſuch poor ſin ners, 
who had deſtroyed themſelves, into acquaintance with 
the bread of life, that cometh down from heaven. 
Love and delight ſat on their countenances, their 
religious pleaſure was great, and the attertias of the 
family very ſingular.- At laſt, ſays the landlord, 
Gentl:men, lorgive me, I -never- was ſo uncivil to any 
company in my life; nor did 1 fee my family behave 
thus: 1 don't know how to blame them, | am in fault 
myſelf; we feem Hhifeners; - but gentlemen, forgive 
us; I am confounded, I know nut what I ſay, or 
what to do. Ohl my heart! Oh! bread of life! and 
with that he and his family burſt into tears in abundance. 
 Philalethes* What a mercy was here! What a teſ- 
timony the Lord bore to the word of his grace 
May all the Inns in Britais be frequented by ſuch- 
gueſts. Ohl. it is cutting to hear /andlords with a 
ſneer,- ſaß, of ſome companies in their houſes and - 
gardens, Hal theſe are ſome of our ſaints and be- 
levers! they belong to — come, if they do- 
fo, I hope we may without 8 en, 


| pray go es. 


- Epenetus. "When hep had dined, Frgddlon returned 
Thanks to the Lord for their refre ſiment; and for 
what they had ſeen of his work in that place, and 
deſired the bleſng of Heaven upon them all, that 
ſinners might be converted, believers in Chriſt edi - 
fed, and the kingdom of the Redeemer enlarged, 
They ſat a while, had religious talk with the land- 
lord, his wiſe and ſervants; and endeavoured to ins 
rut them in ſome of the majn principles. of the 
_ _ all, with many tears, 
* 4 21 3 +> gang 
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gave vaſt attention, and the landlord's concern ſeemed 
to exceed all the reſt. 

Arz a while chey parted, ſome fon the coun- 
try and ſome for Caerludd; and the great affection 
diſcovered in them all, faſtened Conviction and con- 
cern in the hearts of the beholders: They never 
had ſeen Ack love in all their lives. 

- Chriſtophilus. I now want to know how eit went 


| wich this family as to religion. 


gr — 


Epenetus: The chriſtians. that were to return to 
Caerludd, ſtayed as long as they could to cheriſh and. 
encourage this new work; and one or two of them 
went to prayers, and before they departed, gave them 
all the beſt advice they could, and recommended 
them “ te God and the word of his grace.” After 
then, for ſome time, once or twice in a week, they 
would viſit this family to enecurage the work, and 
ſee. how it- thrived, — To make ſhort of my ſtory; 


after a few months, the landlord turned his back 
upon them, and would not ſee them: His wife it 


was hoped, had ſome good thing in her towards the 


Lord God of Iſrael; but being confined to him, 
And ſuch a houſe, led a ſort of a. dejected life, all 


r time. afterwards; yet not without ſome hopes: 

he ſervants, when their time was out, removed to 
Caerludd, into, chriſtian families, and ones. emi» 
nent chriſtians all. their days. "Ol 

Neophytuc. With ſubmiſſion, 1 ant to Aller the 


\biſhop. Efgddlon, home to his church; for. he had a 


letter to read, and there were W to be ſent; 
pray how was all that? 
Epenetus. In a full church meeting, Fhddlen i in- 


formed the . that he had a lee to read 


rom 


* 


* 
1 * 


{ 
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from a newly gathered church of Chriſt in Caerluda 


gave them a ſhort account of their faith and order, 
which they heard with many tears of joy, and then 
he read as follows: 


Jie church of Chrift e Caerludd, 11 
&« the church of Chrift ſojourning at Hyfrydle, 
*« and the adjacent villages, all grace, and 
% geace from God our. Father, and the Lord 
% Teſus Chrift our Redeemer. | | 
© DeAaRLY BELOVED IN our LorD, 


IT is. not long ſince we ſat in the region 
** and ſhadow of death, without any deſire after the 
* knowledge of God; ſtrangers to the covenant of 
* promiſe, and without God in the world: But we 
% have found him whom we did not ſeek, and he 
* is manifeſted unto. us though we aſked not for him. 
„% May heaven be for ever filled with praiſes to God 
for this falvation! We call upon you, and all the 
«© people of God; to be thankful to the Father of 


Lights on our behalf. Our firſt fruits were met 


«© with in your aſſemblies; and God hath greatly 
*«« ſpread the bleſſing. — We are, Oh amazing mercy 
« we can ay it! We are a church of Chriſt - and 
« we. do with the greateſt freedom profeſs that he 
is our beloved, and our friend. He is precious 
* to us, and enables us to believe that we are pre- 
« cious.to him; it is our deſire to follow him fully. 
We are not yet furniſhed with proper officers for 
his ſervice and our edification ; but our: aſcended 


Lord, who giveth gifts unto men, encourages us 


to hope that we have thoſe among ourſelves he 
« deſigns for ſervice; RY truſt that he will dire&-- 
our 


9% Söociol Religion EAP UrI ITI. Dial.» 
% gur choice. We heve with ſubmiſſion to the over- 
« ruling - providence of our Redeemer, fixed upon 
the 8th' and gth days of the 7th month next en- 
„ ſuing, for the ſetting them apart by folemn or- 
dination to their proper work. We earneſtly beg 
, your prayers for us, and that you would pleaſe 
to ſend your Meſſengers to behold our order, and 
to ſtrengthen. our hands. Your honoured paſtor 
«© hath been already very uſeful among us, and his 

« return with other Meſſengers at the time appointed. 
5 will be very acceptable to, 


1% Your brethren in the beſt bonds.” 


F "Tax e with vaſt attention and joy, heard an 
letter; and the queſtion. being put, Whether they 
would. ſend Meſſengers to the church at Caerludd, 
in anſwer to this requeſt? If they would, to fignify 
it by lifting up their hands: — Which was immedi- 
ately and uranimouſly/ gans. — Then, after conſidering 
and conſulting ſeveral perſons, it was thought proper 
that hyulalan the Paſtor, and Cywir a Teacher in the 
church, who lived in a diſtant village, and Buddisl 
and Ferie, who had been there before, ſhould be 
| their. Meſſengers; and they were aſked, Whether they 
were willing to go upon that ſervice, if the church 
would ſend them.? They faid, they were: Upon this, 
it was put to the church, Whether they appointed 
the mentioned perſons, as their meſſeugers to the 
church of Chriſt at Cacrladus If they did, to ſig- 
nify it as before; Which they unanimoufly did. — 

And one was called to Pray that God woald gra- 


- Praxzk 


* 


. 
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Paarx being ended, an affectionate Brother in 
the church ſtood up, and moved, That. a day of 
thankſgiving to the Lord might be appointed, that 
he had in ſuch mercy entered the great City of Caer- 
ludd, and fixed the Redeemer's throne there. The 
queſtion was put and agreed to, and. the day was 
obſerved with great ſolemnity and praiſe. 

Theophilus, You have kindly anſwered Neophytus's. 
defire; Now I want to follow the young chriſtians. 
to Caerludd, and hear what. ſteps they took: Ffypdd- 
lon, no doubt, gave them the beſt advice he could. 
before he left them; only as far as you pleaſe 1 would 
be informed of the particulars. 

Epenetus. While Ffpddion. was yet with them ho 

frequently defired they would call T and Dew: 

to exerciſe the gifts they had; and the church-always. 
complied with #fyddlen's advice; and Tf and Derwi;. 
with great ſeriouſneſs and humility, complied with 
the Call of the church. They uſed to read portions. 
of ſcripture, give the ſenſe, compare ſpiritual things. 
with ſpiritual, and infer what appeared to them. pro- 

<« fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
© inſtruction. in righteouſneſs.” HH gbſerved,, 

that, wherein each of them ſeemed to excel, the church 

might neee the choxce walk 

efter the Lord. 

T heophulus. Seiko and Aids, hd beauty of 
the Lord our God was upon them! - Oh! when will he 
pleaſe to give us paffors as at the firſt, and teachers as 
at the beginning 

Epenetus, As“ I told you, they. heard them occa- 
ſionally, while Ffyddlon was yet with them; and now: 
having heard. them two Lord's days, beſides ſeveral. 

week. 
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1 days i in the week ; the church appointed a /olemn day 


of faſting and prayer before the Lord, that he would 

guide their minds, and determine their choice, as moſt 
for his glory and their edification.. Accordingly they 
kept the day, faſted; prayed and wept before the 


Lord. — At laſt, Djdwyll, who was' choſen for that 


time to be the mouth of the church, ſaid to %u, and 


Dewi, You both are deſired to withdraw, for a little 
time; —— which they complied with; — then Did. 


_ #opll- faid, « Brethren, we are a Church of Chriſt 


* through grace, but have no 4i/hops, only the great 


, Biſhop of our ſouls, in heaven. It is his will there 
% ſhould be Overſeers of the flock, under ſhepherds 


© that ſhall feed his Sheep and Lambs. He-giveth 


gifts unto men, that ſome may be paſtors, and ſame 


© teachers, ** For the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 
% work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body 


% of Chriſt.” Many of us have-thought that our bro- 
„ ther Dewi is deſigned by our great ſhepherd for 


% our paſtor, and our brother Jean for our teacher. 


„ Uſe all freedom, my dear brethren, and conſider 
whether it is the Will of our Lord Jeſus that we 
% ſhould call them to theſe honourable employ- 


© ments? 

Eden brother ſpoke his mind- freely, and they all 
ſaid, they believed it was the will of Chrift they ſhould. 
The /fers alſo, by their filence, vgnified the ſame 
thing : For women were not ſuffered to ſpeak in the 
church; but if any one thought that ſhe had ſome- 
thing of importance to offer, ſhe called a brother out 
and defired him to do it: Thus it was from the be- 
ginning. But here, as I ſaid, they were all of one mind; 
and Nan and Dewi being called in, Didæuyll ſaid 

| unto 
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-unto the church, ©* Brethren, if you do give brother 
% Dewi a call to be your paſtor, and brother Yefan a 
. call to be your reaching elder, ſignify it by lifting up 
„ your hands:” Which they unanimouſly did. — Then 
ſaid Didwyll, ** Brother Dewi, and Tefan, you fee 


„ how the hearts of your brethren are determined, 


«© and you hear their call; 1 humbly hope you'll 
think it is the call of Chriſt by them; in his name 
« and theirs I defire your aaſwer.” They hoth an- 
ſwered, that Chriſt was precious to them, and the 
church very dear, and that the ſervice of Chriſt and 
the church was their delight; that they were willing, 
though weak, to draw under their maſter's yoke- until 
death; deſired the prayers of the church for gifis, 


ſtrength and ſucceſs from above; that their ſeparation 


-unto office in the church might be aceordipg to due 
order; and that ru/ing elders and deacons might be no- 


minated alſo to aſſiſt them in the work and concerns of 


the Redeemer's kingdom. Upon this they were aſked, 
who did they think proper perſons for ruling elders 
and deacons? They anſwered, that if the Church 


thought fit, they ſhould greatly like the brethren, 


Didwyll and Dia for ruling elders; and the ba- 
taren, 'Dyfal, Llawen, Tirion and Haelionus for deacons. 
Without. any more ado it was immediately put to the 


church, whether they approved of the mentioned 


'brethren for thoſe offices, and called them thereunto ? 
It went unanimouſly in the affirmative; and the 
brethren, being defired to give in their anſwer, ſaid, 
they ſubmitted themſelves to Chriſt and the church ; 
and earaeſtly deſired prayers that they might be fitted 
for their work and ſervice; Upon this, part of the 


Sch 
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G8th 240 was ſung, and the mom conduded with 
prayer. * 
| Neophytus. Pray, before we come NE REO EY 
tion, tet me be favoured with ſome afro account 
of thoſe diſtin offices. ; 
| Ot The officers of the A in general 
are biſtopt and dracons, (a) and their work is prophecy 
and minifiry. (b) The biſhops are either thoſe that 
reach and rule, or thoſe that rule only. The firſt ſort 
are diſtinguiſhed into paſtors and teachers; but 1 pray 
wy friends to ſpeak of thoſe in order. | | 
| Philologicus. The name paſtor (or 


I. PasToR.. ſhepherd) is metaphorical; and ſeems very .. | 
His name - comprehenſive of all the duties required 


and office... of ſuch à ſervant of Chriſt; ſo that 


whenever he thinks of his name, he 
may take a view of his great work, to feed the flock 
committed to his care. — Of paſtoral care there are 
two parts, that of inſtruction and that of rule, or diſ- 
cipline: (e) And for ſuch a work as this there muft 
be a competent meaſure. of gifts and abilities, com- 
8 and love to the flock, a continual watchfulneſs 
=. them, mo wy God and univerſal holineſs. _. 
& | N . Philalethes, 
* Tars Day of faſting and ns was appointed not only to 
implore the divine bleſſing on the intended ordination, but for a 
more expreſs and regular call of the Paſtors and Teachers to their 
roſpective offices, or a repetition of - what was done when Hades 
was with them; and for the nomination of other be/ping officer; 
whereby a, greater ſolemnity and beauty attended their proceedings, 
(a) Phil. I, 1. (b) Rom, xii, 6, 7. le) 1 Pit, v. 2. 


. 
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 Philalethes. It is indeed promiſed that God would 
give unto his church, paſtors accord- | 
„ ing to his own heart, which ſhould His qualifi- 
„ feed them with knowledge and un- cations and 
66 derſtanding, (d)“ and this they muſt work, 
do, by giving themſelves wholly un- 1. 3 
% to the word and prayer and. labour- ing. 
«© ing in the word and doctrine:“ (e) 
And unto this, it is certain, Spiritual wiſdom, and un- 
derſtanding in the myſteries of the goſpel, are re- 
quired; and a real inward experience of the power of 
the truth, ſkill to %, the word of truth aright, (f) 
ſo as to give to each his portion in due ſeaſon, (g) an 
acquaintance with the ſtate of the flock, and tender 
compaſſions for the ſouls of men, muſt be looked upon 
as abſolutely neceſſary. 
7 heophilus. By ſuch qualifications as 
theſe, they are fitted in a great meaſure 2. | Proyer. 
for their buſineſs ewirk the flock, but 
there lies upon their hands great buſineſs. at the throne 
of grace for the flock. They muſt be men of prayer, 
and conſtantly engaged in ſupplications for thoſe more 
immediately under their care; that the word of grace 
may be attended with great ſucceſs; the church may 
be daily edified in faith, love and holineſs, c. And 
for this purpoſe, ſpecial acquaintance with the vari- 
ous circumſtances, and ſpiritual wants of the flock, 
muſt be neceſſary. 5. 
Philalethes. And L mult obſerve-that  ® 
it is the paſtor's duty, not only to preveh 3. Defending 
the truth, as Fobſerved before, but alſo I-: truth. 
to defend it againſt all oppoſition. The 


Pale, 
(s) Jr, iti, 15. (e) Avi. 22 and 2 Tim. v. 17, (f) 2 Tim, ii, 15. 
(8) Luke xi. 424 
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paſtors muſt contend earneſtly for the faith once de- 
livered to the ſaints; they muſt take heed to them- 
| felves, and to their doctrine, and every way oppoſe 
whateyer is erroneous. And, becauſe it is impoſſible 
men ſhould defend any truth they are ignorant of, it 
is neceſſary paſtors ſhould be men of a clear, compre- 
henſive 4zow/edge-of the doctrines of the goſpel, filled 
with love thereto, having an averſion to xove/ opinions 
and bold conjectures: And it is expedient they ſhould 
be men of learning and ability, to diſcern and con- 
fute whatever oppoſes the truth, and to appear in the 
defence and confirmation of the goſpel. (h) 
7. heophilus. True; and the adminiftration of the 
Lord ſupper is committed to them, 
4. Adminif- - and they are to conſider all the neceſ- 
. tering the ſary circumſtances, belonging thereto, 
"HF ſupper. as to time, place, frequency and or- 
| der; — to keep to the inſtitution of 
Chris, and take care that holy things ſhould be only 
to holy perſons; and that, when they are came together 
indo one place. 6) * | 


/ 


Chriftophilus. 
(h) Phil, 1 27. (i) 1 Cor, xi. 20, 23. | 

85. Neophytus inquires why the adminiftration of baptiſm is not 
mentioned as another ſpecial part of the Paſtor's work, as well 
as the Lord's fapper? — It is replied, 1. That baptiſm is no church 
ordinance.  Ananias, a certain diſciple at Damaſcus, baptized Paul, 
net in a ghurch, nor was he yet received a church member: Nor 
do we of any perſon-in the new Teſtament that was baptized 
in a church, or as being a church member. 2. Though” Paftors 
baptize, they do it not as Paſtors, but as Teachers in common.— 


Go teach all nations, baptizing them, Matt, xxvill, 19. Whoeyes 
Rakes, way ä | 


ay 4 - 
N 


* 
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Chriftophilus. To what has been men- 
tioned concerning the work of paffors, I 5. Care of 
take leave to add, that they are alſo to the flock and 
take all the care they can of the poor, vi= government. 
ſiting the yet and afflicted, and to ſhew 
all tenderneſs and love to the diftrefed : Alſo, to bear 
a principal wu in the rule and goverument of the 
church, 0 

Neophytus. From the account you have given of a 
Paſtor and his work, there ſeems to be no room for 
any other officer but himſelf. 

Chriſtophilus. And why could not you, my dear 
Neophytus, as well have inferred that, ſeeing his work 
is /o great, — it was neceſſary he ſhould have heips ap- 
pointed for his comfort and encouragement, and for 
the edification of the church? 

Neophytus, I grant your inference is more natural: 
But, how great a work muſt it be! Oh, Paſtors! 
Paſtors ! their work is good, but very great. How 
does it call for prayer for them! and how does it 
demand all chriſtian reſpect and pity! *«* Who 1s 
«« ſufficient for ſuch things!” a 

Chriftophilus, There is nothing like /ove to put 
perſons upon acts of ſervice. '** Simon ſonlof Fonas 
<< loveſt thou me? Feed my ſheep, feed my lambs.” 
What are the motives that hundreds have to take 
the name upon them, is not our buſineſs to con- 
ſider; but whoever is not conſtrained to the work 
by the Love e Chrift, is a rage to = that. is 
really intended thereby. 


©  Neophytus. But a Teacher was 3 and pray 
what is he? 


F Philologas. 


— * 
: 
2 
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- Philalogus. The officer now to be con- 
AI. Traen- ſidered is ( Adana) the Teacher, whole 
ZR. His very office and proper work, for which 
name and he is {et apart, is te teach; to expound 
office. the Scriptures, to inſiſt much upon the 
great doctrines of the Bible, and open 
them; defend them againſt all erroneous opinions, 
Particularly thoſe apprehended moſt dangerous; cate» 
chize and inſtruct all under his care, Teaching 
every man, that. he may preſent every man per- 
« fet in Chriſt Jeſus.” | 
- Philalethes. It is very plain in the new Teſtament 
that Chriſt does not only ſet in his church Paſtors 
bat Teachers alſo. (k) In the church at 4ntzack 
there were Prophets, that is, Paſtors, and there were 
Teachers alſo; (1) ſo Chriſt hath ſet in his church, fr 


un erer Prophets; thirdly, Teachers. (m) 
VMecpliytus. 


(k) Epb. iv. 11. (1) A A. 1. (m) 1 Cor. xii, 28. 

* From the diſtinction above ſpecified, between Paſtors and 

© Teachers, Neophytus'takes occaſion to objeR, That, perhaps, nothing 

| Ras” is really intended but another name far the ſame office. — To this 

. 3% it is replied, 1. That the Apoſite, in the paſſage {oft cited, is diſtinRtly 

| enumeratigg all the teaching Officers of the church, and thereſore 

| jthe difererce he makes muſt be ceſigned and, real. 2. In E. 

Iv. 11. the Apoſtle does, not ſay Paſtors or Teachers, but Paſtors 

and Teachers: Nor is the latter term an interpretation of the ſormer, 

becauſe the one was as well underſtood. as the other. 3. It is 

- afferted, no inſance can be given of the ſame officer, at the ſame 

time, being expreſſes by various names. mew” the ſame officers 

be intended by the tems Paſtors, Bifhups, in different 

places of ſcripture, we no where read 2 ; Hon 'Preſby ters: 

"Lhe reaſon is plain, becavſe the office is one and the ſame. 4. A 

different zvork is aſſigned them. See Rom, xii. 7, 8: Where perſons 

cf different gifts and Cflices are exhorted to attend diligently to their 
Fac work; He that teac herb on 2 &c. 


Ir 


— 
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Neophytys. Upon what you have faid, I humbly 


deſite to be informed whoroly after and Teacher 


-differ ? 

Philalethes. © Now where are divers 
«© tics of — but the ſame Spirit; and Paſtors ans 
« there are differences of adminiſtrations, Teachers 
* but the ſame Lord. — For to one is euherein 
% given, by the Spirit, the word of ww/- they Ker 
« dom; to another, the word of An- 
<< ledge, by the ſame Spirit.“ - Our aſcended Lord 
divides to every man ſeverally, by his Spirit, as he 
will. Some excel in one gift, ſome in another, bat no 
man upon earth excels in them e Some with 9 
dom open, explain, and urge all our evangelical duties; 
and ſome with abundant 4#ew/edge explain the great 
doctrines of faith: The churches of Chriſt in their 
choice ſhould obſerve how their Lord goes b4/ore them, 
and poings out to them the perſons: and their gifts; 
and ſeek for their Paſter, him that abounds in preach+ 
ing their duties to them ewargelica/ly, and for their 
Teacher, him that opens the great doGrines of the 


 goipel pragically; and then expect each to work, 


without confinement, according as they obtain help 
from God. | 


Ir is granted Ma m who had dne ugh et b oe 
bably did, in the primitive churches; So they might all propheſy 
one by one, (t Cor. xiv, 24, 25.) and all who propheſied taught t 
Yet from thence they were not denominated Teachers ; for theſe 
are numbered, among the Officers Chrifh, had, ſee in the church, 
or formally appointed. Again, he py” to be a Teacher, 
may at the ſame time be choſen a T Elder, which qualifies 
him for the diſcharge of the ; 
| 1 


by * ”» 
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"1 Neoplytus. I muſt own there appears a Glory up- 
on this: But why don't the churches chooſe Paſtors 
and Teachers as at the beginning ? 
 » Theophilus. It behoves the churches themſelves to 
conſider it. 
Neophytus. But ppc. the church be but ſmall, 
may not a Paſtor ' only be thought ſufficient ? 
Theophilus. As I ſaid before, the Church muſt con- 
fider that; but though many churches make a hi/7 
without ſuch an officer, they may be every way the 
poorer for it. 
Chriftophilus. The glory of a chriſtian congrega- 
tion, worſhipping their Redeemer, according to pri- 
mitive ſimplicity and purity; attending to the joy- 
ful ſound of him that exhor/eth, and him that zeacheth, 
according to the analogy of faith, is very great. There 
the care and tenderneſs of Chriſt, as the Prince of 
Shepherds, may be ſeen in the love and labour of a 
faithful Paſſor; and his wiſdom and pity as a Teacher 
ſent from God, while the ſcriptures are expounded, 
and the great doctrines thereof explained, by a wiſe 
and able Teaching Elder. They both feed the flock, 
With milk or ſtrong meat, as is requiſite: They muſt 
be of the Rreateſt uſe to each other in the Lord; 
but % woe to him that is alone when he falleth (by 
„trials and eee ee for he hagh not eur 
© to help him up.” , 
 Neophytus. Well, may we * to **. this primi- 
tive glory upon the churches of Chriſt! — But Ruling | 
Elders were alſo mentioned; pray favour me with 
- ſome account of t 


Theophilus, 


x 
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Fcophilus. We mult then obſerve that in a church 


| of Chriſt there is rule or government. | 
The Redeemer is not the author of III. Rutixo 4. 


confuſion, but of order. We read of EE Das. 7 2 

them that rule awell: (n) He that ruleth Their appoint- . 
is commanded to do it with 4iligence; ment. 5. 
(o) and the reſt are commanded to ” a 


obey them that have the rule over them, and ſubmit 4 

themſelves. (p) 3 
Chriftophilus. And with ſubjection of ſoul, and . 

comfort, do I always confider Chriſt 22 

as Zion's King, Law. giver and Judge, Their autho- 

The government is upon his ſhoulders; rity. _ 

and though there are in his church, | Nj 

thoſe who are called Rulers and Governors, yet they 

are but his /ervants. Whatever power they have, it 

is but a miniſterial one; if they deſpiſe or neglect 

the power he gives them, or omit the proper exer- 

ciſe thereof they /n; and if they take a power he does 

not give, they z/urp what is not their due; and ſuch 


acts of theirs are not only null and void, but ſinful. 


Philalethes. And it is, I hope, with evangelical 
thankfulneſs of heart J often think on the honour 
Chriſt puts upon a congregarional church, in making 
it the ſeat of power and rule. A number of poor 


converted ſinners have power to embedy, as our be- 


loved Epenetus told us they did at Cacrludd; to open | 
its gates to receive members; to Hut out the unruly; ? 
to call any of their number to a regular trial of their 
proper gifts; to ordain them, if approved of, to the 
ſtated exerciſe of thoſe gifts in a proper office; and 


Ra then 


(a) 1 Tim, . 15. (o) Rom, l 8. (p) Heb, xiii, 17. 
* g | 
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then to charge thoſe officers to ſee, that they fulfil: 
the miniſtry they have received. 

Neophytas, Then why cannot they do all terr/elvrr, 
without officers? © 1 e 7; | 
 Phlalethes, Becauſe Chriſt, the only King of che 
church, gare them no fuch power. There is tute 
and government ih the Church, as was obſerved; 
. it is Chrif's, —he makes the church the „eat of it, 
and empowers to chooſe proper officers to bee 

it: — Biit though they have power to organize them- 

ſelves, they have zo power to continue in an un- 
organized fate: And though they have power to 

cheoſe officers, they have no power to reje# them at 
pleaſure, without ſpecial cart: Their power is al- 
together Hmited by the revealed vill of their King; 

and ſo is the power of their officers. | | 
 R73zophilus. Right; and therefore the church is 
not the feat of ab/olute power and authority; nor is 
it the church, properly, that gives what power it- 
pleaſes to this or the other officer, but Ciriff by the 


chaten. | 

* Etrifephilus, Then thoſe officers, though they are 
Rulers, are yet ſervants. It is the Execution of the 
authority of Chriſt in the church, that is committed 
to the Elders. V | 

” Philologus. None but E125 mult rule in @ church. 
Some of them are on other accounts called Bi/hops,. 
Paſtors, Teachers, Miniſters, &g. but what belongs to 
them in point of rule they bave only as Z/ders. Paul 
ſent for the Elders of the church, and aid, ** Take 
6 heed to yourſelves, and to all the flock * 
His 44 "y 


nn - * * — 3 vs 2 
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er the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſcerr. (q) So, 
under the old Teftament, the Raler of the church 


were conſtantly called its Z/zers. 


Neophytes. I humbly defire to be informed, what 
work it is that Chriſt the King requires from thoſe 
Elders, às they are called to rule? 

Theophilus, Thoſe who are called to rule, are not 
in the leaſt to iu it over God's 

heritage; for they are not Lords over ThirWork.- 
the faith of tne people, but he/pers of 1. 'To are 
their joy; and the power they have over tlie flock, 


is not for deſtruction, but for edifi- We... 


cation: For, as Rulers, they are to 

watch diligently over the ways, walk and conver- 
fation of all the members of the church: To fee 
that they behave blameleſsly, and ſhine in a holy 
-courſe of life, as lights in the world. And u 
any obſervation they make,-in this care over thi 
flock, to exhort, encourage, reprove, or admoniſh, as 


the cafe may require. 


Chriftophilus, And feeing there are Ny Cor- 
ruptions remaining, even in the moſt - 
godly upon earth, that tend to op- 2. To prevent 
-poſe the deſign of our dear Lord's diferentes and 


great command, that his diſciples ſhould promare love, 


 #-arly love one another, and make them 
felves known to the world thereby; it is certainhy 
the work of thoſe Elters, to watch againſt all appear- 


ance of differences and diu, among the people 


under their care. Lowe may be ſoon, and inſenfibly 
cooled, but not fo ſoon kindled. The ufefulnels of 
(q) Al xx. 18. | 


4 
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it 15 unſpeakable; and when it departs from a people, 
all is gone- along with it; and nothing elſe cag 
make up the loſs. _ Wherefore, in my poor judg- 
ment, the Rule of the church 2 con- 
fiſt in a ſtrict obſervance of the law of love, with 


a prevention of all that is contraty thefehnnto. 


Ollegiſbicus. Aud 1 think ereqſen, as well as reve- 

lation, requires that thoſe Rulers, ſhould 

Do excite to ſtir up all the members of the church 

eco duties. to ſpecial duties, according to their 

different talents: To ſee that every Fas 

lation be filled up: with the proper duties thereof; an 
every ſpiritual gift be put upon its proper exerciſe. 

Aunlilu. The order of a church very much de- 


M 


pends on the conflant attendance of 
4. 7. „ ib thoſe belonging thereto in the public . 


.. the publick a/- aſſemblies. In all ages it has. been the 
"Yemblies, manner of ſome .** to for/ate the aſ- 

| ſembling of themſelves together,” but 
always to the diſhonour of Chrift, and their great 
diſadvantage. Churches have greatly ſuffered: thereby; 
_ diviſions, and decays of, love, have ſprung from this 
remiſsneſs; therefore the Rulers ſhould watch 4ili- 
gentiy leſt any ſuch root of bitterneſs ſpring up, and 
thereby many be defiled, and hardened by the de- 


ceitfulneſs of ſin- (r) Firſt ne may grow. remiſs, and 


then another; firſt to one degree, and then to-another ; 
until the whole lamp be infected. 

eee. But what do you think of the fick 

* and afflicted? Is there any fich a- 

5. Towifit the «© mong you? let him call for the 

101 and af. Elaert of the church.” And if he 


- flifed, did not ſend, it is their eſpecial duty - 
(1) Heb, xi 18 db +, 
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to go. The ſpecial relation they ſtand in, by divine 


infitution, to the afflicted members of the church, 
lays them under an unavoidable obligation to offer 
all the -ſeryice they are capable of: And many of 
the afflicted may be expoſed to more than ordinary 
trials, which ſhould. be duly conſidered, and they 
itied and aſſiſted . I was fich, and ye vjijited me, 
"I was in pri/on and ye came unto me.“ (s) 
"Philaleres. And I muſt obſerve,, that it belongs 
to them as Elders to adw/e with, and- | 
Live directions unto the Deacons of. the 6. To direct 
church, as to what concerns the making the Deacons, 
proviſion” for its poor: And if the | 
poor be multiplied among them, and providence bring 
them aſſiſtance from other. churches, that relief is to 
be depoſited with the Elders, and diſpoſed of according 
to their advice. Then the Diſciples, every man 
according to his ability, determined to ſend: relief” 
* unto the brethren” which dwelt in Judea, which 


« alſo they did, and' ſent it to the Elders by the 


* hands of Barnabas and Saul.” (t). 
. Theophiluse Aud I ſhall add, that it is kan; of 
their duty to prepare every one that 3 
is 10 he brought into the church, and 7. To prepare 
propoſed there; that nothing crudt and whatever is: 
undigeſted, which may give occaſion to propoſed to the: 
vain janglings, may be introduced, but churches 
every thing decently and in order; they | 
are to reuſon as becomes their character, ang. den 
att with the con/ent. of the church. 
' Syllogifticus. And now I will take the — 
obſerve,” ' that ſeeing Paſtors-and- Lahr are obliged 
F'S 1 
„ Man, x, 4 (. 4 8 365 . 
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to give themſelves to the preaching of the word and ». 
Prayer, — who is the perſon that dares ſay, à Paſtor 
aloe is ſufficient for all the above mentioned work ? 
Where is the church in the new Teſtament that had 
hoy ene Blder ? Pay! ſent for the Elaeri of the church 

at Epheſus; (u) and Elders were ordalne in every- 
chureh; (w) and even whore there is a Paſtor and 
teaching Eider in a church, Who attend reſpeRtively 
to their proper employ, all reaſon males it neceſſury 
they ſhould be aſſiſled in the (ruling part by proper 
officers, who are mor called to give nn 
the word * 4 


(u) A. Xxx. 17. (* en xiv. 43. 
SES Tur there is ſuch an officer, by @ivine Inftitutlon, as 2 
Ng ider, 'whoſe proper work is' only to rule, is argued from the 
- following paſſages. (Not to infift on 1 Cer. xii. 28. Governments.) 
1. Nen xii. 6—8.—— He bat -rabeth Toith DIUTGENCE, The- 
analytical account that «muſt be given of the place requires what 
12 here | pleaded -for, — The whole xvork of church cflicers } is to be- 
ood thus: 3 
a church -cMice-wotk Is either 0 | 
| 1. Teaching Which Teaching Elder 
belong 'Paſtors, 
reſpec. 
\ tively © Ruling Elders, 
to [(Deacons. 

2. 1 Tm. v. #7, Ter the Elders tdat rule well; e counted worthy of 
 Gouble bondur, E ICHAHEL v thoſe who labour in the word and defirine,. 
here ate two forts of Elders, thoſe whole Principal buſineſs is 

0 to labour in the word and doctrine, and thoſe whole ' proper con- 
tefn' is to rule Will. — The Firmen ate to "give themfeltes to the 
word and prayer, — reading, exhortation ad dctrine, — to me 
« Gitäte on theſe things, and gie tber ſelves -wholly to them. 
(++ Tim.) iv. 13. 175.) - Phe ter "to rule well, and with dili- 
gence, though they labour not in the word and doctrine.— Will 
apy chiect, © that theſe Elders were Hefe, in the Eng/ _—_ 
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Theophilus. I am abundantly ſatisfied that there 


25 ſhould be a Pre/extery, a competent number of Elderg : 


in every church. There was .no ſuch thing from the 
beginning, as churches with one Elder a piece; and 
I am perſuaded when the primitive glory is reſtored, 
the churches will haue their £/der/aips as at the be- 
ginning. Oh, how beautiful myſt it be to ſee a 
gadly Pafter, anda ſound able Teaching Elder, ſtrength- 
ening each other's hands, labouring in the word and 


| doarine;- allifted in the ruling part, which requires 


great uiligence, by able and faithful Ruling Elders, 
conſtantly attending to their proper work! And if 
their temporal .circumſtances will not allow them to 
ſpend ſo much time as the wark requires, without 


- afiſtance, then aſſiſtance is their due, if they rule - 


well, even to a double honour; for” thou ſhalt. 


_ **\not muzzle the ox that treadeth qQut the corn.“ 


Chrifophilus.”- I think all who love the Lord Teſas : 
Oris ſhould earneſtly pray for the return of that : 
primitive ſimplicity and glory. Chriſt is greatly 
honoured; in the - beautiful order of his hoyſe; Con- 
5:6; TIE 7 6 formity 


« of the word, or perſons of an order ſaperiar to eommon mi- 
* niſters,”” and not engaged in miniſterial labours? Be it ſoz + 
"the conſequence is evident, «4/2, That wepreaching relate (to uſe - 
"Latimer"s *wepreſiion) are worthy: of 2s hogeur (rope? auůꝙtͥ main't- 
nance) than rann clerzy . Sce ,Doddrigge 
and Cava in loco. 

Rv x, netwithſtanding what has yeen fat, and however d:/ingble i 
| ſuch rubng Edders may be in une congregations, it -muſt be al- 
lowed, that ſome "Chriſtian Societies are ſo ſmall as to reader them 
tefe nergſary: Not to fay that there are ſome churches ſa circumſtanced 
as not to poſleſs ſuch valunble petſons,as would be lkely:to fill 

-:the Office in an honourable and uſeful manner; and to inveſt 
aalen, with: ſuch. power, would not auſyer the end propolods. | 


. —_ er oe pe * 


— CS 


Formity- to his appointments, and that alone is beauti- 


after the return of ſuch glory to the churches, may 


as the great Biſhop, of our ſouls aſſures us. (x) The 


| encouraged and bleſſed, and their people filled with 


ne ſpect and ſubmiſſion to him in the Lord. Now, if 
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ful. How beautiful a ſight is a church of Chriſf, ; 
met. in his preſence, with their Elders among them; 
all having their eyes to their King in the midſt of 
them, and doing all things in obedience to _— 4 

No ſight ſo glorious upon earth! / 

Theophilus, And while we are earneſtly dine 


we be helped to bleſs God that we have able and 
godly Paſtors in them: And ſeeing their work is 
very great — and they have no fellow-Elders: to help 
them, — may their reſpective flocks be helped con« 
ſtantly to pray for them; to make their work as eaſy 
as poſſible, avoiding all occafions of grief and diſ- 
couragement; to teach and admoniſh one another 
in /eve, remembering that the Paffor muſt give him 
{elf to the word and prayer. That thoughtleſs perſon 
who makes light of grieving, deſpiſing and diſeou- 
raging his Paſtor, knows not what he does. Better 
a mill ſtone was hanged: about his neck, — whatever 
ne may think of himſelf, — and he caſt into the ſen; 


eternal Spirit be the help and comfort of Paſtors: 
and Churches { 

Neophytus. My dear Fathers, Brethren, aud Sled, 
J heartily join with you in breathing after ſuch a 
glory as you mentioned; and; I hope, earneſtly defire 
that in mean time, all godly Paſtors may be greatly 


wiſdom, holineſs, peace, fervent. love to each other, 
conſtant prayer for their Paſtor, and due chriſtian 


you. 


ix) Lute xvii, 2. 
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you pleaſe, a few words about Deacons, though I 
am not much at a loſs concerning them. 
Theophilus, Unto the office of Deacons belongs 
the actual exerciſe and application 
of the bounty and benevolence of IV.Dzeacons' 
the members of the church, unto. Their Ofice. 
the poor that are planted therein. 1. Care of the 
Under the preſent diſpenſation, the poor. 
church muſt have the poor ©* always | 
«© with them; and according to the laws of Chriſt, 
and even the light of nature, it is a duty and a bleſs+ 
ing to relieve them: And unto this the Deacons are 
to excite and direct the members of the church; 
receive for, and faithfully di/tribute to the poor, as 
their various caſes: and circumſtances may require. 
The care of this is alſo incumbent: on the Elders, 
but the Deacons. are helps to them. 

Philalethes., Their Qualifications are recorded; « 


Tim. iii. 8— 13. Care and prudence in the choice 
of them are recommended, and they encouraged to 


faithfulneſs. and. diligence: Hereby a great truſt in 
them will be repoſed, and they ſhall attain: a great 


degree of freedom. 


Chri/ftophilas. Qur dear Redeemer has by many 


ways diſcovered his love to, and care of the poor of 


the flock. That they might not be diſcouraged, here 
is not only the care of them incumbent on Paſtors, 


Teachers and Elders, but here is an office inſtituted 


en very purpoſe for them: And, doubtleſs, the 
Deacons ſhould look upon it as a ſpecial part of their 


glory, that they are called to repreſent and ſhew forth 
"OR care, 28 tenderneſs and compaſſion of Chriſt. 


Swlogifticus,. 
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- Sylopiſtiens, And therefore they ſhould inform 
themſelves of the circumſtances of the poor; acquaint 
the charck with their neceſlity;; ſtir up the particular 
members to a free contribution, according a God 
karl profpered tem; reprove the negligent, and if 
they perſiſt in a neglect of their duty, then acquaint 
the Elders, ſeek and take their advice; and in every 
thing they receive or, diftribate, ſtand always in a 
readineſs to be accauntable. 
NMeapſiynus. But Deacons have generally upon their 
hands, beſides the care of the poor, what concerns 
the Lord's table, and the maintenance of the miniſtry. 
Philalethkes, That work is theirs, + becauſe their 
| proper \bufineſs is © to_/erve tables e 
2% Tv ſerve” Therefore, to the table of the her 
full. have juſtly been added the table of 
the «Lord, and the minifter's table. 
Neophytus. I ſhall at ipreſent move no more queſ- 
Mons: I thank all my friends that ſpoke for their 
trouble, and you, Father Zperetus, for your patience. 
Spenetus. Patience! ät has been a ꝓleaſure to me. 
Il eld you what pevfons they nominated at Car- 
lu for their officers, and was going to tell you that 
Wickly after then, Derbi found a ſtrong inclination 
to wifit Myfnyule, the place of this ſpiritual birth,; 
and upon his {mentioning this, two of the perſons 
nominateu for Deacons offered to bear him company. 
hey all iſet out together, and, arriving at Hy- 
feydle, were received with the greateſt demonſtrations 
of chriſtian joy. he houſe of io (the gracious 
landlord!) was preſently filled; the converſation and 
attention very ſingular, and the workings of affeg- 


tion strong. Chriſtianity- was their glery, and there 


, 
. n 


M 
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was evety thing chat became it. At ſupper; Drei 
put the landlord in mind of the ea they had 
when they ſupped there together before; which re · 

newed a diſcourſe of the ſame kind, in which H οαν˖ẽjuu 

bore his part with great enlargement and affection. 
After ſapper, the 133d Halm was read, explained 
and ſung, and Hauen prayed ; — took his leave of 
his friends in the tendereſt love, wiſhed them a 

good night, — and told them he hoped they ſhould - 
both ſee and hear his dear brother Cycoir the Teacher 
the next day- 

T htrophilut. - Then I ſuppoſe the next day was the 
Lord's Day, when the church was to meet for pub- 
lick worſhip - 

Epenttus, It was ſo. But Oh! howglad-was: :Cywrr 
to ſee any of thoſe chriſtians of Caerludd, of Whom 
he had heard ſo much. He embraced them, and 
could have kiſſed the very: ground whereon they ſtood ; 


and, with a eountenance that diſcovered greater love 


in his heart than could be expreſſed in words, and 
tears of joy, eneouraged- them in the Lord. And 


unſpeakably glad were they to ſee another of the 


preaching ſervants of the Lord; and the more ſo, 


becauſe they thought, by his name, that he was the 


perſon that ſo encouraged and helpeti Eu at” 
his firſt converſion. They a fed 'Efyddlon if he was 
not the ſame man? He anſwered, yes und, ſaid- 
he, we contracted ſuch a friendſbip then, that, if 
poſſible, we were reſolved to ſtrengthen the hands 
of each other, in Chriſt and his- worte, till death. 

In the forenoon Cywwtr preached from P/a/m bexii. 


16. There ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth, 


en «the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof ſhall: 
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Aal lite Lebanon; . and they ef the city ſhall: flouriſh 
like graſs of the earth. —— The great deſign of his 
diſcourſe was to ſhew' the! wonders of divine grace 
and power, in planting and ſtrengthening the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, in the country and city : — 
The deep deſigns of love, and the eſfectual opera- 
tions of the eternal Spirit, he inſiſted much upon; 
— with the promiſe of mighty increaſe from ſmall 
beginnings: In hearing; Dewr'and his-brethren were 
filled with joy. And ſo they were in the after» 
noon, when F/yddlon preached from Pph. v. 1. Br 
ye | therefore followers of God as dear children. In the 
evening there was à meeting of Prayer, and when 
one brother or two had prayed, Dew? was deſired 
to give ſome account of the State of Chriſt's cauſe 
at Caerludd, which he did; and began from that 
very ot, where God began with Yefan and himſelf, 
in as particular a manner as he conveniently could: 
— Zut it would affect à perſon ſo much as to think 
how the aſſembly heard him. What tears of joy 
were there! A weight of joy which they could hardly 
bear! Even children preſent were amazed, and many 
of them converted; and, for many years after, could 
relate the pleaſing ftory to 7heir children, and their 
children's children. — They ſung a £/alm; and Dewi 
was deſired to conclude in 3 = which he did 
with an enlarged heart. 1 
Clriſſeplilut. Oh]! what precious ine c can our 
Lord cauſe his children to ſee} My foul longs fot 
ſuch warming ſeaſons! Well, the reſidue of the Spirit 
is with him: He can porn our n to run er. 


5 1 | 


* * 


cc Wor 


They were greatly edified and ſtrengthened ;. and in 


who were row to accompany them to the city 3 for 
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Epenetus. There they ſtaid all that week, con- 
ſtantly employed in, and entertained with what con- 
cerned the kingdom of Chriſt and his worſhip. Cy cuir 
was with them moſt part of the time; and a meeting 
being that week at the village where he lived, they 
went thither alſo. The following Lord's day, the 
Teacher preached ; and the Paſtor, in the afternoon, 
adminiſtered the Lord's ſupper. Dewi and his two 
friends were invited to partake with them, which 
they did; and the Zowe of the Lamb of God, in the 
midſt of the throne, was to them exceeding precious. 


— _ 


* 
— — 


the evening of that day the godly, with many prayers 
and tears, committed Deroi and his companions to 
the Grace of God; and alſo their own Me/nger:, 


the fixed days were at hand. 

Neophytus. Now, dear Epenetus, I long to have 2 
particular account. of che Ordination; and how it was 
managed ? | 

 Epenetus. You may depend upon it, Neophytus, 
that in primitive Ordinations there was nothing pom- 
pous nor frivalous; every thing then anſwered the 
ſimplicity and power of the Goſpel. They ſet out 
for Caerludd together, and comfortable was their jour- 

ney: Some encouraging circumſtances by the way ;- + 

I omit. - They arrived at Caerludd no ſooner than 
welcome. The chriſtians flocked about them, and 
they worſhipped God together.: And ER that 
very evening, preached from Ad xviii. 10. 1 have 
much people in this city. The 72d als was ſung, 
and the people diſmiſſed. Their hearts were all filled 
with joy; — God made them glad through his work. 
. Tefan., 


* 
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Fefan rejoiced greatly, and his poor wife was helped, 
M a good meaſure, to make off her heavy fetters,. 
and her feps were enlarged. Cywory lodged at heir 
Hhoufe, and FHaulm at Dew:i's; the other Meffen- 
gers in different families: They would not ſuffer 
them to be two ih & houſe; they wiſhed there were 
mere of them, that they might have one each: 
They all covered them, aud prevailed. upon them 
ſometimes to ſhift lodgings ; but thoſe who experi- 
ence of eriſtian love cannot blame them. 

Theophilus. You Taid the time fixed for Ordina- 
tion was at hand; pray how did Why eee them- 

2 ſelves in the mean while f 

D)penem. They had but one day; and that was- 

taken up in prayer, conference and advice: and 
things Preparatory were fixed, that they might pro- 
ceed in good order the following day. 

Tus church met betimes; and, ter: praying that 
their aſcended Redeemer wonld guide them in their 
great work, and fill the day. with his preſence, and 

make it a blefimg. to late poſterity ;— they choſe a 

Body brother of good unterſtanding, one Dinan, . 

to be their mouth to ſpeak for them what was need- 
F ia eir Yolemn work. Tode Meſſengers from 
ul had à feat by themſelves; — and Py dtten- 
el up and faid, Dear Brethren, upon your 
* requeſt we are come as Mefſergers from the church 

re of Ohriſt at Hyfrydlr, whoſe-dear love and tender 
re affektion we were defired to deliver to you, to- 

« gether with this Letter; Which we defire your 


«delegate, Difuart, to read. ah 
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Hr took it and read as follows: 


* 


1 Phe church of Chrift fojourning at Hyfrydle, ante 
« yhie church of Chrift Jſojoarning at Caerludd, 
hay woifhing all . and pete. 


* Duan AND BELOVED BaeTHREN, 


„T is impoſſible for us to expreſs with what 
* joy your Letter was read and heard among us!" 
« We have bleſſed eur God for you, and continu- 
— «« ally ſeek his face, — that you may daily have, 
- x clearly know, and greatly triumph in the joyful 
& fund; — that your faith ih Chriſt — the faith that 
* worktth by love, attended with goſpel obedience 
« — may eminentiy fouriſh ; — that &rotherly lor may 
re be conſtant and fervent; — that your increaſe © may 
« be great, ſo that many evangelical churches may 
r ſpring forth from you! Let the people proije thee, 

« O Lord? Let all the propli praiſt thee ! 

% Accorvin'c to your requeſt we have ſent our 
* Myengers, our much honoured and beloved Biſhops, 
4 F/ydilon and Cywir; and our dear brethren, Buildiol 
% and Toftyriol., Receive them in the Lord. All 
« price and peace be with you; — the fincere and 
« fervent wth of yout affectionate brethren in the 
Lord . Ordered at our church meeting, &.. 
Piffin; Fathers and Brethren, I do in the 
* name of this church of Chriſt, thankfully ac- 
vc knowledge the tender love and regard of the 
« church At Hyftydte, and with ſincereſt affection 
< and joy receive you as their Meſſengers; aud hope 
« we mall always look upon the Me efengers of the 
* churches at the glory of Chriff. (2 Cor. viii. 23.) 

Chriftophiluss . 
- 


{ ifs 5, 54, + a tv 172. #1, 
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- 
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Chriftophilus. Really this entrance ſeems beautiful, 
and there appears a greater elemnity en it than 
on all the pomp and grandeur of man's invention. 

+ Epenetus. Then Difuant, with an audible voice, 
diſtinaly read their confeffion of faith—the church 
ſtanding all the while, — and then their covenant : 
At the concluſion of which, they Hft up their right 
hands to heaven — their zeal (without being aſked) 


putting them thereupon — and ſo ſat down. — Then 


their delegated brother ſpoke to them as follows: 

Difuant. Brethren, we are through amazing 
„ gtace a church of Chriſt, though we ſo lately 
„ wandered in the darkneſs of heatheniſm. It is 
e the Lord's work, and marvelous in our eyes. The 
* aſcended Saviour, the great Shepherd, hath us 


under his care as his flock, and does not diſdain 


„ to. gather our /ambs in bis arms. To our Firft- 
% Fruits he has been pleaſed to impart gifts, the 


great uſefulneſs of which we have plentifully ex- 


- 
* 


5% perienced. He empowers us to chooſe in his 
© name whom we. judge fitted by. himſelf to feed 
« his ſheep, —to feed his lambs. We have as a church 
* in the preſence of Chriſt, the great Biſhop of our 
;** ſouls, nominated and called our beloved brethren 


Dei and Yefan to become our Overſeers in the 


7 Lord. Their anſwers were humble and encou- 


* raging: — And now, brethren; (that we may 
take each of them apart) — if you do as a church 


of Chriſt, renew your call to our dear and much 


e honoured Dew: to, be your Paſer — to perform 


« all the duties and labour of ſuch an office, as 
« held forth in the lass of our Lord; — and if 
— upon his compliance with your call, and his ac- 
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« tual ſeparation to the good work, you promiſe 
« all chriſtian love, reſpect and obedience to him in 
« the Lord, — ſignify it by lifting ap your hands:“ 
— W hich they unanimouſly did. 

Tuer turning to Dewi, he ſaid, © Our beloved 


Brother, you ſee, that, with fubmiſſion to the 


Lord, the eyes of the church are upon you, and 
% they do wnanimoufly call you to take the paſtoral 
« care of them, — and on compliance with this call, 
* think to proceed immediately to your Ordina- 
% tion ; Dear Sir, we only wait for your anſwer. 
Dewi. * I am the Lord's; I am yours: And 
« whatever gifts I have are yours. I know I am 
« inſafficient; but, through grace, I have ſome 
„ knowledge of the great Paffor, in whom all fal- 
« neſs dwells, Caſting myſelf at his feet who has 
„ ſaid, My grare ts ſufficient for thee, my ftrength is 
« 'made perfect in weakneſs ; - I accept of your call, 
„and ſhall in the ftrength of the Lord apply myſelf 
« to my work, when ſet apart thereunto; but earneſtly 
«« begging your conſtant and fervent prayers for me.“ 
+ WreREvPoN the whole church bowed their heads 
with tears of joy; and Diffuant ſaid, © Brethren, 
* if you do as a church of Chriſt, and in 4kis name, 
% now ſolemnly and actually ſet apart and ordain 
our beloved brother Deroi to the work and office 
« of a Paſtor, ſignify it by lifting up your hands: 
Which" they unanimouſly did. Upon this, Devi, with 
many tears, ſaid, — Send now proſperity, O Lord! 
Turn ſaid Difuant to the church, '** Brethren, our 
Lord Jeſus is our great Paſtor and Teacher; none 
«« teacheth like him: He hath declared his Father's 
name unto us, and will declare it, Great are 
| 40 the 
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«* the myſteries of love and grace! Oh, the depth 
% of the promiſes! Some part we have ſeen, and 
« great things we truſt flill to receive. — The la- 
% bours of our dear brother Tt, upon the great 
'«« doctrines of God's everlaſting love, the perſon of 
„ Chriſt, the covenant of grace, ju/tification. through | 
«© Chriſt, and in him /audification, perſeverance and 
4 glory have been precious to us. We have eſteemed 
<< him a fincere and affectionate Teacher; we bleſs 
% God for him, and own that we ſtand in great 
«© need of his labowrs: Wherefore, Brethrep, if you 
„ do now renew the call to our beloved brother 
_«« Yofan—Ratedly to explain the great doctrines of the 
% goſpel to you, for faith and practice, in the office 
% of a Teaching Elder; — and if on compliance with 
% your call, and actual ſeparation to his work, you 
% promiſe all chriſtian xegard to him, and ſubmiſtion 
in the Lord, —— then ſignif it by lifting up 
«© your hands: — ich they unanimouſly did. 
Tux, turning to J, he ſaid, Our beloved 
4 brother, you ſee how, with ſubmiſſion to their great 
s prophet, the church unanimouſly call you to be 
10% their Teacher — 10 explain the ſcriptures, open the 
<< great doctrines of ſalvation, and inſtruct them for 
c their comfort and holineſs; — and, with their new- 
«& ly choſen Pafer, to take the over-ſight of them in 
„ the Lord, — Dear Sir, your anſwer is deſired.“ 
fan- I ſtand in great need of inſtruction; but 
„% whatever underſtanding is given, or may be given 
% me, I am very willing to ęmploy it among you 
% to the honour of Chriſt, and our mutual advan- 
„tage. I beg your copſtant prayers for me.” 
| | Want» 
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WuzREVUPRON the whole church bowed their heads 
as before; and Diffuant ſaid, ©* Brethren, if you do, 
% as a church of Chriſt, and in his name, now ſo- 
„ lemnly and actually fet apart and erdain our be- 
% loved brother L/, to. the office and work of a 
<« Teaching Elder, promiſing, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
« all tender regard and due ſubmiſſion to him in 
«© the Lord; ſigniſy it by lifting up your hands: — 
Mic they unauimouſly did. 

Uron this, 7:/an, in the moſt affeQionate man- 


ner, and with many tears, faid, — Uphaid me, O Lord? 


evith thy free ſpirit; then aui I teach trauſgrefers 
thy ways, aud finners ſhall be canveried unte thee ! 


Tagn Diffuaxt read the 23d Halm, and the whole 


congregation ſung it under holy enlargements with 
a loud voice; for God had made them very glad. 
— Then Dięuant prayed with great affection, ſuit- 
ably to the occaſion; and with a cheartul counte- 
nance ſpoke to the church: —** Brethren, God has 
„ graciouſly given us a La/ter after his own heart, 
and our eyes ſee our Teacher : The eternal God 
«© be with them and us!” And upon that, bowed 
his head, aud came down to a lower ſeat. 

Tazx ſtands up Czar, one of the meſſengers, 
and ſays, — * Brethren, your faith we own to be 
<< the faith of Chriſt, and your ord, that of the 
«« goſpel; we ſhall, if the Lord will, preſent the 
account of both to the church we belong to; and 
«© now, as their meſſengers, and in their name, we 
«© wiſh you abundant ſucceſs. and comfort, and give 
«« you the right hand of fellowſhip. ” — The newly 
ordained Pafor and Teacher, in the next ſeat, re- 

S ceived 
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ceivsd that chriſtian token of communion in the moſt 
loving manner. * 
Tus FEhHadlon prayed, — and en preached 


from Adi xx. 28. Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, 
| and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghoſt 


has made you overſcers '(emioworrov;), to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 
— After him Cywir prayed, and then preached from 


_ 1 Theſ.y. 12, 13- And we beſeech you, brethren, to 


know them whith labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you, and to eſteem them 
very highly in love for their works' ſake; and be at 
peace among yourſelves. — Then was ſung the 87th 
P/alm, and Dewi Werner that day's publick work 
with prayer. 

Theophilus, We thank you, beloved Epenetus, for 
the account of this beautiful work. May we ſee 
this glory upon all the churches! 
 Neophytus. I own the work had a great deal of 
chriſtian /o/emnity upon it, but was not impoſition of 
hands wanting ? Paul and Barnabas had hands laid 
on them. ()) 

.\ Theophilus. Right: Extraordinary Officers already; 


now ſent on an extraordinary Errand ; — and to 


receive extraordinary gifts and abilities for it. 


© Neophytrs.” But Timothy had the bands of a P/ 


Eytery laid on him. (2) 


Theophilus. True; an extraordinary Preſbyeery, for 


Paul was one of them ; — and Timothy, as an Evan- 
BY received extraordinary gifts thereby. 5 
„ ,  Neophytus: | 


Am. 3. (32) 1 Tim, iv, 14. 


MF. 
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Neephytus. But Paul ſays to Timathy, lay — # 


ſuddenly on no man. (a) 

_ - Theophilus, At firſt the ſaints enjoyed Sant 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt by the {aj- 
ing on of hands; but by that time there were many 
thouſands of chriſtians for whom ſuch bleſſings were 
not deſigned. Some of the ſervants of God, it is 
very probable, too ſuddenly laid on hands, and the 
expected extraordinary gifts did not follow; there- 
fore the Apoſtle cautions Timothy againſt the ſinful 
preſumption, and adviſes that he 2varr for infallible 
Aſſurances from the re Ghoſt, that ſuch gifts were 

to follow. * 


Neha. Pray how did they i ondinary oſſi- 


cers in the firſt churches, to preach and rule? 


T heophilus. By lifting up of hands were ordinary - 


Elders ordained in every church. (b) + 
G Neophytus, 


7 (a) 2 Tim. v. 22. 
'*® In moſt of our modern congregational ordinations, it is cuf- 
tomary for the aſſiſting miniſters (or preſbyters) to lay bands on 
the head of the candidate; but, 1 believe, the audience is gene- 


rally informed on the occaſion, that hereby they claim no pretence 


of c:nferring giſts or graces, and form no preſumptuous expectations 


of extraordinary influences, much leſs miraculous endowments; — 
| but rather . confider the ordination compleated by the ſuffrage of 


the people, while they in prayer over the candidate, would be un- 
derſtood only to fingle him out ( juſt at that part of the prayer 
which more immediately refers to his being ſet apart for the paſto- 
ral care) with greater diſtinctneſs and ſolemnity, — Some, how- 
ever, and our author in particular, think it beſt to avoid, on 
theſe occaſions, all appearance of extraordinary authority. 
(b) Alt xiv, 23. 

+ The text here referred to, is thus paraphraſed by Dr. 

nnn 
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Neophytus. Excuſe me, dear Epenetus, and proceed 


to the next day's work. 
Epenetus. The next day the church met betimes, 
bleſſed God for the paſt day, earneſtly deſired the 
Lord to be greatly with, and eminently to bleſs their 
Paſtor and Teacher, and begged his preſence with 
them that day; — then Dewi, the Paſtor, ſpeaks to 
the church, (for now there was no need of a dele- 
gated brother to ſpeak ) — ©* Brethren, we are ſenſible 
4e that the whole work of watching over the flock 
4. is very great, as you have heard very particularly 
e from the pulpit yeſterday ; —we know we are wedk 
« and inſufficient for the ſame; but we have reaſon 
9 * be * 2 that our Lord has appointed 


\ 

. of the people intel f. Bites for them in every church „And 
( as he obſerves in a note Mr. Harrington renders the words 
Keidlomoals; olg fte, ordained them elders by the votes 

of the people ; which rendering he has endeavoured largely to 
vindicate from the exceptions of Dr. Hammard, & c. Napbelius 
Has confirmed the ſame interpretation. And the old engliſb bible 
tranſlates it, evhen they bad ordained them elders by elefticn, It 
ze worthy of notice, that the civil government of theſe places was 


| Exprelaly the conſent of the Jewiſh perple had teen taken in the 

+ \&ttlement of their civil and cccle/iaftical affairs. Sir Norton Xnatch= 
Sull has an admirable te on the place, in which he eſtabliſhes 

ale weorſion fiſt mentioned, by many inconteſtible authorities, And 
though it be true that in ſume caſes the word xi fignifies to 

. -eonflitute or appoint to an office where there could be no voting, there 
appears no evidence that the word is ſo to be interpreted here. 


that among the Greeks, particularly at Athens, ſome of the ma- 
-piſtrates were called xtifclormroi, becauſe they were elactad to their 
office by the Hing ſup the hands. of the I (See Potter" s An- 
tiquities of Greece, B. i, chap, zi.) 


446 for 


In a great meaſure popular ; and the apoſtles well knew how 


{See Deddridge's Fun. Expeſ. in loco.) — It may be alſo remarked, 


” 
2 way 
walk” 
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& for his churches thoſe, whoſe proper bu/ine/5 it is 
ce to rule well and with diligence. — We have alrea- 
% dy, as a church, fixed upon brother Dideyll and 
«© brother Diauyd as proper perſons for that office: 
«© We gave them a folemn call thereunto, to which 
« their anſwer was ſuck as we deſired: And now, 
„% Brethren, if you do, as a church, renew your call 
e to each as a Ruling Elder — promiſing them all 
« chriſtian regard and /abmiſſion in the Lord — ſignify 
« it by lifting up nt hands: — Which they una- 
nimouſiy dit. 

Then ſaid Dew to Didzyll and Diwyd, — © Bre- 
„ thren, you ſee how, thro” mercy, the church is 
„ willing to be ruled and governed, according to 
e the laws of Chriſt. They have taken his yoke 
* upon them, and, with their eyes to him, they ear- 
, neſtly deſire you both to become their Ruling El- 
1% ders; — your anſwer is defired that we may pro- 
«© ceed.” They both ſtood up, and anſwered to 
this effect; — That they were willing, according to 
the beſt of their capacity, to ſerve Chriſt and his 
Intereſt in that church: And tho' the work was very 
weighty, yet, in ſubmiſſion to Chriſt, and the call 
of the church; they would not refuſe the work, when 
ſet apart for it. 

Dewi. ** Brethren, if you do as a church of 
«© Chriſt, and in his name, now ſolemnly and ac- 
% tually ſet apart brother Didauyll, and brother Di- 
„d, to the aforementioned Office, ſignify. it by 
«« lifting up your hands :” — Which they unanimouſly 
"did. - 

Trex ſaid Didzyll, “ Brethren, Pray for us. — 
* The Government is on the ſhoulders of the Re- 
G 2 deemer 


— — * 8 
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«© deemer, therefore in his ſtrength we avilling1y 
<< undertake the work.“ And Dewi, with great 
affection, ſaid,.— My heart is towards the gover- 
«© nors of -{/rae!, that offered themſelves willingly 
«© among the people; bleſs ye the Lord.“ (c) 
Tugx Tran food: up, and ſpoke to the church 
as follows: rethren, the compaſſions of our 
% Redeemer are very great; the poor are evange- 
4 lized, and he tells us, he would leave in the midſt 
« of us an aidted and poor Foeople, (d) whom his 
« church, in a ſpecial manner, is bound to regard 
2 and aſſiſt. Deacons are | officers in the church, 
*< -whoſe proper -bufinc/5 it is to promote their relief. 
£ Vou have, as a church of Chriſt, ſolemnly called 
6 brother Dyfal, Llawen, Tirion and Haeliouus, to 
e be your-Deacons; and if you now. rengw that call, 
e ſignify it by liſting up your hands:“ —— Which 
rhey unanimouſly did. Fhen he deſired. the . ſeveral 
+brethren to give in their anſwer, that they might 
proceed to ordination. They replied, that they were 
willing to ſerve Chriſt, the church, and the poor, 
zn the Office of - Deacons, if the church thought üt to 
ſet them apart thereunto. 
Tan. *« Brethren, if you do, as 8 of Chrit, 
ee and in his name, now actually ſet apart the- 
ee brethren, Dy/al, Llawen, Tirion, and Hatlionas, + 
« each to the "aforementioned office of a Deacon — 
««. promiſing due reſpect and chriſtian regard to them 
i as ſach— ſignify it by lifting up your hands: 
"Wick they unanimouſly did. And the Deacons: garneftly 
deſired 


(6) Fudge! v. g. 0% Zepb, il. 12, 
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defired prayers, that they might faithfully diſcharge 
the truſt repoſed in them. | 

Tux the 146th P/a/m was ſung ; and Tan prayed 
with great judgment and affeftion; and immediately 
Cywwir preached from 1 Tim. v. 17. The Elders that 
rule ewell, count worthy of double honour. He inſiſted 
much on the duty of Elders and people. — Then 
Efjadlon prayed, and preached: from Rom. xii. 7, 8. 
Or miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtring; — he that 
giveth, let him do it with finplicity; — le that ſhewweth 
mercy, with chearfulne/ſr, The 26th P/alm was ſung, 
and Tan concluded with prayer. Great was the 
joy of the church, and great grace was upon them 
all. - 

Chrifophilus, Thus we ee the firſt chriſlian church 
in Caerludd was organized, and great was their beauty; 
— Now, dear Zpenetas, let us hear how they went on. 

Epenctus. At a convenient ſeaſon [I ſhall endeavour 
to entertain you therewith, but, at er our re- 
{peQive families want us. 


: 
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N DIALOGUE Iv. 


* 


Ve members were admitted. An inflance of a believer 

baptized: An Infant baptized. 4 converted Heathers 
BH Speaks his experience. A converted Jew alſo. Both. 
received. The Lord's ſupper adminiſtered, The 

- meſſengers depart. At Caerludd they provide for 


the maſter, ordained a catechiſt. Private meetings. 

| agreed upon. The number of believers great. A. ſe-- 

bo paration into ſeveral churches: propoſed, and rejected. 
But: in another- way gained. The order thereof, 


. Turor tus 


EAR Chrilophilus, how many teachers and 
| - inſtruors: continually attend us! It may be 
. well ſaid, indeed, that God hath not left himſelf. 


and the firmament ſheweth his handy work: Day 


| eth knowledge. (e) The ſun, moon and ſtars, which 
* our Lord has ordained, offer inſtruction; Ardburus, 
Orion and Pleiades, and the * of the ſouth, 
1 


proclaim his 9 
| Chriftephilus.. 


= 60 Pſa, zi. 15.2. 


their biſhops. Reſolve upon a clriſtian ſchool, Edgar, 


| without witneſs. The Heaven, declare his glory, 


unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſhew- 


ee 
ces 
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Chriſtophilus, Not only do the. Heavens declare 
his wonders, but our teachers come to our very 
doors; aſk now the bealts, and they hall teach thee; 
and the fowls of the air, and they ſhall tell thee; or 
ſpeak to the earth, and it ſhall teach thee, and the. 
fiſhes of the ſea ſhall declare unto thee. The ſtone out 
of the wall ſpeaks, and the beam out of the tim 
ber anſwers it: Not an admired nor a deſpiſed flower” 
in garden or field, but what preaches divine power 
and wiſdom ; and every ſpire of graſs ſtands up for 
its maker, as well as the loſty cedars in Lebanon. 
There is not an atom but powerfully pleads for God. 

7 heephilus. Our grove and ſpreading Oat furniſh 
us with humbling thoughts. Do you hear the fing- 
ing of birds? Though their portion be ſmall, yet, 
in their way they -praiſe him that formed and feeds 
them. Though our God giveth unto us all things 
richly to enjoy, how backward are our hearts to divine 
' praiſes ! — But here are Epenetus and Neophytus : I hope 
the pleaſing ftory will cauſe our hearts yet to burn, 
 Neophytus, So, friends and neighbours, your eager< 
neſs to hear the ſtory, brought you hither betimes. 

Theophilus, We were obſerving how our little 
teachers, that fing among the branches, chide our 
backwardueſs to praiſe our Redeemer. — Now, Ee. 
wetus,, for the pleaſing account. 

Epenetus. The very next day aſter the endination 
of their Elders and Deacons, was their chriſtian. ſab- 
bath, or the Lord's day: And becauſe - F/yddlon and 
Cywir had preached two days ſucceſſively already, 
Yefan and Dewi undertook the principal work of this. 
Yefan preached in the forenoon, from Eph. iii. 8. 
Unto We; who am leſs than the * of all ſaints, is 

G 4 this 


* 


— 
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this grace given, that I fhould Freach aming the gen- 


tiles the unſtarchable riches of Chriſi.— Dewi preached: 


zin the afternoon, from 2 Cor. iv. 5. For we preack 


nor ourſelves, but Chrift Teſus the Lord, and ourſelves 
your ſervants for Jeſus fake. — God was greatly with 
them both, and with the whole church, and by his. 
Spirit made their cup to run over. The meſſen- 
gers alſo were filled with joy; and. F/yddlon pro- 


_ poſed preaching to them that evening. They were 


glad to hear it, (for the Goſpel was more precious 
to thei than their neceſſary food) and accordingly 
he preached unto them an excellent ſermon frome 


Aut viii. 8. 4nd there was great joy in "that' city. 


Neophyrus. I thought, Theophilas, from what you. 


 faid,, we ſhould hear of the ſinging of birds— the 


birds of Paradiſe: God had done great things for 


tem whereof they were glad: I wiſh Great Britain. 


were JT with ſuch mn But I have hindered: 
you. 
Zpenetrs, The following Lord's day che church: 
was to partake of the Lord's ſupper; and they had 
&xed upon the fifth day of this week for ſolemn 
prayer before God, that he would graciouſſy pre- 
pare and diſpoſe their hearts evangelically to attend 
upon bim in that precious ordinance. — Some alſo: 
who had been propounded for communion, were then 
to give in the account of their faith and experi- 
ences; and ſome ſtood ready for baptiſm. 125 
Theophilus. Then I ſee, that to propound in order 


to fellowſaip, is a very ancient cuſtom in the churehes. 


"Epentths. Ves, to be ſire; and great was the care 
of the primitive churches this way. They uſed great 


 caytivd, e 


_ 


* 
— 
— 
. 
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ö 
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wur us with an inſtance, aſter what manner they 
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ſtate of catichumens ? And this young church thought 
it expedient they ſhould act with deliberation, and- 


get as much acquaintance as poſſible with the per- 


ſon who offered himſelf to fellowſhip. | 
 Chriftophilus.. And, pray, what were thoſe cautious ' 
ſteps they took, in order to preſerve themſelves pure? 
Epenetus. They might vary as the caſe required; 
but, in general, it was thus: The perſon who of- 
fered himſelf was examined by the Elders; and, if 
they ſaw encouragement, they informed the church 
that ſuch a perſon deſired communion with them in 
the Lord's inftitutions and ordimances, as a church 
member: The church then deputed two or more 
perſons in their name, to viſit this perſon ſo oſfer- 
ing himſelf, - to diſcourſe cloſely with him, upon 
what he knew, believed and experienced, — to pray 


with, inſtru&- and encourage him, as they thought 


needfal;-— to make all the enquiry they could about 
his converſation 'and behaviour, more eſpecially r 
from the time of his firſt concern about his ſoul, 
-— and to make report of all to che n at a o 


venient ſeaſon. 


Theophilus, I ſhould be glad if you pleaſe to fa- 


received members. 
Neophytus. Eperietas having told us of ſome: chat 
were ready for baptiſm; may we be firſt favoured: 


with an ezample- or two, for- inſtrudtion, in what 


concerns that ordinance ? 

Epenetus. The very next day after Yefan and Deans 
preached, there came a perſon to Yefan's houſe, 
whoſe name was Crededyn, humbly aſking for Yefan 5: 
and with tears ſpoke to him as follows. Being 

8 ® acci- 

« 


——— 0 
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vc accidentally to hear you yeſterday, what you ſaid 


«« entered my heart; and though my coming was 


© to ſatisfy a vain; curious mind, the: great God, 


* as I verily believe, opened- my heart; While you 


* were ſpeaking of the unſearchable riches of grace 


% to the chief of ſinners, I hope I ſaw my wound 


«© and my relief.“ 
Yefan. It is not long ſince I met with the ſame 
mercy, and I am glad to ſee the ſame grace ap- 


prehending others: I would be alſo thankful that the 
God of all grace has been pleaſed to own my poor 
miniſtry for the goed of a y of my fellow ſinners; 


and that he does already lead you to hope. 
Credadyn. I am very ſenfible that I was without 


hope, though unconcerned; but, Jam aſhamed and 


confounded to tbink of it, I neither r nor des 
fired a deliverer. 


 Yefan, Do you think you- know 1 cefige . 


now ? 
Credadyn. T hope I do; the whole city; the whole 


world cannot fave me; but there is one greater than 
the world, who is above all, and who can ſave to 
the utrermoſt; at his feet 1 caſt myſelf for ſalva- 


tion; I believe there is ſalvation in none but in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
Yefan. And what makes you believe it is in him? 
Credadyn. The divine, almighty power makes me 
believe it, by giving me to ſee that Chriſt is a fir 


Saviour for ſuch as l am; and in making me WO 
to calt my ſoul upon him. | 


Ye/an. But what would you have me do for you? 
Credaayn. I renounce Heatheniſm, Jr _ 
a Chriſtian, and deũre to be baptiaed. 


* 


fan 
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Ueox this Tyan ordered water, prayed in an af-- 
fectionate and ſuitable manner, and then obſerve@ 
to what company was preſent, — the wonders of 
grace in viſiting the poor Gentiles, who there 
upon were flocking to Jeſus, profeſſing faith in him, 
and deſiring to be baptized in his name: He alſo 
obſerved, that this was the faithful performance of 
gracious promiſes; particularly that in Jalaſ lit. 15. 
So hall he ſprinkle many nations ; — which, he ſaid, 
our Lord directly referred to in Matt. xxviil. 19. 
Go teach all nations baptizing them, &c. * He then 
took water and /prink/ed it on his face, ſaying, - 
* Credadyn, I baptize thee in the name of the Father 
« and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” — He 
concluded with praying, that the bleſſing of Heaven 
might attend the ordinance, — that God would give 
them an enlarged acquaintance with his promiſe of: 
fprinkling clean water upon them, baptizing them 

: G 6 with 

» Wax THER the text in Matthery has any reference to that 
in Iſaiab, in the ſenſe here intended, I ſhall leave to the judg- 
ment of the judicious reader; but as to the made of baptiſm + 
(though Mr, Morrice went ſo far as ta contend, that immerſion” 
was never "uſed in the Apoſtolick age) it flioolt ſeem an equitable * 
rule, that — as the 'moſt eminent criticks, commentators and lexi- 
cographers are divided in their verdict, reſpecting the acceptation + 


of the term Buptizo, and conſequently the intention of our Sa- 


viour's command 70 beptize; and as the practice of the diſciples, , 
whence we hould gather in what ſenſe they underſtood it, is at- 
tended with conſiderable difficulty, when reduced to any one invariabis 
method — we” ſhould vary it according to circumſtances, and in 
proportion as demonſtrable evidence is wanting, refer the mode to 
the private judgment of the perſon or perſons concerned. Hereby 
iniſters would diſcover | a liberal impartiality, and ſhew that they 
- 616x willing to embrace ſuperior evidence. 
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with the Holy Spirit; — carry them on into greater 
degrees of holineſs to the Lord, and eſtabliſhment 
in the faith; — and, particularly, that the newly 
baptized perſon” might be enabled all his days to 
walk: worthy of the profeſion he now made, and 
of that bleſſed name whereinto he was now baptized.- 
— Then he encouraged and directed him to follow- 
the Lord fully. 
_  Neophytus: © Were none baptized then, but thoſe- 
who thus defired it? 
 Bpenctus,., Infants were then baptized ;- and the” 
ſame day will furniſh us with an inſtance” of this 
kind. One Eraſlanun, who was baptized by Ffpdd-- 
len when he was there before, by this time had a 
child: He goes to Deaui, now his Paſtor; and de- 
fires him to come to his houſe, to baptize it. —- 
Deroi, being at leiſure; immediately went, and ſome” 
friends preſent went along with him, When they 
came, Dewi ordered water to be ready, and went 
ro prayer. Then he gave his ſmall auditory a ſhort, - 
yet. ſweet diſcourſe, from Fer. xxx. 20. Their Chit= 
Aren alſo ſhall be as aferetime, — And when he had 
done, he turned to the father of the child, and ſaid, 
„ Brother, I hope you will always look upon your- 
«© ſelf under the ſtrongeſt obligations to bring up 
«« your child (if ſpared) in the norture” and ad- 
% monition of the Lord, — to plead with God for 
« him, and. plead with him for. God.” 
*Greſlawn. In the ſtrength of Chriſt I-promiſe this, 
Dewi. What is your child's name? 
Graflawn. His name is Nathaniel. | 
Dewi, This child, named Nathanael, © I re 
« in the Name of the, Father, the Son, and th 
« Holy 
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« Holy Spirit:”— And while he ſpoke the words, 
he poured the water on the child's face, —then gave 
the child unto the father; — and prayed that the 
glorious Prince, who ſtands up for the children of 
his people, would graciouſſy bleſs the child, — bring. 
it up” for himſelf, that it might appear to be the 
gift of God indeed, — that the parents might be 
enabled to diſcharge all duties towards their child, 
— and that they znd the church of God might have 
very early comfort in him. — He then expreſſed 
thankfulneſs for tender mercies to both the parents 
reſpectively, and earneſtly deſired that the God of 
the families of Jrael would make his conſtant abode 
with them; and ſo concluded that ſervice. - 
Neophytus; To me there appears a great deal of 
glory upon this. Oh! it grieves me that any of the 


churches of Chriſt ſhould loſe any part of it, 


Epenetus, “ Oh, thou that art named the houſe 
* of Jacob, is the Spirit of the Lord ſtraĩtened ? 
« Are theſe his doings ? — From their Cailaren have 
i ye taken away my glory for ever.“ (f) 

Theophilus. But I hope, dear Epentrus, that none 
of the inhabitants of Porheina ſhall be left to take 
away the Glory from their Clu/dren, I hope the 
very God of peace and truth- will make his abode 
with us. — Now, ſhall we be favoured-with an ac« 
count how they received church members? 

Epenstus. I told you before, that they had ap- 
pointed the £44 day of the week for a ſolemn day of 
prayer ;—the church met betimes that day, and ſeveral 
brethren prayed. with great affection, humility and 


(f) Aicob ii, 7, % 
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thankfulneſs before the Lord. — Then Cywoir preached 
from P/alm xlvi. 4. There is a river, the fireams wheres 


of ſhall make glad the city of God; the holy place of the 


tabernacles' of the mot high: And while he preached 


the whole church experimentally underſtood the truth 


of the text; they were made glad indeed. — After 
. ſermon they ſung the 46th P/alm; ahd then called thoſe 


| 


who ſtood ſome time propounded, to give an account 


ſeverally of their faith and experience.“ The firſt 


they called was one Uniawn (lately a heathen) and 


he was directed to a place where he might be con- 
veniently heard * all. To him Dewi ſpoke as follows: 


Dewi. 


* A' minute declaration of ' Chriftian experience, as here erem 


- plified,- can hardly, be maintained to be of univerſal obligation, 
* fince it would be difficult to produce any ſcripture precept or pre- 
cedent for it, in terms ſufficiently explicit to juſtify ſuch a con- 
clufion, — On the other hand, nothing is more evident than that 
every adult candidate for chriſfian fellowſhip ſhould give ſome ac- - 
count of his qualifications, to the church to Which he is about to 
join hienſelf. But how far, and in whit manner, he is to give 
this ſatisfaction (ſeeing. ſcripture deſcends not to particulars) muſt 
be reſolved to ſuch general rules as theſe: — Do all to the glory 
of Ged; — Let all things be dane decently, and in order, —and te 
edification, The nianner, therefore, in which a church ſhould de- 
fire ſatisfaction in this matter, depends on à variety of circum- 


ſtantes; ſuch” as the capacity of the perfon, — his gift of utter- 


ance, -&c, A detail of circumſtances from one may de very uſefub 
and edifying, but from ant ber quite the reyerſe. Herein, as in 
moſt caſes, ſpiritual prudence will be profitable to ditect; whilſt 
the greateſt caution ſhould be 'uſed by every chriſtian ſociety 
| that nothing be accounted and impoſed as a neceſſary term of chriſ- 
tian fellowſhip, where ſcripture, and the evident reaſon: of 


caſe are falent,. - See Tus s Compendium F - Social Relioions 


chap. ili. $ 9“ and Dr. Warrs's Terms of Chrifian Communion, - 


| Queſt, ü, in vile 34 IP 
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Dewi. You are called now to the greateſt honour” 
next to martyrdom; to confeſs Chriſt in the-midſt of 


a church of his. — Our city is ſtrong, ſalvation is its 


walls, and the gates are open for all who 4eep. the truth 


to enter in: We are encouraged to hope, that you 


know the grace of God in truth; an account of 


which, is what, as a church, we now defire,. 


Uniawn.- To: confeſs Chriſt is indeed a greater 
honour than any earthly dignity; and I would hum-- 
bly. confeſs him here, in the aſſembly of his ſaints, 
where he is greatly to be feared. I hope I am brought 
to adore and fear him in ſome meaſure of faith; 


and I am to tell you how that work was begun, 


and hitherto carried on. The very time * that your 
hbonoured Teacher, Tyan, in his own houſe, before 
many witneſſes, declared what God had done for 
his ſoul, — my brother Cyfiaws was preſent, and then 
viſited. by grace; who afterwards. entered into church 
fellowſhip with you 1 ſoon heard of his converſion 
to chriſtianity, and immediately made the ſtricteſt 
obſervation on his walk and conduct: And though 


J ſought an occaſion to reproach, I found nothing 
but what I admired: So much meekneſs and love, 


ſo much hatred to fin, and zeal for duty, that I 


began to think there muſt be ſomething real in what 
he proſeſſed. One evening I reſolved to ſtay at his 
houſe till he had performed family prayer. The 


10th chapter of Jon was read, where it is ſaid 


that the Holy Spirit ſhould reprove the world of fin, 
becauſe they beliewed net on Chrift. It ſtruck me to 
the very ſoul; and I could hardly hear any thing 

that 


2 Dial, . N Gay 
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that was afterwards read. My brother prayed and 
mourned much before the Lord; but my heart ſmote 
me, and told me I had much more reaſon to mourn 
than he: So, under broken apprehenfions of dan- 
ger and unworthineſs, 1 burſt out into tears; which 
being obſerved by my dear brother, he ſent up ſtrong 
eries to heaven on my behalf. When he had done, 
he took me by the hand, = 2nd'I hung down my 
head, but neither of us could ſpeak a word. This 
was on the eve ] day at night. Next morning 
I came again, and told him, I had a mind to go to 
the chriſtian aſſembly along with him: He ſaid he 
| was glad of it; and, in family prayer that morning, 
mentioned me very particularly, that the God of 
all grace would that day vit me. My concern was 
great; and when I came to the aſſembly, I began 
to think what it might be to be vie by the God 
of all grace, as my brother deſired; and for ſome 
ume I was in expectation of it: But ſomehow my ex- 
pectation dropped; and while I was in that indolent 
way, he, who is now your honoured Paſtor, ſaid, with 
a loud voice, Hearken unto me, ye ſtout-hearted, - 
er that are far from ri teouſueſs 3 1 bring near my 
* righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far off, and my ſal- 
** vation ſhall not tarry;” (g) The words entered 
my foul; I fell down before their power: I owned 
I was fur Hook righteouſnefs, and yet ſo fooliſh as 
to be /fort-hearted; I was made to loatk myſelf in 
my own fight, and was fenſfible-nothing in che wortd 
evuld help me. Bat when he came to ſpeak of 
the Lord's bringing his righteouſneſs year, even to 


u) Wied in 2, 235 
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them that were too ſtout to go to it; and that 
God's ſalvation ſhould not tarry, I was led to hope, 
that the Meſtal would be even my Saviour. I found: 
my poor ſoul willing to venture- all upon him, let 
him do with me what ſeemed good in his fight. 
I went home with my brother, and told him how 
it had been with me; and aſked him, was that 
what he meant by God's viſiting me? He ſaid, yes; 
Then ſaid I, Brother, God has anſwered: your prayer; 
and wifited me with his ſalvation; —Ln the after- 
noon I heard your honoured Teacher; and in his 
diſcourſe he mentioned the tenderneſs of Chriſt, as 
x ſhepherd, towards the feebleſt in the flock; and: 
faid, that we have the greateſt reaſon to be con- 
dent of this very thing, that where he had . 
* the good work, he would certainly finiſh it.“ 
Tt greatly encodraged me: I went home, ſtint my- 
felf up in a room, and tried to pour out my ſouk; 
before God, which I did in a very broken manner: 
But a word that I had heard He deſpiſerh wor the- 
Prayer of the poor — was very encouraging to me. 
Ever fince, I have endeavoured to follow the Lord: 
in all his appointments ; ;—and being fully perſuaded 
that church fellowſhip is one, I defirs” to — him 
in that alſo. 

Dewi. You ſaid, that you were led to hope the 
Meſfal would be your Saviour; WhO do you appre- 
hend that Metal is? | 

Uniatun. Jeſu, the Son of God, d the Son 
of the Virgin; God-Man in two diſtinct natures, 


but one Perſon; ordained to fave ſinners. 


Dei. And what do you think he ſaves you from? 


Uniawme. 
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Fon my ſins, the curſe of che law, 
2nd the wrath to come. 
Dewi. Have you then no "ry now he is your 
Saviour? 
— N I have innumerable evils cleaving 
to my nature; and under a ſenſe of them I daily 
mourn before the Lord, — the God of pardons; — 
yet they are not imputed to me. 

Dewi. What then becomes of them? 

Uniawn. They were all imputed. to Chriſt; he 
“ bore them in his own body on the tree.“ 
Dewi. Who imputed your fins to Chriſt? 

- Uniawn, *©© The Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all.” 

Dewi. But does not God defire you to live e 
teouſly ? 

_ © Uniaxvn. Ves; and I find, through grace, an earneſt 
3 to be found in all duty: But no part of * is 
my juſtifying righteouſneſs, | 

. Dewi. What is the rule of your duty ? 

- Uniawn. The eternal, moral Law of God, which- 
the doctrine of faith-in\the Son of God eſtabliſhes. 

Desi. What thoughts have you of 9 as: 
the Son. of God ? 1-1 

Uniawn. He is every, way _ my thoughts: 
I am enabled to ſubmit them to what is revealed 
concerning him; — that he is the infinite and eter- 
nal God, — the ſame in Nature with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, but diſtin in-per/or. In the God- 
head there are three Perſons; the Father, the Ford, 
and the "RY Spirit; and the/e yam are one. (h) 

| Dewi.. 


(b). 1 N v. Ter 
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Dewvi. How did he, being the eternal Word, be- 
come man? 8 

Uniawn. By aſſuming the human nature (not © 
human per/on) into perſonal union with himſelf; 
and thus appeared to be, every way, ſuch an high 
prieſt as became us. 

Dewi. But in confeſſing and ſerving this glorious 
Aeffiah, you muſt expect tribulation; and how do 
you expect to go through ? 

Uniawn. . Only in the ſtrength of the Holy Spi- 
rit, the Comforter. and Sanctifier of the church. 

Dewi. Brethren, if you have any thing elſe upon 
your minds to aſk our friend, before he withdraws, 
I. beg you would uſe freedom. — But nothing being 
aſked, he was defired to withdraw. — Whereupon 
Dewi deſired the brethren,, who had been deputed. 
to acquaint themſelves as much as poſſible with his 
faith and experience, to give a. brief account of what 
they knew thereof. They anſwered, that all the 
things he mentioned in the church were more than 
once declared to them, and other things of weight; 
that they had prayed: with. him, and had prevailed. 
upon him to pray. with them; which he did, they 
thought, in a ſavoury, humble, judicious manner. 
Whereupon Dewi ſaid unto the church, Brethren, 
if upon what you have heard of Uniawn's faith and. 
experience, you judge him a-converted perſon, a true, 
believer in Chriſt, — ſignify it by lifting up your | 
hands: — Which they unanimouſly did. — Then faid. 
Dewi to the deputed perſons, . Pray, Brethren, what 
account can you give the church of his walk and 

conver fation.? — They anſwered, that they had made 
a an enquiry, and. could find nothing but what. 

Was- 
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was agreeable to the profeſſion” he made: But, faid 
they, his own brother Cyfanvn is preſent, if you 
chooſe to aſk him. Then ſaid Dews, brother Cyñ- 
aun, you are defired to give the church your thoughts 
upon his converſation. Cyfiawn anſwered, that he 
knew nothiag, ſince God began to work upon * 
Bur what was agreeable to that work. 

Uyox' this Dewi ſaid to the church, Brethren, if 
from what you have heard of Uniawrn's faith, ex- 
perience and. converſation, you do, as a church of 
Chriſt, judge it your prefent duty to receive him 
into fellowſtiip, as a church member, fignify it by 
lifting up your hands :— Miel they unanimouſly did. 

Warkzurox he was called in; to whom Devot 
ſaid, «© This church of Chrift hath conſidered the 
aceount you gave of God's work upon your ſoul, 
and the account given of your converfation, and. 
« we judge ir our duty to teſtify our love to you in 
the Lord, and receive you into feHowſhip with us. 

«© Wherefore, if you do, in this affembly, ſolemnly 
„give up yourſelf to the Eternal God in Chriſt, 
« as your God ;. receive Chriſt, as your Prophet, 
« Prieſt and King: and give up yourſelf unto us as 
gh h, — promiſmy i in the ſtrength of the Lord: 
* 70 walk with: us in the performance of all duties 

„ jncumbent on a+ church member, — ſignify it by 
«lifting up your hand: Which he did. —— Then 
faid Deu, Wie alſo, as a church of Chriſt (the 
church ſtanding while he ſpoke}, promife in the 
« ſame ftrength of our Lord, to perform all relative 
5 duties towards you as a member of us: And fo-_ 
« in the name of this churck of Chriſt, I do receive 
ou, and 10 you. the right PE ne 
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% And may this entrance of yours into the viſible 
£* kingdom of heaven, in this world, be attended 
4* with a mighty bleſſing Amen.” | 

_ Philalethes, His experience was of the right kind: 
But what precious things did the queſtions draw gut 
of him! ; 

\ Theophilus, | Pray Epenctus- , to the reſt. 
1 Epenetus. The next that was called was one Jera- 
vlan Ben · Iſrael, by birth a Few: He was deſired to 
ſtand as the former had done, and to give an account 
of the work of God upon his ſoul. Accordingly he 
ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: | 

Fonathan Ben- Iſracl. I am amazed at che won- 
ders of providence; and more ſo at the wonders 
of grace]! I was born at Bethany, within two miles 
of Jeruſalem: (Oh that I, could fay the Feru/alem 
that now is!) My father, rae] Ben- Jaſapl, was at 
Feruſalem when Jeſus was crucified; and, for oyght 
I know, was one of thoſe who conſented to his death. 
However, when I Was a boy, I often heard him 
ſpeak of him with diſdain; ſaying he had ſeen tar 


Maia; hanging upon the tree. I was brought up 
in great prejudice againſt Te/us of Nazareth; and 
1 thought, on many accounts, it was impoſſible he 
ſhould be the Meſtal; and particularly becauſe, as 

I was often told, he was a mean man, a carpenter; 
deſpiſed and rejected of men, à ſervant of rulers; 
.utterly unable to deliver our nation from the Roman 
ſervitude, much more unable to make Jeruſalem the 
praiſe of the whole earth. And this prejudice was 
greatly ſtrengthened in me from two conſiderations; 
-firſt, that we knew from whence Jeſus came; and, 

then, I was taught to pears, that whenever the 


Meſſiah 
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Maſtal ſhould come, he would abide for ever, (which 
'T thought '7e/us did not) and immediately make our 
nation head of all. So that I muſt now own, to 
my very great ſhame, that I was an ob/linare Few. 
But the miſeries, foretold by the bleſſed Ze/as, grow- 
ing heavy upon the nation, — and, not knowing 
How ſoon the city of Feru/alem would fall into the 
hands of Roman cruelty; and, having alſo an incli- 
nation to Tee ſome other part of the world. I 
travelled through the Leſſer fa, into Europe: and, 
Having heard of the fame of Britain, my curioſity 
Jed me to viſit the chief city, Caerludu; where J 
Have now reſided for more than three years. 
About two months ago, paſſing near this place, I 
ſaw ſeveral people enter in, and, thoughtleſsly enough, 
'T entered along with them, not knowing whither, 
nor for what. —In a little time, I underſtood what 
the aſſembly was engaged in, and was reſolved to 
Nee it out. — 7efan, your prefent honoured Teacher, 
took for his text, Luke xxiv. 25, 26. O fools, 
and flow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
* have ſpoken! Ought not Chrift to have ſuffered 
'<c theſe things, and f enter into his glory?” The 
words ſeized, and to pierce me to the heart. 
I quickly found, that the very reaſons why 1 re- 
JeQed Jeſus, were indeed ſtrong reaſons why I ſhould 
receive him. I ſaw, that the true Me/jak muſt be 
ſuch as Jeſus was; — deſpiſed and rejected of men; 
'a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief; that 
he muſt be numbered among the tranſgreſſors; that 
his hands and feet muſt be: pierced, and that 
on his veſture they ſhould caſt lots; that he 'muſt 


arink of the brook in the way, and then lift up 
2 the 
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the head. Nothing like this did I ever feel before; 
nor, when I entered into the aſſembly, was I deſir- 
ous of ſuch conviction. It came by a power that 
evidenced itſelf to be of God. — Then I thought, 
that the very firſt revelation of the Miah, expreſſed 
his ſuffering, as his way to glory; in that kis heel 
was to be bruiſed. (i) 1 then ſaw, the Metal mutt 
come in that way, and undergo ſuch things, or he 
could not be the Meal God had promiſed. — I 
quickly returned to my. lodgings, retired to my 
chamber, and, deſiring the Eternal God of truth 
now to guide me, left my heart with him. I took 


the Law and the Prophets, which I had by me, 
and read and conſidered ; ſtill looking to the God 


of truth, that I might not be deceived. I found 


the ſceptre was departed from Judah, and the Law- 


giver from between his feet, and therefore that Si- 
Joh, the Metal, was certainly come. I found that 


Maſtal, the defire of all nations, ſhould come into 
the Second temple, which is now deſtroyed by the 


Romans; therefore the Me//iah is come, or into that 
temple he can never enter. And, what put the mat- 
ter out of all doubt with me, was, what I found 
in Daniel, — That after three ſcore and two weeks 
Ci. e. 434 years from the fini/hing of the rebuilding 
of the city,) Meal ſhould be cut e, bur not for 
himſelf. (Kk) And the manner and reaſon of his 
being cut off, I found, more at large, in P/a/m 
xxii. and J/aiah liii. Then was I. made to look ' 
unto him whom 1 had pierced, with mourning and 
bitterneſs, In a little time I ſaw, that thus my 

"g 1 
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ſalvation was wrought, and the ſalvation of '1/rae/ 
effectually provided for, I was led tos venture my 
Foul upon Jeſut, for pardon and peace. He is Je. 
nova my righteouſneſs: 80 I bave received him, 
and ſo I hope I hall walk in him. And ſince God 
Hhath enabled me to receive his Son, Jeſus, my Sa- 
viour, I have been greatly refreſhed in your aſſem- 
blies, in the publick worſhip. of our Redeemer. — 
I hope I am helped to admire the wiſdom of grace 
and providence, in bringing me to Britain to be 
converted; and here with you, I deſire to ſerve the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a church member, in all * | 
evangelical appointments. 

 »Tefan. Were you ever in a Chritian Adembly, 
before i the time you mentioned? 

- Jonathan: Ben-Iracl. No; and had I known 4kis to 
be one, it is like enough I ſhould not have gone in 
then: Fer I always thought they worſhipped one 
who was not the Eternal God. | 

Yefan. Then you e ene ee 3 
the Eternal God ? þ 

Jonathan Ben-d/racl, Yes, ee e — O God, 
5s g e en ever. — The Prince of peace - muſt 
be the -mighty Gd. 

Than. Then you are futisfied. now; that all di- 

vine worſhip is wad to Nelas, though his appearance 
was once ſo mean. 

Janathan Ben- Ißrael. That I am; and, I hope, 
I can ſay to him, as the once unbelieving a 
did, My Lord, and my God. 

Daa. Then the mean condition he appeared in 
once, is no ſtumbling · block to you now. 


Jona- | 
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Jonathan Ben-1ſrae!. No; I ſee now there was a 
FE for that meanneſs and humiliation, even 
unto death; for, otherwiſe, he could not be the true 
Mahal. 

Yefan. What thoughts have you now .of the Law 
of Mo/es ? 

Jonathan Ben- Iſrarl. Honourable thoughts: The 
mo al law is my perpetual rule: The law of cere- 
monie —in a great meaſure the Goſpel of our fathers 
— was the ſhadow of good things to come; and of 
the whole %, is the ſum. 

Yefan. What apprehenſions have you of your na- 

tural fate ? 

Jonathan Bon-1/racl. A Hate of fin and math; I 
was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my mother 
conceive me. I have lived in ſin —eſpecially the fin 
of unbelief — all my days: And, though I hope the 
Lord has given me faith af nia, # find that fin ſtill 
cleaves to all I do. 

Yefan. The ancient Jews had their ſacrifices and 
atonements for ſin; — under a ſenſe of ſuch ſinfulnefs 
as you have expreſſed, what courſe do you take? 

Jonathan Ben-{/racl. By Faith, I flee to him, who 
"finiſhed tranſgreſſion, and made an end of ſacrifice 
for fins; and, by once offering up himſelf, has for 
ever perfected them that are ſanctiſied. | 

Yefan. And. what do you find to. be 1 
of ſach a faith? * 

Fonathan Ben-1/rael. It worketh by love, puts we 
upon a humble walk with God, inclines me to all 
duty, and makes me earneſtly deſire communion with 
God, 1 vie. his ew: $5 7 
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Epenetus. Some more queſtions were aſked, and 
freedom to aſk more was offered; and (the ſame 
method being uſed with him that I mentioned before) 
he was received into fellowſhip. — Three more ſpoke 
at that time; one of them was received, and the 


other tee encouraged, and continued as catechument, 


for farther ſatisfaction: And re fan conc] uded the day 


with prayer.“ 


Theophilus. And a good day too! May the eternal 


God do ſuch great things for all his churches, and 
make them glad! 


Hllogiſticus. 1 humbly think our dear Epenetus 


| ſhould give us ſome account of their breaking-bread 


day, which, I find, was juſt at hand. 

Epenetus, The Lord's day in the forenoon, Tefan 
preached from John i. 29, Behold the Lamb of Ged, 
evhich taketh away the fin of the world. And in 
the afternoon Dewi, who had ſeen the order of the 
church at Hyfrydle, — after defiring the Me/engers to 
take their ſeats, and partake with the church ;— in 


2 ſhort prayer, ſent up petitions to the God of all 


grace, for his preſence, with them; that he would 
"graciouſly fill their ſouls with faith and love, and 


make himſelf known to them in this their breaking 


of bread; that they might attend upon ſo ſolemn an 
ordi-· | 


* Tex 8 were entered in a book, which 
they called, A book of remembrance, written before the Lord, for 


| — that feared the Lord, and thought upon bis name; — in which 


all things | of mament were judicioufly and - methodically entered; 
and which they found ' abundantly uſeful, — And (without pre- 
tending to ſcripture proof, or ſearching into Paul's. parchments ) may 

not the conſiderations of order and utility, ſufficiently one 
ſuch a church book to every chriſtian congregation ? 


var Vat” 
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ordinance, in a becoming ſpirit, and receive from the 
Lord ſpiritual ſtrength thereby. Then took that 
text, Rev. v. 6. And 1 beheld, and lo, in the midſt 
of the throne, and of the four beaſts, and in the midſt of 
the elders, flood a Lamb, as it had been ſlain, having 
ven horns, and ſeven eyes, which are the ſeven Spi- 
rits of God ſent forth into all the earth. — He read 
the words with great affection, and obſerved, firſt, 
That the poor children of God often meet with 
a pleaſing ſurprize: I beheld, and lo, « lamb. The 
Apoſtle had heard of a Lion, and he beheld, and lo, 
it was a Lamb. Perſons who have entertained heart- 
terrifying apprehenſions of Chriſt, find, upon real 
knowledge of him, that he is a Lamb, meek and 
lowly in heart. — This was precious to poor ones 
newly drawn out of their diſtreſſes. Then he ob- 
ſerved to them — The dignity of the church of Chriſt; 
— his Throne, living ones, elders. In the next place, 
— What made them indeed; glorious, the Lamb in 


the midf of them. Then he deſired them to obſerve, 


— His poſture, fanding, ready to receive them, de- 
fend them, and be viewed by them. And then, —- 
He prayed them to take a humbling melting view 
of him, a Lamb, as it had been ain. On this he 
inſiſted much;— the cauſes and conſequences of his 
death; and why there muſt be, in the midſt of the 
church, a conſtant remembrance thereof. And, laſtly, 
for their great. encouragement, he obſerved to the 


church, — That the Lamb was omnipotent, having 


ſeven horns; omniſcient, having ſeven eyes; omnipreſent, 
having the ſeven Spirits of God, preſent in all the 
earth. The church, with tender affections and melt 
| H 2 ing 
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ing love, heard all that he ſaid to theſe things, and 
Found themſelves in the kingdom of heaven.“ 

\Neophytus. But, was all this ential to the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's ſupper; or only what the miniſter 
thought expedient? | 
 Epenetus. Phe latter, to be ſure: He thought, 
. Neeing they had time, not to make indecent haſte, 
Hut to fill it up with becoming ſolemnity. 
(Chriftophtlus. Truly, I am of the "mind; that 
churches ſhould not make this bleſſed work a hurry: 
And, therefore, that it would be better to omit a 
part of the ſermon, than to eome with a tired na- 
ture to attend upon fo folemn a feaſt. 

Epenetur. Then, after Dewi had finiſhed his diſ- 
;courſe upon the forementioned text, he took the 
bread, that was ready prepared upon the table, in 
his hand, and read 1 Cor. xi. 23. For I have re- 
cei vad "of "the Lord that i, alſo: delivered unto 
you, that the Lord Jaſus, the ſame night in -auhich le 
war betrayed, 166k bread. He briefly-explained the 
words, and affifted their meditations upon them, and 
_ _-then faid, — In the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
e according to his e 9 e Kae bread 
-<« and give thanks.” 

Wusnxzvron he affectionately N 4 God 
would blejs the bread for the deſigned uſe, — that 
they might be enabled to deer the Lord's body, 

1 98 e Ne £64 7 | and 
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Ir will probably occur to the judicious reader, that ſome of 
Dewi's remarks: and explications of the above text (as - the dig - 
nity of 2 chriſtian church, Sc.) are rather well meant than ſolid. 
But if any wiſh to ſee the above paſſage handled in a copious, experi- 
- rrental, ſublime and heavenly manner, they may peruſe that ſavoury 
aud truly valuable piece intitled Chriſtus in clo, by Mr, Bradbury. 
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and by faith feed upon the bread of life, — and that 
they might worthily partake of this feaſt, to their 
growth in grace and real profit; — returned thanks: 
for the wonderful proviſion made in Chriſt for them, 


— bleſſed God for the inſtitution, and-defired they = 


might be helped to attend upon as dear Lord mar 
with holy chearfulneſs. 

Tusx Dewi read the neut verſe, And alen he 
ad given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; 
this is my: body which: ir broken for: hen; this do: in 
remembrance off me. He explained the words, aſſiſted 
their meditations with proper remarks, and applica- 
tions pertinent to the purpoſe; then ſaid, In the 
* name, and- according to the example — dear 

«© Lord, 1 break this bread; in remembrance of his 
1 ſacred body that was bruiſed for our iniquities.“ 
And. when he had broken the bread, he- ſaid, —— 
„ Take, eat, this is. the Lord's body which is broken 
* for you: Which they did; and all the while the 
tendereſt 3 of love and 22 appeared upon 
theny all. 


Tux Devi read on; After eons; manner alſo 


% tank the: cup, +» And. Dewiz. with a cap of wine be- 
fore him, faid, — In the Name, and according to 
the example of Jeſus, our Redeemer; I take this 


* cup, and return thanks.” Which he dad, adoring 


the wonders of divitie grace, juſtice and wiſdom, in 
the b/ood of the Lamb, the blood. of. the ererlaſt- 


ing covenant, that cleanſeth- ſrom all fin, and: ſpeak 
eth better things than the blood of Abel; — defired 


God to bleſs that cup, and make it a cup of bleſs- 


ing indeed, — the communion of the blobd of Chriſt; 


- and, that they might be helped, by faith, to drink 
| | den ie 
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of the wine of the kingdom; whereby they might 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, as _ whoſe cup 
runneth over. 

Funn he ſaid, This cup is the new Teſtament 
in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
nin remembrance of me; and delivered it to the 
next brother, after drinking of it himſelf, and fo 
it went through the church ; who, as the pardoned | 
ones of God, thankfully received it.“ 

Fu he prayed for the bleſſing of Heaven on 
what they had been concerned in; — and the church 
made, from ſeat to ſeat, a collection for the poor. 
They ſung a part of the 23d P/alm, and concluded. 
Tung was a meeting that Lord's day evening, 
when £/ddlon — greatly affected with the. converſion 
of the Few, — preached from Rom. xi. 26, 27. And 
fo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; 'as it is written, there 
fall come out of Dion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn 
no ungodling/+ from Jacob; for this is my covenant” 

* auen I fhall. take 22 87560 their fins. — The 
third 


* 
: = 
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- * Nephyturr moves a queſtion, about — not the whims of Tran-- 
ſubſtantiation and Conſubſtagtiation, that contradict all principles 
of revelation, reaſon and ſenſe 3 tor about geſtures and poſtures, 
but— the verſes immediately following thoſe which. Dewi made 
uſe of; (1 Cor, xi. 27—29-) which have been fo tertible to 
many Ender minds, far whole fakes this Nore is principally in- 
tended. A great deal of this dread ariſes, from the inaptitude 
there may be in one language to expreſs the true meaning of 
another. The word Denmation, through. ule, is armed with terror, 
and. ſeems to intend nothing but eternal deſtruction, under the 
indignation, of the Almighty, But (xp4<2) the word fo rendered 
was frequently uſed in another ſenſe, to denote any damage or diſ- 
advantage: And here,, if 1 n it Bgaifles any juugment, 
by way of * | ( 
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third day of that week the church met; Ffddlon 
and Cywir both prayed, and, in a ſhort but ſweet 
diſcourſe, took their leave of them, with the ten- 
dereſt affection, commending them to God and the 
word of his grace. Dewi and Yefan alſo prayed, 
and, with many tears, committed to God the beloved 
meſſengers, — the church of Chriſt they belonged to, 
— and the whole intereſt of the dear Redeemer. 
Early the next morning the meſſengers departed, car- 
rying with them, among other tokens of love and 
gratitude, a letter to the church at Hy/rydle, which, 
when they came home, was read in a full meeting. 


They reported what they had ſeen of God's gra- 


cious dealings, and the church rejoiced, ſung the 
Praiſes of God, and gave him glory. 

Chriftophilus., O the faith, love, zeal and 5mpli- 
city of thoſe primitive chriſtians! Well, the grace 
of Chriſt is ſtill the ſame, nor is his Spirit ſtrait- 
ened. I hope this account will put me, as long as 
T live, upon more fervent ſupplications to the God 
of all grace, that he would bring. me, and all his 
poor children, into more * with ſuch a 
glory. 

Theophilus, Now, dear j what ſteps did- 
they further take at Caerludd, to build themſelves. 
up in their moſt holy faith? 
 Epenarus. Why, all the. ordinary means of grace, 
praying, preaching, hearing, ' praiſing, converſation, 
&c.— But in order to ſtrengthen the hands of their 
Paſtor and. Teacher, and to encourage them in the 
Lord's work, they met without their knowledge; and. 
after prayer, Haelionus, one of the Deacons, ſpoke. 
as ſollows: 

f H 4 „BRE 
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© BaxT RRZN, It is by the amazing grace of God 


we are what we are. Not long fince in Heatheniſm, 


and now a church of Chriſt! It hath pleafed our 


«« exalted Prince and Saviour, the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of our ſouls, to raiſe up for us per- 


* ſons eminently bleſſed with abilities for ſervice, 


in the work of the miniftry; — they were made 
* nſe of for the converſion of moſt of us, and the 


« edification of us all. They took the overſight of 


us willingly; of which the love of Chrift appears 


to be the ſpring. The proof of them we know; 


they have devoted themſelves to the word and 
% prayer; they ſerve the Lord, they ſerve us. But, 


« though they never undertook this fervice among 


* us from worldly views, we ſhall be the moſt an- 
% grateful people living, if we conſider them not. 
* Entangle themſelves with the affairs of this life 
they mult. not, they have undertaken to give 
« themſelves wholly up to our ſervice in the. Lord. 
«They are perſons capable of hard ſtudy, and great 
© improvement, let us not diſcourage them; ler us 
not #jure ourſelves. They ſow unto us ſpirictuaÞ 
things; they ſhould. reap of our temporal things. 


«© hope it ſhall never be ſaid, that either of them, 


«© or theirs, ſuffer in the leaſt for their diligent at- 
% tendance upon the work of the Lord among us. 


* The ox that treads out the corn muſt not 64 
% muzzled; they have power to eat and drink, they 


4 are av of double honour: And though provi- 
e dence has entitled them to a conſiderable mea- 


< ſure of worldly ſubſtance, they for our ſakes put 


«© themſelves out of the way of improving it: And 


the Lord Jeſus, the great. Lawgrver of 


1 


the church, 
64 ſays,. - 


| 
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% ſays, that they who preach. the goſpel ſhould /ive 
« by the goſpel: Wherefore, Brethren, I humbly 
% mave. for a preſent token of our duty towards 
« them, and /u&/criptiions for the time to come.” 
Diwyd, one of the ruling Elders, ſaid, What 
% our brother has moved for, appears a. duty in the 
« ſtrongeſt light, and I would only add, that fince 
** many of us are bleged with conſiderable ſubſtance, 
« we ſhould makt it appear, by a chearful con- 
« tribution, that our ſub%ance is a bleſſing to us. 
„ And for my part I offer this ——and- ſhall ſub- 
* ſcribe more: And now, I do, in the name of 
„ Chriſt, according to my office among you, call 
* every. one — as God- has proſpered. him to this 


- 


% Duty.” -. 

WrtrEuPor a large collection was made; and a. 
very encouraging ſubſcription, What they collected 
was divided, by the Deacons; and delivered to the 
Paſtor and Teacher ;- who owned the love of the 
church, and others not yet members, in what was done. 
Theophilus: Beautiful altogether! Love to Chriſt, - 
and his kingdom, put them upon their duty; and 
the ſame love put the people upon theirs; and it 
was an odour of a ſabect ſanell; a ſacrifice acceptable 
and qell-plea/in * to God. (I) Even ſo hath the Lord 
ordai ned. ( m) Now, dear Hpenetus, let us hear what 


ſteps they further took, to Trangia. and W. . 


the Redeemer's intereſt? 

Epenetus. Their love to, and care for, the chits. 
arten of the church was very great, on whom they* 
looked as ſtanding in a Hicial relation to them :- 

* H - And 
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And therefore looked upon themſelves under a /pecial | 
obligation to take care of their education. . There- 
fore they reſolved upon a Chriftian Sthoot, with all 
the ways and means needful to ſupport it, to the 
otmoſt of their ability. 
 Chriftophilus. Bravely done! but where could they 
And Maſters ? 

Epenetur. God is never at a Toſs how to proſper 
the good purpoſes he puts into the” hearts of his 
people. You remember I told you of one Edgar,. 
converted by grace at an Inn, when Dewi and Yefar- 
were returging from Hy/+ydle. This young man, 
as you were then informed, underſtood” the Roman 
tongue well; and by reaſon of advantages he enjoyed, 
was a conſiderable proficient in the Greek language: 
While he was in the Roman army, God was pre- 
| Paring him for uſefulneſs in a Chrifian Church, As 
don as ever he had ſettled” at Caerludd, next to 
religion, Books and learning ſeemed” to be the bu- 
fineſs of his life; nor did his kind benefa#fors ſpare” 
any coſts in procuring, kim all the Helps he could. 
deſire. This young man, being eminently religious,, 
ſound” in the faith, and a very improving ſcholar, 
they, fixed upon as'a maſter. His brother Cradog, 
and Ane, who had wonderfully improved in-writing, 
and in ſeveral parts of the mathrmaticts, they fixed 
upon as proper aſſiſtants, being alſo" very godly. 

_ _ Clriſftophilus. The wonders of divine providence are 
ſuch, that 2 believing adoration ĩ is always our duty, and 
diſtruſt our ſin and ſhame. But how did they proceed? 

Eferetur. They appointed a ſolemn day of faſting 
and prayer, earneſtly to deſire the bleſfing of heaven 
upon vel "AY begging their el Tnjghe ſerve 
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the Lord, and be accounted to him for a generation. 
When prayer was over, 7zfan ſpoke to the church 
as follows: 

Tefan. Brethren, It is the will of our heavenly 
Father, that we ſhould uſe all the means he puts 
« into our power, to bring up our children in the 
«© knowledge and fear of the Lord. Our aſcended 
«© Redeemer, who giveth gifts unto men, hath been 

«c, pleaſed to qualify ſome among us to be teachers 
« of children and youth,“ Not to uſe ſuch gifts 
«« is to deſpiſe the bounty of our heavenly Benefactor. 
« We are apprehenſive that ſuch a perſon might be. 
„% very uſeful among us; and we have reaſon to be- 
« lieve, upon proof and experience, that our brother 
«« Edgar is, in a very encouraging meaſure, qualified, 
«« for ſuch a ſervice; beſides his capacity for teaching 
«*« the languages: Wherefore, if you do, as a church 
* of Chriſt, call our brother Edgar to the office of, 
« a Catechift,-and- teacher of the principles of reli- 
46 gion, occaſionally in the church, and more ſtatedly 
in the ſchool, ſignify it by lifting up your hands: 
— Which they unanimouſly did. 

. Yefan.. ** You-ſee, brother Edgar, the place God 
„ has given you in the eſteem and affeftions of the- 
„ church. We are for committing to your care, 
«« under God, the deareſt and moſt valuable treaſure- 
« we have upon earth, our dear children. 
to be catechized and taught by you, in the prin- 
„ ciples of dur moſt holy faith. Are you willing; 
_ © to. undertake this work, which we hope will be- 
„ veryugſeful? Your anſwer is defired. 

Edgar. Þ am ,vety. inſufficient in all reſpects; 
* but I hope, through grace, I am the Lord's ſer- 
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«, vant; and am willing according to the utmoſt of 
% my capacity, to ſerve the church and the children 
* thereof, if ſet apart thereunto. — But I beg your 

« prayers, for L am a child,” 

Yefam. * Brethren, if you do, as a church of 
% Chriſt, ordain and ſet apart our beloved Edgar 
to the office of a teacher and Catechiſt, promiſing 
all due encouragement and regard to him in the 
Lord,. — ſigniſy it by lifting up your hands: 
Which they did as brfors. 

Tarn Dewi prayed,. that the God of all grace” 
would graciouſly bleſs this defign; yea; that it might” 
be filled with bleſſings to poſterity ; — that God 
would greatly. ſtrengthen his ſervant” for the work to 
which he was ſet. apart; — that others, deſigned for 
his- afiſtance, though not called- into office, might 
be bleſſed and made very uſeful; —and- that God- 
would make that Chriſtian School, a- ſeminary of 
learning and eminent piety. — Then was ſung the 
127th P/alm,. and the day concluded with a large 
fubſcription for the laudable deſign, in which Dews- 
and Nan gave a. generous example. | 
Theophilus. For chriſtian ſchools: of learning, 1 
would always have a betoming value: In ſubordi- 
nation to the grace of God they are exceeding uſe- 
ful. The Jews church had its ſchools of learning, 
out of which, generally, the Lord called forth his 
prophets. Without learning, the ſcriptures could not 
have been marſiated; nor many; words and phraſes; 
vaſily comprehenſive E. emphatical in the origina# 
languages, be diſcovered and improved. Perſons. whos 
deſpiſe it, know e Wy pro: 3h 

ay ae 
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Chriftophitus, We have great reaſon to ba thank. 
ful to the Father of lights, from whom cometh every- 
good and perfect gift, for. putting it into the hearts 
of ſo many of the godly, in and about the capital 
city of Britain, even in our days, to form themſelves 
into a Society for the advancement of learning in the 
churches. A generofity- worthy of men and chriſtians ;. 
and a deſig truly laudable and religious! I hope 
this will prove an eminent bleſſing to the churches 
of Chriſt; and their contributions will be a Hui 
that will turn to- their account(n) in this world and 
in that to come. They honour God with their ſub-- 
ſtance, and God will honour them. They defire to 
ſee the churches filled with 'god/y- and larned mi- 
niſters, and I bope that defire of the righteous ſhall 


| be granted, May all encouragement attend them !* 


But how did they go on at Caerludd And how 
did Edgar enter upon his work? 

Epenetus: Why, truly, under much fear; and ſenſe 
of inability :: He thought his ſtrength unequal to 
the work; yet he was encouraged by that glorious? 
promiſe, — ** My grace is ſufficient- for thee; for 
„ my. ftrength is mn perfect in weakneſa (o 
He deſired the Elders of the church to come and: 
open the ſchool with prayer; that there might be- 

+ ſanQtified entrance on the great deſign; which they 
did with great affection and enlargement: And when- 


„ had done, tligy ſaid unto him, — Go in the 


% frength of the Lord God, and make mention of 
his righteouſarſs, even of his only.” Thie en- 
couraged him; — but the preſence of the Lord upon 
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his ſoul, and eminent ſucceſs in his work, quickly 


encouraged him more; for in a little time 9%, 55% | 


did ſo flouriſh, - and early piety ſo ſhine in the ſchool, - 
that the church thought it their duty to ſet apart 
a- day of thankſgiving on that account, and with 
great ſolemnity and joy it was kept. 

- Neophytus. If I miſtake not, Edgar bore a double: 
capacity, that of a /choolmaſter, and that of-a Cate- 


ci: Did his ordination comprehend both, or only the 


latter? | 
. Philalethes. Only the latter to be ſure; — religion 
was the foundation of the defign; and languages, 
&c. were in ſubordination to Chriftianity. * 


. Neophytus. But, whatever proficiency his riper” 


ſcholars might make in learning, I find he could: 
not aſſiſt them farther than the Greek language, the 
 oniginal of the new teſtament. It was a pity that 
ſuck a chriſtian ſchool ſhould be fo deficient. 

» Bpenetus. But this defect was quickly made up: 
I. told you of the converſon of '-Fonathan Ben-Iſracl, 
the Jew ; and no- muſt tell you that he proved 


of vaſt uſe to the church and ſchool. He had two 


or three bibles by him; — underſtood the Hebrew ' 


tongue well, and had fome acquaintance: with the: 


Ghaldee, Dewi and Teſus could not reſt but they 
muſt learn, and ſo took him to their houſes every 


other week. And do you think that Edgar, alſo, - 


having ſuch an opportunity, would not improve it? 
He did, and to a brave purpoſe. —And"after ſome 
time — as ſeveral converted young men wiſhed to be 
acquainted with the Hebrew: language, and becauſe 


the work was heavy upon Edgar alone — Jonathan = 


* Was NOI (exc ule the expreſſion) to 
» &F Ha- 


a 
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4 Hebrew Profeſſorſhip, in the firſt, and in that 2 
a Chriſtian School in Caerludd. 

Neophytus. I wiſh F could be favoured- with 1 
account of the rules of that ſchool? 

Epenetus. . You may depend upon it, that the me- 
thods of education are ſince then much improved. 
J ſhall only obſerve, that Religion was the chief de- 
ſign of the ſchool ; — that they diligently attended 
to the method they thought beſt ;— that they kept 
ſtrictly to their hours, and always begun and con- 
cluded the day with ſolemn prayer to God. 

- Theophilus; As you have already ſaid, that this 
ſchool eminently anſwered its primary intention, ſo- 
T doubt not but God brought out of it many emi- 
- nent. ſervants of his, ſucceſsfully to plead his cauſe;- 
- and publiſh his goſpel.— Pray what other methods: 
did the church take to eſtabliſh and enlarge itſelf ? 

. +» Epenetus. The church, as it then diſperſedly ſtood, - 
was diſpoſed of into ſeveral it, and they judged: 
it expedient, that every diviſion ſhould have a pri- 
vate meeting three evenings in a week: And, leſt” 
they ſhoult be cloyed with their frequency, it was 
agreed, that the in ſhoufd be, on the meaning of 
ſome portion of ſcripture; the /ecomd, on ſome head 
of divinity ; and the ird, on chriſtian experience. 
— In thoſe meetings one perſon was choſen monthly 
as prefident ; and a ſuitable perſon for a /eribe, The” 


minutes of * meetings were to be brought to a 


general m meeting, where ſometimes the Pa 
tor, and ſomeſhnes the Teacher, preſided; and what 
ever was thought very pertinent and uſeful, was 
then entered and kept; what ſeemed N and fri- 

volous, 
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volous, was laid aſide; what appeared unſound, mark» 


ed and oppoſed. - 
Neojhyus. But our meetings here at Pale are 
not ordered thus: Pray, what rule had they, for 


- Whatafthey did? 


Epenetus. The ſame with us: To do all to edi- 
fication, — to build up themſelves in their molt holy 
faith, — to exhort one another ' daily, — to ſpeale 
often one to another — and to ſee that the evord” 
of Chrift dwelt in them-richly-in all. auiſdam. | 

Neophytus. Now you are ſpeaking of the-uſe they 
were to make of Chriſt's word, 4 am- thinking: how 

ee Why truly that was a great difficulty :* 
— But their diligence will ſorely condemn the indo- 


lence and /oth of a Profeſſing generation, Who vainly 


trifle away their time, in à land of Bibles, — 1 


told you of Cradeg and Au, the under maſters 


in the ſchool, and of their rent in writing; 
they alſo. quickly tapghs, others: Beſides, many, 


that were added. to the” church, could write well 


before they. were converted, and now- here was full- 
loy for them all. | Seme would tranſcribe one 


ep 
part of the bible, and. ſome another; — and many 


2 poor heart thought himſelf happy if he could- 


borrow one of the goſpeldg- or epiſtles, to work- at it 
night and/ day, for another waned it. Thus, after 


ſome years, they were pretty well ſtered. Thoſe 


who improved: well in-Ke languages, ier Eagar, 
| ſpent ſome time in tra 
ſome would venture upon the Sefruagint. They alſo 


ing Greek nts, and 


procured- from abroad all the copies they could. Ag” 


for Jonathan * much of his lime was taken 


up 


- 
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up in tranſcribing the law and the prophets: And 
Dewi and Yefanm, having attained! great acquaintance 
with the Hebrew, ſtrictly examined and compared 
the copies. * 
Thophilus, I am inclined to think, that their 
meetings of eonference were of great uſe to them. 
Epenetrus, Of very great uſe indeed! They were 


 theniſelves religiou/y employed, and many of their 
children and acquaintance,. who: ſometimes: deſired to 


be preſent, were converted there. Beſides, it was 
of ſingular advantage to their Biſhops, who; as I 


faid' before, examined monthly the minutes of thoſe ; 


meetings, From thence they could. judge of the 
fate of the flock, how they improved in knowledge 
and faith, — what temptations attended; them. 
and what ſupports they had under trials; and even 
they themſelves were often refreſhed. | 
Neophytue. How glad ſhould I be to ſee fome of 
the minutes of thoſe meetings— the: method they 
uſed in explaining portions of /erigture, or treating 
x head of divinity, or declaring their experiences; — 
but, perhaps, on e e 
of each, 
Epenerus, The fg of ny dy will not admit 
of particulars: I muſt only obſerve, — That, in the 
Fi, they carefully is the Cope of the con- 
text, the phraſes and words of the text, what light 
other ſcriptures might caſt thereupon, what ob/erva- 
tions offered themſelves, and always drew practical 
inferences : In the ſreond, they always kept cloſe to 
the analogy of faith; Cdn in the third, to ſia- 
cerity and truth. | 
» . Chriftophilus.. 


— 
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* Chriftophilus. Great was their glory, and my ſoul 
loves to hear of them. But, being now very nume- 
your, pray, what methods did they take to maintain 
the beauty of order? 

+ #penetus, The ruling Elders deſired there winks 
be more choſen: And accordingly iwo more were 
added to them, whoſe names were Gryffydd. and Add- 
Fuyn, and ordained in the ſame manner as they were. 


« Theophilus, But, ſeeing their ſucceſs. was great, 


ſurely they wanted not - only more Elders, but more 
Hlaces of worſhip ;. for a cronded audience muſt be 
very uncomfortable, eſpecially to weak conſtitutions :- 
Pray, how did they do? 

. " Epenetus. Truly the ancient Britons were not per- 
fone of ſuch weak conſtitutions — troubled with Hips 
and vapours; — they knew but little of the unhap- 
pineſs of thoſe Who live only to eat and drink: 
Their diet was plain and wholeſome, and them- 
ſelves were given to induſtry and exerciſe.. However, 
to be always crouded muſt be very inconvenient to 
the ſtrongeit; therefore the Elders agreed to pro- 
poſe, in a full church meeting, what appeared to 


them moſt convenient for the glory of Chriſt and the. 


comfort of the people: And, the day being come, 
after prayers, Dewi the Paſtor {pak to the church 
as follows: 

Dei. © Brethren';. in wes) regions of the ſhadow- 
«« of death, light hath ſprung up; and we who were 
« ſometimes-darkneſs, are now light in the Lord! 
% Where it was ſaid, Ye are not my people, it is 
« now ſaid, Ve are the Sons of the living God. 
« This amazing grace we can never ſufficiently, ad- 


* 


« mire and. adore, And this was yet a ſmall thing 


** 


* 


— * * 9 
* 


n 


* 


* 


e 
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in the fight of the Lord God; he hath multiplied 
« us, and we are not few; he hath glorified us, and 
« we are not ſmall; and our children are as afore- 
time, ne through grace, make haſte. God hath 
* been pleaſed not only to give us his word, his ſta- 
* tutes and ordinances, but hath greatly bleſſed the 
4% ſame, for the enlargement of his kingdom. He 
4% hath multiplied us with holy men, as a flock; 
« and in our thronged aſſemblies they ſeem to ſay 
© to us, Give place to us that we may dwell. We 
% have, upon prayer, and mature deliberation; 


thought, that we ſhould now divide ourſelves into 


« ſeveral diftinZ churches; yet, abiding in fervent 
love, and chriſtian communion; and have thought 
«« this might greatly tend to our edification, the 
<< ſpreading and ſtrengthening the intereſt of our 
« dear Redeemer. Thus your Elders, retaining the 
« deareſt affection to you all, have judged; 
4 our thoughts are laid before you.” "fa, 

Chriftophilus. Poor hearts! how did they receive it? 

 Epenetus. Univerſal filence filled the afſembly for 
fome time; they hung down the head, and wept ;: 
and the Elders themſelves could not refrain. At 
laſt, one of the members, whoſe name was Serchol, . 


- Rood up; and ſubmiſfively ſaid, Will our honour- 


© able Elders give me leave to ſpeak a few words?” 


Leave being granted, he ſpoke as follows: 
Serchol. ** Our very dear and much honoured 


.*©< Elders, I believe we are all under a great ſur- 


prize: Under your miniſtry we were born, and 
* 2 fed and gheriſhed ; with ſubmiſſion be it 

* ſpoken, to us owe love and care, and to you 
<. we owe love "and duty.-. We have. given up our- 
as « ſelves: 
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ſelves: to God, and to! each other according to 
* his will, and therefore a related to) each other 
* in the moſt, ſacred. bonds. — What you have pro- 
«© poſed. muſt: parate us, at leaſt many of us, from 
«© yow our Overſeers. in the Lord, and from one 
another. Many of us have, with joy, paſſed under 
the frowns of parents and friends for the ſake 
«© of Chriſt:— Vea, wo were made willing to ſuffer the 
« loſs of all things foro his ſake; and that of com- 
7 munion with- one another. And muſt we now be 
<< ſeparated from our dear &rethren — and our ſpi- 
& ritual fathers;, who brealt to us the bread: of life ?'* 
And with that he: lift up his voice and wept: —— 
And the whole church (without being aſked) /if: ug 
their hands to what he ſaid, under many tears. ' 
 » Chriftopthilus. NOI nk the Elders _ 
to ſtand this? | 

 Spenatus.. Why: truly, ſtand it u could not: 
Only with many tears they teſtified their dearidove 
to the whole church, and: diſmiſſed the aflembly ;. 
and there was nothing but ſobbing,.. ſighing, and 
tokens- of grief vpon them all. 

- Theophilus: How) love diſcovers iſe! © 

' Epencturs It is impoſſible to expreſs thee love and? 
aſfections of that day. Some could not ſpeak a 
word,, but only gave their Elders — ſuch a. /ook, as” 
ſignified. a thouſand things: Same, weeping, were 
ready to fall at their feet . — others haſtened to their 


dcn houſes, to. pour ont their-ſauls. before. God. 


Neophytus. . 000m the: Eidors: never moved it ay 


more. Mer e thei 


n W kurey- of 
paſſions: was over, the Blders. met again, and mourned 
8 | over 


8 


rn 
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Ae 
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of 
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ver- 
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over their imprudent manner of propaſing what they 


ſtill gudged neceſſary: They defired the divine 


direction, and then called the church to a ſo- 
lemn day of faſling and prayer, aſſuring them that, 
in the firength of the Lord, they would ſtand by 
them, and the intoreſt of Ohriſt, till death. -- 
1 Wunin-the Hay camny ola, the n _ 
as / 1 
% Dearly belowtd brethren, ü 
„Nous love, and our duty, we * above liſe. 
* We plainly fee, that you are taught of God to 
% love one another, and we thankfully own, that your 
, love to us abounds, We haue ſeen, through grace, 
„the increaſe of Chriſt's kingdom; and it is upon 
our hearts to ſee it increaſe more and more. For 


+ <© this purpoſe, ſeeing our aſſemblies are large and 


4% numerons, we have thought it expedient, that 
upon three Lord's days in a month, we ſhould ſet 
6 up g worſhipping aſſemblies, among our friends 
«« in ſome diſtant parts of the town. You ſee that 
„ God hath blefſcd us with ſome [gifted teaching 
© brethren; — they ſhall take their turns in thoſe 

* aſſemblies, and brother Deaui and myſelf will take 
% our's,— Every month ſhall be ſtill our church 
„% meeting, for worſhip and diſcipline as uſual, and 
"<< the following Lord's day ſor che breaking of bread, 


% when there ſhiall be no meeting in the. foremen- 


« tioned places. This method, as it preſerves the 


% church intirely ane, will tend, we bumbly . 


4 to ſpread the intereſt; and give a preciaus 0 
% portunity d gur teaching brethren, to work 
« the Lori hen, obſerving a ſerenity and * 
a 4 countenances, he ſaid, If = 
69 0 


. 


2 
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* do, as a church of Chriſt, fix upon and appoint 


% this order, ſignify it by lifting up your hands: 


Which they unanimouſly did. — Then they chearfully 
ſung the 87th P/alm and concluded. 

 Neophytus. Well, this was a bleſſed turn; — but 
who were thoſe teaching brethren? -- 
- Fpenetus. Edgar, his brother Cradog, and Alfred. 
Theſe were very godly and gifted. And moreover, 


by that time, ſome other godly young men were 


brought up in the ſchool, to ſome degree of emi- 
nency, and appeared as yore of righteouſneſs a thre 
Lord's planting. 

- Theophilus, When thing» were put into this poſture, 
pray, what progreſs was made? 

© FEpenetus. They quickly prepared two places of 
worſhip: The firſt was opened by Deal, and the 


other by Yefan: Each had a large audience, and 


both were bleſſed with fucceſs, in the converſion of 


many heathen pgrſons, whoſe curigſty led them thi- 


ther. — 80 did Ged bear teſtimony to the word of 
his grace. ö e 
Chriſtophilur. Though they went forth upon this 
deſign, at firſt, with weeping; yet they bore pre- 
<cious ſeed, and are quickly made to rejoice, bring- 


ing their ſheaves with them: But I ſuppoſe God 


Had a very great harveſt before him 3 how did they 


proceed ? 


Epenetus, They all took their aries; — the teach- 


ing brethren, —the Paſtor, —and the teaching Elder; 


and the Lord was pleaſed to ſmile greatly upon 


their labours, and many were added unto them daily. 


Neophytus. Then, doubtleſs, . the Elders quickly 
moved again for them to become diſtin churches. 
N * Epenetus. 


Dial. 4. 


— They made no great haſte for that: 
They ſaw all things working that way, and they 
gladly let them take their courſe. — The young 
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preachers were received, more and more, into the 


affections and eſteem of the godly. Their. ſermons 
were ſound and affectionate, their converſation ſpi- 
ritual, ſavoury and edifying, and their viſits uſeful, 


| — Beſides, God bleſſed their miniſtry for the con- 


verfron of many, by whom they were highly valued 
as fathers in Chriſt. After ſome time, they had a 
conſultation, in one of thoſe new meetings, about 
becoming à ſeparate church. 

Neophyrus. Their Elders having long before pro- 
poſed it, the buſineſs did not n long conſul- 


0 tation. . 


Epenetus. You are miſtaken ; they were afraid fo 
much as to mention it, leſt the church and Elders 


| ſhould queſtion their love and duty. 


Neophytus, How did they get over this? 
Epenetus, The Elders, who partly knew their in- 
clination, deſired a brother Elder to put himſelf in 
ſuch a way, as was moſt likely to draw it out of 
them; which he did. But, on fignifying their wiſhes, 
they intreated it might not be looked upon as 
proceeding from the leaſt indifference” of affection or 
eſteem; but, that it was upon their hearts to attempt 
the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom; till 
ſhewing the greateſt deference to the church and 
Elders, — He adviſed them to ſignify their deſire to 
the church in a letter, which, if the Elders appro- 
ved of it, might be publickly read in a church 
aflembly. e they wrote as follows: 
W 


— 
- 
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|. +44 dle belowed church of Chrift, aubereef aue, 
ce euhoſe names are underauritten, are members; 
| % and to our muck honoured Elders, u, have 


** takes the care of ws in the Lord: 


— —— —ᷣ„—-— 6ͤ———— 
= 


©” re Gra „ 


a 
_ —_— 


cc HoxovareD AND BELOVED, 


«© WE hope we ſhall always adore the God of 
ce all grace, who hath given us a name within his 
ee hou; and that we ſhall never give you the 
e leaſt occaſion to doubt of our deaxeſt love and 
4 tendereſt regard. Of your fervent love to us, we 
* have always had the moſt convincing tokens. — 
% Some time ago (à time we can never forget! )- 
ee gur honoured Elders moved, that the church di- 
<< vide itſelf into ſeveral diſtinct churches, for the 
<< enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom. Having 
* then not duly weighed the wiſdom and import- 
d ance of that motion, we oppoſed it. But ſince 
« then wWe have ſeen great reaſon to conclude, that 
te the deſign muſt be of God; though the time of 
<< jts execution was not then fully ripe. We, whoſe 
Le names are underyritten, with due ſubmiſſion, hum- 
ce bly think, that we ſhould engage as a particular 

*. church, to rengthen and enlarge the intereſt of 
** ogr Lord and Saviour: And it is our humble 
« defire, if you think fit, that you would diſmiſs 
40 us for, and aſſiſt us in the work, ſo much laid upon 


* 
* e Your wery affectionate brethren, Nc. 


|  Fpenetus. The Elders approved of this letter, and 
the very firſt opportunity, in a full church meeting, 
it was read.: And, though there were many tears 
about it, (they at; affectionately deſirous of each 
| *  Other's 


* 


— — 233 —„%70b.i . . — ˙ 
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other's communion) yet the church judged it expe- 
dient to comply with their deſire: And, upon this, 


Yefan read the following diſmiſſion: 

% WE, the church of Chriſt at Cazrludd, having, 
«© under the precious ſmiles of heaven, met with 
% ſucceſs in the Lord, muſt fay, that he hath made 
4% our cup to run over; and having received à re- 
% queſt from our dear brethren and ſiſters, — naming 
« fem — that we would diſmiſs them as a ſeparate 
% church; — having alſo conſidered the reaſonable- 
« neſs of ſuch a requeſt, we now give them up 
« to. the Lord, as holy and beloved, and to each 
«« other according to his will: Hereby declaring, 
«© that wheneyer they agree to walk together, as 
« a church of Chriſt, in the faith and order of 
* the goſpel, their church memberſhip here ceaſes, 
« and they are become our fiſter church, for whom 
« we ſhall ever wiſh true peace and proſperity.” ? 

Yefan. If you do, as a church of Chrift, ac- 


knowledge this diſmiſſion as your act, ſignify it by 


lifring up your hands: —— Which they unanimouſly 
did; though with many tears. It was im- 
mediately ſigned by the Elders and many of the 
Brethren. 

| Epenetus, In a very little time the other branch 
followed their "example, and were diſmiſſed in like 
manner; and ſolemnly entered into covepant, as ſe- 
parate churches. And to make their ſolemnities yet 
more ſolemn, they ſent for meſſengers from Hy/rydle , 
who, when they came, rejoiced, greatly to ſee the 
increaſe, and helped them much in the Lord. 
2 alſo GENE: __ their Paſtors, Teachers, Ruling 

* I Elders 
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Blaers and Deacons, whoſe ordination was in the ame 
manner, with that of thoſe already mentioned. 

Ghriftophilus. It may indeed be ſaid of them, that. 
God did comfort them as one is comforted of his 
mother; — and that he made them to rejoice: with 
great joy —'the-joy of God's nation, which ſtrangers 
intermeddle not with. — Bat, as zmperfed, and being 
as yet in the world, they doubtleſs had _ 6: jog 
and afflitions alſo, - 

- Epenetus.. Trials they had, and bobvy ones. too; 
but they endeavoured: to obſerve the laws of their 
deareſt Lord- therein, and io far enjoyed. OY 
under them 

- Philalethes. I hope, Avena, at anocker oppor.” | 
tunity, you will favour us with the account thereof, 
At preſent time fails us: — May all new-covenant - 

{| bleſſings: attend us, and all the Iſrael of God !. 
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REIT Elder wiſe, "oe 5 in. the. wel. 
ſet apart for receiving chriftian viſti. One day in 
+ The veel ſpent in wiſtting the church members, auhere 


« they.) thayght mot needful. Their manner of receiving. 


: thoſe uin. A. brigſ account f tie work of ont: of 


- tha days ar thei Paſtor's houſe. | An account bf the. 
- Teacher's door r fack a day. An account of the 


Paſtor's: wifits to ſeveral members, in Various cir» 


. * account if 1a TY dos: | 


— 7 I: 7 Th. "yi l . 


'Txorntpve. 


THAT admirable beauty there js in e 
What. variety. in the worlds above us! how 


axe the, heavens: iretched forth bow is the . 


rous ſpace garniſhed with lights of different mag 


nitude! how are the clouds ſupported, and 3 4 


weight for the wind} how doe our God make ſmall 


the drops of rain, and order us the great rain of 


his ſtrength. Sometimes the God of glory thunder- 


eth, and his. voice upon many waters ; divideth. ths y 
flames of fire! And in all this yariety, what ex- 


quiſite, beauty | 


" Chrifaphilss. And I may fax, what variety in 6 
terraqueous globe, wherein we dwell! The great waters 


and the dry land, how amazing and delightful! The 
c 


„ 
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mountains and the plains, in endleſs variety, how 
entertaining! The monſters of the deep, with creep- 
ing things innumerable, from the mightieſt animal 
to the meaneſt inſect, give pleaſure to a contem- 
plative mind, —— which is ſtill heightened by the 
variety obſerved. And ig ſay no more, . Potheina's 
green, Potheina's groves, — not to mention Potheina's 
Gardens, — afford ſuch beautiful variety, as may ad- 
. miniſter perpetual pleaſure, and profitable inftrution. 

Plilalethes. I beg leave to add, that the ſame, 
beautiful variety may be ſeen in the diſpenſations 
of Providence, governing the world: — If we view the 
riſe, the reign, and the ruin of Empires, — domeſ- 
tick revolutions, — the different cireumſtances of the 
children of men, from the moſt potent prince to the 
pooreſt beggar — from tender infancy, to aged labour 
| and ſorrow, (p) — we ſhall be ſurrounded with a- 
mazing wonders.— But, what renders the whole 
more wonderful, it is poſſible for perſans under wide- 
ly differing clreamifances; to be equally happy. 14 
how beautiful will providence appear at laſt, 
for ought 1 know; - We ſhall be enabled to 3 a 
view of the whole moe, filled with nothing but 
harmony and conſent !/ - 

Epenctuts. If uniform variety n beauty, it 
may be ſeen in a —_ of Chrift in this world. 
Fathers, young men, «nd children, —— publick and- 
private worſhip, — praiſes and prapets — rejoicing and 
mourning, — reproving, exhorting, and forbearing one 
another in love, — diverſities of gifts, and differ- 
ences of adminiſtrations, — officers and members, — 

TCT and be 
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all ſtanding in need of one another, acting in ſub- 
ſerviency to the glory of Chriſt, and each other's 


happineſs, _ , 


Theophilur, At the cloſe of our laſt conference, 


we heard of comfort and trials which attended the 


church at Caerludd. If our beloved Epenetus would 
give us particular inſtances of the. ſeveral officers in 


the church, diſcharging their duty towards families 


and individuals, it would, if I miſtake not, happily 
exemplify Social Religion, in that beautiful and in- 


ſtructive variety we have been admiring, 


Epenetur, I did deſign ſomething of that; — but 


J am obliged to you for the hint. — I would have 
you then obſerve, that one fixed day in the week 
the preaching Elders always kept at home (unleſs 
ſomething very urgent happened) to receive the chriſ- 


tian viſits of any of the church members, who had 


2 iy Sac to ſpeak with them: And ene day in the 
. week they ſpent in viſiting: the church members, where * 
- they thought. moſt needful, © _ 2 


Chriftophilus. Pray, Epenetus, give us ſome account 


of the former: Why was it fixed, and how was it- | 
ordinarily ſpeat ? 


Epenetus, It was fixed, that any of the members 


chat wanted to ſpeak with either Pafter or Tracker, 
might know when and where to have open acceſs to 


either of them, — It was ſpent thus: — Family du- 
ties being over, at tex o'clock there was an open 
door LF any perſon under ſoul-concern, Afﬀeer a 


_ ſuitable prayer, queſtions and caſes were ſtated and 
- confidered, till near three © clock” in the afternoon ; 


— When the whole was concluded with' prayer for a 


"blelfing on what they had been concerned in; — par- 


13 : __ _ ticulay 


4 
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ticular caſes were prayed over; with" thankfyivings 
to the great Shepherd of 7/at7. © Then "the\pboyr who 
were preſent, were always welcome to à plain re- 
 Frefhment with "theit Paſtor or Teacher, Which the 
church conſidered and provided for, that their ** 
pitality might not be hüftful. 
" Neplytas. Pray, Epenittus, give us an inſtance. 
Eptnetis. You muſt obſerve then, that one day, 
at tie uſual hour, ſeveral being come to Dees houſe, 
he= having in a very affectionate männer prayed Lor 
freedom to expreſb in the fear of God what was on 
| "hell minds, uddreſſed them as follows: © 
* Deco. My dear brethren aßd ffſlers in the Lord: 
What: 4 mercy it is, that we are feckers of another 
-counitry,” that is, an heavenly one? And though we 
| have here no continuing city, yet God is not aſhamed 
to be called our God, becauſe he hath prepared for 
us & We are through grace Upon the road 
+06'it, a being ftrangers and Hjourners, 4s all our 
fathers were, muſt expect a variety of, circumſtances 
by the way — darknétg, crooked things, and rough 
Hiaces; = but you Tow who has PRs make 
_* darkneſs gh, crooked. things frog, and "rough 
| places” plain. (q 9—1 defire now you would be 27 
8 Aud belt we kow de e ni, our. 
Eious guide 3 and com „ deal with ry SY fol. 
\. "A BnorTuxen, ot Xie: was Cr 
dear Paſtor, I have for ſome time deen under 22 
' couragement of foot. It is fajd in the word, Tae 
| ahi we. or pet + . of el. e 
. in bis courts 1 Fa had = 
| dt 
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times and enjoyments with the paſt, I cannot ſee that - 
1 grow at all, It is written, They that dwell under 
tis ſhadow Hö return, they ſhall revive as the corn, 
and grow as the wine; (s) but I ſeem to make no 
progreſs in religion; and this conſideration, night 
and day, draws a cloud over all my comforts. 

Dewi. My dear brother, to grow in grace; and 
in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, is a wi = 
mercy; and I muſt ſay 1 | 
are called to live by faith upon God's 5 
thouſands of diſcouragements from what you — may 
fly in your face. True growth in grace can be found 
out only in the light of faith, and faith looks only 
to Chriſt. We are too prone to build all our en- 
couragement on frames; and I ſometimes think this 
will ſtick by me as long as I live. — Dear brother, - 
the Lord increaſe your fairh., | 
Crepp. Ay, dear Sir, that is whin T h 
T ſee the increaſe of jt 

Dewi. But what if I ſhould tell you, that your 
Siowth appears to others, though not to yourſelf ? 
- Another day will diſcover, - that mourning under 
a ſenſe of backwardneſs is to go forward, and, that 
bemonning one's ſelf er 2-218 is grojing 
In grace,” 

Crefyddel. Pertays I might think ls of anctheds 
Dnickſets grow; — but I am like à % fiel ſet in 
ground.—I cannot tell y en though I 77 

with chat defign., 
Dei. dus ef ue prociiidy/ po6--ajearioved tom. 
that we ſhould grow as the vine. ef ere 


LY... 


6% Hef. xiv. 27. 


* 
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ſerve a vine in winter? Have you not ſeen it late 
in the ſpring without a leaf, when many other 
trees are green and flouriſhing ? And muſt you, my 


dear brother, meet with no avinier? 


Crefyddol. What you ſay, my dear Paſtor, makes 
me hope there is life, But it has been a long win- 
ter with me. 8 

Dewi. It is God alone muſt determine the length 
and weight of our diſcouragements. — But how is 
it with you, as to the means of life and growth? 
All fin is like the worm at Jenal's gourd. 

| Creſydde!. God is pleaſed. to keep me back from 
preſumptuous fins, and to give me ſome degree af 
watehfulneſs againſt all appearance of evil. A looſe 
vain converſation is what my ſoul abhors: And as 
to reading, meditation, and prayer, I perform them 
in ſome poor meaſure ; but I want to abound there- 
in with delight. The publick inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
through his mercy, 1 forſake not, though I am very 
imperfe&t and finful in every thing. mee 


* 


Dewi. And, pray, what thoughts have you, from 
day to day, of the Perſon, _ . and dal- 
Wenden of Chriſt ??? 


Ce. I wiſh F could find 3 to him. 
— That is my afflictĩion, — when I plainly fee, that 


4 i altogether lovely and worthy of my ſtrongeſt 


aſfections, and the moſt ardent love, and I ſo ſin- 
Aully indifferent and unconcegned about it. 


l 
any thing of the chriſtian religion, you are now 


8 pe 1 the. kind influences of heaven, growing up into 
Chriſt. To grow in grace is to become a little child ; 
4 nen Chriſt, and ſo become 


dong 


— 


* 
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ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus ; ; and what- 
ever our fruit he, to bring it forth i in Chriſt, having 
no confidence in the fleſh. Be not caſt down; God 
hath dealt bountifully with you. It is wonderful 
grace, that you and I are not left to be utterly un- 
concerned about godlineſs and growth. — Abound 
in prayer, abound: in praiſes; you have abundant 
reaſon. for both. The more thankful you are, the 
more reaſon ſtill you will find for” thankfulneſs. 

_  .Crefyadel... I return you thanks, dear Sir, for your 
kind advice.., I ſhall no longer hinder others; but 
muſt humbly: beg your prayers. 

Neophytus. Well, I ſee, by this account, it is 
poſſible a perſon may grow in grace and not know 
it; —grow in grace and decay in gifts, For it is 
growing little in one's own fight n ſelf leſs; 
| leaning on ſelf leſs, — - and ſo growing out of ſelf 
into Chriſt. 

Ebercrat. While Dewi was reaſoning with Creſydd: 
ol, a fitter preſent, whoſe name was Tyner, ſeemed 
by ber countenance, and her many tears, to be un- 
der ſome more than common depreflion of ſpirit: 
Come, Siſter. Tyzer, ſaid Dewi, how is it in your 
ſoul? Woman, why aweepeft thou? 

Tyner. Ah, my dear Paſtor, I could almoſt au- 
tow as ſhe did; — ** They have taken away my 
„Lord, and I know not where to find him.“ 
| hall. lay? My fins have fepatated between me and 
bim. If there be ſuch a thing as falling from grace, 
I am afraid that is wy caſe. The brother that ſpoke, 
- complained. for want of growth; but 1 think I am 
A Heretofore, I had freedom before God in 
| 3 no ſooner did 9 W 
| $ 


178 Sette! Rigid dur Hryr bl Olaf. 4 
Bis Rettt wis open to nie: F was zdmftted, as it 
were, into the boſon: of my hedvenly father, while 
1 was Aar dom into petiiteritial joy; but now I 
am like a child (if indeed F am one) mut out of 
doors. — At the Lord's fupper I uſed to be enter 
tained with' the children's bread ; but of late have 
been temptect to forfäke the table, and cbme to it 
ne note. In Hiring the word F aloe, 

am like Gidhin's fete. As for my daily Wbußhez, 
they are bärren, confuſed, füllen and uncomfortable. 
She bröke of abruptly, with many tears, nor wis: 
there a dry * in all the 6 But after ſothe 
time faid enn 

Det. You thy your fins dire Erne Between: 
you and the Lord; we Have all in ſome meaſure: 
- Experienced, that iu W of K fepirating” natute; and 
I muſt fay it Would ſeparate” eterhalty, only the mer- 
ciſul and faithfal God will not ſuffer his people ſo 
to An, as that" it "Mold hive dothinion over dem. 
Bat bar g do you apprebend ir wär that led 
.You Inta; fach a difance from the Berry 1 

Din Through mercy 1 been always kept 
from what perſons calf groſs inmo?ahifics: But though 
Pegs have" nothing to eh me with, 


have a great deal to char, ele 4 . But the 
a, which was the forerunner of this dark fate, 

was a being 4 g. eamally Peaſe? with whit I efleemed 
Fpiritual enſoyments. T thöughr other perſons valued = 
me, and thefeupon I 6vetitutd" myfeff; und at thut 
very door my prefect calamity entered: Wirk that 
came jiadifference, L dfſtrüſt as to the things of this 
Ii e, und then of life aud falvativn; From theſe 


| | Wings 1 have been fe really to Conclade, that; I 
4 wat 
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was never put among the children: However, the 
Preſence of the Father of lights I have not, for I 
walk in darkneſs - that may be felt. 
Dewi. I ſympathize with you; for I think 1 am, 
as you ſaid, often like a child ſhut out of daors; 
E but your great relief lies in this, that you have 
2 Paſter in heaven that fellow-feels,' is able to ſuc- 
cour, and will not ſuffer you to be tempted. above 
What you are able; and though you may be like 
one ſhut up and walled in, he will make 4 way to 
eſcape. Truſt in his name, though you walk in 
darkneſs; among the children he hath fixed an 
dwell, I truſt, in the houſe for ever. 
Tyner, Dear Sir, I have tried to content myſelf 
with concluding all will be ſafe at laſt; but I can- 
not be ſo ſatisfied : There is ſomething which I want, 
day and night, and have not. I cannot help la- 
menting after the Lord; and-when I ſink; into a dry 
indifference, then I think myſelf a thouſand times 
worſe | than when in the duſt I maks the; nic bib 
ter lamentation. R 
Deu. You make me think of the b ee 
— her beloved, but found him not, — of Jos, 
Who ſought him on all hands, but could not find 
him; — of David, whoſe ſoul was caſt down within 
bim, — of Heman, who looked upon himſelf as free 
among the dead, — But all theſe were holy, beloved 
and ſafe.; and fo are you: And as one of them ſaid, 
1 When he hath taied me, 1 ſhall come forth as 
40 gold,” tt) ne nn but the 
droſo. 


* a 1 
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Dyer. Sir, I hope God will make me very will- 
ing to loſe that. Some of the inſtances you men- 
tioned I have thought of, with a may be I am a- 
among the children, and ſhall be there for ever: But, 
as I ſaid before, my preſent condition I am neither | 
willing nor able to bear. 

Dewi. God does not require any perſon to be 
willing to dwell at a diſtance from him. To be will 
ing to be without God, is a very great fin againſt 
him: But the beſt advice I can offer, while your 
great deliverance tarries, take as follows: 

\ Coxsipsr yourſelf as every way inſufficient, and 
exceeding finful. Conſider Chriſt as infinitely. great 
and good, — able to ſaue 10 the uttermeft. (u) Be- 
Zin at the door by which you fay your calamity 
„ and fet apart ſome ſolemn time to humble 
yourſelf under a- ſenſe of that pride, carnality and 
unbelief that ſeized your heart, and be very parti- 
cular therein before the Lord Then-look unto your 
Father's name, and try if you can read it. Fer in- 
ſtance Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7.) * Gracious and. merciful, 
* abundlant in geodneſt, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
Fgreſſos and fin.” Or, C Jer. xxiii.6.)** Jehovab our 

_ ** rightequſneſs,” Though: you walk in dirknefs 
and have no light, yet traſt in that am of the 
TLerd. (W) And if you are fo put to it as to queſ- 
tion the truth of all' che work puſſed upon your ſout;; 
— come as a periſking ſinner to Chritt; who ſays, 
Him that comer I will in no wi caſt ent; (x) a 
courſe my ſoul has aften found uſeful. Then keep 
Cloſe to the duties of prayer, reading and meditatiow; 

| and 
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and wait on the Lord ſtill in all his publick in- 
ſtitutions: And though oreping may endure * a 
night, | joy cometh in the morning. ()) _- 
* Tyner. Sir, I ſhall endeavour to take your render 
advice, but to wait upon the Lord at his table, in 
ſuch a frame as mine is at preſent, ſeems to be 
attended with many difhcalties.. * 
Dewi, If that ordinance were to be attended to, 
by miniſters and people, only when they are in good 
frames, how often, think you, would the churches 
in the world commemorate their Lord's death, ac- 
cording to his command! When the minifters ate 
in good and defizable frames, the people may not 
be ſo; when the people are in a good frame, it may 
be otherwiſe with the miniſters. Chriſt never con- 
fined his people's duty to their frames. All who 
caſt their ſalvation upon Chriſt, whatever be their 
frames, are bound in duty to commemorate their 
Lord's death; and one: cold, indifferent ſtep in this, 
e eee Therefore, wn, 
mo duty. 
Dir. I am glad doe 3 with my 
caſe; I know you are a tender ſervant of the com- 
paſſionate Redeemer. May my ſoul go on in the 
ſtrength of tho Lord, come wind, come weather! 
but Oh! may the ſun ſhine, may the * * if 
it be the Lord's will + | 
- Neophytus/ I am glad it was thus with ſome of 
the ſaints in times paſt, Though I have made no 


yoo en in the ys of een, yet 1 find 
| here 
(3) 2a xx, 5 


_ . CO —ᷣ— 
” 


e friends here, than any thing I have faid. But, 
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Bere ſome things 1 have been exerciſed with, and 


could mention to nobody, - but am now refreſhed. 


Epenetus. The next that ſpoke was one Los, now, 
at leaſt, = chear ful brother : Says he, to Dewi his 


1 Paſtor, Dear Sir, I have met, in my ſhort courſe 
. - of Chriſtianity, with a variety of circumſtances, 


frames and trials — fomietimes comforted, and fome- 
times dejefted << but I muſt fet up my Ebenezer, 
and ſay, hitherto I am helped. Laſt Lord's day, 


in your diſcourſe, you mentioned that text, Heb. 
. Vii. 24. But this man, becanſe he contindeth ever, hath 


. wnehangeabhe priefihoed. Every word of it re- 
freſuod me. The 'confideration of his being man, 
#6" well an the mighty God, was of great uſe to 


me. Thought I, how highly is our narure digwi- 


Fed l higher: than that of angels! And then his 


ceeontitwing ever ;— even when all relations die, all 
enjoyments vaniſh, when the moſt deſirable frames 


vary, and a 'thoufand deaths may attend our molt 
_ *eltnieft ep tine And I was led with holy 2. 
mazement, to confider his anchangeadle priefthord. 
"Oh,/T can never erpreſd the joys of faith upon thoſe 
Beſſed truths! 1 had gone through difcouraging 
Wk bat thus the Lord feaſonably ftept in to my 
"Fee, I thought myſelf bound e belt 3 
God had done for my ſoul. 

Dewi. It refreſhes . ee e e oh 
God of all grace 1 would be thankful. And who 


Enows but this may be of greater uſe to our deject- 


deur brother, ſuch comforts as your's, are always 
attended with other concomitant fruits of the Holy 


Spirit: How do you find it? 


Len. Sir, through grace, my fout is led to God 
as my chief good; I am made to mourn in the duſt 
under a ſenſe of my exceeding ſinſulneſs, and to 
admire grace, that ever I ſhould be made to kniow 
any thing of Chriſt, as my ſalvation; -I am 
to love every duty; dearly to love the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the children of God; and earneſtly to 
deſire che good of »H my poor fellow innere, hating 
my own ſins and their's, 
Diavi, My dear brother, all this. is right: May 
Four foul and mine be brought into more abundant 
acquaintance therewith ! Make it the \great- bufi- 
nen of your: life, to expreſs your  thatkfulneſs to 
"God in à Holy, humble, cloſe and uſeful walk with 
Hint, im every relation and eireumſtauce in life. 
Nash. The love and labour of this Paſtop, 
gead me to think of the apoſite's expreſſon; Mu were 
gentle among you, even as a nurſe hiriſhith hr ch. 
rn. (2) But how great muſt the tenderneſs and 
love of the great Paſor be! I remember he tells his 
ne, that they mould be comfarried; a, one ir com- 
fitted 'of his Hother: (a) But pray, Bptntine, what 
Further account can you give us ef that days work 7 
Epenetus. The next that ſpoke was a certain wo- 


man; whoſe wame was Tan; wid came to have 


7 e e 
| unded* for com muniorn. 

Stu, faid fe; 1 came upon 4 baits of -aroie 
pale wat a few months ago I had no thowpht 
of, bat tow it takes up all my thoughts, I. think 
N — to talte the yoke of 

Chriſt 


„ D i „ le I., ark, 24, 
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Chrift upon me, believing his word that I ſhalt fud 


it 'eaſy, (b) And I defire I may, while I live, 


bear my teſtimony. for Chriſt, as my ſaviour and 
Lord; and I think I cannot do that, as his word 
2 without being in church · fellow ſhip. 

_ Dewi. Are you a believer in Chriſt? 
„e 1 hope, through grace, that I am. 
Dei. What do you apprehend faith in Chriſt 

to be? 

T7 awel. ' Sir, I do not know 123 1 can an- 
wer you right; bat 1 think it is, to truſt him with 
all that concerns my ſalvation. 

. Dewi. What is it that puts you upon that trull? 


 Tawel, Truly, Sir, I have had many diſcourage- 


ments; and 1 did often think I could never come 
at it, and at laſt dropt all hope and expectation; 
and ere I was aware, I found my heart carried forth 
to truſt in Chriſt. | 
Deu. What were hoſe diſcouragements you met 
with 7 , . 
Tabel. 1 chonght 1 was: ſuch a 3 b 
Angers that he would have nothing to do with me. 
Dewi, What. made your fins. appear ſo great to 
N 
mms While I was yet in Heathenifm, I. did 
many things which my conſcience told me I ſhould 
not do; and when I heard of Chriſt, I deſpiſed 
bim. When I! was ſtruck with convictien that I 
Was undone without bim, 1 oppoſed thoſe . convic- 
tions, and endeavoured to flifle them: Then my evils 


SZ 


0 0.0 Mut, ai. joy | 


appeared innumerable, and what added to my hor- | 
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.ror was, that all thoſe evils proceeded from a nature 
univerſally defiled. 

Dewi. And what do you think of jt now ? 

Tawel, Oh! dear Sir, I think worſe. and worſe 
of it: I am vile and finful throughout. 

Dewi. Then if the greatneſs of your fins dic. 
couraged you from believing, and if you to appear 
yourſelf more and more ſinful, how fare you believe 
or truſt at all? 

Tawel. It is not a month ago fince I heard you 
preach from a text, which, I hope, I ſhall never 
forget: This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chrift Jeſus came into the world 18 
Jave fenners; of whom I am chief: (c) And you made 
it plain that Chriſt came not to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance; — that he came to ſeek 
and to fave that which was loſt ; — and that he was 
a Phyfician for the ſick and woundedg,— that the 
reſt would not value him, and that whoever 2 
in him, did ſo as the chief of ſinners. 

_ Dewi. What makes you think, that he is a fi 
perſon to be truſted for ſalvation by the chief of 


_ ſinners? 


 Tawel, Becauſe he is the mickey God, and hath 
[everlaſting ſtrength; and becauſe he hath aſſumed our 
nature, ſuffered and made ſatisfaction for fin, and 
becauſe it is his very office and buſineſs to fave... 
| Dewi. But what: encourages ven to truſt him? 
Tawel. He ſays, Whoſorver * 8 will in ns 
NN In = — | 
| Dow. 
(e) 1 Tim, 1. 2. 


* 
* deen Lulgie 2 Xun. Dial. 5g. 
Does this truſt then lead you to a neg- 


5 * oy duty, that God requires in his word ? 
Tabel. No, dear Sir, this truſt puts me upon 


all duty to God and man; and particularly it ex- 


cites 1 * e e ee 
member. 
Dei. And how aid the firſÞ concern begin ? 
 Tawel.. In hearing, accidentally, two Chriſtians 
talk about ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt; and one of 
them faid, that all the world was undone, and that 
there was no help but in Chriſt. Then, as I ſaid, 
J was firuck with conviction, but oppoſed it: Yet 
Fuch was the grace of God to me, I was ſtil] fol- 
Jowed: So I I thought I would go and hear the Chri/- 
tian Teathers, and in hearing it was made plain to 
me, that I was undone by nature and practice. I 
tried, in my poor way, to pray for help and ſalva- 
tion ; bur my difficulties and diſcoura increaſ- 
ed, 1 J heard you preach from the text I wentioned: 
(i Tim. i. 15.) Then God: was pleaſed to open 
E heart to receive the things delivered. Renoun- 
cing Heathtniſm before you, Sir, and this company, 
1 profels myſelf, through grace, a believer in Chriſt 
Jeſiis/ and defire_ to be baptized, that I may be pro- 
er er; Ot er den. to ebend. 16/4 wa 
Dwarf G wy! forbid Aer that ſhe ſhould wk 
bs baptized ? — And the was baptized ſtraightway.— 
Upon this à fiſter- of the church, whoſe name "as 
Aud, ſpoke to her Paſtor as follows: 
d. Sir, with a thankful heart I own the ey 
of God, and my ſoul rejoiceth in his ſalvation: For 
it Fn not 25 powerfully entered my heart, but 


gracioully 
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pracioufly entered my houſe. Here is: my dear boy 
-Ufudt,- not yet twelve years old, come to tell you 
what God has done for his ſoul; with an earneſt 
deſire to be admitted to the Lord's table.. 
Deal. My dear child, though this is not the 
bl time I have had talk with you, What 9 
have you of Jeſus Chriſt? 
| Ufudd. Sir, I cannot tell you; but he is alvrays 
in my thoughts night and day. I think he is al- 
mighty, and my all- ſufficient Saviour; and in his 
worſhip, be fills me with comfort. 
Dewi, How came you to know that you. ſtood 
in need of a Saviour ? 
.  Ufudd. My mother, Sir, always uſed to tell me 
1 was a finner, that I was born in ſin; and my father 
conſtantly, in family duty, did mourn over his chil- 
dren, as by nature children of ral, even as others. 
His words often went to my heart; and though I 
quickly forgot what he ſaid, and. what I felt, yet 
when new concern. came, I thought what they ſaid 
was very true, eech Wee par. n. 
myſelf. vin vas. | , 
Dei. eben be it wind you now? 11 „ 
3 Sir, one time my mother took me into 
her chamber, and bolted the door; — I thought ſhe | 
was. going to i/e me for ſome fault, but ſhe ſaid 
| Rog 3 7 poor child, 1 . in birth far 
| 27 thee; thou +4 tt and undone by fin; thy 
= tender mother cannot ſave thee, thy dear father 
e cannot ſave thee, all the world cannot ſave thee, 
« Thou, art under fin, and guilty before God ; evil 
Mell. not dwell with him; except thou art born 
4 again, thou canſt not ſee the kidgdom of hea- 


«© yen 
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% ven; ard with that burſt out into cries and 
tears, which I thought would break my heart. Af- 
ter a while ſhe directed me to the places of ſcrip- 
ture ſhe had mentioned, and went to prayer with 
me; with many tears begged a bleſſing on what ſhe 
had ſaid, ſhewed me the tendereſt love * Pity, 
and ſo went out of the room. 


Dai. And how was it with you when you were 
"oy 


Duda. I trembled neck and endearoured to look 
upon the ſcriptures that ſhe left with me, but I 
could not have any diſtin thoughts upon them; 
only they all ſeemed to lie hard upon me: And 
my ſins were ſo ſet before my ſace, that I could ſee 
nothing elſe. I had deſpiſed prayer, though my pa- 
rents always told me I ſhould pray. I had neglected 
reading, and ſtifled good thougbts: And in the pub- 
lick afſemblies I never uſed to mind the workip of 
God, but trifle away the time in looking aboùt me 
or ſleeping. But now 1 ſaw innumerable evils com- 
paſing me about, and all thofe proceeding from a 
very corrupt nature, I ſaw that what my mother 
ſaid was Nei W A= 1 was indeed Mares * 
. "$4. 55 
' Dewi. And har Kd you ue = 


Ladd. Sir, I bemoaned myſelf, and PR to the 
Lord, that he would turn and ſave me. Aud though 
I did fay ſomething like prayers often before; yet 
T was neyer afraid to pray till then. I thought I was 
too great a ſinner, and that God would ſtrike me 
dead if I offered to ſpeak” to bim. But I thovght 
Vl did not Pray, 1 wuſt periſh ; fo 1 threw my- 


ne 
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ſelf on the ground (recollecting the publican and his 
prayer) and cried and prayed in great diftreſs, 
Deu. And how was your diſtreſs removed? 
* Ufudd. '1 kept in the chamber all that afternoon, 
ſomewhat indiſpoſed in body, and ſtill more ſo in 
"ſoul; and my mother came frequently to me 
and fpoke to me what ſhe thought beſt. In the 
evening, the family being called together, ſays m 1 
father, What- is the matter with this boy ? is he 


not well ?” Says my mother, I hope he is under 


© ſome concern about' his ſoul. 11 But can never tell 
you bow it was with my. father that evening in pray- 


er; and while he prayed in a- particular manner for 


me, I found my heart made voilling to receive Chriſt 
as my Saviour, and to chooſe God as my God: 
After prayer, my father took me to him, and ſaid, 
Come, my poor child, how is it with thee? For 
tears. I could make no reply; — but after ſome time 


1 ſaid, Dear father, I am willing to be /aved by 


Chriſt; I am willing to ferwe' Chriſt. 

Dewi. And 1 wy <2 you are un gong fame mind 
ſtill. 

. Ufudd. Yes, Sir, dirough grace, and * been 
ever ſince, and I hope ſhall be, as long as I live. 

Dewi. Have you met with no . — 
ſince that time? | 

Ufudd. Ves, Sir, many ; ; from my own ' wretched 
ſinful heart, that ſpoils every thing I do ; and was 
once ſorely tried. about Election. 

Dewi. Pray, how was that? 

UFudd. I had often heard of Election in publick 
ſermons, and ſometimes in the ſchool, in our maſter 
2 s opening the principles of religion to us, and 

I had 
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I had read ef it in the ſcriptures; \but a dark; thought 
paſſed through my mind, what if L am not % 2. 
I mourned under. it, hut could not have the freedom 
ä 23 any. lady how. it was wich me: But one. Lord's 

day, lately. vou touched upon my vety caſe, a8. if 
1 had told it you; and you abſerved, . That it was 
i poor ſinner's immediate buſineſs to make his; 
« calling ſure, and as a periſhing, finner, venture all. 

upon Chriſt; to hegin at the foot of Jacob s.lad-- 
nder, and not gt the, top; and Snding | himſelf- 
among the called, he may theg fairly, infer that 
. che 18; elected, and nenen I. ENG Jour 
advice, very profitable. . | 

/ Dewi,,: And what 2 * lg 0 9 6 ad- 
mittel to the fard's table. + |, 1 2 

add. I think chere is a great glory nenn church 
ol Chriſt partaking of. that ordinance, in remembrance) 


of their Lord's love and death: He commands bis: 


converisd people thus to ſhew forth his death: I! 


hope I am willing to ſerve Chriſt; but ſetve him 


I; cannot without #eepihg. his commandmtntt. 
Dewi.. You have been baptized in your infancy,. 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
fd. I humbly. bleſs God for it; and adore- 
the Name of the Eternal Nr IIs: glori- 
ous Perſons. 


Deaui. My dear child, the Lord; 1 aan wall 


cauſe you to, flouriſh, in his courts: I ſhall; God 


willing, propound 9” wo eee. op- 
r. 


.:Neophytus. But 1 . very few 8 aſked 5 


et antes e acquaintance. vin de princ 
a ait, J eee e 


2422 12 


Dial. 3. Social. Religion PEUMYIT "Ras > 193. - 


/ Epeuctys, That is not becauſe Dewi neglected 
 . them, hut becauſe 1 deſignedly omitted them, I. 
I chould burthen you with repetitions, Three thin 
in receiving members, they very ſtriciy — = & 
— ſound knowledge, unfeigned faith, and a * 


werſation. 4 
Tus L bare. given. you. a brief account of that | 
day's work. _ 
 Chriftophilus. But I cannot: help d how 
neceſſary it is, that thoſe who preach- the goſpel 
ſhould be. gadly conwertes. perſons themſelyes ! What 
could à moral. wnbelicying preacher . ( natyithſtand- 
ing his doctrinal acquaintance with ſyſtems of divi- 
nity) have done with theſe ? — Oh | it makes me 8 
ſend up my earneſt defires to the Father of lights, 
for a mighty bleſſing upon the religious views and 
contributions of our generous and honourable /aciety, 
the glory of Lenden; and; I may add, all other liberal | 
encouragers of a canverted miniſiry, aud vital godlineſs. 
But pray, Epenetus, had not 275 7. eachey a ſimilar 
day and concern ? 
_ Epenetus, He had; the very ſame day in the week, 
on the ſame hours, and obſerved in the ſame method ; 
and in the eveniag of the day, Dewi and Yefax x | 
always met to impart to each other the ſum and | 
ſubſtance” of the work they had been that day 
concerned in. Thus they were brought into great 
- acquaintance. with the Hate of the flock, which was 
an, ar. uſefulneſs. — And ſeeing ae 


„We that are_miniſters, (dy a venerable. Briton, the re- 
« yerend and holy. Mr. Water Cradeck) ſhould, in all qur mi- 


eee — aq 
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deſire to hear ſome part of the Teacher's work on 
fach a day, you may take it thus: Some company 
being come, and * to wap? n Ye 58 _ 
as follows: * 

| Dr 


« miniſtry, and to ceny part of * —1 have known (adds he) 
« pxjns, preached. ſolidly, and yet in the end red little or no ap- 
„ patent fruit of all their J:bour : Some of them profeſſing in their 
« old age, They knew not the ſoul that ever was brought home 
„ to Chriſt by their miniftry. Abd this to my apprehenfion ' 
„ ſeemed to be the thief reaſon, 2s to the work of than, — they 
* never did propoſe any particular end, or diſtinct cope, to their 
„work, + which. indeed they could not well do, as having no ſpiri- 
« tua] acquaintance with the fates and conditions of their auditors, 
20 82 that would convert ſinners, or edify ſaints, ought to ſtudy 
as well as books, And thoſe miniſters I have obſerved. 
„ to work moſt excellently, and labour moſt ſucceſsfully, who | 
« have been accuſtom ed to converſe moſt + with their hearers, Ag 
Mort fares familiar, ſpir:tual converſe with our hearers (doth 
7% furniſh us with more fl/ to deal with the fouls of others; ſo 
« jt conduces much to the guickening of our own : (Rom i. 11, 12.) 
„ Without which, as it were at rovers, we muſt often 
« rife the mark : Without which, we are as expert ſmiths, that 
„ make curious keys, and never conſult with the wards of the 
„lock ; whereas a rude, ill-ſhaped key, fitted to the lock, js 
« of more »ſe than the other, — It was once a ſpeech of a reve. . 
« tend Miniſter (Mr. #r«b, ſometimes ſtiled the Apoſtle of 
% South-Wates ) who, becauſe of the multitude of his hearers, was | 
* often neceſſitated to preach in the church-yard, — * That there 
«« was not one perſon in that congregation whelſe ſpiritual fate 
„ he did not know,” and the ſucceſs of his work was,” an- 
e ſwerably, exceedingly great and glorious; * Neither ( aid he) 
© is there any ſermon I preach, wherein I teach them not at 
„ leaſt one” Ie more than any one of them all knew before; 
rand yet I learn from them throughout the week, as much or 
more than they de of me on the Lord's day.“ | | 


Dial. 5. 


Dax brethren and ſiſters in our Lord, He is 
faithful who hath told the church, 4/7 thy children 
Hall be taught of the Lord. — How great an honour 
hath our God conferred upon us, that he hath num- 
bered us among his -diſciples, — placed us among 
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his children, —given us the ſure word of prophecy, 


tant ſubjets, — Pray, Sir, what may I ſtrictly call 


and the Son, upon the great concern of our ſal- 


Son, (the /ame in nature and eſſence but now conſi- 


as a light ſhining in a dark place, — and the pro- 
miſe of his Spirit to lead us into all truth! Unto 
this, one preſent replied, whoſe name was 
Gefalus. And, deas Sir, what a mercy it is, that 
the Spirit of God owns ſuch familiar means, as 
humble conference upon the things of God, for 
our inſtruction! But I am flow to receive, and weak 
to retain what I hear, even upon the moſt impor- 


a covenant ? 
Yefan. An agreement between two parties, equal- 
ly free to chooſe or refuſe. * 
Gofalus. What is the covenant of grace? 
Yefan. An agreement between God the Father 


vation, 
Gofalus. And pray, Sir, how am I to coalider 


the parties in this covenant ? | 
Tan. God the Father, as offended on the ac- 
count of fin, yet graciouſly propoſing to his own 


dered as Mediator for man) terms, on the accompliſh- 
ment whereof the ele& ſhould be ſaved: And Ged 
the Son, as ſecond Adam, and head of the elect, 
accepting the propoſed W and undertaking wh 
mighty work. | 
Galas. And pray what were thoſe terms more - 


K expreſily 


- 
1 194 Social Religion xxULITI ED. Dial. 5. 


expreſsly, and the reward upon the performance 
of them? | 

Yefan, © When thou hate make his ſoul an of- 

*« fering for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall pro- 

4 Ly long his days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall 
e proſper in hie hands.” (d) © We ſee Fe/us, who 
z % was made & little lower than the angels, for the 
F ſuffering of death, crowned with glory and ho- 
. nour.“ (e) 
| © Gofalue, This looks like 2 covenant of SY 
| Aa Yifan. So it is unto Chrif; and our Lord's obe- 
dlience unto death was meritorious in the higheſt 
" ſenſe: For he, who is the Eternal God, aſſumed 
pur nature, and purchaſed the church with his own 
Glood. (f) Yet, with regard to us, it is a cove- 
nant of rich grace and mercy altogether, _ 

Galas. Pray, what part does our faith bear in 
that covenant ? 

Yefan. Only a blefing of the covenant, attended 
. with many other concomitznt bleflings. <©* For unto 
vou it is gives, in the behalf of Chriſt, to believe 
„on him,” (g) 

Gofalus. But you ſaid, a covenant is an agree- 
ment between two parties, equally free to chooſe 
and 'refuſe, © my 

Yefan. Such is a covenant in a proper and frid 
acceptation; but God's covenant with. us is a mere 
promiſe of abſolute grace, even the ſure mercies of 
David. 

Gofalas, Will you pleaſe to give me an inftance, 
where the covenant of God muſt be taken in this 
laft acceptation of the word ? 


1. CASE A GAGE ͤLvꝰk; i OE I ne Ie ao mes my 
- 
: | 
. 


| Yefan. 
f () Ja; liii, 10. (e) Heb, ii. 9. (f) Ads xx, 28, (6) Phil, i. 29. 
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Yefan; © But this ſhall be the covenant that I 
„ will make with - the. houſe of Iſrael, After thoſe 


« days, ſaich the Lord, I will put my law in their 


% inward parts, and write it in their. hearts, and 
< will be cheir God, and they: ſhall ho" ap peo- 
« bee (k!?) 

Gof alas. Bleſſed be the Lord, I hope I de in 
ſome meafure fee how it is, — all grace freely given, 
and every duty wiſely and graciouſly provided for. 
Pray, what was the covenant in the wilderneſs ? 

Yifan. A veiled diſpenſation of this everlaſting 
covenant of grace, 

. Gofalas. Are all God's people, under all the 
variety of Wehe attending them, ſtill in this 
covenant ? 

Ten. Yes, ie. ſtands faſt, 2 cannot be broken. 
— But remember, that the /ecret of the Lord is aui 
them that fear him, and he will eau them his covenant. 

Gofalus, May my ſoul walk and worſhip in faith 
and filial fear more than ever, that I may receive 
clearer views ſtill of this bleſſed covenant! I return 
you thanks, dear Sir, for your condeſcending.labour 
Gs love; it hath been refrefaing, and I hope will 

be efabliſhing to my foul, and for this I beg your 
prayers. 

Neophytus, What a cnncifa; comfartable account 
is this of the covenant. of grace-! Made with Ciriſt 
as head of the elect; while he performed the con- 
ditions, and rendered all promiſes yea and amen / 
How hath my poor mind been perplexed in reading 
large, confuſed, inconſiſtent treatiſes upon the co- 
venant, including twenty puzzling things! Some 

Fl K 2 making 


(5) Jer, xxx, 33 
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making it 'a downtight covenant of abort, and ſome 
a mixed one, and ſome as many diſtinct covenants 
as there are believers in the whole world! , . 

Phfilolgas. The Holy Spirit expreſſeth God's s cq- 
cur of grace by-( $z8#xy ) à word which implies 
a teftamentary diſpoſition ; no bargaining ' terms, but 
free bequeathments: All the bleſſings of the cove- 


nant come ſo to us, and all our duties are new-cove- 


.nant engt. It is amazing that any of the godly 


ſhould ever fix upon faith and repentance as the con- 


dition of a proper covenant between God and us; 
and call that a covenant of grace! * 

_ ' Syllogifficus. And 1 muſt fay, that it is amazing 
any man of /ex/e ſhould do it, who grants that per- 
ſons by nature are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, under 
the dominion of a carnal mind, which is enmity 
' againſt God. 

\ Neophytus. But why doth the Lord Gs: I. will 
male a covenant with you, or with G_ young it 
is a covenant already made? 5 

.- Philalethes, When the Lord ſays, I will in 
„ with you an everlaſting covenant,“ no more is 
intended than mating manifeſt. So P/alm Ixxxix. 27. 
% I will mate him. my firſt born, higher than the 
% kings of the earth,” ſpeaking of Chriſt; ot is, 
15 wilF make him luogun to be- ſuc k. 

— Theophilus. This covenant contains all my. los- 
tion a all my —_ Let my God ſmile, or let 
' him. frown; let him ſhine upon me, or call dark-_ 
» neſs to paſs over me; let him more than anſwer, my 


expectations, or command diſappointments to ſurround 
me; let him renew my youth like the eagle's, or 


with ſtrong pains afflict me; — ſtill I am within his 


covenant, for all hole things are bleſſings thereof. 
Epenetus. 


1 
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Ebenetus. God is ever mindful of his coveaae; 
| ind he bids us remember it; and 1 hope the Eter- 
nal Spirit will eſtabliſh our ſouls in che faith of 
intereſt in all its bleſſinggs ess oe + © 

I xow paſs on to another brother, whoſe name was. 
Eg wan. Sir, ſaid he, I was the other day thinking 
with myſelf, how weak and feeble my faith was: 
Yet I found ret to believe. That text came into 
my mind, They that know thy Name will put their 
truſt in thee. I took the word tri to be the ſame 
as faith, and thought, that the ready way to more 
faith, was to get more acquaintance with the Lord's 
Name; and looking over ſome of the bleſfed Names 
he takes to himſelf in the ſcriptares,” I came to 
that in Fer. wxiii. 6. And this is his Name where- 
by he ſhall be called, IE HñOVAEH our righteonſneſt. Dear 
Sir, pleaſe to help me to underſtand that name. 

Tear. It is, dear brother, the name of Chi 
ths Meffah, as is evident from the foregoing verſe; 
and in it you have two things for the ſupport of 
your faith; fr, what Chriſt is in himſelf; ſecondly,” 
what he is to us. In himſelf he is Jenovanz 
unto us he is a glorious righteouſne/5; The name 
Jenovan is God's pecdliar name, and it would be 
the greateſt blaſphemy to call any mere creature 
thereby. But Chriſt hath the name and the Eternal 
n intended by it, 

- Egwoan. Ah! dear Sir, though q am a poor weak 
ſoul, I would ſay of him, My Lord and my Ged. 
Let him be never ſo great, if he be not the eter? 
nal God, I durſt not truſt him. r is s idolatry to 
truſt any creature, however exalted. 
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* Tefan. Under a ſenſe, then, of all our weakneſs 
and wretchedneſs, let us ſay, Ia the Lord have 1 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength; and bere is a bleſſed name 
indeed, to which we may have | conſtant recourſe, 
Jazyov au ou RIGHTEOUSNESS, | 

Egwas.. Dear Sir, I thank you; I will go in 
the firength of the Lord God, and will make men- 

tion of bis rigbteonſneſs, even of his only. N 
Fienetar. Then a filter preſent, whoſe name was 
Cariadus, told Yefan with many tears, that her 
huſband . Duxvioe/ was from day to day under great 
heavineſs 'of mind, which ſhe could nat fully. relate, 
but defined Nan to come the firſt opportunity to 
viſit him; which he ſaid he would. — And after 
ſome more diſcourſe, this viſiting exerciſe was * 
cluded with prayer. 

Chriftaphilus. Our beloved Epenctas, I return 2 
many thanks for the account you have given us of 
the viſits they neceived at laue, and now humbly 
mane. 190; Hour pf. fome account of their viũts 
abroad. 

Epenctare Moſt willingly, my dear Chriftaphilus ; 
You may remember I told you before, that one day 
in the week they uſed for viſiting the flock, eſpe - 
. cially thoſe who ſtood in . moſt need of chriſtian 
viſits.—On theſe occaſions they ſtadiouſly avoided ſuch 
a mifimprovement of their precious time as would 
turn to the diſadvantage of themſelves and others. 
They were ſervants of Chriſt. 1 ſhall begin, as [ 
did before, wich Dewi; who, on one of theſe days, 
entering the hauſe, of Can, of whom you bave 
heard ſomething before, ſaid, my dear e Ci 


aun, how do you do? 


Car. | 
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Cyfiawn, O my dear Paſtor, I am glad to ſee 
you. Through grace, God deals bountifully with 
me; I find his ways are plea/antmeſe, and his paths 
are peace. He is pleaſed to impart ſtrength to my 
foul, and makes all my duties a delight unto me. 
Though I am not always alike, yer I find he never 
leaves me. In the face of all my finfulneſs under 
which I daily mourn, I am enabled to appeal to his 
mercy, in a meaſure of faith, Through abundant 
grace, he pours into my ſoul, ſoretaſtes of a fu- 
ture reſt. And I.. Lord's day, while in prayer 
you mentioned that ſcripture, Enter into thy reſt O 
my ou, | thought I knew ſomething of heaven in 
myſelf: And though it is not with me now as it 
was then, yet ſomething of the ſavour remains, and 
the remembrance is ſweet, _ 

Dewi. Ah! my dear brother, PR God is rich 
in mercy: 1 am refreſhed to hear you thus ſpeak 
of him. Religion is a reality, and that through . 
grace our ſouls know. God theds abroad his love 
in our hearts. Oh! the mercy. that we are no mers 
rangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens, with the 
ſaints, and of the houſehold of Gd, (i) How is it 
with your family, the little church under your care > 

Cyfiawn. Sir, my dear wife is afflicted in 5 
and mind; and I hope the Lord hath ſent 
ſeaſonably hither, for her inſtruction and i 
Pray, Sir, walk with me into the next room. 

Dewi. My dear fifter R/iawvedde!; (for that was 
her name) how do you do? 

Rhinweddel. Dear Sir, I am glad to 4 you; 
but I am afflicted in body, and attended with 


L 7 W's - pals: | 
(i) * . | 
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pains now for ſome time. But the greateſt pain of 
all is in my mind; for I think God muſt be 
angry with me, elſe he would not afflict me thus; 
and ſtand up under his diſpleaſure I cannot. 

Dewi. ] unfeignedly pity you under your afflic- 
tion ; but the pity of a poor ſinful worm is no- 
thing, when compared with the compaſſions of your 
riſen Redeemer, You have often heard that the 
people of God, while in this life, may be a poor 
and an afflicted people, who nevertheleſs truſt in his 
name. And I hope the Spirit Chriſt will help 
you to truſt in the Lord, under all your pains, 
and ſay, as dear Job ſaid, Though he Jay me, yet 
evill 1 truft in him. 

Rhinweddol. Sir, it is diſtruſt, that makes my af- 

liction heavy. Hereby my ſpirit is wounded; and 
2 wounded ſpirit who can bear? 
- Dewi, Diſtruſt is an affliction only to children. 
An enemy is never affifed with it, though under 
its dominion. He to whom diſtruſt is a real af- 
fiction, is a child. _ * 

Rhinweddel. Oh! my dear Paſtor, God has a 

controverſy with me, and for my /ins he afflicts me; 
and before his frowns and diſpleaſure I cannot ſtand. 

Dei. It is certain, that when we get to our 
13 where iin enters not, we ſhall be afflicted no 
more; but at preſent, though afflictions may be called 
the frowns of God, eſpecially when he alſo with- 
draws the light of his countenance, yet they are 
the frowns of a father, which are deſigned to tale 
away our An. I hope you are willing to loſe. lat. 

 Rhinweddol. Yes, I hope I am ; but i have not that 


real againſt it which I ought to have againſt God's 
enemy © 


-* 27 
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enemy: And that adds to my affliction alſo. I have 
a complication of afflictions, that T c.nnot account. 
for ; nor do I know how to- ſtand up under it. 
Deaoi. Your heavenly Father, who afflicts in- love, 
will not contend for ever, leſt the ſpirit ſhould. 
fail before hm, and the ſoul that he hath made. In 
wiſe love he afflicts, and in wiſe love he will relieve. 
Rhintweddel, But can the hidings of his face 
from my ſoul. be in love? 1 
Dewi. Yes ſure, elſe many of us would be often 
under wrath. The chureh ſought her beloved, but 
could not find him (k) for he had withdrawn himſelf. 
| Rhinweddvl.., Oh may I but hope that: all is in 
love, and that all. will end well!. N 
Dewi. He aſſures you in his word, that it is — 
and as his poor ſervant I aſſure you it is ſo. 4. 
many as I lowe 1 rebuke and chaſten, be zealous there 
fore and repent. (1) He does not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve you. In all your afflictions he is af-+ 
flicted. But be of godd chear, fubmit to him and 
truſt him: Ton /aall come forth» as gold. (min 
Rhinweddel. Though my ſoul be caſt down im 
me, yet I would not refuſe to be comforted... . 1 
would thank fully own,. that what yon ſay tends 
greatly to ſupport me, and encourage my ſoul: to- 
draw near to God. — Dear Sir, pray for me, that 
+ may glorify the name of my Saviour, under the 
preſent diſpenſation, that I may neither think diſ- 
bongurably, nor ſpeak. diſreſpeRfully of him, but 
patiently, ſubmit. to his pleaſure. —-I thank you for 
* kind. viſt, and all that you have ſaid; I hope 
ere was in it a word in ſeaſon ſpoken to my ſoul. 
an K 5 Deu 
0 Game if O Rev. ni (mm) Feb ri. 10» 
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is one part of it, Sir. 


202 Social Religion ex Io. Dial. g. 


- Dewi, Then it was the Lord that ſpoke it, and 
unto him I would have you be thankful. I hope, 
through his mercy, in a little time, to ſee your com- 
forts abound in reſtored health. Ia the mean while 
may the Eternal Spirit, our gracious Comforter, groat- 
ly ſupport you. Pray where are nme 

Ohildren, come ia. 

Draui. Obi my dear little boy, are you a good bey r 

Prydſeri (For that was his name) _—_— No, 
Sir, F am naught all over, 
_ Dewi, Who told you fo, Prodferth 2 

Prydferth. My father and mother, Sir; and they 
have often-proved it from the” word of God, Sir. 

| Dewi. Do you remember the words that provy 
you to be naught all over, Pryaerms 

Prydforth. Ves, Sir, ſome of chem. ie ſha- 
pen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother con- 

«« ceive me. For 1 know that in me, that is, in 


my fleſh, 'dwelteth no good ching. enen 
% i born of the fleſlyy 55) ſleſh (> * | 


Dewi, How do you think» to be ſaved from this 


- dreadful condition, f e 


: Pry . Sir; I undeeſfland that Ohrift del foe 
finners ; and that they ſhall. be born * that 
they may be holy awd go to heaven. 

Drau. What do . you ſay b Proper 


- Prodfenth. „ Turn eee neee 
7997 & 


Deu. The Lord anſwer it peedhy, my Pres 
Tuxn faid-he. to Cyfawn's Daughter (whoſe name 
was Syxzoyrol, and ſome years older r her brother) 
ber e War ie * o A 11 ien s 2 
. Syawyrol, 


© Thy 1 a. 
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Synwyrol, © God is a Spirit, and they that wor- 
*« ſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.“ 

Dewi. There are many ſpirits, and are they to 
be worſhipped? 

Synwyrol. God is an Eternal, Infinite Spirit, Sir, 
and there can be but one Infinite Spirit, and he 
alone muſt be worſhipped. . Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
« Lord thy God, and him any ſhalt thou ſerve.” 

Dewi. And is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be wor- 


83 

Durell. Yes, Sir: To the church it is ſaid, 
He is thy Lord, worſhip thou him. And again it is 
faid, Let all the Angels of Ged worſhip im. 

Dewi. Then is he that Infinite Spirit, whe glen 

muſt be worſhipped? 

Syrwyrol. Yes, Sir, «cording t to his divine nature. 

Dewi. What other nature hath he beſide the di- 
vine ? | | 
Syaawyrol, A real human nature, which he aſ- 
fumed, Sir. Becauſe. the children were partakers 
„of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf took = of 
e the ſame.” | 
| Dewi, And is he to be:wortkipped a. as we wore 
mip the Father? 

Sure. Sir, I think there can be but one kind 
of divine worſhip, and that is due only to the Eter- 
nal God. And if Chriſt be not the Eternal God, 
he could not demand its nor accept of it. But Chriſt 
ſays, “ That all men ſhould honour the Son, eren 
«© as they honour the Father.” | 

' Dewi. But does not this make more Gods than one? 

Synwyrol, No, Sir. There is but one Infinite 

God, one 5 Divine Natufe or Eſſence, For though 
| K 6 there 
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there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Spirit; yet theſe three are one. 

Devi. But why did the Infinite God, in his ſe- 
cond Perſon, aſſume human nature. 

Synwyrol. That he might ſuffer and die for ſin- 
ners; for as God he could not do fo. 

Dewi. And how are we to conceive of him, as 
to equality or inequality with the Father, 

Synwyrol, Being in the form of God, he thinks 
it no robbery to be equal with God; but as man 
and Mediator he is ſaid to be the Father s ſervant; 
And he ſays, My Father is greater than J. 

' Dewi. And what, as Mediator, and the Father's 
ſervant, did he go through for v$nners? 

© Sjawyrol; He became obedient unto death; 
delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for ba 
Juffification. 

Dewi. Why was it neceſſary he mould go through 
all this 7 

N OW. *& That God might be uf, and the 

& juſtifier of him that believerh in Jeſus.” 

* "Dewi. Where is the Mediator now? 

Syzwyrol, *©* Highly exalted at the Father's right 
% hand, ever living to make interceſſion. for the 
« tranſgreſſors,”. 

Dei. What advantage is that to them? 

© eel More than I can expreſs, But upon 
Kis mediation and interceſſion the Holy Spirit cometh, 
down to convert and ſandify poor fingers, and to 
lead and comfort the converted. 5 

. Dewi. Lou ſaid that he was raiſed again for their 
juftification ; pray what is that righteouſne!s wherein 
185 are reckoned juſt before God 77 
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Spyro. Only the righteouſneſs of Chrit im- 
puted to them, and not any work of theirs, no not 
| their own faith, 

Dewi. What does the Holy Spirit do for poor 
finners when he comes ? 
Synwyrol. A great deal more than I can tell you, 

Sir: He creates in them a new heart, makes his 

abode there, gives faith, works repentance, leads them 

to ſeek: God, to chooſe him as their chief good, 
to breathe after his fellowſhip, to yield obedience 


* do his precepts, to to ſubmit unto his righteouſneſs, to 
wiſh all proſperity to his intereſt, and to wait for * 
his glory. 


Dewi. And what do you find of all. this work, 
in your own-ſoul? _ 

Synwyrol. Very little, Sir; 3 but I am not with- 
out hope. 

Dewi. What is the foundation of your bewns 
| Synwyrel, The riſen Redeemer: ** o n 
% tion can no man lay.” * 1 

Dewi. And what goes this hope put you upon? 

- Synwyrol, I would fain “ purify myſelf as he is 
« pure: : But alas! behold I am vile, and in ever 
thing 1 ſin. 

Dewi. Under ſuch apprehenſions, what Ji gens 
4 you take? 

' Eynayrol.. As 2a poor periſhing ſinner | lie at the 

| feet of Chriſt, who is a merciful and compaſſionate 
High Prieſt, who faves the chief of ſinners, and 
whoſe blood cleanſeth from all. fin. 

Dewi. | judge it certainly your duty, though 
young, to declare in the church wh;t our dear Lord 
hath done , you, that you may be admijted to the, 

Lord's 


o*%. 


9 4 
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Lord's table, and wait for your Redeemer's love and 
preſence there: Do net you think ſo? ® | 

Synwyrol. I am very weak and under many fears, 
yet willing you ſhould propound me, if my parents 
and -you think fit. 

 Rhinweddsl. What, my dear child converted, and 
ſeemingly got beyond her poor mother! Bleſſed be 
the God of all grace! Go on, my child, go on. 

Cyflawn. Sir, I am greatly affected with what the 
child declared, and defire ſhe may be propounded. 

» Neophytur. Well, 1 muſt own this was a chriſtian 
viſit, and ſuch as became a ſervant of Chrift to make: 
And this was a chriſtian family, I ſee, where ſoeh 
viſits are very welcome. 

Epenetus, I was going to tell you that the) ſer- 
yants were then called in, who were chriſtians and 
church members. Whereupon Dew, having aſked 
them fome eloſe and pertinent queſtions, folemnly 

win them, and went very particularly over 
every caſe that concerned them before the Lord. 
Whey prayer was over, he tock his leave of them, 
wick the tendereſt affoction, wiſhingthe prefence of 
their deaf Redeemer might abide with ere and 


they in the moſt thankful manner wiſhed him, and 


alt the HMuel of God, the fame ſupporting and re- 


| beging preſence. 


" Chriftophitus. Ohl it myſt be a pleaſure to him 
to took back upon a day thus ſpent: But laren 
viſits often prove burdenſome and grieving. | 

Epenetus. But though this viſit was over, che day 
was not ſpent: "He had other viſits to make; and 
into the houſe of a brother he entered whoſe name 
was Gobeithiot; and, after chriſtian ſalutatlons, war ä 
8 14 + . ” a Fl 
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him, How he did in his ſoul, for he ſeemed by his 
eountenance to be under ſome trouble of mind? 

Gobeithiol. Sir, fo I am, and have been for ſome 
time, but it is not à trouble you are quite a ſtran- 
ger to. Through grace Chriſt is precious to me; 
he is all my falvation, and I am helped to lean 
upon him as my beloved: And he is pleaſed got 
only always to ſupport and ſuſtain me, but at times 
to make me glad through his work, and to give 
me times of refreſhment from his preſence. In his 
providence alfa: he deals bonntifully with me, and 
eſtabliſhes the work of my hands. My wife; and: 
myſelf are through mercy bleffed with a great mea- 
ſure of health; but there is a trial upon as; Ob 
it is a trial! — My Sow grows more and more per- 
verſe, ſeems to have no ſenſe ef God or à future 
ſtate upon him ; deſpiſes the Teacher Bg and at 
his iaſtructions, often turns his back upon family 
worſhip, nor can F always get bim to the publicls 
aſſemblies. His mother is neœ under many tears and 
concern of mind; talking te him in another room; 
for” he is but just come in from” one of his foohſn 
and ſisfol rambies: Bet all our tears and intrea- 
ties, our reproof Dan correction are ſet at nought 
by him, I know not how, dear Sir, r : 
onder the trial. 

Daus. My dear brother, 1 heartily pity you, od 
earneſtly deſire you may be graciouſly fupported un- 
der your trial, and mereifully ſurpriſed with a ſpeedy 
and ſaving turn upon your ſon's heart. If aun 
we will ge into the room where they are. 

Uron their entrance, ſays Dewi, What, 8ifter 
3 (for- that was ber name) in travail! in 


travail 


nant diſregarded by yo 
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travail! For tears ſhe could make no reply: — But 
the young man, whoſe name was Cyndyn, aroſe to 
go away: Stop, Young. man, ſays Da.; you ſhall 
not go kence, I have ſomething to lay to you, as 
if I can you ſhall hear it. 

Vous man, by you the affeQionate prayers of a 
loving father, and the repeated cries and tears of a 
tender mother, are deſpiſed ; the glorious goſpel is ſet- 
at nought, and the blood of the everlaſting cove» 
ou ; the beſt inſtructions, and- 
the moſt ſeaſonable reprooſs, and the moſt earneſt 


intreaties of the beſt friends have been neglected ; and- 


by you the ungodly have been choſen as your boſom- 
companions,” and their counſel and example followed. 
The language of revelation; the voice of reaſon, the 
ſecret whiſpers of your on conſcience are agaiuſt you ;- 


all the world is againſt you, and every good thing in 


the world: And thoſe you eſteem your boſom friends, 


though. they encourage your wickedneſs, in their hearts 
judge you a fool God's law condemns you, all the 
world condemns yo, and you are ſelf- condemned. 


While you are purſuing your pleaſures, you are a 
ſtranger to the beſt of comfort. Now, Voung man, 
let me call yo to repentance: Gods commands all mem 
every; where to repent; he calls you to jrepentancea 
Conider your ways, and think what will you do in 


the end thereof TUR over the bleſſed Name, in the 


which you have been baptized,-. and, there you may 
ſee abundant grace for the chief of Aer. Let me 
haye an anſwer to what I have laid. dale hos 

Cyndyn. Sir, I am not N to: ſpend, any 
thoughts. upon what yon ſay, nor can I. bear your 
Gſcourie; I am JOE en ſervant ·— 89. en 
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violent manner he went away; and left father, mother 
and Dewi all in tears, 

Dewi. My dear brother and ſiſter, though this is 
a heavy caſe, it is what many of the godly in all 
ages have more or leſs experienced. Keep cloſe with 
God in all practical religion; let not your ſon ob- 
ſerve. you remiſs in any one duty towards God of 
man; and ſtudy to be found in all your duty to- 
wards him, and leave the ente God. I under- 
ſtand the Elders have taken pal with. him already, 
and I hope they will do fo ſtill; and if he will not 
hear, the church muſt take publick notice of it.— 
Pleaſe to call your NO and let us worſhip. God 
together. 

Tus family being come in, he aſked every one 

of them ſome pertinent queſtions upon the great con- 
cern of the kingdom of Chriſt; and then prayed 
with them all, and was very particular in prayer for 
the ſtubborn rebellious young man, with many tears; 
and for the poor grieved parents, that they might, 
by the Spirit of God, be greatly taught and ſup- 
ported under ſo trying a diſpenſation. 

Pax being over, he ſpoke comfortably to dies. 
wiſhed them the fellowſhip of the Lord and departed. | 

Theophilus, Unto godly affectionate parents, ſuch 
trials as thoſe are heavy beyond expreſſion. 
Epenetut. His next viſit that day was to a poor 
brother and filter, both in years, who rejoiced greatly 
ta ſee him. He aſked them how they did in their ſouls 
in their old age? They anſwered, taat they were but 
babes yet; could not find that growth they deſired, 
and often ſeemed to decreaſe :: But, that they were led, 
to ſee the emptineſs wy e. of their own per» 

tormances 
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formances and che ſuitableneſs and fulneſs of Chrift 
more than ever, and at times longed to be with him, 
that they might worſhip him without fin, and ſee 
his glory. — Dewi, with great affection told them, 
that thre was increaſing with the increaſe of God; 
for it was a growing up into Chriſt. —— He aſked 
them, how they did as to outward things? They 
faid, they had all — did abound; and grate- 
fuly ack nowled gd providential care of their 
God, and the kin of his people. He went to 
prayer with them, —then ſpoke comfortably ro them, 
_ wiſhed them the beft of bleſſings, and ſaid, Pray 
accept of my love, and this —. And fo took his 
leave of them in the deareſt chriſtian affection. 

Chriftophiluss To accompany a fervant of Chriſt 
through ſach viſits as theſe, 1 ſhould eſteem a great 
privilege. But pray, dear Epenerns, let us take a turn 
with Tefas the Teacher, through one of his viſits. 

Eprnetur. You remember I told you of one Ca- 
maden, who defired Nun to come the firft opportu- 
nity to viſit her hufbaad Dutoidl, who was under 
ſome trouble of mind, which ſhe could not relate. 
— You maſt obſerve then, that in a little time he 
went, abc finding the good woman, afket! her how 
her hufband did, and where he was? She anſwered, 
that he was at home, but to her grief very diſconſolate. 

Teer. Before we call him, let me know how it 

is with you in yoor foul? 

Cartadzs. Through the grace of God I am ena- 
bled in a meaſure to look to the riſen Redeemer, 
In him I have righteonfneſs and firength, While 
you were laſt Lord's day mentioning the reaſons 
wherefore Chriſt is precious to a believer, I was filled 
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with joy, and could fay with the P/alnif, © In 
© heaven I have none butithee, and there is none 
„ upon earth I defire beſides thee.” And when you 
ſaid, that Chrift is all and in all, I thought with Com- 
fort of the Apoſtle's words, All things are yours, and 
von are Chriff's, The diftreſs of mind my hufband 
labours under is a trial to me; but I hope the 
comforter which our Lord promiſed, will relieve 
him, and render your viſit rfelhing. a 

Tefan, How is it with your Hand GP 
duty? | 
Cariadus. He never omits it; but I obſerve 0 
engages under great diſcouragements, and ſometimes 
ſeems ſtraitened; at other times cries and pleads, and 
pleads and cries, as if his heart would break; and 
when he gets up, often cries out, Now I have 
„added to my tranſpreflion; this prayer, I fear is 
% an abomibation,” — and fets us all a mourning 
with him, Dear Sir, I cannot il you. — And my 
eldeſt poor boy, an whom I never obſerved any o- 
corn about religion till new, obſerving his father's diſ- 
treſe, ſeems bimſelf greatly diſtreſſed, and often prays 
alone; and once I heard him, in a flood of tears, ſay, 
** © Father of mercies, have mercy on my dear father 


„ in his diſtreſs; comfort Aim and convert me? 


Lan. Ay, Father of mercies indeed, that by 
means of your hufband's grief leads your child to 
the throne of grace! What bleſſed fruit may you 
till expe! You ow in tears to reap in joy. ©: They 
«« who go forth weeping, bearing precious feed,” ſhalt 
*« doubtleſs come again rejoicing, bringiog their 
% ſheaves with them.” (u] But how is it with mA 
kuſband as to private prayer? - | | 
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Cariadus. Oh! mate than ever; and by what 1 
can learn, often with ſt cries and tears. He ſeems 
indeed to be always: praying. f 

Leun. What do you 1. was his entrance into 
this diſtreſs ) | * 
Cariadus. 10 cannot tell you; * never obſerved _— | 
- thing in his conduct but what was very agreeable to 
eur holy profeſſion; and yet he complains bitterly 
of the greatneſs of his ſins, that he is the gresteſt 
ef ſinners in the world, and hath the worſt heart of 

all men living; and wonders he is out of hell ! 
2. Yefan. If you pleaſe, call him. — He comet. 

Duwiol. Ah, dear Sir, are yon come to me? Ir 
e have been my place t come to _ but 1 
neither perform duty, nor know it. 

Tan. Come, dear brother * how! do: you 
FY The Goſpel is good news ſtillll. 
Dasviel. Sir, I cannot tell you, bew 1 am. Lam 

| — very dark apprehenfions concerning myſelf: F 
wiſh: I could give you a diſtindt account how it is 
with me. I am certain I am a very great inner 
but I am not certain how God will deal with me. 
His terror makes me afraid; yet his goſpel ſome- 
how preſerves me from dark deſpair, hough ſome- 
times I think I am upon the brink of it. © t 
Tias. Pray, dear brother, What is it char carries | 

you; to the borders of ſuch darkneſs ? 

Davies. Sir, hen I conſider the ſpirituality of 
| God's law, and how carnal I am; how it requires 


the Freatelt purity, not only of life and converſa- 


tion, but of all the inclinations of the ſoul, and 
thoughts of the heart, yet how baſe. and vile I am; 
wel wounded ſpirit links under the load 


f My 
ry : 1 Ho = . A "Y 1 37 


= bn 
> pr 


e 0 CA WY TA 


© 


f 
9 
1 
; 
* 


* 


* 
Dial. 5. Social Religion xæXxEMTII II: 213 


, ee e ee eee, 
too heavy for me to bear. 

Yefan. You know: what errand Chriſt came up- 
on: - Suppoſe' you are{ the greateit of ſinners upon 
earth; yet, it is a faithful ſaying, and worthy- of 
acceptatior, that Chraſt came into the world to ws 


ſave me. — But I read in his word of fins not to 
be pardoded: And I am ready to fear my fins look 
like ſuch; They are fo againſt knowledge and re- 
ſolution, and wit too much liking and approba- 
tion. * 

- Yefan. We can never be totally delivered from 
what approves of ſin, till we are totally delivered 
from the being of fin. As for knowledge, it is 
what every believer ſins againſt more or leſs. You 
know our Lord ſays, that “ all manner of fins 


and blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven to the children 


« of mn, except the &/a/phemy againſt the Holy 


66 Ghoft. ”” (p) 
_ Duwiol, Sir, that is the fin, which I am often 


ready to conclude I am guilty of. Could I but 
ſatisfaQorily fee myſelf out of the reach of that, 


it would be a wonderful relief to me. 
Ian. Whatever that fin was, you muſt own 


(for our Lord poſitively declares it) that a manner 
of ſins but that ſhall be pardoned, to ſome or other 


of the children of men. 
Duwiol. Yes, Sir, that I muſt own. 
Yefan. The Phariſees ſaid of Jeſus, This fel- 


0 


40 low doth not caſt out devils, but by Beelzebub 


| "66 the 
(9), 2 Tim, 1. 159 "t8:) Mibs ton. 


tie chief of finners. (0) > "8 
Duwiol. Ay, Sir, the chief indeed, if ever, he 


* 


& 
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„ the prince of the devils.“ (q) This was their un f 
pardonable fin. Now, dear brother, let me afk you, | 
5 did you ever thus exviouſy, and” with indignation, 
FE Anis Foſur Chrift ? And let me add, “ that the 
| Py tender concern, leſt yon ſhould have been ' guilty 
| af it, ſeems to 4raply ſuch a reverence. for Chriſt 

1 + ec and the goſpel, and ſuch remaining operations 
| of the Spirit on your heart, as plainly prove: 


| bes ve emi e rant Moe 
n — Dawiol. My dear and honoured Teacher, bleſſed 
J be God ! there is a vaſt load ſenſibly removed from 
; my ſoul: And though under clouds, it is fupport- 


bt | ing to ſee that my fins are pardonable.— May I never 
Wit forget the goodneſs of the Moſt High! And may I, 
im as the chief of ſinners, caſt all that concerns me for 
time and eternity, upon the all- ſufficient Saviour! 
1 Nys. Oh! my dear brother, what hath God 
We - - -wrought! It is he that proclaims liberty to the cap- 
. tives, and the opening of the priſon-doors to them 
that are bound? And unto you he hath given beau- 
ty for aſhes. I hope we ſhall eternally exalt his 
name together. But, Cariadus, pray where is your 
| le which you ſaid hath of late re under 
concern about his ſoul? 

Cariadus. Sir, d will call him, hs is not 0 off, 

comes. | 
Tan. Come Hut. for I know your name, 
whoc are you under concern of mind about? Is it 

your 444603 Weg 
Hue 


. YR 


44) Matt, alle, 24. 


* See Doppn2pEn' Lectures. Lect, elxxxili. N 
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himſelf; and fo is God and man in one perſon 
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 Hyddyſe. I do not know, ; 1 never was in my 
life as I am now, Sir. 

Teen. How are you now?” 

8 I cannot tell ; only I am troubled and 


uneaſy, Sir 


Yefan. What makes 50u troubled * 
Hyddyſe. My father's great diſtreſs, Sir; for 1 
could not bear to ſee my father ſo; and I thougbt 
if he was in danger / was in much more. 
Yefan. And what did you do when you though: 
yourſelf to be in danger? 
Hyday/c. nee 
cry to God to ſave my father and me too. 
Ye/an. And how do you think to be ſaved? | 
Hyddy/c. I do not know, Sir; but I think he that 
can ſave me, knows how to ſave me. My parents 


rie talked of Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour, and I 


- deſire he will ſave me. 

Yefan. Who is Jeſus Chriſt? : 

Hyadyic. I do not know, Sir; 21 is 
the Sawour. 

Cariadus. Sir, he hath been a 3 hes, 
and never would regard any thing till this diſtreſs 
came upon his father: And he never ftrove to 
underſtand what his maſter and we made him learn 
by rote of the principles of religion: But may 
poor heart now be thoroughly bent for God! 

Leun. My dear youth, remember that yow/Jye 
a great ſinner by nature and practice, and. ſo -ut- 
terly andone; That jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 


God, according to his divine nature the Eternal 


God, but took our nature into perſbnal union with 
fs 


* 
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the wages of ſin; but the bands of death could not 


_ detain him, therefore he aroſe from the dead, and 


aſcended to heaven, and ſends the Holy Spirit to 
convert and ſanctify poor ſinners. — He can inſtru 


the minds of children. I hope you will not, as 


you have done, neglect the means of grace, but 
deſire God tohelp you to make the be. improve» 
ment of -them. 

Tuxx others of the family were called, to —— 
ſeverally he ſpoke what he thought moſt proper 
and expedient: And ſo, after a very ſuitable af- 
fectionate prayer, he, in the tendereſt Chriſtian love, 
took. his leave of them all. 

- Neophytus, Well! what treaſures \ Chriſtian Tra- 
chers ſhould be furniſhed with, that they may bring 


2] forth things new and old to fathers, young men 


and children, as the caſe requires! — Now, how did 
the Ruling Elders viſit? - 
| Epenetus, The 4Tracher made ſeveral more viſits 
that day, among Jome of the godly poor; ſtrength- 
ening their hands, and worſhipping God with them. _ 
And alſo in one place or two he viſited where 
ſome -notions inconſiſtent with the © goſpel were 
ſpringing up, of which I ſhall not at preſent give 
account, becauſe perhaps upon their obſtinacy 


in ſinful opinions we may have occaſion to men- 


tio the more publick concern of the church with 
hereafter. Beſides, I have tired you ſuffici- 
ently for this time: Evening is upon us, and our 
families are waiting. My dear brethren and neigh- 
 bours, 5 e of Zian's King be with us all! 
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DIALOGUE VL 


Account of the Ruli's Elders? wifits. They had no 
fixed days, One of them wifits Diwall; reprover 
\ him for his worldly-mindedne/s, &c. Another Elder 
Vita other families; reproves a ſervant for eye-/er- 
vice, Ac; which was attended with: good effet. 
The Ruling Elders in/þe# the walk and. conver/a+ 
| tion of the people. The Deacons diftribute anihng 
. the poor what was collected. Inflancer of private 

offences, and the effenders recovered by private ad- 

monitions. Tnftances of offenders, not reclaimed by 


«  frivate reprooft, brought before the church. Publick 


. admonition and excommunication. pe | t 


PRIIALET HES. 


EIGH BO URS and brethren, I am glad to 
ſee you all ſo well and chearful, and the time 
ſo well obſerved. But Neophyrus (ſuch is his zeal) 


got the ſtart of us, em 


dilatory. 
' Neophytus, 1 have not been here many minutes 
before you; but am glad you are all come, A 


- queſtion of mine, propoſed. at the cloſe of the laſt 


opportunity, was paſſed by unnoticed: But I am ſo 
well, acquainted with your condeſcending friendſhip, 


that 1 am not ſo much as tempted to think it 


a 4s. ay 
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was diſcained; ſo I reſolved on being here time 


enough, that I might repeat it before any thing 
elſe offers, — Pray, dear Ae, how! did the Ru- 


ling Elders viſit? 

Epenetus. They had not their fixed favs to re- 
ceive viſits, as the reaching Elders had, but every 
day was to them alike. If they were not found at 
home one day, the perſons who ſought them might 


come another, or leave their requeſt that they 


would pleaſe to vifit them, Their doors were always 
open for any that came on the concern of Chriſt's 
kingdom. Many, under the firſt work of God up- 
on their hearts, did chooſe to uſe freedom with 


them firſt, Complaints and grievances were gene- 


rally brought to them, and very often by their pru- 
dent endeavours were ſo removed, that the preach- 


N 85 ing Elders never heard of them. Didwyll, being 
a perſon in years, was generally at home and at 
leiſure to receive Chriſtian "viſits: He was alſo - 


wiſe and prudent, and very capable of giving the 
beſt advice. As for Diwyd and Dyfal, there was 


no end of their labour abroad, from family to fa- 
mily, from perſon to perſon, diligently diſcharging 


their! truſt and duty, Gruffadd, being a perſon of 
ſtrong faith, was of great uſe, to them all under 


e rials: And . were all men of 


prayer. 


Neophytus. Will you pleaſe to favqur us with an 


inſtance or two of their work and way? ; 
Epenetus. You mult obſerve then that D al, « one 


day on "his viſits, entered the houſe of one. Diwall, 
a perſon thought to be too negligent in ſeveral 659 
* e but who received. the Elder very | 


— kindly Ys 


” —_ * _ +. doin... ov 
Þ * 
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kindly, as. did alſo the family. After. a little dmg 
in common diſcourſe, ſays the Elder 

Dyfal, Come, brother Diwall, let us ideen aug 
time to ſome religious purpoſe: Yau have 
planted in the houſe of the Lord now ſome. time; 0 | 
and how do you: flouriſh in his court??? , 

Diwall. 1 hope well; I know more than I did, 
and have good words come to me, and good thoughts 
upon them: 80 I hope I flouriſh, I love to hear. 
both our Bi/hops always; and I was greatly. pleaſed 
of late co hear our Paſtor ſay, That he who did, 
not provide for his. own family, had. denied the 
faith, and was worſe than an REI And indeed 
I think ſo too. | 

Elder. It is a certain truth TRA generally ſpeak- 


ing, perſons who neglect their families, and tho 


duties of their particular callings as men, do, not- 


withſtanding their much talk about religion, live 
in the neglect of the duties of their calling aa 


Chriſtians. Thoſe, who are ſlothful in buſineſs, are 
never truly fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord. But es 
are two ſorts of duties that perſons owe to their 
families; each very neceſſary, and in their proper 
place very. beautiful, 

Diwall, Ves, Sir, like enough; and I hope 1 
know, and am found in both, as I have time, and 
as the caſe requires. 

Elder. I. mean a wiſe, moderate, well-tempered . 
care to provide the neceſſaries of life for them, 
and that in. ſuch a way and manner as may con- 
vince them, that this world is not our portion; 
and then a holy, diligent and zealous attendance 


on the duties of religion, in ſuch a way as may 


* L 2 convince 
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convince 'them that we ſeek the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs in the firſt and principal place, 
He that does not do this, does not Provide for 
* own family. 

, 'Dixwall. True, I often tell them fo; that reli- 
gion is the rincipal thing, and that they muſt die 
ere long and leave this world, 

Elder, To be free, permit me to aſk you, in 
the name of Zion's King, who makes it my duty, 
- do you conſtantly and regularly worſhip God in and 
with your family? inſtruct your children and ſer- 
vants? put them N gr 2906 and allow them pro-: 
per time? | 

Diwall. Bir, I attempt it as well as I can; 
all people cannot do alike; and I cannot always da 
as I would: But my wife knows my endeayours tq 
| diſcharge all my duties. 

- Elder. Siſter el, (for that was her nan) how 
is it with you in your ſoul ? and how proſpers re: 
ligion in your family ? 

el. Lam but very low from day to day; of. 
ten diſeouraged, but through mercy not left: For 
at times I am refreſhed in publich ordinances, though 
my comfort, by ſome means or other, is like the 
morning cloud, and my religious reſolutions are too 
much like the early dew. As to religion in our 
family, my ſoul deſires to ſee more of it. I am 
afraid our houſe is not ſo with God as it ought 
ta be.' | 
Diwall. why, wife, you WY I pray in the 
family, and often read; and 9 81 of good things 


das, as well as 1 can, 
. 77 


a 
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Nel. We do not always pray; and when we do, 
it is ſeldom in a ſeaſonable hour, and I am afraid 
never with ſuch a ſavoury ſpirit, and evangelical fear, 
as become all the duty; as I have before now told 
you weeping: _ 

Elder. Ah, brother Diwall, I am Wo SR to hw 
this account: The God of the families of 1/fraetl 
have mercy on you, and on your poor family alſol 
What, not pray always! And when you do, yet 
ſeldom in a ſeaſonable hour! 

Diwall. Why, Sir, buſineſs, it may * calls me 
out in a morning, and perhaps I am not withig till 
afternoon; and then, ſometimes buſineſs keeps me 
out late; and you know that muſt be minded. 

Elder. Ah, brother! If your heart were thos 
roughly bent for prayer, you would follow the Apoſ= 
tle's rule; Watching thereunto with all perſeverance z 
when called out betimes, you would get your fami- 
ly together betimes; and when out, would make all 
poſlible haſte to be at home i in ſeaſonable time. But 
how do you do at meals? God ſhould be reverently 
acknowledged before we eat, and when we are res 
| freſhed: Is that part of duty regularly kept up? 

Diwall. Ves, Sir, when I am with them; but I 
am not always preſent, and often, when, at homes. 
we do not eat together. 

Elder. Pray, Siſter el, how is it with you - 28 
to that duty when your huſband is not with you? 

Nil. Truly, Sir, very indifferent; I am but a 
poor woman, and generally diſheartened: And I 
often tell my ſon Arianol, that he ſhould own God 
in our food and refreſhment; but he never does. 

Ear. Hark you, Anianol; do not you think is 


L 3 18 
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is your duty to crave a blefling on your food, and 
return thanks when you are refreſhed? - You are 
not a child; you have often heard your duty in 
publiek ſermons; and I know your maſter Etgar, 
when you were with him, gave you the beft inſtruc- 
nons. I hope you are convinced it is the Lord 
that gives you your daily bread, and can make 
your table a 'blefſing. 

_ Amianedl, I do not know, Sir. 

Elder. No! Did you not hear our Paftor, laſt 
Lord's day obſerve, That every thing is ſantified to us 
by the word of God and prayer? and that we 
mould therefore pray to God for a blefling on our 
food, left our table become a ſnate to us? | 

Anianol. I was not there. 

Flarr. Sreing T can afk you, with your ors 
leave, (and even exclufive of that I ſhould ak Tt 


= duty) Pray where were you? 
' ftfancl. Taking a harmleſs walk with a fer 


_ @quaintance in the field, Sir. 

Har. And can you ſay that it is a RP 
thing to negle& the worſhip of God, and Oe 
the Lord's day? 

Ananol. Sir, there are great numbers that take 
that liberty, and we were a confiderable company, 
but I know of no harm that we did. 

'"Eler. Can you think that fin is no harm? 

" Anianol, Sir, people cannot 4% or fen and be 
harmleſs; but we ny neither, ſo I think we finned 
not. 


Fler. Pray, young man, tell me what is un? 
Axianol. To do ſuch wickednefs; but I never 


| aid it, and b I never ſhall. * 
y 1 par | 2745. 
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Elzer. Then you will never want a Saviour, to 

ſave you from fin? 3 

Aniasel. I am no greater ſinner than others, 
that I know of; and I ſhall fare as they do. 
Elder. Our Preaching Elders have had talk with 
you; do you remember any thing they ſaid? 

Anianol. They ſaid I was a finner, and undone 
without a Saviour, but I cannot ſee much into it. 

Elder. How can you tell then, but the SAA 
of your mind may be your ſin and miſery alſo? 

'  Hniandl, I do not know for that. 

Elder. Then, poor youth, let me tell you it is 
ſo. Sin hath brought that blindneſs upon you, 
and by fin you run more and more into darkneſs. 
It is a very awful account tlie ſcripture gives us of 
perſons in your caſe; Having the underflanding dark» 
ened, being alienated from the life of God through the ig- 
morance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
hearts. (r) I alſo tell you, Anianxol, that as yon 
are a inner by nature and practice, fo there is ſal- 
vation in none but Chriſt. And, obſagye, all he 
ſaves, he converts and fancties. And the ordinzsy 
method he makes uſe of for theſe important ends, 
is the miniſtry of his word. Therefore, as an Elder 
in the church of Chriſt, I reprove you for profaning 
the Lord's day, and for neglecting a moſt reaſonable 
duty, while you partake of the bounties of heaven. 
Conſider your ways, Anianel, and repent. Remember 
profane E/au, who deſpiſed his birthright, and take 
warning,—If you perũſt in ſuch methods the church 
As | L 4 | | muſt 


(r) Epb, iv. 18. 
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muſt take notice of your caſe. May the compaſſion- 


ate Redeemer give you ſpeedy repentance |! 

Tux ſpeaking to the maid-ſervant, he ſaid, come 
Prudd, ( for that was her name ) how is it with you 
in your foul? I hope the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy 


to you? 


Prudd. I would be very thankful for a name 


in his houſe, which I hope. is an everlaſting one 


that ſhall not be cut off. It is not always alike 
with me, as to ſenſible enjoy ments, but it is my deſire 


to walk with Ged. I thank you fir, for your kind- 


| neſs, and beg your prayers. 


Elter. I muſt take the liberty to ſpeak a es 
to your apprentice. Come, Moc/el, , you are the 
child of godly parents, how is it with you as to the 
great concerns of religion? 

Meerfel. I cannot tell you, Sir: Many hacekth 

paſs through my heart, but they do not take much 
hold of me, nor I of them. 
_ Elder, But are you under no frouble of mind 
chat you are ſo confuſed, and at thoſe uncertainties; 3 
ſeein God ſays, My Son give me thy heart? (s) 

* Moeſol. Sometimes I am diftrefſed ; but that trou- 


ble paſſes away like all the reſt. My parents uſed 
to tell me, that I ſhould ſeek firſt the ingdom of 


God; but things appear to me now as if I were to 
make this world my principal concern, if I obſerve 


my maſter, - and do as he bids me. 


Elder. But I hope your maſter bids you to read 


and pray, at proper times; and that he inftrud 
you in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. 


Mocſol. 


( 5) Prov, l. 26. 
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. Moeſol. Sir, my maſter is preſent, and ean tell. 
you what he does. As for proper times, it is di- 
cult to find them; for I am up very early and 
late: And I think myſelf hard taſked; and when 


| inclined to read a little before going to bed, I am 


allowed no candle: Every Lord's day indeed 1 call 
at my father's, and there am made to read a chap- , 
ter or twO. 

Diwall. Sir, in keeping him cloſe to work, I da. 
but my duty; and he is like to be the better for 
it. I never knew work hurt any body ; idleneſs tends 
to nothing but ruin: As for candle, I think to al- 
low him one late at night is needleſs, waſteful, 
and dangerous: I bid him be a good boy, and ſerve 
God, which he may do without a candle. 

Elder. Ah! my friend, things are not with you. 
as they ſeemed to promiſe once: Your very e 
fions betray you, — You do not keep up the wor- 


| ſhip of God in your family, as you ought; your, 


wife, I know, is much grieved; your ſon, awfully 
hardened, is a ftranger to the principles of the ora - 
cles of God; and your poor ſervant is /favi/hly uſed, 
while you make him ſerve with rigour. Poor fel-. 
low, he is willing to ſerve you, nor is he averſe 
to the ſervice of God; but you ſeem to deal with 


him as if God muſt have no part of his time. 


Be it known to you, that your maſter alſo is in 


heaven, nor is there reſpe& of perſons with him. 


And though your ſervant does not want food, yet 
ſeeing you. allow him no time for God's worſhip, . 
nor teach him therein, you do not give him pro- 
perly 2 what is juſt and 9180 (t) 1 charge 
L 5 _— 

It) Cal. iv, I 
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zun here before you, to ſerve you in ſingleneſs of 
heart, fearing God; and I charge yow here before 
him, and the reſt of your family to continue in 
prayer, and watch in the fame with thankſgiving. 
Inſtruc your family, and fludy their welfare, — F - 
hope you wilt take this well at my hands; as it is 
a duty I owe to the Lord and to you. I wiſh it was 
performed better. I truſt the Lord will enable me 
to remember you all before the throne of grace; 
and may you be helped to pray for me, who am 
5 „ for my work, and often fo diſcouraged 
n 

Pe r ale: sir, you will go to prayer with 
us, How you" are here; and I take your viſit and 
freedom as a Kindneſs: I with we may receive ad- 
vantage thereby. 
Uros this the Z/Ze&r thanked him for accepting: 
his fervice; and prayed a moſt affectionate prayer, 
nitntioning every particular caſe with great enlarge- 
ment and many tears. And when he bad dene, 
he gave the beft advice to each in particular, and 

lly cautioned Diwall againſt exceſſive love to 

the? things of this world: Then, with tender con- 
cord, Took his leave of them all. 
Weiphytus, What an encouragement muſt it be to 
Paſtors and Teachers, to have foch Flders to aflift 
them!—To reflect that, while hey are giving at- 
tendance to reading, exhortation and doctrine, — 
ſtudying to divide the word of trath afight,— no- 
ter part of Chriſt's kingdom ſuffers not, but is 

attended to by He/pers of Chriſt's appointment! 
 "Phifaltthis, And I am thinking what a comfort 


it _ to a poor church to ſee itſelf under the 
care 
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care of ſo many faithful overſeers. It is a pro- 
miſed privilege; I have ſet warchmen upon thy 
Walls, O Jeruſalem, who ſhall never hold their 
« peace day nor night.” (u) Again; There ſhall be 
& a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephrain 
« ſhall cry, ariſe ye, and let us go up to Zion 
“ unto the Lord our God.” (w) 
 Fpenttus. The Elder, Dyfal, viſited ſome more 
families before he returned home: And fo he 
turned into a brother's houſe, whoſe name was 
Y/prydel, whom he found well and chearful. After 
ſome profitable talk on /eriptiire and expericace, but 


* be fore they went to prayer, ſays Y/prydol, Sir, if 
you pleaſe, patiently hear a ſmall concern between 


us and our ſervant here preſent. We do not queſ- 
tion her piety, in the main; ſhe hath been a mem- 
ber with us, you know, for ſome time. She ſpeaks 
of Chtiſt with affection, and attends family worſhip 
with zeal, and I believe is of uſe to the children. 

In every path of duty I would give her due en- 
couragement: But there are ſome things which 
fomewhat grieve me, nor can I prevail upon her to 
teform them; if I could, you ſhould not have heard 
of them. — he does not do our ſervice in our ab- 
ſence, as if we were preſent, and makes ſome of 
her acquaintance too welcome with the beſt things in 


our houſe that ſhe can come at, without our leave. 


Dzfal, the Elder, ſaid to her, Hawddpar, ( for 
that was her name) I am ſorry there ſhould be any 
unealineſs in any Chriſtian family, and it will be 
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to the honour of thoſe, who have any hand therein, 


immediately to reform, Here are two things laid 
to your charge; — Pray how do you improve your 
time when your maſter and miſtreſs are abſent? 

. Hawddgar. Not vainly, Sir; I ſhould be under 
a great deal of guilt if 1 did ſo: But you know 
I am bound to redeem all the time I ean for read- 
ing and prayer, and I cannot ſo well do it when 
they are in the Ways .. 

| Elder. What, is your place ſo very hard? Do 
they allow you: no time for religious duties? 

\ Hawddgar. I cannot ſay that my place i is hard: 
And muſt own, that I have ſome opportunities 
for religious exerciſes; but ftill want more time 
than I have; and can think none ſo proper as 
when I am moſt alone. 

Elder. And what if- God ſhould ay to you, Who 
bath required this at your hands? . You grant that 
you have opportunities for private worſhip, a pri- 
vilege fome would be glad of; yet you ſay, You 


would have more time. But you have % your time 


to your maſter and miſtreſs, and they pay you for 

J can you imagine that God calls you to do 
bt injuſtice ? Is it poſſible that your conſcience 
ſhould ; not tell you, at thoſe ſeaſons you ſay you 


| improve for religious ends, . Now thou art doing & 


« wrong ; thou art doing as thou wouldeſt not be 
« done by; thou art defrauding thy maſter and 
«« miſtreſs of their time, and they muſt pay thee 
« for their own ?”” You doubtleſs remember the 


rule; - Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
maſters according to the fleſh, with fear and iremb- 
— 155 in Hoch of | heart, as unte Ghrift ; not with 


Erz- 


” as 


y ay 
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Eye-$ERVICE as men-fleaſers, but as the ſervants of 


| Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart, with 


good. cuill doing ſervice as to the Lord and not to men; 
knowing that whatſoever good thing any man doth, 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free. (x) You ſee it is not the Lord's will 
you ſhould do as you have done: You may expect 
more of his preſence in a diligent improvement o 
your time in your proper ſervice, — But you alſo 
take unjuſt freedom with things that are not your 
own; pray, what do you ſay to that? 

Hawddgar. Why, Sir, 1 live with a brother in 
chriſtianity; and thought I could be more free there, 
than if I lived with Heathen nien who would take 
an advantage of it: And when I gave any thing, - 
it was but to entertain ſome dear religious perſons, 
to whom my maſter and miſtreſs, * as myſelf, 

owe love and reſpect. 

un. Let as many ſervants as are under the yole, 

count their own maſters worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and his doirine be not blaſphemed. And 
they that have believing maſters, let them not deſpiſe 
them becauſe they are brethren, but RATHER do them 


without leave or order. Exhort Servants to be obe- 


| dient unto their own maſters, and to pleaſe them well 


in all things ; not anſwering again, not PURLOINING, 
But  ſhewing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. (2) Pur- 
* is waking (or giving away) the property of 

another 
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another without leave. 80 that you may plainly ſee; 
your practice is condemned by the word of - Got! 
And as for thoſe who come, when they think you 
are alone, to be entertaĩined, under pretence of Chriſ- 
tian converſation; they are no better than Plunder- 
ers, and give too evident indications that heir God 
is their belly. Wherefore 1 do, in the name of Chriſt, 
reprove you for your miſcondut, And when you 
fee” thoſe wear” religious pir ſens again, Pray reprove 
them fharply for their fm. 

Hawdagar. Sit, I did not think it had been thus; 
but am ſorry at my heart that I have atted fo. I 
have wronged my maſter and miſtreſs, and know not 
Bow to make them amends. May God keep me from 
all appearance of ſuch "evils any more! 
Hprhue. That is amende enbugh to us, Havodd. 
gar, we deſire nb other? And we Mute" you, chat 
what time we can ſpare any day for the edification 
or your foul; it mall upon your requeſt be granted 
vos; and if a chriſtian friend come to Tee you, and 
"dts effect, only alle” for it and he malt be 
cordially welrome. | 
Haag. Sir, 1 am AGE) of myſelf; 2 
return thanks for your chfiſtian tenderneſs. 

Tai the” Flair prafetl with and for them all, 
aud iff tender chriſtan love took his leave. After 
viſiting a poor chriſtian family or two more, 
Ktenzththing their hands in God, he rin od 
Bis own 'houfe, 

' Nrophytaz., But pray, dear Eptretus, Ar you pleats 
to give us an inſtance in each of the Ruling Elders 
diſcharging the duty of chriſian viſits? And will 

£4 . 
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it be agreeable to give us ſome ſhort account of the 
Deacons, in their work towards the poor. 

Epenetus. Whatever belonged to the walk ms 
converſation of the people, fell direftly under the 
care and inſpection of the Ruling Elzers.* But, as 
it would be endlefs, ſo I think it is needleſs to 
inftance iti the viſits of ether Elders. — But as for 
the Deacons, if my neighbours defire it, [ ſhall be 
willing to give a ſhort account of them. 

Theophilus, By all means, Epenetus. 

Epenitus, The charitable collections of the church 
and aſſembly being made, and the diſtributions there- 
of to the ſeveral poor fixed, by the common con- 
ſent of Elder, and Deatons, as they thought moſt 
requiſite ; — the Deacons always took away with them 
what was allowed for their reſpective divifibns, and ſo 
diſtributed to individuals their feveral portions, with 
chearfulneſs and ſpeed. — And (to give you a ſpe- 
cimen) one day Tirien, one of the Deacons, went 
to viſit ſome of the poor, and took with him their 
reſpective portions; and ſo, entering the mean ha- 
bitation of one Gwaftad, a very poor man, yet very 
conſtant under his Redeemer's yoke, ſays the Deacon 


to him, Brother, how do you do? and how does 


your aged yoke-fellow do? 
 Gwvaftad. Ah, brother Tirion, are you come to 
viſit us? We are, through mercy, as well as can 
be expected, under our prevailing infirmiries: Our 
houſes of clay decay apace. | 
Deacon. How is it with you in the i#tmorral 
mat cannot decay? For the houſe of clay, tough 
1 fearfully 
des Dial; i, page 2c & 
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fearfully and wonderfully made, is but a temporary 

tabernacle. : | 
Gwaſtad. Truly it is to us as if both decayed, 

for our memory and capacity fail us much. 

Deacon. When the moſt ſkilful hand attempts to 
work with broken or worn out tools, his work will 
not appear much to his praiſe, But what an amazing 
mercy, that our tender Redeemer will not ſuffer our 
faith to fail, though its 424, may be interrupted ! 

- Gwaftad. Ay, a mercy indeed; Chriſt is the au- 
thor and finiſher of faith. Comerimes I have thought 
my faith grew weaker, becauſe ſenfble enjoyments 
ſeemed to withdraw ; vet I am taught to know that 
faith's great concern is with Chriſt, who is the fan- 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. This i is very precious 
to us both, and, while under ſenſible decays, we 
converſe on it with pleaſure. 

% Deacon. Then I hope you are comfortable i in your 
"ſouls? 

Gaal. Through grace, we are fedately chear- 
ful; and my poor wife is favoured with more fore- 
taſtes of heaven than I am. The other day, all on 
a addeti, ſhe cried out, I ſee him! 1 ſee him! Said 
I, Who do you ſee? She replied, The King, the King 
in his beauty! He is crowned with glory and lo- 
wour! Oh, I long to be with him! —— Come, my 
wife, can you ell out dear friend here, how it was 
with you then? 

Sirio (for that was her name) anſwered, No 98 
huſband, I cannot. Indeed it is not gone from me, 
like that great king's dream (what was his name?) 
for through mercy 1 remember it, and ſomething of 
die favour of it remain: in my ſoul; But I cannot 
pul 
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put into words what I then felt. And though I am 
not, as then, on the mount, yet I can ſay, through 

ce, that Jeſus Chriſt is very precious to me. He 
is my wiſdom, my righteouſneſs, my ſtrength, my 
worthineſs, my portion: He is my heaven and my 
all. Oh! the lines are fallen to me in pleaſant 
places, and I have a goodly heritage. I have and 
abound ; bleſſed be the Lord, bleſſed be the Lord 
for ever! 

Deacon. The church and Elders give their lovs 

to you, and this. 
| Gwoaftad. What conſtant treaſon have we to ad- 
mire the care of our Redeemer, that he ſhould 
put it into the hearts of his dear ſervants to ſend. 
to us before we want! How great is his goodneſs 
which he lays up for us! We admire his care and 
love in your tenderneſs and kindneſs, that poor un- 
worthy We ſhould be thus regarded! 
Deacon. I bleſs God, that he deals ſo bountifully 
with you; for indeed it refreſhes my ſpirit. I carry 
more away with me than I brought. May your joy 
mote and more abound! The preſence of the Lord 
be with you! 

G % Nay, dear Sade if your time will 
permit, 1 beg you would go to prayer with us be- 
fore you depart. —- Which he did. 

" Chriftephilut, Well, 1 ſee it is poſſible a perſon 
may be very poor, and yet very happy! What a 
palace was this! Here the King of glory made his 
abode! What rich furniture ! What bright robes! 
What delicious refreſhments were here! — It is im- 
cond to take an inventory of What ſuch do en joy: 

. — ut 
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 =But pray, Fpthetus, proceed; I hope you have not 


done with the Deacon yet. 
Epenetut. No; he called upon züdther por fa 


milly. And, entering the houſe, he aſked them how - 


tlity did? The man of the houſe, whoſe name was 

Galarus, atifivered, I thank you, we, are but ſor- 
rowful: Yet I muſt own it is a mercy it is no worſe 
with us. I am under bodily pains that much affect 
my mind; my wife is always feeble and much in- 
diſpoſed; and our child here, though grown up, is 
not able- to get his bread by reaſon of weakneſs ; 
we are poor and afflicted. 

Deacon. Well, dear brather, that is what the Lord 
promiſes in one place; 7 will 40% leave in the midft 
of thee an Side ard poor people, and they ſhall truft 
in the name of the Lord. (a) To be rich in faith 
is to be rich indeed! — I am juſt come from brother 
Gwaftad and his wife, and they are as poor as you 
can be, yet are as chearful as. birds of day. —Come, 
you have the ſame reaſon, through grace, to tri- 
umph. Your portion is great, and the allictions of 
the preſent time are nat worthy to be | 
with the glory that ſhall. be revealed. * 

Galarus. That is ſome ſupport indeed, that our 
| aliftions. are not always to laſt: But 1 think God 


gives us leaue to groan under them, while they are 
upon us. | 

Deacon. True, he would have us be fentbie of 
his hand, and” of our trials; but it is a very eaſy 
| thing to exceed. in groans | and complaints. There 
are two extremes to be avoided, the one is to die- 


Heilt 
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Jie the chaſtenings of the Lord, and the other is to 
Faint, when rebuked of him. I hope the Lord will 
dear you up in the mid/? of the path of judgment. 
 Galarus. When we think of years paſt, and pre- 
ſent circumſtances, our hearts fink; and we wonder 
wherefore we are continued in this world? | 
" Deacon. Ah, dear brother, you greatly miftake 
things; the time paſt of your life was not the moſt 
honourable part of it. Then indeed you appeared 
more active and vigorous, and a you are called 
to magnify the name of your glorious Lord in the 
exerciſe of patience; that you may be perfe#, and 
entire, lacking nothing. Chriſt is your Lord, and we 
are your ſervants. 

Galarus, Doſt thou hear, wife? Our kind brother 
here ſays, we are raiſed to I know not what dighity, 
and have I know not how many fervants: Doſt 
thou think ſo, wife? 

'Trift (for that was her nate) wfoejed, Really 
I do not know; there are many my#eries belonging 
to the chriſtian religion, and _— aps this is one of 
them. I often thought, that if we ſoffered the will 
of the Lord atight, we ſhould not be deſtitute of 
comfort. A perſon in ſuffering God's will, honours 
kim; and I remember he ' ſays, Them that honvur 


nut, I ewwill honour, For my part, I wiſh I could get 


over my forrow: I hope I am very willing to be 
poor, and would admire the care of God, and the 
kindneſs of his people towards us in our poverty; 3 
bat the weaknefs of my poor child Aar me more 
than any thing. 
Dtacon. Chriſt ſaid to one of his diſciples, What 
J do, thou knoweft not now, but thou ſhalt know here- 
after. * 


2 
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Her. There are many things in providence, that 
the moſt penetrating minds upon earth cannot ex- 
plore: But there is one truth very plain, if you 
and I can but believe itz and whether we receive 
it or no, it is au everlaſting truth, viz. That what- 
ever Go goth, is right and beft. It is beſt you ſhould 
be as you are; and it is beſt your ſon ſhould be as 
he is: Every thing worketh for good. It would have 
been a greater grief to you to ſee him abu/ing a 
ſtate of health and ſtrength. Hereby, I am fully 
perſuaded, the Lord doth his foul good. Do not 
you hope ſo yourſelf, young man! 

Cy/fuddiol (for fo he was called) anſwered; Truly, 
Sir, I am not without hope about it. The Eternal 
God is, doubtleſs, infinitely wiſe and good: I wiſh 
I "I more of him, and of his ſalvation! 1 know 
I am a poor ſinner, and that there is no way to 
heavenly glory but Chriſt, Theſe things I think 
1 a little, and am willing to leave all with the 
; Dactes, Well faid, my dear young man: Chriſt 
and any condition; I ſay it again, Chriſt and any 
condition! Come, brother Galarus, you ſee the 
dear Redeemer regards vou all; how can you be 
unhappy ? He hath given you himſelf, and how. can 


you be poor? God hath given you the eye of faith, 


that can view the lories within the veil: Make 
conſtant uſe of it. The church and Elders ordered 
their love to be membered; and this 


Come, I have a little timo before me, let us wor- 
IS Bp * W. 
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Trift. Oh! I thank you, dear Sir: I remember 
laſt time you were here, you could moe go to prayer, 
your ſtay was ſo ſhort. 

Uron this he went to prayer, —afterwards took 
his leave, — viſited one place more, — and fo re- 
turned to his habitation, 

Theophilus, I return you many thanks, dear Epe, 
netus, for complying ſo readily with my requeſt, and 
giving us ſo diſtinct a relation of Social Religion i in 
chriſtian viſits. 

Neophytus, If Epenetus pleafe, and with the good 
leave of the company, I would further requeſt a a 
brief account of private offences, that probably oc- 
curred among theſe profeſſing brethren. 

Epenetus, 1 ſhall then gratify my young friend, 
which I am perſuaded will not be ungrateful to the 
company. Upon a time, in ſome diſcourſe which 
Egwan (of whom you have heard ſomething before) 
and one Hyderus had, wherein they differed in opi - 
nion; the latter told the former, that he was an 
inſignificant fellow, whoſe thoughts were not to be 


regarded. FEgwan ſaid in anſwer, that he took it 


very ill of him. The other replied, You may take 
it as you pleaſe: So their converſation ended in a 
cloud. Egwan had but little reſt that night. ls it 
ſo then, ſays he to himſelf; and yet did Chriſt re- 
deem me? Did the Spirit of the Lord viſit my heart? 
Did the church of Chriſt receive me? And muſt [ 
{though weak and feeble) be called inflonificant ? 
Foſſed through the night with much uneaſineſs, he 
thought to go in the morning to one of the Elderg 
to complain. He got up, and (as uſual) in the fir 
place committed himſelf to God: But while he was 
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at prayer, mourning over his preſent uneaſineſs; 
that word came into his. mind, I thy brother ſhall 
treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alaze. - He quickly ſaw, that it. was 
not his immediate. buſineſs to divulge it to any body, 
no not to an Elder; but to, go directly to the bro- 
ther who. gave him the offence, Accordingly, he 
deſired God to give him meekneſs of wiſdom from 
above, and to bleſs, his deſign: So he went ta Hy- 
derus, and ſpoke to him as follows: | 
Egwan: Brother, I have had à very; uneaſy night; 


. you' ſpoke, I think, very unadviſedly with your lips, . \ 
to ſay no worſe of it: Vou have grieved me much, | 
and ſurely you have ſinned againſt God. I have d 
judged: it my duty to come and have ſome talk with : 
you about it; and have mentioned it to none but the a 
Lord. Vou know you called me, in diſdain, Au in- re 
fignificant. fellow. Pray, what do you think of the 

— expreſſion, and of the ſpirit in which it was ſpoken? ö 

Hyderus, * Truly I think it was not worth your: th 
while to come to me about it. I charge you not Au 
with pride; yet pray does it not look very much an 
that way, that you ſhould make it your buſineſs to ſuc 
come hither to prove yourſelf valuable, and ſigni- . 

Egan. I came with no other deſign, than to 4 
tell you my grievance. For if I am ſuch a perſon. for 

ter 


as with diſdain you deſcribed me, then am I not 
regarded by the Redeemer; have no portion in 

him, nor doth his Spirit dwell in me; nor hath he ſelf, 
ever taken notice of me, otherwiſe, ſure, I ſhould 
be entitled to a place in the eſteem of his children. Oppo 


Why did the church receive me 2 You have cen- 
ſured 
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© ſured the whole church and ig Eigen. as well * 
my ſelf. 


Hydrus. I do not pretend to juſtify what L. ſaid; 
but think you greatly aggravate, it; whereas. yon 
might as well haye been caly FIR taking any 
notice of it. 

Egan. | | And ſuffer the ſin to. lie upon von? Bro- 
ther, nothing is deſired but repentance. for ſinning 
againſt God. I hape Lam willing to think manly of 
myſelf, but am not ſo willing that any thing apper- 
taining to the Redeemer's kingdom ſhould be treated 
with deriſion or diſdain. 

Hyderus, Dear brother, I diſdain you, not; you 
diſcover yourſelf to be a chriſtian, of, good improve- 
ment. I am ſorry to have ſo finned againſt God 
and you, and defire that brotherly love and tender 
reſpect may continue. 

Egwan. Amen; 3 I am ſatisfied, dear brother. 

. Chriftophilus. What a ſpeedy, happy end was put to 
this offence! Oh, what endleſs ſtrife of tongues, evil 
ſurmiſings, animoſities and popular clamour ſpriog 
and, prevail in ſome: places, for want of obſerving 
ſuch a method as this! 


Neophytus. But what if Egwan had gone to the 


Elder firf, as he thought once to dg? 


 Epenetus. Why then he would, haye been r 
for taking ſuch a wrong ſtep; would have been bet 
ter informed, and ſent about his buſineſs, vt 

Neophytus. But what, if Hyderus had juſtiſied him- 
ſelf, and perſiſted i in his ſin? | 

Epenetus, Then Egwan, muſt have ks another 
opportunity, ap deſtred a brother or two * go 

8 ong 
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along with him; that they might uſe their joint | 


328 to bring the offender to repentance. 
' Neophytus. And will you pleaſe to fayour us with 
an inſtance of that nature? 


_ Epenetus. A ſervant of Cyfawn (of whom you | 


have had ſome account before) went to one Byrbwyll 
for ſomething he wanted, and defired him to be 
favourable, and uſe him kindly, becauſe he was a 
poor apprentice.  Byrbwyll replied (rafhly enough 
indeed) Apprentices may live as well as their maſters 
if they pleaſe. The young man made no reply; 


but when he came home, and thewing what he had 
bought, he thoughtleſsly repeated this part of the 


tory. Canon, hearing this, ſaid to his ſervant, 
What did he mean by ſaying that apprentices, if 
they pleaſed, might live as well as their maſters? 
The young man anſwered, Indeed, Sir, I do not 
know; for he did not explain himſelf. The words 
do not need much explaining, ſaid the maſter: I 
hope. you are eaſy in your place, and reſolve to be 
honeſt in jt. Yes, Sir, replied the ſervant, and 


bope 1 have reaſon to bleſs the Lord that ever 


I came here. 


» Upon this, Cyfawn, having fought the Lord e 


it, goes direaly to Byrbwyll, and ſays to him, — 
| Brother, I am in a meaſure grieved and offended, 
and have thought it my duty to come and tell you 


5 Vou told my ſervant, That Apprentices may lire 


if they pleaſe, as well as their maſters. 
| _ Hyrbuyll. And you may think it your dry to 
return again as wiſe as you came: I gave you no 
. that I know of, 
+ Ns 
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' Cyfawn, Your words now are very raſh and pro- 
voking; but I would wiſh to exerciſe that patierſce' 
which becomes the goſpel. I am perſuaded you have 
ſinned againſt Gov, as well as the young man and 
myſelf; and if fo, you may well bear with a bro- 
ther who comes only to call you to repentance. 

Byrbayll. May I never be guilty of a greater fin, 
and I am ſafe. Pray _ call my 
Au, appear to be ſuch? 

Cyfawn, I charge your expreſſion with 2 very 
ſinful tendency to make my ſervant unfaithful and 
unjuſt. As a ſervant he wants for nothing, but 2 
maſter he is not. 

Byrbwyll. Then if he wants for nothing, I 1 | 
he may be ſaid to live as well as his maſter; and 
pray then where is the fin of calling him to be 
pleaſed with his condition? 

Cyfiawn. Any impartial perſon who conſiders your 
expreſſion, and the occaſion: of it, will quickly ſee 
it could intend nothing but what was unjuſt; and 
| this fig-leaf you would draw over it does but make 
the caſe worſe. My ſervant ſaid, that he would have 
vou be favourable to him, and uſe him kindly, be- 
cauſe he was a poor apprentice.” Pray, what was 
your anſwer to this? That he might live as well 
as I did if he pleaſed; which, in all equitable con- 
ſtruction, muſt intend a making too free with things 
that were not his own. | 

- Byrbwvyll. I did not ſay, your apprentice might 
live if he pleaſed as well as you do; but that ap- 
prentices might hve as well as their maſters if they 


pleaſed, | 
—_— Cyffawy, 


* i 
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un. And pray, ſeeing you ſpoke this to my 


5 apprentice, did you not as good as tell bim it was, - 
he himſelf you meant? And I ſay it was no leſs 


ip effect, than putting him upon robbing his maſ- 
ter; and you may very well know that the injuſ- 
tice done me, if the young man ſhould at any time. 
comply with your inſinuation, would be the leaſt part 


of miſery belonging to ſuch a deed. 
Byrbwyll. But perhaps if yon did not think it 


the grearft part, you would not have come to me 


on ſuck an errand. | 
aun. No, my loſs 66 been my 


fin; but what muſt ſach a fact be to the ſervant, 


in its nature and conſequences; and what maſt the 


man be thought of who by baſe inſinuations put 
him upon this? 
Byrbewyll. Indeed I muſt tell you that I think 


your words are very provoking, and were it not 
for regard to religion, I ſhould: diſcover my reſent» 


ment in another manner than I do. What, cannot 


2 man be free with his cuſtomers, in an innocent 
zeſt, but he muſt be called to account for it, and 


treated after n Suppoſe I ünned, yet 


I think you the ſinner, to uſe. me thus. I 


"Have had enough of your talk! 


Caen. And though 1 have had nothing of 


- what I came for, 1 have had too much of what 


adds to my grief; may repentance not to be re- 


of be graciouſly given you. 
And ſo they parted, both under W of 
mind, you muſt think. — Byrbevyll was vexed with 
himſelf, that he ſhould be ſuch a fool as raſhly to 


el made OE OY e 


-- 
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to get off with repatation 24 a man (not to ay a 
chriſtian). he could not tell. He knew it appeared 
in chat light wherein a took it 3 but to own 
ſo much, and confeſe ſorrqw, was too mortifying a 
taſk, - CySprun went home grieved at his non - ſuc · 
eels in fo good a deſign; could not reſt about it, 
and prayed it over wany 4 time: At length he took 
two brethren with him, whofe names were Dozth 
and IAyriol; and to Byrbwy/ ey went, whom 
Cyfiawyn thus addreſſed: 

BaornxRx, I cannot be free to-let things le an 
they do between us: I ſtill apprehend myſelf to be 
3 grieved perſon, and have brought theſe brethren 
with me according to dur Lord's rule; nor do 1 
defire any thing but your repentance. 

.  Byrbawyll. If you, or theſe brethren, can make it 
plain that I ſinned; I hape 1 ſhall be willing to re- 


pent. But I think your dealing with me the laſt 
time was ſomewhat harſh, for 1 had no deſign to 


put apprentices upon plundering their maſters, 
Cyfiaws. To ſearch the heart is the prerogative 


| of another; but my deſign was, and is, only with 
your expreſſion. The whole of the account I related 
to theſe brethren, and now commit it chiefly to 


their management. | 

Docu. The caſe, 31 ronired i & thee; This 
upon brother Cyfiazvn's ſervant begging you to be 
favourable, and to uſe him kindly, becauſe he was 
a poor apprentice; yuu replied, ** That apprentices 
1 en. pleaſed.” 
And was it thus? 


 Byrbayll, Yes, 1 believe it was much to that 
Doeth, 


effect. 
1 - Mz 


2 
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Deetz. Whenever a poor ſervant came to weigh 
and conſider the import of ſuch an expreſſion; what 
do you think he could make of it? How could he 
fairly furniſh himſelf with things as good and coſtly 
as his maſter if he pleaſed? He muſt have the com- 
mand of goods or money, or both, or he could 
not thus pleaſe himſelf with ſuch agreeable things 
as his vain mind might prompt him 'to procure; 
which, according to your expreſſion, muſt be as good 
as his maſter's. Neither goods nor money of his 
own can he produce: Pray then which way muſt he 
turn his hand? © 

i Byrbwyll. | Nay, I do not Wasen let him turn 
it as be will. I am very ſorry that you give: your- 
ſelves and me ſuch trouble. | 

: . Yfyriol. Conſider, brother, we do not come here 
to expoſe you; we deſire nothing, but your repent- 
ance, and I hope you ſhall never hear more of this 
ſtory. And ſeeing you have vnadviſedly dropped a 
word, which perhaps hath more evil in it than you 
8 let us intreat you to be ſorry for it. 

| Byrbewyll. I own it was raſh, but perhaps it was 
more in je than any thing we; I am ſorry it is 
ſo much infiſted upon. 

* Yfhyriel. You know that fool 2 Jefting is inconve- 
vient and finful; (b) and were it no more than that, 
the word of God calls you to repentance. More- 
over, it is plain, if you put the caſe to yourſelf, 
that you would have taken it ill, if any man, eſ- 
pecially a chriftian, had expreſſed N aſter that 


manner to 1 ſervant. 


Wo 


A (b) * 


1 Doet l. 
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Doch. Ah, brother! our ſpeech ſhould be always 
ſo ſeaſoned as to adminiſter grace to the hearers. 
We can never be too cautious in what we ſay to 
other people's ſervants. It is a very eaſy matter to 
make poor ſervants diſſatisfied with their ſtate;  where- 
by they are tempted to help themſelves from what 
is not their own. But, Oh, what injury is hereby 
done them for both worlds! — What has that ten- 
dency in your expreſſion, is what, in our dear Lord's 
name, we. call you to repentance for. 

Byrbwyll. Well, I ſhall not juſtify myſelf in it; 
it was, ſpoken fooliſhly, and I believe ſinfully; I 
am ſorry I have ſo finned againſt God, the young 
man, and his maſter, If the young man be ſent for 
I ſhall tell him ſo; or you, brethren, may do it for 
me; and aſſure him I ſhall do it for myſelf the firſt 
convenient opportunity, Pray for me; and dear 
brother Cyfawn, forgive me; I hope 1 ſhall never 
be ſuffered to tranſgreſs ſo any more. 

Cf. I bleſs. God for this repentance, and 
am entirely ſatisfied. If you pleaſe, let us . 
in prayer. 

 Neophytus. How remarkably the beauty of the 
Lord our God ſhines. on all his bleſſed inſtitutions! * 
I ſuppoſe they afted much in the ſame manner in 
every other perſonal offence. * 

Epenetus. Yes, yes, the ſame rule they LR 
obſerved; or if any failed they always met with, 
proper reproof for it. 


T heophilus. But we may july ſuppoſe. that all of- 


en were not ſo happily terminated in thoſe days. 
 Epenetus. No, there were ſome brought into the 
church; one of which happened as follows: — 4 


— 
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brother, whoſe name was Gavitihn; chedpened à gar- 
de.teßt in the flip of one Cys; and as they could 
= | ſhot agree about the price, Gwirim went his way, 
| Wen he was gone, thut garment was removed, and 
Another not fo good put in its place (whether by 
necident or defigh, mull be left undecided z) bow. 
ever, the man comes back, takes 4 turn again It 
The ſhop, and 1899 his hand upon the gurment which 
Was plated in the room of that he fit cheapened, 
and ſays, Stay, this is the garment. Ay, ay, fays 
fie, that is the garment, Well, ſaid he, will 
Fou take the thotiey for it? Yes; replied the other; 
but mort than you offered! I hope. Then, fail 
Buri, | will give büt 16 much more or leave it. 
Said Ce, 1 will not turn you away, becauſe 
Jon are 4 friend; take it. Accordingly he paid for 
It and tbok it with him: But when he came home, 
and more rfarfowly examined what he had bought, 
| he aw plainly that he was deceived. He carried 
* back biidef concern, and told Cyfrwys, that rhat 
as not de garment which he meant. But, replied 
He, it is what I ſold. Nay, ſays Gwi#f#n, you told 
Me what Wis nöt trbe; you faid that t was the 
Farment. I did fo, ſays the other, and I ſay fo 
Kill; and rah is the garment, and zhat is the gars 
ment, and fo is that yoazey. But ſurely, ſaid Gi 
neon, this is not agreeable to the ſimplicity and ſin- 
cerity of tue chriſtian religion; for there is a fort 
of a lie in what you ſay. Pray give me the right 
_ $arment, or my money. Says Cy/Fevys, I am no 
liar, you have the garment you bought; and ſo pray 
ttduble mt no Jonger. The next day he took with 
.. Kim two brethtefi more, who endeavoured to faſten 
L3G We upon 


* 
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upon him a convidion of unfair dealing and un- 
truth; but he was proof againſt all, and- would: not 
Hear them. 

Uyon this they all returned to Gwirion's houſe, 
and there prayed and mourned before the Lord; not 
for the loſs the offended perſon ſuſtained (that was 
but a trifle,) but becauſe a chrifian ſhould deceive 
him, and then 7% himſelf in that iniquity. Now 
| Gwirion thought, that according to the laws of 
Chriſt, it was his duty zo tell the church; (e) in 
which the brethren concurred. Accordingly, he went 
to Didwyll, one of the Ruling Elders, and told him 
the whole affair; and how the caſe then ſtood. 


| Neophytus, But you ſaid, that he thought it his 


duty 'to tell n, enn 
Ruling Elders. 


Epenetus. And for a good reaſon; becauſe all 


things were brought to the church by the Elders. 


Hereby things were done decently and in order; and 
the church was ſecured from attending to any thing 


crude and undigeſted, frivolous or unſeaſonable. 
But I told you, that in this caſe one of the Elders 


was informed of the particulars, and he conſulted _ 
his brethren, who approved of the aggrieved perſon's _ 


conduct, and thought the offence was ſuch as catled 

"now for publick notice: And they ordered a brother 
to acquaint Cy/-wys, that if life and healch were 
continued, he muſt not fail being at the firſt charch 
meeting (which meetings indeed ien the members 

ſeldom ws ) — When the expected day arrived, 
: Mz © and. 


(e) Mut. xvili. 1520, 


pleaſure, an 
turned a 


lie, 
cl 
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and ſome time was ſpent in the ſervice of it, Di- 
#wyll ſpoke as follows: 
„% BxgTHREN, our Lord is holy, anck there i is no 


2 unrighteouſneſs with him; he loveth juſtice and 
** hateth iniquity; and all thoſe who love him ſhould 
** hate evil: But while in this life, imperfections 


** are likely to attend us. Some who were mem- 


** bers of the church of Corinth are reproved by 


** Paul, for doing wrong to, and defrauding their 
**-brethren! To our grief, we have ſomething 
among us of the ſame nature.” Here he goes 
particularly over the whole ftory. 

Jean. Brother Cyfrevys, have you any exception 


"i this repreſentation of the caſe? You are at li- 


berty to ſpeak for yourſelf, that the church may 
Judge of it. 
fru. The account in the main is right; he 


did cheapen the garment, and ſo departed: But as 


T can, I hope, put my own goods in what part of 


my ſhop I pleaſe, 1 removed that garment for my 
hung another in its room. He re- 
d, Is this the garment? and I ſaid, 


It was the garment: And every body that ſees it 


muſt own that it is the garment;. as much as this 
I wear is the garment, or that you wear is the gar- 


d deceiving him; but I hope the church will 
me, and call kim to repentance for giving me 
this trouble, and doing injury to my name as a 


Tea yet he could charge me with telling a 


fair trader, 


Dewi. Can any*mortal think that this ſatisfies 
your own conſcience? Whether you removed the 


_ garment or not, expecting his return, we ſhall not 


coul der, 
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conſider, (though it looks very mach like it;) but 
when he aſked, Whether that was the garment? 
you knew he meant the garment he had cheapened 
before; and you deceived him, telling him againſt 
your very conſcience that it was the ſame. More- 
over, you. would have us think you told him no he, 

in a way that diſcovers very little fincerity;) whereas 


it is plain to a demonſtration you did: For though 


that was a garment which you put in the place of 
the former, yet it was not ie garment; and you 
knew it was not. He that ſpeaks againſt his own 
knowledge any thing with a deſignu to deceive 
another, tells a lie. — You moſt certainly did fo; 
And a very awful crime it is. Whether your ſtand- 


ing up in vindication of it in the church, diſcovers ; 


moſt inſincerity or folly, I am not able to deter- 
mine. All who name the name of Chriſt are un- 
der the ſtrongeſt obligations to depart from all uns 
righteouſneſs. Your caſe is plain; your tranſgreſſion 
is not ſmall; we are diſtreſſed and grieved by youz 
and ſhould we ftand up in your vindication, we 
ſhould be, not a conſiſtent church of Chriſt, but a 
den of thieves. Are you a chriftian? Did your hea» 
venly Father, then, when he ordered for you the 
beſt robe, ſerve you as you ſerved your brother? 
Are you a follower of God as a dear child? 
Would you be willing any man living. ſhould. ſerve 


you in the ſame manner? Could you worſhip God 


in the evening of that day, and defire him to bleſs 
the Work of your bands and eſtabliſh ir? 


„ Brechren, if yon do, as a church, charge Cyfrane | 


«« with the fin of fraud and lying, admoniſh and 
** call kim to few immediate and fincere repent» 
| | of ance 


| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
f 
| 
| 
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a ance; ſignify it by eng up your hands; 
Which they nnanimouſly did. 

Uron this, terning to Cyyrteyt, (who was at that 
time in tears) Deb proceeded, —— ** You ſee the 


* 'church's indignation againſt your fin, and their 


\ 


« compaſſion towards you. Your iniquity they hate, 
4% your perſon they pity; and they ardently deſire 
«© your real repentance, Pray will you give us an ac- 

* count of your preſent thoughts upon the matter??? 
cf.. Behold I am vile, ſinful, and ſelf- con- 
demned! I have done that which was evil; and it is 


now bitter. I have diſnonoured Chriſt and wrong- 


ed my brother. 1 have grieved the church, and 
brought a reproach upon the Tighteous intereſt of 


te holy Redeemer. I am grieved to my heart; 1 
| * Joath' myſelf for my abominationz do with me a | 
__ - » - Teemeth good unto. you. 

Wirn many tears he ſpoke theſe ls; abs wich 
many tears the afſembly heard them. Then Far, 

* * after he had fpoken to him what He thought moſt 
_ *"- applicable, ſaid to the thurch; © Brethren, if you 
Judge him a fincere penitent, —if you call him 


e to a cloſe walk with God, and teſtify your love 
4 to Him; ſignify it dy lifting up your hands: 
Which was again unanimouſly dine. And ſo the meet- 
ing was concluded in affectionate prayer and praiſe: 
And poor Gwwirion went to Cyfrum immediately, 
And ſhewell him all tokens of reſpect and lobe. 
** Thtephitus. How the Lord ſhines upon his owh 


__ " Appoititiients! The wiſdom of man may be 
© to” reckoh ſuch methods as theſe very mean; but 
among them that Ar Þiitual eee, are 


guy through”God.-" 


+ 


 Nephgtne, 
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Neophytus. But pray, Epenetus, will you favour us 
with another inſtance, that may carry us ſomewhat 
further into the nature of ſeriptural church 2 
pline and Social Religion? 

Epenetus. I told you before of one Diwall, that 
he was viſited and reproved by one of the Ruling 
Elders. That man was no great honour to religion. 
He hardened many a heathen, and grieved the bro- 
therhood. Whatever they charged him with, he 
always would ſay, Prove it, prove it; and ſome- 
times it might be difficult ſor them to do ſo. And 
when a fact was proved againſt him to a demon- 
ſtration, he would ſay, I am ſorry, <what wwould n 
have me ſay 'more! Thus he continually diſtreſſed 
them. And evermore he had that paſſage at his fin- 
gers' ends, if he ſays he repents, thou fhalt forgive 
him. But there is a time for the iniquity of the 
 Amorites to be full; and you ſhall briefly hear how 
it fell out with Siem: 

Ox day a poor brother, -whoſe name was D 
nized, bought of him a piece of goods, paid for 
it and went home. There came accidentally into 
his houſe an acquaintance, and, ſeeing this new piece 
of goods, aſked him what he gave for it? He told 
him, that he had paid fo much for it. I hope, 
fays the acquaintance, you will not take it ill o 
me, if 1 fay, you do mot underſtand fuch things. 
Diniwed replied, No, nor of any body ele; yea T 
told the perſon of whom I bought it, that 1 did 
not underſtand it, and defired him to deal only 
fairly by me, which he faid he would. The ac- 
quaintance replied, -I with you had bought your's -of 


ne perſon I bought mine of; for I have the very 
Mo lame _ 


| 252 Social 2 BXEMPLIFIEDS Dial. 6; 


ſame as this for little more than half the moneys 
Pray, ſays Dinizved, who did you buy your's of? 
He anſwered, of Diwall; and, ſays Diniaued, I bought 
mine of the very ſame perſon; and therefore mine, 
ſeeing it is a great deal dearer, ought to be much 
better than your's. Says the other, I will fetch mine 
this minute; which he did, and when compared, 
they were exactly the ſame. 

Uyon this poor Diniwed was ſtruck with aftoniſh- 


ment and confuſion. What, to ſerve a poor brother 


thus! Did I refer myſelf to him, to be buyer and 


f ſeller himſelf, to be thus ſerved? Well; 1 muſt go 
and tell him his fault; and ſhall be * if you 


will pleaſe to go with me. No, no, replied the 
other, if I ſhould go with you, be might juſtly 


© blame us both, for breaking that rule, Go zell him 


his fault between. thee and him ALONE. Accordingly 


. Diniwea, after refering himſelf and his concern to 


the Lord, went himſelf, And, finding Diavall at 
home, he, ſpoke to him as follows: 
Diniwwed. Sir, I hope I am a poor ſervant of 


Chris, in all things willing to live honeſtly; and 
I uſed to think that all the ſervants of Chriſt were 


of that mind, But either I was miſtaken in that, 
or miſtaken-in you; not in lat, I am well aſſured; 
but with xegard to yourſelf, I am forry you gave 
me occaſion to fear you. have deceived me: You 
told me you would. uſe me fairly, when you de- 
figned otherwiſe. \ You made me pay almoſt double 


What the thing was worth. 


Diauall. Then the more fool you; and ſtill the 


. fool to come here wich ſuch a Rory, Pray go 
| about 


+ 5 (6 
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about your buſineſs, and, if you know how, make 
the beſt of what you have bought. 

Diniquel. Had I loit ſo much money out of my 
pocket, or had a profeſſed Heathen robbed or de- 
ceived me, it would have grieved me bat little; 
but for you a profeſſed Chriſtian to do as you did, 
goes to my very heart. You have finned againſt 
God, you have acted with great injuſtice towards 
me; and J think it my duty to call you to repent- 
ance. | 

Diwall. You call me to repentance! Pray ds 
you go home and repent, and mind your duty there, 
— And ſo he withdrew in a paſſion. — The poor 
man went home, and mourned much for his non- 
ſucceſs ; deſired direction what to do further in it, 
that he might diſcharge his duty and glorify. the 
Redeemer. It was not long before he took two 
brethren with him, and one of them was the very 
perſon who had bought the ſame goods a great deal 
cheaper; and, coming to Diwall, they endeavoured 
to faſten upon him a conviction of his fin: Eſpe- 
cially the perſon who had. bouzht of him the ſame 
goods for very little more than balf the price, urg- 
ed it hard; for he thought he had a "or good 
adyantage of his fide. Bur ſays . 
Diu all. Then I. thank you, maſter; you mages 
me well for my kindneſs: But | am ſorry you give 
me this trouble; and in a word I muſt tell you, 
my friends, if I can call you ſo, that I ſell and 
ſhall ſell, a people have wiſdom to buy: And 
other anſwer you thall not have from your humble N 


ſervant, = —— And fo wanne. * 
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Theophilus, Oh he! What a baſe unrighteous dif. 
poſition this man diſcovered! And pray what did 
poor Diniwed do then? 


 Epenetuss Why, he and his companions went 


directh to the Elder Didwy/l, and told him all 
the ſtory punctually. He received them kindly, and 
told them he would take what care he could of 
this affair. 


- Didwyll, upon this, quickly ve to bis fon-in- 
law's, Yefan's houſe, and the other Elders were fent 


for; he gave them the whole account very diſtinct- 
ty, and one of them went to prayer for divine 


direction. They unanimouſly judged that it was the 
pleafure of their King and Lawgiver, that Diavall 


mould be the very next church meeting publickly 
accuſed of and dealt with for injuſtice and cove- 
N wad a —— was n to tell him 
ſo. 

Tun cdurch meeting day being come, ant prayer 
made, Yefan | ſpoke to the en in ſubſtance as 
. follows: 

„% Dzar brethren, -unto all Ae who are MY 
« of the Lord (and we hope through grace we are 
of that number) it is given as a ſpecial charge 
« that they ſhould kate evil : Whereby muſt be meant 
cc and intended all fin. Sin of every kind is odi- 


„ ous, but there are ſome fins among. the children 


- «© f men, which, either in their own nature, or 


« by reaſon of ſome circuniſtances attending them, 


% may be called great evils: And 1 here declare 
chat "coverouſne/s, however it may be cloaked and 
* diſguiſed, is one of the grearg? of evils. In ſerip- 


E core it is reckoued _ leſs than downright 


Au 


C10: 164: 


„„ 


at: 


* 
% 
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ve Tdolatry, and a fin that ſhould not be fo much 
% as named among chriftians. The covetous perſon 
% the Lord abhorreth; and all that ſerve him ſhould 
% be haters of covetouſneſs. I grant It Ts a fin not 
very eaſily diſcovered, and therefore the more dan- 
ve gerous, and to be guarded againſt with greater 
ve care. Tf it enters the heart, it is turned away 
% from God. The covetous cannot inherit the king- 
« dom; and therefore how important the caution, 
ve Take red and beware of covetouſne/s! But this 
«« fin, horrid as it is, and its inſeparable attendant 
« injuſtice, I charge a metttber of our's, Diwwall here 
«« 'prefent, with; and call him either to juſtify him- 
«« felf, if he fincerely can, or to fignify unfeignet ; 
% and evangelical repentance. * | 

Diæbull. Sir, I think it my duty to juftify my- 
ſelf, and truſt it will be no difficult taſk, before 

perſons of judgment and impartiality. But, until T 
hear more ſaid, I think it is enough for 1 to 
reply, that I am nor guiley. 

Didwyll. © I am very willing that Di wall ſhould 
* be juſtified, provided it ean be done according to 
'«« the rules of the word; but to juſtify the wicked 
„ is an abomination. Brethren, he is charged with 
„ injuſtice and covetouſne/;, which is the ſame with 
«« denying God to be the chief good, and making 
e this preſent evil world his ultimate end. This, 
% awful as it is, we are ready to prove. He that 
% 'withholdeth more than is meet; — he that oppreſſ- 
% eth the poor he is concerned with; — he who, if 
e can, does not act with juſtice in buying or 


« ſelling; — he who makes the things of another = 


r — 


* 


[ 


C 


« again, he who diſcovers himſelf to be à walker 


% in theſe paths, or in either of them, muſt bo 
„ deemed a covetous perſona: But we are ready to 


% prove that Dial! walks in them all.“ N 

Diwall. The firlt I cannot be guilty of, for I 
give to the poor: As to the ſecond, I appeal to 
the poor I am concerned with: In the third, it 


is to be hoped, my cuſtomers will clear me: Aud 


in the fourth, my own conſcience. 
Dyfal. % Brethren, what he gives to the * is 
* known. only to himſelf, and 1 ſuppoſe to no one 


„ elſe; © Our deacons know, that at publick col- | 


lections be gives nothing, — As to the ſecond, 


* let thoſe come forth, to whom he lends a little 


© money, as he pretends without intereſt, and tell 
„ us what ſlavery in journeys, ſervice, or other ways 
% of exceſſive gratitu.e they go through for him. 
Let them come and tell us for what low wages 
« they work, or chey muſt be turned off, and pay 
„% him immediately ſome little ſums that lie in their 
% hands. It is by this time grown almoſt to a 
« proverb concerning all that are under him, Le 
* them take care to keep themſelves honeft, and he will 
% fate care to keep them poor. With regard. to the 
« third, we have a very recent inſtance of his in- 
% juſtice.” — Here the whole ſtory of Diniwed 
was mentioned, and how he ſaid, That he would jel 
47 people had wwit to buy. —** And as to the fourth, 


„% ] know family duty is. not kept up, neither con- 


% flantly nor ſeaſonably; he is often purſuing his 
«« more beloved views in publick houſes, hen he 
«© ought to be on his knees with his family : And 
UW ſelf know, that his apprentice is 
I ny alſo , _ at — 
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e allowed neither time nor candle for any. thing 
ec that looks like religion.” 

Diwyd, another of the Ruling Elders, ſaid, ** Bre- 
«« thren, it is our principle to walk in righteouſ- 
* neſs and mercy towards all, and therefore God 
« forbid that we ſhould charge Diwall with things 
v4 that are not true: To do him juſtice, then, and 
« to ſhew him mercy, we ſhall call forth proper 
«« evidences to every thing he is charged with. As 
% to his withholding more than is meet, the Dea- 
1% cons, we hope, are evidences ſufficient.“ 

Deacons, ©* We unanimouſly declare, that he ſel- 
% dom or never gives any thing in our publick 
4% collections for the poor; and as to his duty to 
1% our honoured Preaching Elders, who by all the 
„% church except himſelf, are eſteemed worthy of 
% double honour, conſidering his worldly ſubſtance 
% we are aſhamed to mention it: And what he 
* gives comes with ſuch reluQtance and ſour faces, 
« as if he never received any good by their miniſ- 
„ try: And aukwardly irfinuates, that they may 
% live, without any help from him or any body 
« elſe, and that when they want cn! it is tima 
« enough to come then.“ 

Diwall. A noble acknowledgment of my kind» 
| neſs! I was under no obligation to give any thing; 
ſo here I hope 1 have done no injuſtice. 

Diwygd. Whatever part of your ſubſtance God 
requires, it is rank injuſtice to withhold ; and that 
you ſhall know when you appear before a greater tri- 
bunal ** But, brethren, as to oppreſſion, the ſecond 
« thing he is charged with, we have many witneſl. - 
« es, but ſhall call forth only one or two: Pray, 

brother 
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oe brother dirk, tell the church in a few words 
„ what you know.” 

 Hnghenus. Glad to be employed by perſons that 
could pay me, I for ſome time worked ander him; 
and if he thought it difficult for me to be employed 
Elſewhere, he would make me work for low wages: 


Aud then in paying me, he would always make 


. The take in goods, a great part of what was due; 
which, though I told him I did not want them, 


'he faid I muſt take, or be turned off; and if I did 


not want them I might ſell them: But I never 
rould ſell them for near the price I was forced to 


give. | 
Diauyd. Brother Ne. pray tell the church 


what you know. 


a little ſum of money; and he feemed very read) 
to lend it, though he borrowed it for me, and ſaic 
he woult have no intereſt for it; For, ſaid he, it 
may lie in your way to ſerve me. This ſeemed kind; 
but I muſt ſay I never went through ſuch flavery: 
I worked, I toiled, I flaved for him; and yet ſel- 
dom could. ſo much as hope that I pleaſed him; 
and plad if I could procure a ſmile from him at 
any rate, In fhort, he rode over me as a perfect 
- tyrant: When I paid him, it was to me as a de- 
liverance from Egyptian bondage, and I bleſſed God. 
Diwall. Here the church again may ſee how 
well I am rewarded for my kindneſſes; however, 
I promiſe theſe friends of mine, that I will offend 
them ſo no more. 
Did. As to his injuſtice in ſelling, we Have 


e ee ee e was Io: Dinicued s 
© caſe; 


Diddrwg. When in want, I borrowed of bim 


ccc 
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* cafe: And as for his way of buying, when it 
« lies ih his power, you ſhall have it, brethren, in 
x x very late inftance, wherein brother Acheneg was 
« concerned, Pray, brother, give the church ws 
% account.” 

Achtriog. I was of late in great need of they; 
and had a piece of goods by me, which I took and 
offered to Dial! for ſale. He knew I was but in 
low. circamſtances, and was neceflitated to Tell jit at 
any price. Upon my offering it to him, he would 
not look upon it; but told me he wanted none, 
and turned away. I called after him, and intreated 
kim to look at it; for it was very good: He looked, 
ind deſpiſed it. I defired him to buy it, for I ſtood 
in preſent need. He told me, No, he did not cars 
for it; it was not ſo good as I talked of. I again 
told him, it would be a kindneſs to me if he took 
it; and I ſhould be very much obliged to him. 
He then ſaid, You muſt take ſuch a part of the 
value of it in goods, I told him, that would by no 
means ſuit me: I muſt have all in mozey. Then 
faid he, If ſo, you ſhall have but ſo much for it; 
which was not near its value between man and man: 
But my neceſſity was great, and I complied. But, 
fays. he, What muſt you have ready money? I told 
kim my need was ſuch that it muſt be fo, Then, 
faid he, If you will not bate ſo much, I will not 
have your piece, carry it where you pleaſe. He 
knew as well as I, that my time, being a poor 
man, was precious, and that perhaps I could not im- 
mediately meet with a perſon to buy it: And fo 
under pinching poverty and want, which he took 
orgs aan hen cop dada mor. | 

Diwall, 
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- Diwall. I will ſtand to it, that my family muſt 


be provided for; the word of God makes it my duty, 


and 1 muſt, buy and fell as J can. Loops paid 
you all, I am not in your debt. 

_ Diwyd. And then, brethren, as to his pre- 
„ ferring the things of this world to the great con- 
« cerns of the Redeemer's kingdom, and future 
«« glory; brother Dyfal has already made that ſuf- 
2 hciently evident. When have any of our private 
1% religious meetings been honoured with his com- 


«© pany? How is God worſhipped in his family? 


* Perhaps it is not convenient, or prudent, to aſk 


** any of thoſe perſons who are beſt acquainted with . 


1 his religious conduct at home. I am very ſorry 
< he appears to be ſuch a perſon, yet bearing the 
e chriſtian name; and muſt add, ſtill more ſorry 
* that he, who knows a great deal more of himſelf 
% than all this, or any thing elſe we can prove; 
% ſhould. . before God and men ſay, That he i 1s 
| « not gui 


Gruffydd, thor; of the Elders, 8 « In, this 


* we may ſee the dreadful nature of fin in gene- 


ral, and of the ſin of covetou/ne/s in particular, , 
« All fin is blind and daring, and in it perſons | 


*« will proceed, if not reſtrained, till they are gra- 
« dually hardened and paſt feeling. But when any 
fall in love with this preſent world, he, who is 
“called the God of this world, immediately blinds 
« their eyes. They become, to a man, deſpiſers of 
* otkers, and juſtifiers of themſelves. Thus faith 
4 the Lord, He is. a merchant, the balances of deceit 
« are in his hands; le loweth to oppre/s, And Ephraim 
% ſaid, Yet 1 an | Pecoms rich, 1 have found me out 

| Vc '* ſubftance; 


* 
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&« ſubftance; it all 'my labours they ſhall find none ini- 
* gufty in mne; that were fin. (d) 80 it is not at 
tall ſtrange to me, nor need it appear ſtrange to 
« this church of Chriſt, that a covetous oppreſſor 
'«« ſhould juſtify himſelf. — But 1 traſt that the Eter - 
« nal God, whom we ſerve and fear, will guide 85 
„ church in judgment.“ 
+ Dewi. Dear brethren, if, from all that 2 
© have heard, you do, as a church of the living 
« God, judge, that Diwall hath ſufficiently Juſtified 
«himſelf from the charge of covetouſne/s, oppreſſion 
«© and injuſtice; ſignify it by lifting up your hands:“ 
But not one of them did. — Then ſays he again, If 
% you, do, as a: church of Chriſt, judge Diwall 


« guilty of the aforementioned fins, admoniſh” him 


« for them, and call him to unfeigned repentance; 
« ſignify it by lifting up your hands: — Which 
they unanimouſly did. | 

WarzrEuPon Dewi, addreſſing himſelf to Diwall, 
ſaid, «« Chriſt, by this grieved church of his, calls 
% you to repentance for all your ſinful ways, and 
« particularly for your covetouſneſs and oppreſſion. 
And on the admonition, and that day's work, they 
by earneſt prayer defired the blefling of Heaven; 
han ſo the meeting concluded. 


2 heophilus. Well! a church acting in ſuch order, 


and in ſuch a ſpirit, may well be termed Chri/'s 


throne of judgment upon earth; the very thoughts of 1 


which ſtrike my heart with reverential awe. 


- Neephytus. But, pray, what dreams of the admo-) 


niſhed perſon ? | 
Epenctus 


(4) Ef a8, 7,8, 
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-\ Fpenctuj. The next church meeting he appeared | 
rather more hardened, ſeemed very angry wich the 
church, eſpecially its officers; and told them, He | 
was ſenſible he was not without his imperfeQions ; 
no more than themſelves, and hoped he ſhould be 
pardoned as well as they; and ſaid, "Dwas well his 
happineſs did not depend upon them. Whereupon 
Tas put it to the church; and they unanimouſly 
"INE eee ene, LE r " 4 
repentance. | 
 Chrifophilus. Thus they manifeſted the lenity and a 
erden ünce of Chrift, And what did they do then? 
Epen. To the third church meeting, though 
ſent ſor, he would not come. The Elders, with © 
grief and ſorrow of heart, obſerved, what rules Chriſt 
mad left for his churches to walk by; and, when 
1 the means appointed to bring offenders to repentance 
2 proved ineffeftual, what was the 14% duty enjoined 
| 


them by 'Zion's King. They had conſcientiouſly ' 
gone throagh all the duties but the. laſt, and now 
their hearts even trembled to be obliged to enter 
= upon it; but Cris muſt be obeyed ;| his honour} 
|| the real dignity of his intereſt, and the purity of 
Anais houſe, muſt be maintained. Wherefore ſays 

[| Dewi. Brethren, if you do, as a church of 
| <© Chriſt, judge it your duty to ſeparate Dizval} - 
= © from your communion, and do now actually in 
= © the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, put him away 
3 „ from among gelen, ſignify it by lifting up 
1 your bands: — Which they unanimouſly did. 
And thereupon Dewi ſolemnly declared him a&uaily 
| [ out of; and with great enlargedneſs and affection, 
| and with many tears, prayed for a bleſſing * 


* , 
2 
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the awful ordinance; being remarkably importunats 
that it might be owned for the ſubduing of the 
fin of the excommunicated perſon; that his ſpirit 


might be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus. 

Neophytus. Were all who were excommunicated 
dealt with juſt after this manner? 

Epenetus. No; but this was the ordingry way. In 
dealing with drankards, rebellious children, and here- 
ticks, they ſomewhat varied the method. 

Neophytus. I wiſh you would favour us with the 
account of them. 

Epenetus. Perhaps at another n I may, 
if God permit: You fee at preſent our time is gone. 

T heophilus, May the Eternal Sphit ſo guide all 
our ways, that we may adorn the doftrine I 
aur iar in all things! 


DIALOGUE. 
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DIALOGUE VI. 


The fin of drunkenne/+ expoſed. One publiclly admo- 
Wn” niſhed of it. Debates at the church meeting whether 
| they ſhould immediately proceed to cut him off; car- 
+ ried in the negative, He it not admitted to the 
Lord's table. He is again admoniſied The offender 
 forely tempted; ſeaſenably wifited; and wonderfully 
reflored. His deep humiliation; is received, with 
tears. of joy, to intimate fellowſhip. Another mem- 
ber accuſed of the ſame fin; his trifling excuſes :_ 
Afterwards humbled, reformed, and recovered: His 
affetionate and thankful declaration of it before the 
church, | < 29% 


' CyHrISTOPHILUS. 


TELCOME my dear Neighbours! | I began 

to think you long in coming. 

' Bhilalether. Your thoughts were, no doubt, pro- 

. fitably employed on ſome important ſubject. 

"=  Chriſtophilus. My thoughts are often attended with 
- much confuſion; but what my mind was principally 
engaged in, white here in waiting, was the ſermon 


I heard laſt Lord's day, on thoſe words, And be not 


NN with wine, wherein is exceſs, bat be filled * 
i 
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the ſpirit. (e) The miniſter with grief of ſou! ob- 
ſerved, What an empty generation of profeſſors of 

Chriſtianity our day abounds with. Full of confi- 
dence, ſaid he, they may be, and full of noiſe, and 
full of wine, or full of ale; but where are the per- 
ſons that appear filled with the Spirit of God? 

| Neophytus, Truly 1 did not ſee you at our place, 
J thought you were abroad: Come, let us hear 
ſomething more of the ſermon. * 

- Chriftophilus, The man ſeemed to be in an ex- 
cellent ſpirit; he was fully for the grace of God, 
that teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs. He inſiſted 
much upon— The bounty of God in his covenant of 
grace, giving his free pirit to his people, the glory 
of his inhabitation, and his operations where he ſo 
dwelt. He obſerved to his auditory, — How con- 
trary to revelation, or even reaſon, muſt it be, once 
to imagine, that a perſon full of wine, or full of 
ale, ſhould be filled with all the fulneſs of God, 
or, according to the text, filled with the ſpirit, He 
appealed to all the contents of the go/þe/; he ap- 

pealed to the church; he appealed to the world; he 
appealed to wives and children half ſtarved; yea, 
he appealed to their own con/ſciences;— and he was 
a very particular and affectionatęe upon each of theſe, 
: with much concern and many tears; and told them, 


"1 that the prating profeſſion of a Tipler did but draw 

a cloud over the grace of God, and aggravate his 
th own guilt. 
ly Neophytus; And how was it with the auditory? 
on N Chriftophilute 
rot 


ith | e) Hb. v. 16, 


* | 
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.Chriftophilus, Why, really, ſome of them were 
in tears, and diſcovered very great concern; and 
ſome looked about them and took uu, and ſeemed 
to care for none, of thoſe things: And there were 
ſome who diſcovered uneaſineſs and indignation in 
their countenances, and with a ſneer would look at 
each other: And, when they came out, I heard 

one of them ſay to his companions, —— He gave it 
ws; is this preaching the goſpel 7* 


® Taz Author here hath a peculiar reference to the woollen 
manufacturers in Milhſbire: The following is a ſummary of their 
bara cter as deſcribed by his pen. 
Tux people concerned in the ſtaple trade of England, the wool 
e buſineſs, and their brethren the woolk-combers and weavers, are 
e generally of the fame Ramp) except a few who like brands are 
«4 plueked out of the burning, are the ſcum of the land, worſe than 
„the plague in the pariſhes where they are planted, One of them 
% ſhall drink as much as ſnhould ſatisfy ten, and then ſtagger, reel, and 
*« rave, and curſe the trade, and blame all the world but himſelf, 
* The-prcmoting a drinking life ſeems to them a principal end of 
« living. They have their fixed hours of ſending for ale and each is 
1% to be the meſſenger in his turn. They have alſo their pitcher 
** laws and forfeitures. Upon entering into buſineſs there muſt be 
« a treat, and the ſame at parting. There muſt be no buying 
* or ſelling but at ale-houſes (or, as Polton calls them, bell-bqufes ) 
« Jet the buſineſs be never ſo ſmall. 'They tenaciouſſy adhere to 
te the ſolemn obſervation of their feaſt days, or holy days, which 
e the prince of darkneſs and themſelves have conſecrated to the 
« gatrum of their trade, which always end in plenty of ale. They 
« have alſo frequent wagers always paid in ale; and when at the 
« ale. houſe, there is not a meaner thing in their eſteem than tg 
4c be a flarter, and to hinder the houſe, as they phraſe it. They 
« have frequently evening clubs, kept generally in ſome private 
* | « houſe, where the maſter excels in ſtories and laughter, reflec- 
& tions and banter, They have ally frequent invitations to new 
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Tieephiluti. But ſure none of thoſe drinking per- 
ſons pretend to religion. | | 
Chriftophilus. That they do; and many of them 
abound in confidence, — are great caſuilts, — and, 
while they are drinking a dozen of ale, will ex- 
amine and determine I do not know how many 
controverſies. $5255 
Neophytus. Well, the Lord be with his preaching 
ſervants, in ſuch places! Sure they have enough, 
without extraordinary ſupport, to break their hearts. 
T heophilus, There hath not been, in the memory 
of any man living, an ale-houſe at Potheina; but 
ſome of us remember a net ſpread in our fight. 
Not far from us there was an ale-houſe ſet up with 


the ſign of the Dragon: The fellow, who kept it, 


uſed all the methods he was maſter of to enſnare 
us. He made a ſupper, and invited our families ; 
N 2 but 


« Ale-Fats, whither they carry-their_children, who, if they drink 
* well, are praiſed as father's n&wwn boys; In this way of death 
they teach them, and thus the infection ſpreads from parents 
e to children, till -idleneſs, drunkenneſs, poverty, confidence and 
pride, ſpread among them like a flood,” — But it were well if 
the infamous practice here deſcribed were confined to that one 


branch of trade above ſpecified ; whereas, alas! the inſection aw= -. 


fully ſpreads among other trades and occupations, to the diſgrace 
of our land, the danger and diſtreſs of churches, the temporal ruin 
and the eternal deſtruction of many thouſands of families! —What 
a ftriking contraſt does that account exhibit, which the Rev. Mr, 
Hugh Peters, in the laſt century gave of New England; in his 
ſermon before the E Parliament! The account is indeed re- 


© he had been there, he did not ſee a beggar, he did not hear 
« an oath, nor did his eyes behold a drunkard.” Such was the 
beauty of thoſe 111 
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but no parent or child, maſter or ſervant went. He 
ſent ſome of his dainties, with his humble ſervice, 
deſiring us to accept of a taſte; but we all re- 
faſed. And one day, complaining to an acquain-' 
tance of his, how unkind the inhabitants of Potheina 
were, for never ſaffering any who belonged to them 
to enter within his doors, whereby his beer was 
ſpoiled, and he half ruined; —— his acquaintance, 
being waggiſhly diſpoſed, told him, that ie had the 
wrong fign; for the inhabitants of Potheina were, 
to a man, reſolved to oppoſe the Dragon, but pro- 
feſſed themſelves followers of the Lamb; and there- 
fore he thought he would do well to change his 
fign, The fellow accordingly did, and ſet up the 
" Hgn of the Lamb; and one day, meeting a ſervant 
of mine, ſaid to him, I am very ſorry I offended 
the good inhabitants of Potleina, by a diſagreeable 
fign over my door; my humble ſervice to them, 
and let them know, that ] have parted with it, and 
have now the ſign of the Lamb. Says my ſervant 
2 I fancy our people will think, that though it 
a ; hath pur on the appearance of à Lamb, it ſtill 
ee retains the qualities of a Dragon, and will not 
«© come near it.“ (f) Nor did we; — and after two 
or three brewings, which his friends from a great 
diſtance helped him to drink out, he left the place, 
and we never had an ale-houſe near us ſince, 

Neophytus. But are not publick houſes lawful? 
Theophilus, Certainly, and expedient too, for the 
convenience of travellers, provided there be no more 
than what are neceſary, and provided the laws of 
Chriſt 


(Ff) Rev, xiii 11. 
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Chriſt be there duly regarded, — But here is our 
dear Fpenetus juſt come. 

Epenetus, My dear. brethren and friends, excuſe 
me, I was detained by a particularly urgent buſi. 
neſs. I find your company and converſation always 
agreeable, and therefore it 1s not uſual with me 
to be the laſt. 

Philalethes, We could wiſh to know how they 
managed it at Caer/udd, in their dealing with pub- 
lick offenders ? 

Fpenetus. There was among them a perſon, whoſe 
name was Meddwyn,' who gave them a great deal 
of trouble, and; as a root of bitterneſs, was like to 
defile many, Upon his firſt profeſſion of chriſhanity, 
and for a confiderable time after he became a church 
member, he behaved well; but afterwards began to 
diſcover too much love to ſtrong liquors : And, as 
that inclination appeared, the brethren and officers 
of the church gave him all ſeaſonable caution and 


advice; which he ſometimes ſeemed to take kindly, - 


bur at other times it appeared by his countenance 
that cautions were not very acceptable to him. Hows 
ever, upon a time, he drank of Meth-y-glyn to that 
exceſs, that all the ſymptoms of drunkenneſs were 
upon him, and he was led home. + Honeſt Diduyll 
and Diauyd, the Elders, hearing of it, went imme- 
diately to him, and charged him with the fin, which 
he could not deny; obſerved to him many aggra- 
vating circumſtances attending it, and deſired he 
would the very next church meeting come, and in 
the preſence of all, profeſs publick repentance. — 


He told them he would con/ider of it; however he 


N 3 |  »bhought 


7 ” 


de your immediate duty on all accounts. 
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thought a more private way of dealing with him 


would bring leſs reproach upon chriſtianity. | 

Didæuyll. What your concern may be for the cre- 
dit of chriſtianity, we cannot tell; and how far chriſ- 
tianity 1s already reproached on your account, you 


cannot tell: There are thouſands in your neighbour- 
hood that would very gladly take up any thing to 


the reproach of your religion. Your fin is already 
taken up in the lips of talkers, — report, ſay they, 
and we will report it. If they had but the account 


of your publick repentance to report alſo, it would, 


in ſome meaſure, even in their own conſciences, juſ- 
tify the laws of our dear Redeemer, and vindicate 


the church in their holy profeſſion. Chriſt is injured 


in his name and intereſt, his children are grieved, 
and you muſt think the haters of godlineſs are hard- 
"enced, and their mouths are opened to ſpeak evil 

of the things they know not: Your own conſcience 
muſt be under guilt, and you muſt at preſent dwell 
at a diſtance from true peace in your mind; — and 
therefore | unfeigned pxb/ich ® repentance appears to 


| Meddwyn. 

Tux did not look upon drunkenneſs to be an offence that 
required previous private dealing, firſt by one, and then by two, 
and finally, in caſe of impenitence, open reprehenfion ; but the 
offence being of a publick nature, the offender was brought in- 
mediately to publick repentance. Not but they bad liberty in 


'  brotherly love to uſe private means; but his fig being a publck 


reproach upon the Redeemer's kingdom, private repentance could 


never be thought a fufficient vindication of the holineſs of .Chrift”s 


laws and intereſts, * Thoſe who had finned before all, were te- 


„ Suked- before all, that others might fear.” Nothing can be 
R 1 be; vinuty 


| healed, 
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Meddwyn. 80 I do repent; I tell you ſo; and 


I am willing you ſhould tell the church ſo: And 


this I hope will be thought publick repentance. 

Didæuyll. No; whether it is repentance or not, may 
be a queſtion; but whether it is publick or private, 
is out of queſtion; — for we know it is only a pri- 
vate one, We can only ſay, that you told us in 4 
private way that you repent: But the church of 
Chriſt, whom you have grieved, muſt in the pre- 
fence, and according to the laws of their King, judge 
of theſe things. 

Meddwyn. As 1 faid beſbre, ſo I ſay again, 1 
will confider what you ſay, 

Diwyd. I wiſh you truly may; and I heartily 
deſire you may confider, when you have a cup in 
| hand, whether it is lawful and expedient to drink it. 


Neophytus. * A good advice: — Confideration might, 


rationally ſpeaking, have a good influence upon the 


morals of men. There are very cloſe queſtions pro- 


poſed to conlideration, which relate to this affair. 


„% Who hath woe? who hath forrow? who hath con- 


* tentions? who'' hath babling? who hath wounds 
% without cauſe? who hath redneſs of eyes? They 
chat tarry long at the wine, they that go to ſees 
| N4 „ mixt 


healed, in open repentance, Whicever loves Chrif, will defire ity 


and when any appear backward thus to profeſs repentance for ſcan- 


dalous crimes, they may be juſtly ſuſpected of not repenting at all. 
When Peter gave publick offence, Pex! withſtood him to the face, 
end reproved bim before all. (Gal. ii, 11, 14.) Nor did the apoſ- 
tle Jobs deal privately with Diotrephes, who had ſo publickly fined 
againſt the brethren, (3 Jobs 9, 10.) And the Corinthians 
bad no inftrutions for their perſonal - dealing with the notorious 
offender mantioued 1 cr. oi 12, | 


A 


* 


4 
«c 
ce 
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mixt wine. Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth its colour in the cup, 
when it moveth itſelf aright. At the laſt it biteth 
like a Et. and ſtingeth like an adder.” (Prov. 


Xxiii. 29—32. CE 5 


Theophilus, Right, - Neophytus, did young and old 


through the land but duly conſider their ways, and 
thouſands of haughty-looking well-fed landlords wouid 
be put to coder what buſineſs they ſhould next 
take up, Excuſe us both, good Epenetus, and pro- 
ceed. 


Epenetus. However, though he would not promi/e 


them, yet at the next church meeting h& was pre- 


ſent ; and after prayer and exhortation, Dewi ſpoke 


«ec 


«c 


66 
46 


66 
66 
ce 


cc 
Fe 


to the church as follows: 
% Dear brethren, through the rich grace of God 


we have given up ourſelves in church fellowſhip 
to our Redeemer, to walk in äll his ſtatutes and 
ordinances blameleſsly; and the more we conform 
to this our holy reſolution and engagement, the 
more our Redeemer 1s glorified, and the more 
our true peace, uſefulneſs and glory. All fin tends 
to darken. and becloud the mind, and drive us 
to a diſtance from the refreſhing prefence of our 
Father: But there are /ome ſins that at once lay 
our glory in the duſt, under which we muſt ſay, 
—* The crown is fallen from our heads, and woe 

| © unto 


. 


When once it is within thee; but before, 
May'ſt rule it as thou liſt; and pour the ſhame, 
Which 1T would pour on thee, upon the floor. 
It is moſt juſt to throw that on the ground, 
Which would threw me there, if I. kept the round, 
HERBERT, 
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cc 
ce 
ce 
ce 
«c 
cc 
«c 
16 
ce 


cc 
ce 

66 
ce 


unto us that we have ſinned!” Among fins of this 
kind do I reckon Drunkenne/s; or, drinking liquors 
of ſtrength to exce/s. And though the depraved 
mind of man may look upon this as a matter of 
ſmall moment, yet if we” take an impartial view 
of it we ſhall find there are dreadful aggrava- 
tions attending it. It is a fin that directly tends 
to deſtroy our bodies, the workmanſhip of God: 
— fetters and enſlaves the rational powers of the 
more noble ſoul ; is an ungrateful, deteſtable abuſe 
of the bounties of heaven; — puts one out of all 
the way of ſervice to God; — yea, ſets up another 


God againſt him: And I doubt not but it was 


of ſuch the apoſtle wrote weeping, —* Who were 
enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God was 
their belly, who gloried in their ame. ( g) —» 
Dear brethren, though this fin is a mot enor- 
mous evil, there is one preſent, and a member 


of us, who is guilty of it. The ſpirit of God 


ſays, Be not deceived— Drunkards ſhall not inherit 


the kingdom of Ged. (h) It is indeed ſuppoſed 


that one who is called a brother may be a drunk- 
ard, but then wil him, it is ſaid, ave muſt not eat, 
(i) Meddwyn, you are here charged with the fin; 
conſider the horrid nature of the tranſgreſſion, — 
what way is left for you to glotify an offended 
God, and to comfort a grieved church. You are 
deſired to ſpeak.” 


Meddwyn. My buſineſs leads me into company, 


and to many ſnares which I cannot avoid ; and my 
particular calling is of that nature, that I fland in 


N 5 need 


(s) P u. 1 (R) x c. u. 10. (3) 10%, v4 11. 
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need now and then of a ſupporting draught ; but 
what, and how often, I humbly hope I may be 
thought the moſt competent judge. I own I have 
finned, I was very ſorry for it the next day, and 
ever ſince; but I can hardly think my crime ſuck 
an aggravated one, as you have expreſſed It L-do 
not like making the worſt of things ſo; nevertheleſs, 
a fin it was, to be ſure, but it is ſaid, That the 
blood of Chrift cleanſeth from all fin, and ſo I hope 
I have reaſon to be eaſy. I ſhall take more care 
for the time to come. I am fure 1 ſhould watch, 
for there are many that wait for my halting, though 
they are not blameleſs themſelves. 

Tyan. It muſt be granted, that 0 
«« 1s a very great fin; denies God and deſtroys man; 
* and that Meddauyn is guilty of it wants no proof. 
% His inclination kath been vbſerved before now, and 
% he hath often been cautioned z and his breaking 
. through, all reſtraints muſt indicate a depraved ap- 
« petite, I am glad however to hear Meddwyn ſay, 
« He i ſorry; z and heartily wiſh this ſorrow may 
% manifeſt itſelf to be of a godly fort. But ſome 
things he hath ſaid draw a cloud over it: He 
* lays the fault on his buſineſs and calling, which, 


*  * by conſequence, lays it at the door of Providence; 


% much like our firft parents, The woman thou ga 
% me. And then he extenuates his crime, and men- 
tions the blood of Chriſt as cleanſing from all fin; 

„ hereupon he ſays he hath reaſon» to be eaſy : Bur 
de this is not looking to him wuhom he hath pierced. 
% And laſtly, he ſeems to lay his promiſed watch» 
% fulneſs, for the future, on too narrow a found- 
* aticn, . that of * watching for his 


2 « halting 
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1% halting, who themſelves are not blameleſs; whereby 
« he ſinfully recriminates. But, that the church 
% may ſee things in a clearer light, I deſire my 
& brethren and fellow Elders to ſpeak their thoughts.“ 
Diwyd. © I humbly conceive, that the ſin of 
% drunkenneſs deſerves to be treated with ſome de- 
* pree of warmth and indignation. A drunkard 
« wrongs himfelf and others; —a drunkard fights 
„ againſt God, and turns his own mercies againſt 
* him;-— a drunkard ſets up another God, and 
* ſpreads infection wherever he goes. A fin this, 
« for which tender parents were to deliver up their 
« child to death, themſelves being evidences againſt 
« him. (k) Drunkards were eſteemed the children 
% of Belial. Woe to the drunkards of Ephraim /— 
1% Woe to the drunkards of Chriftendom?! Strong 
„ drink ſhall be bitter to them that drink it; and 
* though they may at preſent flatter themſelves, that 
4% they ſhall have peace, while they add drunken- 
4 neſs to thirſt, yet we are well aſſured they hall 
** not inherit the kingdom of God. — As for this mem« 
«+ ber of our's, 1 do not fee that his repentance 
N 6 | «© bears 
| (k) Dau. xxi. 18—21. | 
„Ir is obſervable, that the paſſage of divine writ here te- 
ferred to, includes not only drunkenneſs, but alſo ghuttony, (or, eating 
to exceſs, and an immoderate gratification of the palate) for which 
fo awful exemplary a puniſhment was inflifted : And though 
the falls more immediately under the publick obſervation, 
and more ſhamefully incapacitates the delinquent from diſcharging 
incumt ent duties, during His ſtate of intoxicationz yet the latter 
n is to be feared, is equally common, and in a_ ſenſe equally 
criminal; as it gradually undermines the conſtitution, abuſes the 
bounties of heaven, and is a daring violation . law, 
(1 Core X. 31.) 
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ce bears any proportion to his crime. He ſays he 
« jg ſorry; and I believe that he is /orry that it is 
* frown. —TI hope our King, whom we ſerve, will 
« guide his church in judgment. He calls upon us 
«© to mourn, and confider his controverſy with us. 


« I am not againſt receiving the true repentance of 


* any, but as I cannot ſee it in Meddauyn, I know 
Hof no ſtep more proper for us to take, then im- 
% mediately, in the name of Chris. to ſeparate him 
7 from us.” 

Gruffydd, another of the Elders, ſaid, — © Dear 
% brethren, fin is the abominable thing, that God 
«* hateth; but we muſt ſee that we diſcover towards 
«© all men that pity, which will always be attended 
« with kindneſs, long-ſuffering, and. unwearied en- 
% deavours to reſtore a backſlider. Without this we 
can never make a due repreſentation of the com- 
«« paſſions of our merciful and faithful High Prieſt, 
1 or. confider how it may be with ourſelves. —» 
% © Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
as which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
«« ſpirit of meekne/s; conſidering thy/elf, leſt thou 
« alſo be tempted.” Hath the brother ſinned? It is 
« granted he hath greatly ſinned: But in the ſpirit 
«© of meekneſs let us attempt his recovery. Does 
4 there any thing like repentance appear in him? 
% Let us bleſs God for that, and encourage it. 
* But if we think that his repentance beatz no pro- 


« portion to his fin, let us endeavour to bring it up 
« thereto, by admoniſhing him in our Lord's name, 
% and praying for him to the God of all grace. 
oy _ immediate Ons I think not adviſeable.“ 


Addfwyn; 


— — 


18 
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Addfwyn, another Ruling Elder, ſpoke as follows: 
4 Brethren, I moſt readily grant that, with regard 
&« to ſome fins, there is a great deal in what our 
ce beloved brother Grad hath obſerved. For in- 
ce ſtance, the man that is an Heretick ſhould, after 
« the firſt and ſecond admonition,, be rejected (1)— 
« hut where is it ſaid, The man that is a drunktard; 
« after the firſt and ' ſecond admonition, reject? LI 
& do not ſee, that in caſe of greſi immoralities, like 
1% drunkenneſs, we have any rules by which to pro- 
« ceed gradually by admonition. The Corinthians 
*« were not directed to uſe any ſuch methods with 
« the inceſtuous perſon, but immediately to pt i 


% away from among themſelves; (m) and why not deal 


« in like manner with a drunkard?” 
Diduyll. Dear brethren, I hope 1 ſhall never 
* be an advocate for iniquity, or once open my 


| © mouth in vindication of fin; and drunkenneſs I 


% look upon to be a very great one. May we and 


“ ſucceeding ages be continually on our guard againſt 


« it! So far as it enters and prevails, chriſtianity 
4% is banithed. — But with regard to the caſe under 
% conſideration, granting that drunkards ſhould be 
« immediately ſeparated from a church of Chriſt, 
« J cannot allow that he of whom we ſpeak, who 
« is called a brother with us, is proved to be a 
** drunkard. That he hath been guilty of drunken- 
© neſs we own, nor doth he deny it: But mult he 
*- from thence be denominated a drunkard? Let 
„% him appear obſtinate, refuſing to retorm, before 
* we fix his character. I grant his fin is a very 

66 groly 


(1) Tit, il, I0% | (m) 1 Cor. v. 173. 
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* wy one, but I cannot fee it our duty immedi- 


ec 


ately to ſeparate him from our fellowſhip, with- 


out previous admonitions and calls to repentance, 


I - humbly defire the judgment of our honoured 
Paſtor and Teacher on the ſubject.“ 


- Dewi. © It is certainly our duty, as a church 
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of Chriſt, to ſtand up for him, our King; the 
holineſs of his laws, and purity of his inſlitutions, 
againſt all fin, and its appearance. But this niuſt 
be according to his revealed pleaſure; otherwiſe, 
while we oppoſe one ſin, we are inſenſibly enter- - 
ing into another. Church-dealings with offenders 
are not properly of a windifive or puniſhing na- 
ture, but correctie and inſtructive; the ſole end 
whereof being the repentance and recovery of the 
offender: And by ſuch repentance,” Chriſt is more 
plorified than by any ſudden rejection; for, to 
reject ſuch a perſon when recovered, would be to 
% oppoſe Chriſt who receives him. Chriſt moſt cer- 
tainly approves of the penitent perfon, and the 
church by excluding him teſtifies he doth not; 
which muſt be a very unjuſt repreſentation of the 
Redeemer. But if upon examination, and -the 
uſe of means, repentance cannot be diſcovered, 
the church muſt ſeparate ſuch from among them- 
ſelves, either with greater ſpeed or delay, as, 
after prayer and confultation, may be thought 
neceſſary. 

Tefan. I. am of the ſame mind with my dear 
brother Dewi, being thoroughly perſuaded, that 
nothing is to be regarded ſo much as the glory of 
Chritt; and that nothing among poor ſinners gives 
More or to * than a /ooking to him whom 


E they 


1 
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e they have pierced, and mourning. True repent- 
„% ance with reformation glorifies Chriſt, preſerves 
« the church pure, and maintains the wiſdom, equity, 


4 and holineſs of Chrilt's inſtitutions, before all the 


« world of angels and men. I think it is the /afe# 
% way, for the church to ſeek this deſirable end, 
% by repeated admonitions: And therefore, Mead. 
« qwyn, if you can give us ſome further account of 
« your repentance, I pray you now to do it.” 

Meddwyn. Why, Sir, I ſaid that 1 am ſorry; 
and ſo I am very ſorry, and I think that is repent · 
ance; and I defire I may do fo no more; This hath 
been much trouble of mind to me. 

Devi. Now, dear brethren, if you do, as a 
« church of Chriſt, judge Meddwyn's repentance - 
« to be evangelical and ſatisfactory, fignify it by 
« lifting up your hands: — [hich no perſon did. 

Tux faid Dewi, — You that think it our da» 
« ty to proceed immediately to cut him off, figni- 
« fy it by lifting up yoyr hands: — Which tao of 


| « the Elcers, and ſeveral more did. 


Tux ſaid Dewi, © You that think it our duty 
« to admoniſh him to due and unfeigned repentance 


4 for his deteſtable lin, ſignify it by lifting up your 


* hands: — Which the Paſtor, the Teacher, and the 
other two Ruling Elders did, together with a great na- 
Jority of. the church. 

Tax ſaid Dewi to the chavek, cc You ſee, bre · 
„ thren, how the Lord Jeſus determines the minds 


© of the majority; this we take to be 4is mind, and 


* in this, as in all like cafes, the chearful concur - 
« rence of the minority is now their duty and their 
« glory; wherefore, if you do, as a church of Chriſt, 

% admoniſh 
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«« admoniſh Medduyn, and call him to evangelical 
*« repentance for the great fin of drunkenneſs, and 
% to a reformation and cloſe walk with God for 
« the future, ſignify it by lifting up your hands:“ 
ws Which they unanimouſly did. 

Tak ſaid Dewi to Meddwyn, ©* You hear the 

4 voice of the church, yea, the voice of Chriſt by 

„ the church. Though you ſay you are ſorry, and 
**. repent, your repentance meets with no acceptance? 
« We are all afraid it is not with you as it ſhould 
* be; you are therefore admoniſhed and called to 
« repentance and reformation : I hope we ſhall pray 
% for you, and wait to ſee you bring forth fruit 
« meet for repentance. * Earneſtly beg of God to 
4 fill you with his ſpirit, give repentance not to 
« be repented of, and watch and pray that you en- 

© ter not into temptation. 1 is what we have 

to ſay to you at this time.“ 

Dro this a godly brother in the church flood 
| up, and (leave being aſked and granted) ſaid, — 
I defire with ſubmiſſion to know, how I am to carry 
it towards this admeni/hed perſon ; which perhaps ſe- 
veral more may want to know as well as myſelf, 

Yefan. *©** He hath. not in the judgment of the 
% church cleared himſelf; they could not receive his 

« repentance as full and unfeigned; and therefore, 

« it is expreſsly ſaid, with him we muſt not eats 

« Again, we are commanded to withdraw ourſelves 

* from every brother that walketh diſorderly, and 

« have no company with him, that he may be a/hamed ; 

« ſtill not counting him as an exemy, but admo- 

40 * aiming 


* 


Dial. 7. Socfal Religion EXMIIIII D. 281 


e niſhing him as a brother. (n) And 1 "therefore 


« declare to Meddwwyn, that until the church hath 
* received fatisfation in his repentance, — to the 
« Lord's table he muſt not come. — In the mean 
« time, pray for him, and have no. fellowſhip with 
« him, but what calls him to repentance.” 
Chriftophilus, I thank you, dear Epenetus, for this 


account. Their love to Chriſt and zeal for his ho- 


nour ; their obedience to his laws, and hatred againſt 
fin ; their compaſſion towards the ſinner, and mutual 


brotherly love; and the chearful concurrence of the 


minority, without wrangling and diſpleaſure, — made 


the whole beautiful! — But pray, Epenetus, pleaſe 


to proceed in the account of the admoniſhed per- 
ſon. | 

Epenetus. Why a great many things ſpoken in 
the church meeting ſtuck very cloſe to him. When 
he thought that his ſin might be truly great, he 


ſeemed, under ſome humility of mind, to think the 


church was in their duty, and did him juſtice.— 
But when thoughts, that his fin was not ſo very 
great, prevailed, he judged the church and its Elders, 


as injurious, diſaffeted, and prejudiced againit him 
And then he was careleſs in his walk, often ready 


to run into the way of that fin, for which the church 
admoniſhed him. — He was viſited by ſome of the 
Elders and brethren; who endeavoured to impreſs 
upon him a due ſenſe of the greatneſs of his in, 
— the reproach he 'brought upon the goſpel, — and 
the grief of the godly on his account. They infiſted 

alſo 


(a) 2 The, i, 8, 14, 15+ 
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alſo on the love of Chrift, the deſign of his death, 
and the grace of his ſpirit; prayed with him, — 


and prevailed upon him to think, that all their con- 


cern for him ſprung from love. 


Chriftophilus, Well, he could not ſay that no man 


cared for his ſoul: They have certainly their lines 
fallen in pleaſant places, who are planted in churches 


carefully walking in the order, and according to the 
rules, of the goſpel; where the members exhort one 
another daily, leſt any among them be hardened by 


the deceitfulne/s of fin. — But I have interrupted you; 


pray how did the man go on? 
| Epenetus. This ſeemed to have a very good ef- 
fet upon him: He abſtained from all appearance 


of evil, kept out of the way of temptation, and 


; as 


appeared very thankful to his friends for their care 
and love; went to viſit them, kept to their private 


- \,, " meetings, prayed with them, and mourned much 
— * with tears, under a ſenſe of his evil; and the bre- 
| thren were greatly pleaſed with him, — But ere ho 
Was aware, he began to be too much pleaſed with 


himſelf, and by little and little dropped his watch- 
fulneſs; and ſo a day or two before the next church 


meeting, he fell in ſome meaſure into the ſame ſin 


ow. 


Theophilus. Oh! the very thoughts of this grieve 


bs Spiritual pride inſenſibly invaded his heart! 


How ſeaſonable, always, our bleſſed Lord's advice! 
— What fo uae you, Ja wnto all, watch: (o) 
And 


(0) Mark vin. 37. 
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And again, Watch and pray, that you enter not im 


temptation. (p) But how went it at the church 
meeting? 

Epenetus, Why, truly, his legs could hardly carry 
him thither; his heart was much ſhut up, and fla- 
viſhly diſpoſed. However, to the church meeting 
he came; and after prayer and exhortation, Tf 


ſpoke to him as follows: 


4% BROTHER, I am glad to ſee you here, and hope 
* that this day, you will give glory to the Redeem- 
« er. It is with a great deal of pleaſure I have 
* heard ſeveral of the brethren relate the mercifal 
* dealings of God with your ſoul. Though back- 
« flidings are evil and bitter, they are not things 
% unknown in Jracl. We can never be thankfal 


% enough, brother, for the grace of that promiſe, 


« I will heal their backſlidings, and love them freely. 
« (q) It was upon experience of the power of that 
« grace that David ſang the praiſes of the Lord, 
* his ſhepherd, who reſtored his foul. — Our fins 


% proceed from ourſelves — we fall by our iniquity 


« — but our recovery is wholly from God. May 
« we for ever bleſs his name, who forgiveth all rar 
1% iniquities, and healeth all our diſeaſes! (r] Now 
« you are deũred to bear your publick teſtimony 
% againſt your fin, and for the grace of God, to 
« his glory and our comfort.” | 
Meddwyn, I am at a great loſs what to fay; I 
have ſinned without doubt, and, as I ſaid before, I 
am ſorry for it. In many things we offend all; 
and perhaps in this way I may fin more than ſome 
| | othess 


(e) Mats, xvi; 41. (q) Hef. xiv, 4. (r] Pſelndiiig 


— * — 
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others; but God forgiveth iniquity, tranſgreſlion and 
fin; and I hope mine; and this is all I can ſay. 


Yefan, . I am amazed! What is the matter! 


% Did not you, brother Gruffydd, tell me of bro- 
FF kenneſs, tears, and ſelf-loathings? Did not you 


* tell me how he. bemoaned himſelf, how he ab- 


4% horred the ſin, and hated the ſnares; and admi- - 


« red the grace of God in dealing ſo mercifully 
« with his ſoul? Sure this is not all You meant 
cc thereby!“ 

Grufydd. ** No, Sir; what I told you was, to 
% the beſt of my knowledge, ſtrictly true: And 
c there are others who were eye and ear-witneſſes 


e of the ſame encouraging tokens of unfeigned 
s repentance; but what is the matter now, I am 


« as great a ſtranger to as. yourſelf, If any bro- 
** ther preſent can give any account of it, he is 
, deſired to ſtand up and deciare what he knows 


N = unleſs M:dawyn himſelf pines to give us ſome 
& further account of his caſe.” 


Meddwyn. No, I ſhall {ay no more + I ſaid I do 
repent; and Chriſt ſays, «« If he ſays 7 repent, thou 


, ſhalt forgive him.” 


Uyon this a brother ſtood up and ſaid,—** I think 
% it. my duty to declare what J heard as I came 


« along to the meeting this day: A perſon who 
«© ig a well-wiſher to us, told me, that he ſaw 


Co Meddwyn drank very lately.” 


Dewi, 1 defire you would, 1 tell us the 


; very truth, whether it was ſo or not ? 


Meddauyn. I do not think I was drunk, though 


perhaps I drank a little more than did me good: 


I know what I ſaid and did well enough, 
| * Dewi. 


— 
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Dewi. © Dear brethren, we have very great 
& reaſon to humble ourſelves before our Eternal 
% Sovereign, Our endeavours are blaſted, and our 
te expeclations are diſappointed. Let this be for 
* our humiliation, We ſee that he who flandeth, 
* ſhould take heed leſt he fall; for the very en- 
« trance of fin, is like the beeckilag forth of wa- 
% ters, where a ſmall ſtream prepares the way for 
1% a flood, Some few years ago, this member of 
e our's would not have believed that the time was 
6 coming, when he ſhould, to the great grief of 
* the church, thus appear bound with the cords of 
«& his fins, if the witeſt and deareſt of his friends 
* had told him ſo: And perhaps a week or two 
#* ago, when he diſcovered thoſe encouraging tokens 


„ of repentance, he «ould not have believed that 


# another fall was ſo near at hand. But Oh, how 
*« dangerous it is to drop chriſtian watchfulneſs ! - 


„ How dangerous it is to be pleaſed with ourſelves, 


* or truſt our own hearts! — Oh] pity and pray 
90 for your poor fellow member, who ſtands here 
« amongſt you, enſnared, entangled, and bound! 
* You have, as a church of Chriſt, admoniſhed him 
* once; and if you do now, in the name of Chriſt 
% your King, admoniſh him the /econd time, and 
te call him to repentance and reformation; ſignify 
« it by lifting up your hands: — Which they una- 
wimouſly did. — And Dewi deſired Meddwcyn to take 
notice of it; and the 3 to obſerve their d 
towards him. 6, 

Yefan. ** Brethren, there is one hiog which I 
« muſt at preſent remark: Our admonjſhed bro- 


ther mentioned that word of Chriſt, I he /ays 


« 7 


ee bing 0 


 blefling of God on this /econd admonition, and any 
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44 ] repent, thou ſhalt forgive him ; implying that 


% what he ſaid ſhould be looked upon by the church 


4 as ſufficient. But I muſt obſerve, that a publick 


, notorious immorality is vaſtly different from a 
, private perſonal offence, which our Lord there 


«© treats of. Beſides, the words were not fairly 

% quoted; our Lord ſays, If he repent; and then, 
« If he turn to thee; which expreſſions denote an 
« open and hearty repentance ; which will always 
« be for making all poſſible reparation, And can 


% any one be a true penitent who perverts the 


« words and meaning of our Saviour; and with a 
« deriding face ſays, I am ſorry, what would you 
% have me ſay more? It is written, If he ſays he 
% repents, thou ſhalt forgive him?“ 

Tux ſometime being ſpent in prayer, bemoan- 
ing themſelves under their non-ſucceſs ; begging the 


further private endeavours that might be yet uſed 


for the recovery of the backſlider, — the meeting 


concluded, 


Neophytus. Pray, Epenetus, go on with your ſtory, 
Epenetus., The admoniſhed perſon ſeemed much 


diſpleaſed with the church, nor was he well pleaſed 


with himſelf; there was nothing pleaſed him. He 
could think but of one way to make himſelf ea, 
and that was to forget all; and there was but one 
way to forget all, which was to make himſelf drunk, 
and 4eep himſelf ſo. A deſperate temptation ! Which 
he was juſt entering into: And as he was upon 
going out of his houſe to execute this dreadful de- 
fign,” an honeſt godly brothes of the church came to 


him 


5 


9 
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him with a chriſtian religious intention, but was afraid 
he came at an unſeaſo able time, as he apprehended 
he was going out. Ay, ſays the other, ſo I wasg 
but my buſineſs is not ſo urgent but I can ſtay, 
and will ſtay, now you are come. Upon this, ſays 
that brother, whoſe name was | 
Porthwyoel. Some hours before I came hither, I 
was thinking of ſeveral parables ſpokea by our great 
Shepherd: That of the woman ſearching for the 
loſt piece of money, and rejoicing when the found 
it; and that of the mga leaving his ninety and 
nine ſheep in the wilderneſs, and going after the ons 
that went aſtray, and ſearching till he found it, then 
carrying it home with joy: And of the prodigal's 
return to his father's houſe, and the father's kind 
and joyful reception of him, who, when he ſaw him 
afar off, ran to meet him, fell upon his neck and 
kiſſed him, and diſcovered the greateſt demonſtra- 
tions of joy. Upon that, with many tears I thought 


of you, and found love and pity towards you, and 


earneſt defires after your recovery out of the ſnares 
of the tempter. But many diſcouragements imme- 
diately ſeized me, I thought I was weak and ut» 
terly inſufficient for any work of that kind, and 
unworthy to be honoured with any ſuch ſervice ; 
And 1 thought, if 1 attempted it, I ſhould only 
offend you, and put you more out of the way of 
repentance. But ftill I could not reſt, and that ſcrip- 
ture among others, greatly encouraged me, That 
we ſhould exhort one another daily, while jt is 
« called to-day, leſt any of us be lardened through 
* the deceitfulneſs of fin.” 80 I fent up my de- 
ſires to God for ſucceſs, and hither I am come; 

| | and 


: 
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and before we proceed any further, will you * 
me leave to go to prayer with you? 
1 ' ; Meddwyn, Yes, with all my heart; but let us 
| go into a convenient room. 
| rox this, having entered the room, and nels 
| the door ſafe, they both fell down before the Lord; 
and Portlauyol prayed under a more than ordinary 
| gale of the ſpirit of prayer, He mourned, he cri- 
| | ed, he confeſſed, petitioned and pleaded with many 
W- tears; and his mouth was filled with arguments: 
The recovery, Ob! the recovery of his poor fellow- 
I | member, bound with the cords of his fins, .and led 
1 captive, he earneſtly . and” to mercy he ap- 
| pealed. 
1 T heophilus. Ay, this is like prifiitive chriſtianity | 
| indeed! This is following the Lamb; this is mak- 
it ing a repreſentation of the compaſſions and bowels 
U of a merciful Redeemer; and diſcharging the in- 
1 cumbent duty of brotherly love. 
i 2 © Epenetus. Prayer being over, they got up; and 
N. aſter ſome time, | 
wr | | _. Porthwyol ſays, come my poor friend and brother, F 
F I hope I came this day to ſeek after you accord- 
ing to our Lord's will. As I came along, I was 
| hoping the hand of our Redeemer was in it: Let 
| me know how it is with you ? 
— Meddwyn. If you. had ftaid a little 8 you 
M would have found me in the way of death -and 
1 darkneſs: No body can tell how it hath been with 
[ me, a poor tempted enſnared ſinner. I heard of 
1 ; temptation many a time, but I never knew what 
: it was, to lie under it until now. Every part of 
| 
| 


me ae and bound ! even my very 3 
n 
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And my will alienated from God, and bent on the 
ways of deſtruction! And into thoſe ways I was 
actually going to ſeek for reſt when you came: — 
For I thought I could never be a without forget · 
| Ing all; and imagined nothing could bring that 
about but unten, _ which 1 was reſolved. 


But bleſſed be God that ever you came! I look 
apon you as a meſſenger mercifally ſent from God. 
I take it as his mercy, and it melts me; and I 
take it as your kindneſs, and love you. Your ſpeak- 
ing of the loſt ſheep entered my heart, and the 
prodigal's reception ſtuck to my ſoul; but when in 


prayer you mentioned Chriſt's looſing the perſon 


bound by Satan, and that he came to preach liberty 
to the captives, and to open the priſou- doors ta 
them that are bound: I thought I felt my cords 
breaking, and my foul relieved. I am amazed, 
that I ata not in a publick-houſe drunk; I ata 
amazed to find myſelf mourning before the God 
of pardons! I am amazed at his mercy! _ Bleſſed be 
God for ſalvation! Bleſſed be God for the church, 
and their dealing with me! And bleſſed be God 
for you, brother, and for this day's work. I hope 


I ſhall never forget it. 


Epenetus. Upon ae ee went" ts prayer, 
and mourned much before the Lord, bemoaning him - 
ſelf as one aſhamed and confounded: - He, in a very 
particular manner, bewailed his late aggravated pro. 


vocations; and with many tears bleſſed God for 


counteracting his helliſh purpoſe, by gracioully ſends 


_ Ing his ſervant to him, &c. 


Arrzx this they ſpent ſome time together 10 


| chriſtian converſation, 2 


0 ; But 
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But at laſt, in the deareſt love they took leave of 
each other, and Meddwyn promiſed to viſit NG, 

the next day at ſuch an hour. 
*  Porthwyol could not go home without acquaint» 
Ing one of the Elders, and ſome of the brethren, 
with what he had ſeen and heard that day; and 
told them, that the admoniſhed brother would be at 
bis houſe the next day at ſuch an hour. Accord- 
 Angly he was, and there . ſeveral met him: And 
when they heard him ſpeak of what God had done 
for him, it was like receiving him from the dead. 
F "They prayed, they wept, they mourned, they rejoiced 
er: It was a reviving ſeaſon. They all long- 
* for the church - meeting day, but eſpecially 
the admöniſhed brother. 

Theophilus, So when God gave repentance, he 
was not backward to own it. 1 have, indeed, al- 
ways ſuſpected thoſe perſons, who are ſeemingly 
more aſhamed to repent, than they are to fix. But 
pray, give us ſome account of the next church - 

| 2 1 

| W When the day came, Dewi ſpoke as 
follows: 

Dear eien a great part of our buſineſs, 
while on our pilgrimage towards glory, is to 

«© gie thanks to our God and Father, who hath 
4 delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and 
8 ee tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
«© But though we are, through grace, in this king- 
„ dom of light, we have not arrived beyond all 
'& adverfities; and our adverſaries are numerous, 
% We -wreſtle not only with fleſh and blood, but 


25 with principalities and powers. Our preſent ſtate 
: % ms 18 
A | | 


* 
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ge ig militant, we have on the armour of God; and 
10 the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
« mighty through God to the pulling down ſtrong 
« holds: Precious the armqur, glorious the cauſe, 
« and ſure is the victory; for the ſhout of a King 
« is among us! But let not the ſaints ſleep as 
% do others: The careleſs are often carried into 
« captivity. Let us be ſober and vigilant ; for our 
% adverſary the Devil goeth about, like a roaring 


% lion, ſeeking whom he may devour: He broke 


* in upon us, and carried into captivity one of our 


„ brethren; but, in the glorious name and victori- 


« ous ſtrength of Him who led captivity captive, we 
* put on our armour, and endeavoured to recover 
% him out of the ſnare: And we hope the Capo 
* tain, of our ſalvation hath prevailed. I fay, we 
« hope ſo; and our poor enſnared brother is here 


„ among us this day, to give fome account of 


«© what he hath paſſed through, and of the gracious 
«© arm of our Redeemer, put forth for his relief. 
% Brother, you are deſired to ſpeak.” 

Meddwyn. My honored and beloved fathers and 
brethren, (though it is no honour for you to be 
ſo called by ſuch a'perſon as I am) I have reaſon 
indeed to ſay to the Lord, Forgive mine iniquity, 
for it is great. I have finned againſt light, know- 


| ledge, and innumerable mercies. I have diſhonoured 


God, made his enemies to blaſpheme, and grieved 
the godly. Oh, dear children of God, have pity 
upon me! have pity upon me! Who can tell what 
I have done? The Holy Spirit of God is grieved; 


and it is amazing grace I was not ſtruck down to 
eternal death and darkneſs! What a wonderful 


mercy that I am here this day to tell you my 
O 2 caſe! 
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eaſe !—— The entrance of this fin upon me was by 

little and little, and it was always my intention to 

go but a little further, I firſt began to be gene- 

ral and cold in prayer, and had very little heart 

| for it at all; then to withdraw my affections from 
the godly, and eſpecially the moſt /eriows, and to 
take pleaſure in the drier ſort, and other vain per- 

' ſons, fo long as they would but refrain from bold 
and open blaſphemy. And 1 muſt ſay, that the 
company of a brother preſent, hath been a ſnare to 

me: Not that I have any thing to charge brother 
 Cadarn with, for I never ſaw him dren in my 

3 life; yet, ſomehow or other, through my fault, 

* his company hath been enſnaring. But alas! I had 

my ſnares within myſelf; and as I gave way to 
them they grew upon me, till they led me captive, 

2s a prey in the hands of the mighty. In tender 

* _. ., Jove you endeavoured my recovery, for which I bleſs 
SY IN . God and thank you; but my heart was ſhut up 

| - againſt God and you, (notwithſtanding my dry con- 

| feſſion of my fin) which you perceived; and there- 
fore, as à church of Chrift, you admoniſhed me, 
The admonition, and the private endeavours of bre- 
thren, were ſo bleſt for my recovery, that they pro- 

. - duced in me a great change: But I, like a fool, 

truſted my own heart, was vaſtly pleaſed with my-- 
ſielf, and the conqueſt over my corruption; which 
was no ſooner done than careleſneſs entered my 
heart, and I returned lite the dog to his womit, Then 
ſhame, guilt, 'and a hardneſs poſſeſſed me, which 

_ off all impreſſions of law and goſpel. Up- 

on your /ecozd admonition, I was filled with ſome- 


* of ſo WR a nature, that my fleſh 
trembles 


* 
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trembles to think of it. Diſpleaſed with God and 
the church, diſpleaſed with myſelf, and diſpleaſed 


with all the world; aneaſy and reſtleſs, and how to 


come at eaſe I could not tell! I never thought 
then of Chriſt's eaſy yoke, nor the reſt of ſoul en- 
joyed under it; but was dreadfully reſolved to get 
myſelf drunk, and keep myſelf ſo; and thus to 
forget every burden, And as I was going to put 
this horrid reſolution in practice, (Oh dreadful pre- 
cipice, that Satan and my own corruption had led 
me to!) juſt then, I ſay, God ſent a brother of the 
church to keep me back. He talked to me of the 
loſt ſheep, and the prodigal ; he prayed over my 
bonds, and,. with many tears, intreated the Re- 
deemer, who came to preach liberty to the cap- 
tives, to ſet me free: Then I felt my cords un- 
tied, found love to Chriſt and his church reviving, 
and began to be filled with hatred to ſin, loathing 
myſelf. — The particulars many of you have heard; 
and bleſſed be the Lord that I can now add, 


Come all ys that fear God, and I will tell you what 


he hath done for my foul, He hath delivered my ſoul 
from death; Oh may he alſo keep my feet from 
falling! I am under wounds, bruiſes, and broken, 
bones, but am encouraged to hope, That the Re- 
deemer forgiveth all mine iniquities, and healeth 
all my diſeaſes. Under a ſenſe of the greateſt un- 
worthineſs, I caſt myſelf at his feet, and at yours 
as a church of his. Oh, among the children, among 
the children! — For tears he could ſpeak no move. 
_ Neophytus. What a difference between this and 
his former "x on Certainly this pleaſe 

ed all the church. 
O 3 Epenctus, 
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Epenetur. The whole church heard him with 
many tears; and it was ſome time before the El- 
ders themſelves could ſpeak one word; at laſt, 
fays - | 
Deabi. My. dear brethren, you have heard this 
«© account of the reſtoring grace of God, and the. 
««. preſent frame of ſoul with which or brother- 
« delivered it; if you are, as a church of Chriſt, 


 - *© ſatisfied therewith and teſtify your love to him, 


de willing to admit him into your moſt intimate 


. © fellowſhip in the Lord; fignify it by lifting up 


% your. hands ; — hich they unanimouſly did. 


% And he, poor heart! bowed his head and wept: 


4 — Then thanked them all for their love, and 


<< begged their prayers. — Then Tun gave a 


«« ſhort but ſweet diſcourſe from thoſe words, He 


* reftoreth my ſoul.” ( Pſa. xxiii. 3.) After prayer 

(with abundant thankſgivings) the twenty third 

_ \Pfalm\was' ſung; and ſo their mourning, in this 
particular, ended. Toy ſowed in tart, and werfe 


Jo. 
be, 1 To bake that the affair ad fo well, | 
renders the account pleaſant and reviving. I was 
afraid they muſt have certainly cut him off; but 
God can heal backſlidings. 

Epenetus. Indeed many of them expected nothing 


| elſe, and therefore were the more agreeably ſurpri- 


zed and affected. Great was the glory of that work, 
for by theſe means God fixed in him ſuch an aver- 


 fion to drunkenneſs, that he abhorred all the ways 
leading to it ever after; and was of great uſe to 


d e fans 8 fi» 
... Ghriftophilucs 
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' Chriſlophilus, This was very precious. Oh, when 
ſhall any out of the dark drinking tribes be raiſed 
up for ſervice among their fellows! | 

Theophilus. Something was ſaid about one Cadarn, 
who was a ſnare to his brother; and though that 
was not directly an information lodged againſt him, 
yet it is likely the faithful Elzers, in thoſe primi-- 
tive times, would not let it drop, and lie as a 
ſtumbling block in the church, - without a publick 
conſideration of it. 

Epenetus. That man was a perſon of confidera- 
ble ſenſe and a ſtrong gonſtitution z was very good - 
tempered, and his company entertaining, facetious,, 


and pleafant; which was therefore coveted by ma- 
ny; and I may add, ſeldom denied. He could. 


drink hard without appearing in the leaſt con- 
cerned, However, being a church-member, he in 


| the main appeared religious. He had been often 


talked to by the Elders, upon /ome things the la- 
fulneſs of which they queſtioned, and upon many 


things which appeared not expedient; but he was 


of ſuch a happy temper, and amiable: accompliſh=.. 
ments, that he received every thing in the kindeſt 
and moſt affable manner. This occaſion offering 
itſelf to take ſome notice of him in a publick way, 
Dewi ſpoke” to Meddwwyn as follows: 

* Dear brother, in relating the ſeveral ways 
« whereby your temptations gradually prevailed 
% upon you, you obſerved, That the company of 
brother Cadarn, here preſent, was in ſome ſenſe 
* a ſnare to you. Will you favour us with & 
more particular account of that? — 

O 4 bY 
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 Meddevyn, I have little reafon ta accuſe any 
body, and am forry I mentioned it: I myſelf was 
my own tempter: But ſeeing I muſt ſpeak; —— 
The agreeableneſs of his company, as my mind 
then ſtood, was very pleaſing to me, and his ex- 
- ample taught and encouraged me to drink; but, 

28 I before obſerved, © Know" 20 he" wan that ſaw 
tim drunk. 

” Dewi. © Brother Cadarn, if any poor brother 
« of this church had ſaid of you, That when under 
% temptations your company and exemplary con- 
duct were uſeful for reſtoring his foul; I hope 
„% it would have been much more agreeable to you 
* than fuch a ſtory as this. How can you bean 
it, and not mourn in the duſt before the Lord d 
* Did you not ſin? Did you not ene 
F fins of others? You are deſired to ſpeak.” 
Cadara. Sir, I aim at publick uſefulneſs z nor 


- -\ would I defire to live a day longer than I may 


| be profitable to others. I confider, in every com- 
| |pany, what may be moſt uſeful for converſation, at 
| "that time and place: And as for drinking to ex- 
ceſs, the brother who ſpoke juſtified me; at leaſh. 
he owned he could not accuſe me; nor am I con- 
Kious to myſelf of exceeding, or averſe to appeal 
. to all the world. 

ne. « Then give me leave, brother, to aſc 

* you, Whether at any time you drink more than 
* nature requires, and religion juſtifies ?* 

Cadarn, Sir, I never drink to drunkenneſs, but 


keep within the perfect uſe of reaſon, ſenſe, and 


limb; er ure e ſay of 


me, . N 
| Dewi. 


— 


ö 
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Dewi. We read that Benhadad, king of Syria, 
& was drinking himſelf drunk in his pavilions, 
& yet had the uſe of - reaſon; ſenſe, and limb; 
„* mounted a horſe, and made his eſcape from the 
* conquering tribes. ( 1 Ling xx. 16, 20.) Nor 
« are they, God himſelf being Judge, a happy 

« people, that are mighty to drink wine, and men 
* of ſtrength to mingle ſtrong drink. And though. 
perhaps it hath not been ſaid of you, There goes 
a drunkhard, yet it is known of whom it hat 
« been ſaid; There gocs a perſon who often drinks 
„ as much as will make #wo or three men drunk, 
yet ſtands. up under and carries of all, clean 
* and unconcerned.”” 

- Cadarn, Perhaps I am not ſo great @ drinker 
as ſome would: make me, and my ſtaying out ſome» 
what long in publick places upon bulineſs, may 
make them think 1 drink more than I do. While 


- ethers drink to. exceſs, L am always upon my 
| guard, 


Dei. To tarry long at the wine,. ſtands con- 
« demned in God's word; and that buſineſs which 
requires it, is either unlawful in itfelf, or fin- 


fully managed. If the farmer, vejett it; if the 


„ [/atter, reform it.“ 

Cadarn. Sure, it is lawful. in a moderate way 
to purſue the buſineſs of life, and provide for our 
families; and very often if I had not ſtaĩd ſo long 
t would have mifſed of what 
turned to my conſiderable advantage. 

Dei. But a little gotten in the way of right- 
* eouſneſs, hath à glory upon it 3 while great 


* revenues, obtained out of che path of duty, ſtand 


Os ; % under 
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*« under a dark and dreadful cloud. Beſides, how 
% can you tell but providence might have been 
«© more liberal to you, while attending to your ſpeciat 


© duty towards Him whoſe blefling alone maketh 
„ rich? However, it would have been better for 
% your body and "oo and more agrecable to your 


« family.” _ 

Cadarr. TI never "UAE that my family ſuffered 
through my conduct; nor do I apprehend myſelf 
worſe in ſoul. or body, from any freedom 1 uſe im 


my way of living. 


Dewi. If you do not worſhip God with your 


ST family before they go to bed, or even before it 


«« is very late, they muſt be ſufferers: And ſo they 


„ muſt be, when at a ſeaſonable time, if you are 
4% full of liquor; though not what perſons may call 


| 


'* drunk. In ſuch a caſe they muſt be poor, dry, 

* diſtant performances, that can neither be pleaſing 
1 to God, profitable to your. family, nor hardly 
“ ſufficient to quiet your conſcience. Say what you 
can, ſuch a practice muſt raiſe a wall between 
% von and the Chief Good. Your ſoul muſt be the 
„ leaner for it, as it is incompatible with a ſtate 
« of intimate fellowſhip and br ed n 
« with God.“ | 

Cadarn. As 1 aid before, ſo T fay again, 1 aim 
at /efuineſs ; and N ne ver to be hurtiul to _ 
ſelf or others. 
Dewi. £4 Hurtſul to yourſelf and family you un- 
90 doubtedly are, whether you are ſenſible of it or 


. «© not. Do not you think that you give your chil- 
. «© dren a bad example? You ſay, That you aim at 


* 
1 
: 


l ” — 
- 9 — _ 
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* 


7M W and 1 afk, Are you not deceived by 


7 


« your 


1 
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ee your own heart? Are you not impoſed. upon by 
« the deceitfulneſs of ſin? Or, can you reaſonably. 


- « expect to be uſeful out of God's way?“ 


Cadarn. Sir, I have ſtopped the mouths of many; 


and in companies where I am known, they dare not 


blaſpheme our Redeemer. Many of them, further, 
have“ entertained favorable thoughts of our religion, 
aid are convinced, that we are not ſuch a narrow- 
ſouled, ſevere ſociety, as they had been informed; 
and they have often ſaid, they had a mind to come. 
and hear chriſtianity preached. And, moreover, 
being upon my guard * againſt drunkenneſs, I am 
the more capable of reaſoning with them, when, 
perhaps, many of them are not very capable of 
reſiſting my arguments. ; 
Dewi. © Here, by your own confeſſion, you may 
* ſee the hurt you do- They had been informed 
% that we were ſtrit in our morals, and bent againſt 
« all appearance of evil; but you convince them 
« we are not ſuch a people; and fo they begin to 
* have favourable thoughts of us! Pray, brother, is 
* this doing them good? — And what though you 
« are not drank; pray, what does our Lord ſay 
« of them, who eat and drink with the drunken? 
% And, ſure, if ſomething had not umpaired your 
« own reaſon, you would ngyer conlider that as a 
« fit time to diſpute with any, when they were 
«« confeſſcdly incapable of receiving your arguments, | 
To borrow the prophet's expreſſion, I muſt ay, 
* You are as one of them, You harden them, and 


« grieve the godly,” “ : 
5 . O 6 Cadars. 
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Cadarn. But I have ſeveral of the godly ſome- 
times in company with me; and am more pleaſed 


with theirs than any other. 


Dewi. ** You, godly ſouls, obſerve it and beware f 
% They, Cadarn, by being there, harden you; and 
« either you grieve or harden them.” 

 Cadarn, Sir, from what you have ſaid, for which 
I fincerely. thank yon, I begin to conſider, That 
much hurt may attend a courſe of moderate drink- _ 


| Ing, when evident tokens of W appear 


=. 
Tefan. Brother, I am ** to hear you ſay 


4, ſo, Hurt! No tongue can expreſs how much 
% hurt! Ore healthful perfon ſhall needleſly and 


« wantonly deſtroy as much as might comfortably 
« refreſh ten, who, with heavy hearts and ready to 
« periſh, have nothing to relieve and ſupport them, 


2 That drinking which is not to the glory of God, 
<< which waſtes precious time, hinders M 
% promotes babbling, or impertinent talk, inflames 


* the blood, and indiſpoſes for ſerious devotion, is 
* ſinful drinking. Again: That drinking which 
** prevents ſeaſonable and ſpiritual family worſhip, 


= or fervent cloſet ſupplications before God; that 


1 gives to others a wrong idea of the irifineſs and 
« holineſs bf the chriffian religion, as if it allowed 


„ or connived at, an abuſe of the mercies of the 


% God of heaven; muſt be dangerous and finful. 


In ſhort: That drinking which conforms the pro- 


«« ſeſſors of chriſtianity to the world, and confirms 


* the world in its-vain and ſinful courſes, is down« 


« right rebellion againſt God, and directly oppoſite 
„ to the great deſigns of the goſpel; though at the 
41 | . & ſame 


— 


0 


. 


* 
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% ſame time, ſuch perſons may keep themſelves from 
« being drunk all their days. — Therefore I do, in 
ee the name of Chriſt, and as an Elder in this church, 
«. call upon you, brother Cadarn, for ever to abſtain 
* from, and abhor, How unneceſſary drinking and 
* hurtful companies.” 

Cadarn., My honoured. Paſtor and Teacher, r 
thankfully acknowledge your faithfulneſs to Chriſt 
and to me; and am glad this reproof was ſo pub- 
lick, for the benefit of others, who, perhaps, were 
grieved and hurt by my conduct. 

Uyon this, their requeſts were made known to 
God, with abundant thankſgivings, and the —— 
was concluded, | 

Neophytus. A precious meeting! Here God bore 
teſtimony to the word of his grace, his inſtitutions 
and appointments. The glory of the Lord was among: 
them, and his fear before their eyes. 

- Chriftophilus, When with former glory I compare 
the. pre/ent poſture of things, in Jane chriſtian 
churches, my heart finks within me. Where drink- 
ing fellows deſpiſe and dare the diſcipline of the 
churches; and, with atheiſtic hearts and diſdainful 
looks, fay to the Elders, Car me off, cut me off, 
And when they are cut off, they follow their old 
ways without reformation or concern; ſtifly maintain 
ſome inviſible privileges, and glory, That they &now 


the goſpel when they hear it. Then with looks brave 


and big, with ſneers and ſcoffs, they rave againſt. 
all churches as abounding with prie/-craft: And if 
any of their fellows are reſtrained, by ſtings of con- 
feience, from the ſame pitch of confidence with 
themſelves; they are laughed at, and deſpiſed, as 

- "IS feeble, 


. 
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feeble, fooliſh and weak. Vea, many of the wretches 
make a tender con/cience their ſport, © But God | 


will come to execute judgment upon them, for 
all their ungodly deeds, and all their hard ſpeeches, 
which they have ſpoken againſt him.” , You may 


eaſily know them, for, They walk after their own 


luis, and their mouth ſpeaketh great —_— 


words.” (o) 
| Epenatus. Cadarn immediately reformed, and never 


fell into ſuch a courſe any more; but religiouſly 
abſtained from all occaſions leading thereto: And, 

reaping in his own ſoul the great advantage of a 

cloſe walk with God and his people, that day twelve-- 

month, being a church-meeting day, be ſtands up, kJ 
and deiires of the Elders leave to ſpeak before the 

church ſomething that was upon his mind. And, 
: leave being given, he ſpoke as follows: 


Cadars. « Honoured and beloved in the Lord; 
you may remember, moſt of you, how I, was 
reaſoned with and reproved, about a year ago, 
in the church. I ftand here now to bleſs God for 
that day's reproof and inſtruction. I have been 
enabled to abitain from my fn (as I now call 
it) and mercifully enjoy the precious effects of a 
different courſe. The Lord, in merey, hath re- 
ſtored my ſoul; this I happily know; my family 
knows it; 1541 thought it my duty to let you 
know it, as a church. Were it put to my choice, 
methiaks I would not for all Caerludd forego 
my preſent comforts, and fall into my former 
way. May fice grace preſerve me; and for ever 


A. le) Jud 25, 16, 
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deliver me from truſting in an arm of fleſh! I bleſs 
« God for church memberſhip; .1 bleis God for the 
% Flders- who reproved me, and for the precious 
« advantages of that reprouvf, through the divine 
« bleſſing, to my ſoul; and now I earneitly deſire 
« a ſhare in your prayers,” C 
Neophytus, A refreſhing ſtory this! May we al. 
| ways hear ſtories of the conquering grace of God! 
I hope, dear Epenetus, you are ready furniſhed to 
give us ſome more of them, | 
Epenetus, My dear friends and neighbours, our 
duties to God and our families demand our atten- 
tion ; and may we, in our evening attendance on 
our heavenly father, enjoy much of his preſence 


? 


DIALOGUE, 


5 Thr church memberſhip of children; aufs are mt only 


the beſt news for ever, But what gave chearfulneſs 
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* the care of their parents, but of the church and its 
” officers; to be inſtruded, Sc. 'as [the caſe may re 
guire, Phi extmplified in the account of Cyndyn, 
the Son Gobeithiol. His awerfion to holy auties 
He i p. ivately reproved by the Elders; not re- 
claimed; publicly admoniſhed; alſo a ſecond tin; 
continues obſtinate, and is cut of. He leave his 
parents; wanders about in great diſtreſs; but is at 
length converted. His parents hear of it. Meſſengers 


are fent for him. He relates to the church his er- 


perience; whereby another” rebellious ſon is converted. 
They are both joyfully received 0 the church. 


*. „. 


2214 Tatornitvs. 


-ERE i is Neophytus haſtening throogh ike. grove, 
Kill eager to hear the intereſting - ſtory, — 


So, Neophytut; I hope yon bring us good tidings: 
Your countenance diſcovers ehen: : Come, what 
is the beſt news? 


Neoghytus, The goſpel, bs goſpel, Theophilus, is 
to 
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to my countenance, if any appears there, was the 
conſideration of that innocent mirth which univerſal 
nature at this time diſcovers. 

Theophilus. But we know that the whole creation 
groaneth, and travaileth in pain until now. i 
Neophytus. Ay, ay; it is true, there is nothing 
we have ever ſeen that comes up to the glory and 
beauty of Paradiſe: But there is a promiſe, That 
the wilderneſs ſhall become as Caen, and our deſart 
as the Garden of the Lord. In the mean while, 
though groans and death muſt attend every thing 
temporal, however beautiful and pleaſant, there is a 
time to rejoice. — Theophilus, had you been with me 
this day in my walks, you would have ſaid, That 
God had made Tabor and Hermon to rejoice, an 
the little hills on every fide. Oh! it refreſhed me 
to ſee aur paſtures clothed with flocks, and ous 
valleys covered over with corn. God made me glad 
through his work; and the finging of birds around 
ſtrongly induced me to join the chorus: And be- 


cauſe 4% could not praiſe God with deſign, 1 
thought they bid ½ do it for them.“ 


® Beaſt fain would fing; birds ditty to their noten z 

Trees would. be tuning on their native lute, 7 

To Thy renown: But all their hands and throats 24% 
Are brought to may; while they are lame and mutt, | + 
Man is the world's High-Prigf; be doth preſent 8 
The ſacrifice for all; while they below 

Unto the ſervice mutter an aſſent, 

Such as pings uſe that al and winds that hom, 


as 
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Theophilus, Indeed did we but duly obſerve the 
wonders of providence, not to mention thoſe of re- 
deeming love, which are infinitely above all bleſſing 
and praiſe; we ſhould be conſtantly conſtrained to 

give. thanks and ſing.“ 
Chriftophiluts 


He that to praiſe and laud Tu doth refrain, 
Doth not refrain unto himſelf alone; | 
But robs a thouſand, who would praiſe thee fain 5_ * 

And doth commit a world of fin in one | 


HER BZE 27 


\ . 3 

„% Gop made the whole world for man, and man for Hime 
« ef; that by him nature, otherwiſe dumb and ſtupid, might 
© become in a manner eloquent and grateful towards its Creator z 
« and that man, placed in the midſt of the creatures, who were 
all defigned for his uſe and ſervice, might lend them his voice, 
his underſtanding and admiration, and be in a manner the prigſ 
« of all nature, How many benefits has it pleaſed God to con-- 


ker upon man? Not content with providing for his neceſſities, 


« his care and tenderneſs have ſupplied him with what miniſters 
& to pleaſure and delight, — There is no part of nature which does. 
* not pay à tribute to man, that man in his. turn may pay | 
. 6 the author of all theſe benefits the due homage of gratitude 
« and praiſe, — the moſt efſential duty of the pay Nor muſt 
| titude be allowed to ſay, That it is zaturs ſupplies us with 
« all theſe bleffings ; unlefs by this word, which has uſually no 
« diſtinet idea affized to it, we are to underſtand only the Di- 
« yinITY himſeit, who moves every thing, produces every thing, 
« and makes himſelf known to us every moment by his benefits and 
2 bounty. — If man had any ſenſe of honour and gratitude, all that 
* he ſees in nature, all that he experiences in himſelf, would be to 
« him a continual ſubject of gratitude, praiſe and thankſgiving, The 
* herb of the field, which ſupplies the animals. with milk for his 
« nouriſhment, the wool of theſe animals, which furniſhes him with 
®% clathes, ought to fill him with admigation, When he ſecs the clods 
* "0 
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Chriftophilus. Eſpecially when we reflect; That 
with the Lord there is mercy; that he delighteth 
therein; and that all his paths towards them, who 
put their truſt in him, are mercy and truth. . 
"98 an Philalethes., 


« of earth cruſhed and broken to pieces by the plough - ſhare, and 
96 a long ridge thrown up for the reception of the ſeed, he ought 
« to cry out, How great is God! How good, in having procured 
« for us all the inſtruments proper for tillage! When he fits down 


« to table to eat, every thing ſhould recall God to his mind, and 


«& renew his gratitude, *Tis He (he ſhould ſay) who has given 
©« me hands to take up my food, teeth to break and grind it, 
« a ſtomach to digeſt it; and, what is the ſubje&t of praiſes, 
« which more nearly concern me, it is He, who, to all the be- 
« nefits he confers upon me, adds, befides, the ineſtimable ad- 
« vantage of knowing the author of them, and making ſuch uſe 
« of them as is conformable to his will, As all mankind are 
es plunged into a deep letbarg y concerning Providence, is it not 
« juſt that ſome, in the name of all the reft, ſhould publickly- 
« ſing hymne and ſongs to its honour?” (Roitin's Metbod of 
Study, Vol. iv. Book v. Artic, 1.) | 
Wia men in general but attentive to theſe ſentiments, w 

abounding evils, particularly, what fintul waſte, and extravagant 
luxury, might be prevented in the world; and how happy for our 
nation in particular, where theſe vices rezgn with almoſt unbounded 
ſway z fince they are evidently produced and foſtered by their ab- 
horred parent ingramtude / But if the above quoted reflections be 
the language of pbileſophy, of pagan pbilolophy ; if thoſe be the 
ſentiments of Cicero, Seneca, aud Epittetus, Who were without 
© Chrift, being aliens from the commenwealth of Iſrasl, and 


« ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and 


« without God in the worla;' what tolerable plea can be of- 


fered, what poſſible excuſe can be formed, to exculpate, or even 


to extenuate, the abounding ingratitude of profeſſing Chriſtians 3 
who ate fo highly favoured with privileges unknown to heathens, 
and numberleſs incentives to grateful praiſe ? — Still more aſtoniſh- 


ing is it (though not vacommon) to find a diſcontenced, murmure 


* 


— 
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 Philalethes, A bleſſed ſubject, for thoſe who have 
made themſelves miſerable, to meditate upon: His 
mercy is in the heavensg yea, above the heavens; 
and of his mercy we ſhould ſing aloud. 

- Neephytas., And with pleaſure I obſerve, That 
the gart alſo is full of his mercy, Who can lay 
open the multitude of his tender mercies? Oh! my 
_ heart is refreſhed with: that divine declaration, The 
Lord is good 10 I POR NE PONTOON (99, cn. 
all his works | | 
Slg shi. When I confider the wiſe and ten- 
der providence of God towards every living thing ; 
— the prouiſon He makes for the innumerable tribes 
of the ſeveral elements, and the plea/ure they enjoy 


According to their various capacities and diſpoſitions ; 
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anited to, the Son of God, and made (wonderful indeed ) 
temples of the Holy Spirit + Who, moreover, are loved w 
everlaſting love; redeemed by the precious blood of Chrift ; 
with an holy calling; juſtified and fan&ified, in the name of 
Lord Jeſus and by the Spirit of our God; preſerved by omn 
tent power,. in the way of holineſs and peace here, and 
for endleſs, never-fading glory hereafter | — Chriſtian reader, 
on untbankful towards the Eternal Source of all, in 

of theſe and innumerable other mercies and. covenant- 
which are as infullibly ſecured. as they are freely beſtowed 
which, when even unperceived, inceſſantly flow for thy f 
and comfort Bluſh at the very thought. — Imitate rather the 
. delightful practice of the ſweet Pſalmiſt of asl, who ſummoned 
all his powers to celebrate the deſerved praiſes of IVAA 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; and all that rs within me bleſs bis holy 
name. „ 
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my heart is thankful on their behalf. Every 
thing attending them is beautiful, except what ous 
fins have procured. — But there is one gift of the 
God of nature granted to moſt if not to all of 
them, that I have been often greatly affected withz 
and that is their (Tren) natural affetion, tender= 
neſs and care for their young. A favep,' to defend 
its lamb, will threaten a ma/ffif; and a timorous 
hen will, in defence of her young, fly at an ragt. 
I have thought, what a merciful proviſion this, for 
the ſafety of the feeble, that cannot help themſelves! 
And with pleaſure I have at times indulged a con- 
templation of the infinite compaſſions that dwell in 
the eternal Spring of life. | 
Theophilus, Your following the ſeveral ſtreams of 


pity and affection in animal life, up to the foun- 


tain from whence they flow, is certainly a juſt and 
rational proceſs. . For what, in the whole kingdom 
of providence, is a greater demonſtration” of the 
divine pity and goodneſs, than the affections of 


tender parents to their offspring ? | 


Chriftophilus. In ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture God 
condeſcends to expreſs his ſpecial love and pity to 


his people, by that natural affection tender parents 


I and diſcover: And fince God hath graciouſly 
given me children, I underſtand them in another 
manner than before. The pains I have felt in the 


afflictions of my child, and the very ſenſible pleaſure. 


J haye enjoyed in its relief and proſperity ; the ear- 
neſt defires after all happineſs for this life and the 
next; and the carefal attendance without wearineſs 
to the uſe of all means for its good; have heen 
to me the moſt inſtructive commentaries, Oh, the 
| . grace 
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. grace and love of God in ſuch kind expreſſions as 
theſe! Like as a father pitieth his children, fo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him, Thou ſhalt call me, 
My Father, and ſhalt not turn away from me. A one 
avhom his mother comforteth, fo will I tomfort you. 4 
mother may forget her ſucking child, yet will I not for» 
get thee. Many more ſcriptures of a like kind are 
very precious to me: For I think with myſelf, If 
my love to my child, who am but a poor ſinful 
parent, hath ſo many ways of diſcovering itſelf; what 
muſt the love, and bowels of compaſſion, of my hea- 
,venly Father be to his children! — And as to my 
little ones, the Lord ſeems to ſay to me concern. 
ing each, as the Egyptian princeſs ſaid to Mo/es's 
mother, Take this child and nurſe it for me:“ 
And with joy I apply myſelf to the work. 
'  Philalethes, How did the Lord approve of that 
care in Abraham! |** For I know him that he will 
« command his children, and his houſhold after 
«© him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord.” 
And how did he recommend it unto the Tribes! 
« And theſe words, which I command thee this 
« day, ſhall be in thine heart; and thou ſhalt 
% teach them diligently unto thy children; and thou 
* ſhalt talk of them when thou. fitteſt in thine 
% houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
% when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up.“ (p) 
- Philologus. And how encouraging to godly pa- 
rents is that ſpecial notice the Apoſtle John 
takes of little children! © I write unto you, lit- 
« tle Children, becauſe your fins” are forgiven you 
; | « for 


(p) Deuty vi, 6, 7. 
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e for his name ſake, —— I write unto yon, little 


2 children, becauſe ye have known the Father.” 


(b) — Though in our tranſlation, as I have re- 
peated the words, we have little children twice 
yet in the original the Apoſtle makes a difference, 


„ write to you (rue my dear tle, ones, in 
«© your tender infancy, becauſe your fins are for- 


« given you for his name ſake, I write to you 
oe (ada) my dear little youths, who, though young 
« in years, have received ſome jinſtructions and 
« known the Father,” Chriſt, the prince of ſhep- 
herds, gathers his lambs with his arms, and carries 
them in his boſom, When he gave his Apoſtles 
charge to feed his fheep, he expreſsly charged them 
to feed his /ambs alſo. And here we ſee the be- 


loved diſciple, in a very faithful manner, diſcharg- 


ing his truſt, —— Let affectionate pious parents for 
ever admire the grace of God! And let them 
be encouraged to bring up their little ones in the 


. nurture and admonition of the Lord; (e) that they 
may in tender youth know the Father. 


Syllogificus. Amazing grace indeed! And from 
what you mentioned laſt upon nurture and admoni-' 


tion, I muſt obſerve, that the kindneſs of God. to 
our children abundantly appears in the commands 


he lays upon ug, to bring them up in the way 


of the Lord; or, as the holy Spirit elſewhere ex- 
preſſes it; To train them up in the way they ſhould 
0. (d) Surely the many repeated precepts of 
God concerning their education, with ftrit charge 


net 


(b) 1 Jobn, K. 12, 13. (e) Eb, M. 4. (4) Prove M, 6. 


Fm var ct 2s 4 


* iii Dias, 


them, are plain demonſtrations of his tender regard 
to them; and they are unſpeakable encouragements 
to us concerning them. 

Neophytus. Our Lord tells us in the plaineſt 
terms, concerning little children, That the kingdom 
of heaven it theirs; — which | muſt imply, either 
church-memberſhip in the kingdom of Chriſt upon 
earth; or (dying ſuch) the kingdom of glory above. 
And, therefore, parents are under the greateſt oZ- 
 figations to bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. For. what did our Lord 
mean, when, after his reſurrection, he left it in 
charge with his diſciples, to feed his lambs ? 

_  Epenetus. Chriſt by feeding his lambs meant, 
that tender godly care and love towards all the 
- Thildren of the church, that manifeſts itſelf by'a 
fincere and faithful diſcharge of all thoſe daties, 
which the ſcriptures require, and particular cir- 
cumſtances render neceflary. What did our 
Lord intend by feeding his feep? The very ſame 
he muſt mean by feeding his /ambs; namely, a 
faithful diſtribution of their reſpective portions to 
each in due ſeaſon. — The children of the church 
are not only the care of their parents, but alſo of 


tze church and its officers z to be inſtructed, en- 


couraged or reproved, in a private or publick way, 
as the caſe may require, And though at preſent 
duties of this kind are much neglected, yet from 

the beginning it was not ſo. 


Neophytus. 


„on the fubje& of infants? right to Luptifm, ſomething hath 
been faid before; (See Dial, it, page 66. Note } alſo on their con- 
| ſequeat 
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eplus. L. hape therefore, \ Epenetus, you will 
-Aayour us with ane or. two inſtances, to exemplify 


this impertant part of church diſcipline. 


| »Epengtas. You may remember; that not long ſigce 
1, mentioned a vit of one of the Riſhaops of the 


* firſt church, in Combs, . to. +096, -Gabeithjol, . and 


7 


ſequent right to church-memberſoip. (Dial, it, page 78, Note.) But 
our Author, in this part of the original work, takes conſiderable 


, pains. to maintain a favourite, point, which I. ſhall venture to pro- 


nounce a yery,/precarious bypatbeſes, . It is that of Bereditary grace 3 


if 1 may ſo expreſs the notion, that all, the children of the god- 
in ane abfletcy interefted, in, all gew-copenant bleſſings, This, ſen= 
-4izpent, s- Nen dightly. touched, ugon, in, ſeveral, of the ** 
ing Dialogues, and 1 have, before had , occafion to. 
_ it is; liable. to many weighty abjeBions, 8 vs 
; now) advert to, his. principal, evidence, and briefly examine, bow well 
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Oo, Ann Tux Gop. or Tur dab. Theſe are his 
Bor, are.. we, juſtly authorized to apply à divine 
weren a dite unden, bh any other. rule chan 
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Mu his wife; both of them very eminent 
Chhriſtians, but under great diſtreſs of mind, on ac- 
count of a ſtubborn' ſon of theirs, whoſe name was 
" Cyndyn: * I ſhall now proceed, in compliance with 
our friend Neophytur's "requeſt, and as it Wir, ſab. 


_ ſerve our main deſign, to gire you * 'partieulars 


of that youth's hiſtory, + {1 


| Wuzx 
„ See Dial. % pour 206. | 


+ \ 
3 
© evident intention of the 107 Spirit and can this de bitte aſcer- 
* tained" than by carefully attending to that ' ſenſe of the paſſage 
in queſtion, which mof# unexceptionably Larmonizes with the whole 
of revelation and the analogy of faith ? But that interpretation 
- of the Abrabamic promiſe, which. Ms, Morrice and fone others 
have adopted, and which conſiders the words in their literal, 
abſolute and undiſtinguifhed application, is replete with veiy 
a abſurd conſequences, Jehovah, ſurely, was not the God ©: 
Alrabam and of his unbelieving natural deſcendants, in the Jem: 
reſpects! Or was the immediate offipring of a pious ' Hebrew in- 
' titled to the fulneſs of the parents blefling ? 'So far from it, 
© that we have not the leaſt evidence from the ſacred oracſes of 
any child among the thouſands of Tfrac,,, 'who was intitied to 


x 


* 


the righieouſneſs of faith in virtue of the patents) piety,” Nor is 


there ſufficient evidence, that cdiramcfion, which the apoſtle terms 
2 Seal of the righteouſneſs of | faith, was ever adminiſtered to the 
Neid infants, but as they had 2 retroſpect relation to the 
renowned varelarths, Abrabam, Tſaac, td Jacob. If fo, by what 
© fair pretence can a pious - Chriſtian, more than a pious Jew, turn 
* claimant with God, in behalf of his children, for the bleffings 
of righteouſneſs and eternal life? Do not thouſands of the 
' moſt aſſectionate parents experience to their inexprefſible grief, 
chat their children, at leaſt ſome of them, when grown up to 
think and act for themſelves, are prone, if not equally prone, ta 
vice, with the reſt of their neighbours; and continue to their 
dying day proof againſt every pious effort to their reformation ? 


nels 


„. 


Wren Cyndyn was yet but a young child, there 
appeared on him ſome "uncommon tokens of per- 


verſeneſs; though the parents always hoped they 
were only ſuch as would quickly vaniſh before the 
f of chriſtian education and growing reaſon. 
There were, eur ſome things in him which, 


T's | | for 


neſs to the powerful efficacy of a ſanctißed education, But in 
effecting this, God is to be regarded as bleſſing appointed meant, 


rather than accampliſping covenant engagements made to the parents. 


To conceive accurately of the Abrabamic covenant, it is ne- 


ceſſary to conſider it under a abreefold aſpect; both as it relates 


to the believing Patriarch bimſe/f, and his covenanted ſeed, _ I 


will be thy God, Viſited by ſovereign grace, he becomes an emi- 
nent believer; and, then, in virtue of a free promiſe, he receives 
the additional honour of being the father of a ſeed in three re- 


ſpects. Fit, he was conſtituted a conſpicuous pattern, or bright 
exemplar, for all that ſhould believe through grace, whether Jews 


or Gentiles; ſecondly, the honoured progenitor of the Lord Meſſiah 3 
- thirdly, the diſtinguiſhed parent of a peculiar people. But the 


two laſt aſpects are cloſely connected; as the latter was altoge- 
ther in ſubordination to the former, Jehovah became Arabum 


Dod in the fulleſt, and moſt glorious ſenſe of the phraſe z — his 


exceeding great reward, and his all-ſufficient portion, — by ſovereign 
electing love in the adorable Immanuel; through the fab of the 
operation of God, apprehending. the common ſalvation, Whatever 
honorary titles, or valuable privileges, were conferred upon him, 
as an additivn to the glorious bleſſing; the exemplar of all the 
faithful, the progenitor of the Meſſiah, the parent of the Fer 
nation; theſe, 4 theſe accumulated honours, evidenced the Lord 
to be Abraham's God in a ſecondary view only. — The ſame 
threefold diſtinction ſhould be obſerved reſpecting the other part 
of the promiſe, — I will be the God of thy ſecd. Abraham's 
ſeed, under the fie aſpect, intends all the heirs of grace, who 
receive righteoulnels and life after his example; „who are born, 
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-for his years, gave, uncommon, diſcoveries of vit, 
\Contriyance and, defign 4 t. And though ever appear- 
ing in fome ſelfiſh or miſchievous 3 inſtances, the pa- 
rents Rill erpected that ſuch parts would in time 


be. orerruled and fitted for ſome. uncommon _ ſer- 
vice. Accordingly he had in their affections what 


Might be called, an extraordinary degree of my 
ut 


age e e e the will of the del, der of be will of 
man, but of God,” Job i. 13.) Under the ſecond aſ- 
"pet, the term ſeed evidently . means the Lord Chitift 3 to which 
| peeeptation the inſpired resſaner Cal. iii. 16.) where be 
Ausdes the Jus from confiding in an external relation to their 
©- felebrated anceſtor, direQting their views to the divine tedeemer. 
. Now to Abrabam and his feed were the piomiſes made. He 
Ferne but, as of one, and tq 
feed, © which is Chrift,' Under the third aſpect, the 
d ſeed muſt imply the pofterity of Abraham in the line of 
| ee "and" 70603 who. were diſtinguiſhed . from other nations 
by the painful rite of circymeiſion, - in conjunction with other 
- pbſervances and peculiarities 3- and thereby ſerved as an ho- 
nouted wybicle, eeremonially conſecrated, to uſher in Meſſiah the 
* Prince, In the fuloefs gf. ime, eres the theatre of the world, 
— Jn. him alf the families of the earth, who are the_objeQts of re; 
deeming love, are eternally ' bleſfſtq. By his incarnation and a, 
. tonement all carpal conneBions were diflolved. When He, 'the 
- moſt Holy, was anointed to make reconeiliation for iniquity, and 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, the' Jecond and third aſpeQty 
| of the promiſe were fulfilled. So fulfilled, that no mortal could 
der alter conſiſtently plead them for himſelf or his ſeed, — If 'we 
+ conficer Chriſty in reference to theſe diſtinctions we may obſerve, 
+ that av to the ff, he is the grand medium through whom grace 
: Hows to the elect; as to the ſecond, he is the ſubſtance and zlo- 
< vious centre from whom all ſpiritual bleflings are diffuſed through 
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Byr as he grew up, the diſagreeable tokens of 

a perverſe nature grew falter than he aid. He" 

diſcovered particularly a fad averfion to prayer: 

Never was willing to get up in a morning, till the 

worlhip of God in the family was over; and at 

hight, either he was alleep, or there muff be one 
to keep him awake, of he had the head-ach, and 
muſt go to bed, In the publick worſhip he would 
be ſtarin about him for his diverſion, br at ſome” 

fooliſh, reifling play with hands, fingers" or feet 3 

or perhaps aſleep: And upon examination,” when” 

he came home, what he remembered? ( for his pa- 
rents always charged him to obſerve What he heard, 
and to bring with him home as much as he could) 

13 | * 


he was the ultimate end, to whorh all preparatory diſpenſatzons | 
and, peculiar rites, referred, — Theſe confiderations, I preſume, are | | 
fufficient to evince, that nete teſtament ſaints have nothing more to | 
d with the Arahamic covenant, than the old teftament believ=* - | 
er who lived pier to Abrabam; nor in a fenfe fo much: For 

Adam, Enoch, Noah; Ce. were not only intereſted in "the bleſs - 
fings of grace and glory; bat were, moteovet, the progenirors of 

chriſt by promiſe, only in 4 manner leÞ explicit, What wey , 
then, have te claim, 
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he -would either ſay, That kia head did FER, or that | 
ſomething fell out by the way whieh made him 
farget What he did remenber; or that he remem- 
bered /omething he was ſure, only he could not ſay 
the very words of it. Reading he always abhorred, | 
and it was a torment to him to hear others read; 
and though his parents always told him of his 
natural ſtate and the only way of ſalvation, and 
how by prayer night and morning he ſhould cry to 
God; and even ſhould never partake of his food 
without thankful thoughts ſent up to God, and 
5 Words of prayer for a bleſſing; yet prayer he de- 
teteſted, and he always fell to his food like a 
ſwine. 
Tus means of inſtruction the parents uſed were 
| | many; they catechiſed him, they made him learn 
ſome portions of ſctipture by heart, they would 
over and over tell him the meaning of them, they 
would reaſon with him, reprove him, pray with 
him, chaſtiſe him, call others to teaſon with him, 
eſpecially the Elders and Hagar: Which from time 
to time, they faithfully did; and now and then 
would ſeemingly faſten- conviction upon him, and 
obtain ſome promiſes ; but all to very little pur- 
poſe, — However, any, little thing. the poor parents 
were very glad of. They kept in their duty to- 
Wards him, always - earneſtly deſiring and eagerly 
expecting to ſee ſome good fruit to follow; and 
to their great joy a ſudden reformation commene- 
ed, and a great change appeared upon him; he 
would read, would conſtantly. join in family-wor- 
ſtip, would talk about religion, keep company with 
religious youths; would pray with them and would 
| et! o 
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pray alone: Now were his parents pleaſed, 
now they wept for joy ! — 

Bur after a little while their tears took another 
turn, and their trial became almoſt intolerable: I 
told you there appeared à change upon him, and 
now it appeared there was no change i» him. He 
threw away that external religion he took up, left 
off reading, was weary of family-worſhip, forſook the 
company of religious youths,” and would pray no 
more. His former prayers were generally loud, 
but now that noiſe was laid. His, parents could 
hardly get him to the publick worſhip; he was 
driven to it as a flave, and behaved in it like a 
ſtupid obſtinate ſinner. He choſe the worſt of 
company, conformed to their ways, and in many 
things quickly became their chief. Now prayers, 
tears, reproofs, chaſtiſements, threatnings and pro- 
miſes were all to no purpoſe ; he hated inſtruction, 
and was in love with all the ways of death. 

Ons time, being out on his wicked rambles, and 
found in the ways of fin, he was brought home z 
and his father, being able enough to deal. with 
him, ſent up a figh to heaven, and gave him a 
ſevere. chaſtiſement, and cried ſorely as he did itz 
for being a tender father, he fe/t the blows him- 
ſelf; they went more to /is heart than they did to 
his ſon's. Howeyer, the young man went immedi- 
ately to bed, and the father into his cloſet to 
pour out his ſoul before God; and .the poor ten- 
der mother alſo retired to mourn and pray alone.— 


The father was afraid he had chaſtiſed too raſhly 


and ſeverely; that he had not only hurt his child's 
body, but hardened his heart, making him think 
, P 4 hard 
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4 
2 


31 Sol Religion ext MH LIrI rb! Dial. r 


hardly of religion. The” mother” was not without 
ſuch thoughts. They each ef them mourned' apart 
under this; and when they met, they could not 
ſpeak to one another for ſome time. At laſt ſays 
(Iroghrte, My deaf; what have you done? Will 
he not think chriſtianity cruel?” Have you not 
given him what he muſt carry with him to his 
grave? Our child to our grief is very rebellious 
büt what do you think you have beef ar? | 
Gobtithibl. My dear; do not you add to my grief 
it is almoſt greater than 1 cat beat I have not“ 
chaſtiſed willingly: I have ſeourged myſelf: Aud 
though it was my work, it was my ſtrange work; 
1 deſire FT may never do it more. I am afraid E 
Rave exceeded, bit” I aimed at my duty. 
Nasyntud „I would not have you fall under a re. 
proof that 2 givew to à man of God, becauſs* 
his ſons made themſelves” vile and he reftrained: 
them not. I own that you ſhould chaſtife and do- 


alt you can to refrain him, dat excuſu me; I. 


am his mother! 
Sobel. And, my dear, I am hiv faked 


and unto me the Lord ſiys,' Chates my hn, while 
alert is hope, ant lit mt thy hei par for his 
erfing. And you know who hath faid, Hr has 
JSPareth hit rod, hattth IS WANG 9” 
claſnut him befinits. 
"Mwoyatdd. I have brought forth for edule 2 
child, the" ſon of my womb; is the fon of my for- 
row, — Oh, my child, my dear child, of whom 1 


al bun vids! . 
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med in him! — Pray, my dear, go to the throne 
of grace for a bleſſing' on this correction and let. 
p me join -with you. 

VUron this they threw themſelves before the Lord; 
they prayed, modurned, "confeſſed and humbled them“ 
ſelves under a ſenſe of this fore trial; and with 
many tears committed their child to God, beggin 
his bleſſing upon all. But ftill that night the 
ſon had N reſt than they had. Nobody can tell 
how it is with tender parents, but tender parents 
themſelves ! P 3 1 

Ciriſepbiluu. Dear Epenetur, in this ſtory you 
have touched me to the quick ; in bearing this re- 
lation, I cannot help putting myſelf”; into the as 
of thoſe parents ; ; and I wonder how they d 
live! The pains of ſach parents no words can ex: 
preſs, —— ] But how did they find it with their fol 
the following day? 

| Epenetus.” Poor hearts! As far as prudence would 
r they diſcovered all tenderneſs to bim; ane 

ough they did not 7% him ſo, were glad \ d 
thankful to ſee him ſo well. He was preſent” 
family-worſhip, when his father, with great enlarg- 
edneſs and Affection, ſent up ſtrong cries, with many 
tears, on his behalf; declared and pitied his bog. 
Ation, and pleaded the fich and glorious grace” f 
85 10 the chief of finners, — The” poor mork 


#,. C47 


2 diſcover but à fullen ab countenance, * 
Maaflytui, Sure * that Fourg man there 
7 3 ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be marks of reprobation ; his caſe was 
deſperate, 
© Theophilus, * This is raſh, Neophytus : The marks 
of reprobation are not known to us; nor can any 
man living tell, whoſe caſe is deſperate, ——It is 
well that God's thoughts are higher than our's, — 
Epenetus, excuſe us. 
=  Epenetus. His father ſet kim to bly proper buſi- 
neſs which he refuſed not. His father's counte- 
nance diſcovered the greateſt concern, but his words 
to him were few. His mother took the firſt op- 
poftunity to talk to him, but could get nothing 
from bim much to the purpoſe. But he kept in 
for ſome weeks, and generally attended family - wor- 
/ ſhip, though it appeared to be his burthen; but 
never regarded his parents as his belt friends. So 


naſter a while he fell into his bad courſes, with 


"AE more greedineſs than ever, and boldneſs in A 
l ew upon him. 

Theophilus, This muſt be very trying. What 
ald his poor parents do then? 

Epenetus, They prayed for him, reproved him, 
and reaſoned with him, from time to time, and 
| now one of their Elders paid them a viſit, and 
* arply reproved the rebellious youth, and receiyed 
- + From him an obſtinate anſwer, which a few, weeks 
I gave you the account of, — But quickly 
ber that, all the Elders and a few of the bre= 
-thren, upon the parents“ requeſt, came 9 a 
* in prayer at Gobeithiol's houſe. 

 Neophytus, With ſubmiſſion, , I earneſtly defirs 
ome, account of = day's work, 


Epenetus, 


rr 
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- Fpenetus, Their principal buſineſs being with 
God, they thought the greateſt part of their time 
kould be taken up in prayer. Yefan begun, and 
with an enlarged heart earneſtly defired the preſence 
of God, the God of all grace, with them that day 
and that it might be a day to be remembered. — 
After Yefan,. two Ruling Elders prayed, in the ſame 
ſpirit, , and much to the ſame purpoſe; and then 


Dewi read (Eph. vi. 1.) Children, obey your parents 


in the Lord; for this is right ; — and from that text 
gave that ſmall aſſembly a very ſweet diſcourſe ; 
aiming eſpecially at the ſupport of the parents and 
conviction of their ſon. He obſerved how the holy 
ſpirit, in writing to the churches, included the chil- 
dren, and often directly ſpeaks to them, He obſer- 
ved, that God directly entruſls parents to teach, 
inſtruct and commend their children in his name. He 
obſerved therefore, that it was the ſpecial duty of 
children to o their parents ſo teaching, inſtruting 
and commanding. He obſerved, that as Parents 
ſhould require. nothing but what the Lord requires, 
ſo, that children in obeying ſhould, in the fr 
place, obey the Lord, and then their parents as 


authorized by him, and commanding in his name. 


He obſerved therefore, that it was the ſpecial duty 
both of parents and children to hre much into 
the mind of the Lord, and conform themſelves 
thereunto, or elſe neither the commands of the one, 
nor the obedience. of the other could be ſaid to be 
in the Lord. And laſtly, he obſerved, that upon 
ſuch authority and obedience there is à great deal 
of beauty and glory; for all is right. Upon each 
* nee and took up as much time as 
0 | P6' ' he 
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he thought convenient; and then in @ fervent 
prayer to God begged the divine blefling thereon; 
and the divine guidance in what yet did lie before 
them, as the deſigned work of that day. 

Chriftophilks, 1 Wiſh ech godly family bad u 
ſeriptural evangelical diſcourſe upon thoſe obſerva- 
tions! — Fat pray what was there more to be done? 
Deu. The next thing they judged neceſſary 

Was, to put ſome cloſe queſtions to the young man, 
and get from Him what anſwers they could; 2 
Hort as of which, take as follows. 
F. 1 Will take leave, Cyrdjr, to aſk you 
one queſtion, which "hy open the way to more: 
Pray Whoſe 1 | 
Coin No „e that T kitow be, unlet lan 
my father's. | 
Tan. Brother Gobeiniu, hoe ue you? 
"Goberthiol. I am the Lord * 
_— 1 wilt put the queſtion to. you. again 
| Cptyes Whoſe 'are you! | 
J did not think of what my father ſaid, 
2 iu the Lords T am the Lor#s; 4 be 
Ades all MHings are the Lord's, ; 
as. Is your father the Lord's, dum you, in 
0 other Tenfe thin 4s all things are ? 

Ves; for there are many perſons Who 
never "Five "HHethſRlves unto the Lord; and 'thers 
are nidtly things that clot ; but 1 have heard my 
Father tive Himſelf may à tine to the Lord. 

Tefun. You fay, if you are ity body's, you are 
Your father? 33 and did not Jon hear Aim mY voa 
0 the Lord? _ a 

Scr. hows FURY I Rave Neaba tit 0 
| . ne. 


„ — — — 
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Des, And do you think, Cyadyn, your fakes 
did well in this. 

Cyndyn, Yes, I believe he did. | 

Yefan. Then you muſt think that you are the 
Lord's in « different ſenſe from many oc fn 
and things. | 

Cyndyn. Ves, it is bike enoggh 1 am. 

Yefan. Then pray why do not you give what is 
his own ? bt 

Cyndyn, Sir, I keep nothing from him that 1 
know of. 

re, He ſays, My fon, give we thy heart; you - 
ao not give him that. | 

Cyndyn, Sir, you cannot ſee what I do with that. 
Lean. That is your miſtake; for the tras is 
tnown by its fruit; and if you gave your heart to 
me Lord, you would alſo yield your members ſervants 
10 righteouſne/s, unte holing/s. 

Sucha. Well, 1 hape I ſhall in due time give 
al to him, | 

Tana. Now is the due — you have forely 
anned againſt: God, in that you have not yielded 
up all to him long beſore NOW, 

Cyndyn. Sure a poor young mat may enjoy bins 
ſelf and the innocent -pleaſures of life à little! 
Dun. gelf is Chriſtis enemy; and in ſeeking 
yourſelf, you do moſt | certainly deceive your on 
foul, and deprive yourſelf of the beſt of pleaſures; 
 Gyngyn. I know of no pleaſures better than thoſe 
J enjoy; if 4 could bat enjoy them quietly; and 
what 4 do not know I envy nobody. 

Fefan. Enjoy them ;quietly yon cannot; whatever 
rr 3 | 

ence 
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ſcience will alarm. Rejoice, O young man, in 


% thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in the 


* days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy 


d Heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes; but know 


«thou, that for all theſe things God will bring 
© thee into judgment.” How will you ſtand 
in the N 1 vou 1 you _ be brought 
mere. 

Cyndyn. I FR not think always to livs hos; I 
hope in due time to repent and reform. | 

Tyan. And as I ſaid before, the due time 1s 
now; and the farther" you. go in ſin, the harder 
you will grow, and the more indiſpoſed to repent, 


The Lord calls you how to repentance, and in his 


name I do ſo: Let the "wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him returs 
wnto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and 
7e our God for he will abundantly pardon. 
- - Cyidyn. That is well; and I! hope to find it ſo. 
Yefan. But this hope of your's is .a hope' that 


maketh aſhamed. Your godly Parents are aſnamed 
of it, we are all aſhamed of it, and when it ap- 


pears to you no mote than a /pider”s yy you will 
be aſhamed” of it too. h 

Cyndyn. I deſire you would be fo favourable to 
me as to let me alone, that J may in the way 1 


chooſe, enjoy as much pleaſure as I can. 


Tefun. To let you alone fo long as we can 40 
any thing, would be ſo far from being favourable 
to you, that it would be downright cruelty, We 
know you are miſerable} and we know that our 


gracious Saviour calls upon us to ſhew mercy to 
. in miſery, end uſe all che means we can to 


relieve - 
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relieve them; and we know that yon are in a pe- 
cial manner committed to our faithful inſpection 
and tender care, and if we neglect you, we ſhall 
be undutiful to our Lord, and barbarous to you. 

' Cyndyn. I ſhould be very thankful if you would 
pleaſe to let me alone. 

Tan. That time, though a very awful one, for 
aught 1 know may be at hand. His condition 
was dreadful, of whom the Lord ſays, He is joined 
to idols, let him alone, 

 Cyndyn. But I want to be fo happy. 

Tan. Poor ſoul! my fleſh trembles to hear yoo, 
and my heart is greatly diſtreſſed to ſee the tears 
of your tender parents; and to think that their 
cries, tears and intreaties ſhould make no impreſſion 
upon you is very ſhocking. And ſtill it is more 
"ſo that the tender mercies of God, the love of 
Chriſt, and the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
ſhould by you be trampled upon and deſpiſed. 
Suan. And 1 fay again be ſo kind as to let 
me alone, 

Tias. You ſtand as yet in relation to the church, 
and it muſt, as a church, be acquainted with your 
obſtinacy in the way of fin; and if you come not 
to the church to teſtify repentance, they muſt doubt- 
leſs judge that you are in the ſame caſe with him 
of old who deſpifed his birth-right. 

' Cyudyn. They may do what they will, I ſhall loſe 
nothing by it, that I know of, I ſhould be glad if 
my parents would give me leave to withdraw. I am 
ſorry you gave yourſelyes and me this trouble. 
EMS | 


$48 Social Religion EXEMPLIFIED. Dial. 9. 
 Neophytus. Well, this young man ſeemed to be 


fach a one as God would haye nothing to do with. 
Ti heop hilus. Von would do do well, Neophytus, te te 
flack your pace a little. 7 
| Epenetus. Upon this Dewi read that text, My Jong 
if finners entice thee confent thou . And i in a 1 5 


church meeting, for =ral muſt | take his caſe into 
conſideration. Then encouraged the poor parents ; 
and bid them hope to the end. They he and che 
other elders in, a very affectionate ſpirityal manner, 
mourned and prayed; but the heavineſs of heart 
the parents as under cannot be expreſſed. 80 109 
work of the day concluded, without any appearan 

of the deſired, the much deſired fruit. 
 Chriftophilnr. However, upon the work itfelf his 
ſeemed to be very reat beauty. Such love, f ſuch 
eare, ſuch tenderneſs and diligence | in the uſe \ 
means, diſcovered the fincerity of their ſouls, and 
the glory of the chriſtian religion. But I perceive the 
had not done with him, God's people muſt make 
7 repreſentation of his patience and long- ſuffer ing 
Alſo; pray how did they go on? 

Sent. As they had opportunity, they did 
All they d to pluck him as- a brand out 
the 4 - ſome would tenderly ſpeak to him when 
they met him, others could not, but with tears in 
their eues would give him fuch z Jook of Pity, 

and a figh, enou * to pierce a heart of None ; and 


* prayed for im; and all deſired their children 
10 beware. His parents, you muſt think, were 87 


ways at their work; but they could mn get him = 


. Wo WE EL IE: 
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the church meeting, when it came; but away he. 
ſtole to places and company more agreeable, to him. 

Bur the day came, and after prayer, and * 
ing ſome e of ſcripture, 

Dewi ſaid, Dear brethren, our glorions Sbep- 
« herd feeds- his flock, and . gathers. his lambs with. 
« his arms. His love is wonderful: and among, many. 
« other. great and eminent inſtances thereof; it ſhines. 
«© much in the charge he hath given us to watch over 
«c' each other in the Lord; and to exhort one another 
« daily zc and the charge he hath. given us concerns 


„ ing our children, is an evident token of his 


*< cate! ſor them. Chriſt bids. us: feed them, Which 
«© muſt include the doftrine of. his. word. and tha, 
«« diſcipline of his. houſe, That we: are fognd in 
2 in aur duty towards. them, is. a. 
<< mercy- to- us, is a mercy to them. Many pre- 
«« gjious fruits of this we have ſeen. Aud though. 
e trials in the: diſcharge. of our duty may attend 
“% us; let us not hang the wing and be-diſcouraged,. 
« ſo long as we are. but in the. way of our duty. 
There is a trial indeed upon us now ;, Cam. 
„ the ſon of our beloved Goheirhial,, makes awful 
© advances in the way of fin. and obſtinacy. Hig, 
„fins are known to many of us; a. particular ac- 
** count of them is neither neceſſary nor agreeable, 
All poſſible means, in a more private way, have 
«© been uſed to reclaim him, but he revolts mor 
1 more, My fleh trembles to think of the 
<< wicked expreſſions which with deliberation pro- 
** ceeded from him at his father's houſe, when after. 
*« prayer for him, we were reaſoning with him for his 
good. The God of all grace have mercy on bim! 
% on 
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«© on his dear grieved parents, and upon us, and 


60. guide us in our further duty towards him; and 


«this is what, as a church of RR FO are de- 
* fired now to conſider.” : 


Nan. We ſhould have book a, lad if he 
© had been here; perhaps the preſence of a pray- 


% ing church, deeply concerned for him, might have 


«© made ſome impreſſions on his heart: Pray, bro- 
ther Gobeithicl, why is he not here!“ 
Gobeithiol. Sir, we could by no means prevail 
upon bim to come; and he i is ey I * not know 
; where. | y 
Tun. Dear Wechbee, what our beloved: bro- 
* ther Dewi delivered concerning Cyndyn is not 4 
© report that ſtands in need of confirmation; it is 
© known to all of us. The caſe is no before 
«you as à church of Chrift,” and it is evident that 
«© your grief is great. It is now = place to aſk 
% and” receive your judgment upon the matter; and 
ow therefore, if you do as a church of Chrif think 
4% it your duty to admoniſh Cyndyn of his great ſin, 
on obſtinacy, and diſobedience to his parents, de- 
ing the church of Chrift and his laws therein, 
ci] d call him to unfeigned repentance and re- 
* formation, ſignify it by lifting up you hands“ 


| Which they unanimouſly did: 
*Yefan.”  ** Having ſeen and heard 60 boch of his 


«© obſtinacy, and ſuſpecting he would not be here, 
„e thought it convenient to have an admonition 
«drawn up in writing, which upon your approba- 
tion and order” Gall en, Jeans: 457 4 


- * 
0 — + . . * S # 4 -- > þ4 N 
* * 


NN 


fat. 1 Social Religion EXEMPLIFIED. 431 | 
The Church of Chriſt unte Cyndyn-ap-Gobeithiol, 


yet under our care. 


« An Apoſtle wrote to a Chriſtian Lady, that he 

« rejoiced greatly to find of her children walking 
„ in the way of truth: (e) But we by this writing 
„% muſt tell you, we are all greatly grieved, that 
« you, a child of ſuch godly beloved parents be- 
4% Jonging to us, ſhould walk in the ways of fin 
« and wickedneſs, and obſtinately perſiſt in thoſe 
„% ways, and deſpiſe all chriſtian intreaties, advice 
„ and reproof. Oh! the many prayers put up, and 
the many tears poured out for you! At preſent 
*«« our trial is great; your fins are uncommon. You 
© have refuſed the eaſy yoke of the Redeemer; 
„ and have even neglected the external part of 
« God's worſhip. You. have derided communion 
« with God; —grieved your godly patents, reſiſted 
« with all your might, all means for your good, 
« and the way that leads to deſtruction is your 
© obſtinate choice. — Poor youth! what will you do 
« in the end thereof? Oh! were you but ſenſible of 
the privileges you trample upon, and the plea- 
* ſures. you forſake! Were you but acquainted with 
„the Redeemer's love, grace, peace and pardon; 
„ how would you look to him, whom you have 
ec pierced and mourn! We pray for this, and {fall 
« continue to do ſo. But prayer for you is not 
e the only means appointed for your good: Re- 
«« proof and admonition muſt have their proper 
ce place; and as a church of Chriſt we have judged 
ec it our duty to admoniſh you; and we do hereby in, 
ce our 


* - 


(e) 2 John 4. 
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5 of an. 00 Brethren, if you do approve an and 
« order it as ypur admonition to Cyndyn-ap. Gobi. 
« thiol, ſigvify it by lifting up your hands: 
Which they. unanimouſly did. And aftet ſome time | 
ſp nt in fervent prayer for a bleſſing. thereon, the 
meeting concluded. The admonition, belng ſigned, 
by the Elders, was delivered | to bis father to * 
Rim. 

Chriftephilus. Poor, creature! how did hegxeceive. 
It? and What effect had it? | » 

Epenctus.. His father fixing on the beſt opportu- 
nity he could to give it him, with tears in his 
eyes faid, Son, you, have Heard of the Romay Senate,” 
here is a letter to you from a greater, aſſembly, — 
The 1 * man took it and read it- It ſhocked 
him: He went into a private room; his mother 
looked. after him; he read it again, then flood food ö 
for ſome time with the letter in his hand; then 


read it a, third time, and. ſhed ſome tears, put it 
in his pocket, and was ſome time before he came 
out of the room: And when he came out ſaid 
nothing, nor could his parents ſay any thi to him. 
Nees. Now I begin to think that ome 11 

and great work. followed upon this. 1 thought 
. muſt have given him up Grelod; but I ſee here's 
hoge a dawning. Pray, beloved Epenerus, go on. 
. Epeneins, 
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Epenetus. He was preſent at family-priyer, und 
his dear father prayed with uſual"eatheſtieſs, and 
many tears for him; not forgetting to be thankful 
for the love, care and endeavours of the church, 
2 that thoughtfulneſs which now appeared i upon his 

ſon; but, when he had done, he could not Tpeak 
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b hs him for fear and concern,  Cyndyn's thoughtful- 
- neſs continued for ſome time, but gradually wore 


off; and before another church meeting he had fin- 


ned himſelf i into greater hardneſs and boldneſs than 
ever. And upon his parents“ earneſt jatreaties "that 


to the church meeting, he anſwered 


he would go 


[Ih diſdainful ſneer, No, no, they. may ſend me 


ther epiltle, 
, Well, what will the end of this poor 


| young man be! But pray po £ on. 


Epenetus, At the church meeting Bis "Eaſe "and 


- condition, with many tears and much concern, as 


a talked and prayed over; and a ſecond admonition 
yas ordered; and it was to be delivered to him by 


«- 


word of mouth by Pidwyl! and Drag, two Rifling 
Elder; Who, accordingly, when they found him, 
did their work faithfully ; and being men of judg 
ment and zeal, talked to bim ſo cloſely” that he 
wept much; but ſtill they Were afraid that his tears 
vere not tears of repentance, but of vexation; for 
bis countenance appeared \ very ſullert” and"unthatikful, 


' Neophytus. How did the grace of God appear i in 


_ them! And how did the corruption of nature dif. 


cover itſelf j in him / 
Epenctus. Though the corruption of nature wag 


ſuffered to break out 8 that young man; | 


yet you muſt chikk that den was under rellraintz. 
One 


2 
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One . ſinner might deſtroy a country and 
: then deſtroy himſelf: The depth of corruption is 

aft finding out. But though he was under reſtraints, 

his wikedneſs appeared more and more flagrant : 
He derided his father and mother, deſpiſed and re- 
Proached the church, and proceeded into very aw- 
ful degrees of boldneſs in ſinning. The next church 
meeting the church and Elders took no further notice 
of him, than to pray for him with much concern and 


many tears; but before another meeting, the parents 


_ themſelves deſired the church might with all expe- 
dition proceed; for as the caſe ſtobd, he only grew 
. worſe and worſe. | But 7*fan, and his maſter Edgar, 
went to viſit him once more, They talked to him, 


they prayed with him, they exhorted, they intreated ; 
but it is very ſhocking to think with what” a ſtiff 
, unthankful countenance he behaved to them. And 


when he was told that the church maſt next op- 


| portunity conſider their duty towards him, he with 
a ſneer replied; So ſhall 1 conhiger mine to them, 


d when I owe them any, 


HowEgveR, the church meeting came, but Cyn- 


en would not come near them; they prayed, they 
| wept before the Lord, and ſhewed great reluctance 
to go to the ſeperating work, At laſt ſays 


Dewi, *©* Dear brethren, what a ſore trial is this 
* upon us! Cyndyn'is obſtinate to the laſt degree; 
« our endeavours are all fruſtrated, and our expec- 


5 4 tations lain; only we are yet in the way of 
ih duty, and who knows what the God of all grace 
«© will bring about! We are now. fully convinced 


e that further delays can but harden him, and give 


4 him in ſome ſenſe a greater opportunity of cor- 


ne rupting 


0 0 
) 


„lee. Segel (Religion au- 334 


te rupting and hardening others; and this to our 
„ grief in ſome degree we have already ſeen upon 
© ** poor Anianol, of whom I believe we mult alſo 
take publick notice quickly. Oh! may our young 
% ones avoid them! If any preſent think, that 

* we ſhould not now proceed, freedom. of ſpeech 
is granted. Upon your filence; I then ſay, 
% if you do as a church of Chriſt judge it yqur 
age preſent. duty to ſeperate Cyndyn from that vibble 

relation he hath flood in to us hitherto, and if 
: $*yowdo now, actually, in the name of Chriſt, qut 
% him off, and put him away from among your- 
„ ſelbhes, into the ſame caſe with heathen men and 
„ publicans, fignify it by lifting up vour hands; — 


* "Which they unanimouſly. did; though with many tears, 


Then iYefan prayed for a bleſſing on what they had 

done; and -Dizvyd was appointed to inform of it. 

: ++  Neophytus. » Really there was an awful ſolemnity 
upon what they did; "and indeed 1 think there is 


nothing in the warld ſo ſolemn as an organized 
congregational church, acting in ſimplicity, accord- 


ing to the plain injunctions, of their king, without 
any of the pompous inventions of men. — But, dean 


Epenelus, if you have any thing of an encouraging 
kind to relate concerning the young man, pray let 


us have it; for even his ſeperation, awful as it was, 


it is to be hoped migat be of uſe to him. 


EEzpenetus. When Diwyd informed him of it, Cyn- 
dyn ſaid nothing; but diſcovered indignation in his 


- countenance. . His finful companions now in a ban- 


tering way welcomed him into their number, and 
told him they were glad he was an heathen man: 
Said they, Dewi, who made your father a chriſtian, 
| made 
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made you à heathen ! Such>power the vain man 
Aſfumes ! Let them und their whims: periſti together. 
Oome, Cyndyn,: forgive and forget them; they have 
done you no hurt; yu know we are in the way of 
true pleaſure ; never aden 6f any og Ws 
nh, ther preſent. 
H made a mift 10 laugh along-with- them; bat 
ain the midſt of his laughter his heart Was fad. He 
eudeavoured by ſinful ways, too make himfeif, eaſy 
und merry; but there was ſomething that ſtung him; 
e never tould come at the ſume «pitch of mirth 
wich his companions. When his laughter was loud, 
Lund his countenance brave, they clapped him on 
the back, as 2 tid e dart z but when à cloud 
hung, 'though but for: a minute upon bim, they 
old banter him for a ſneaking weak ſoul, Un» 
lining to be religmar again. 80 that among them 
he had no great comfort, and at home he had none; 
* © for his mind was averſe to religion. Nor had his 
s any comfort in him: Ever and anon he 
ed "threaten to leave them; and one night he 
takes his opportunity; informs no body of his deſign, 
and away be goes. It was ſome little time before 
his parents knew that he was gone in earneſt; but 
when they knew no body can tell what diſtreſs they 
«were in. Zut they went both to prayer, and you 
muſt -chitk with many tears committed him to God, 
* whetever he was. They prayed the Elders and. ſome 
- Friends to come to their houſe, and keep a: day of 
prayer as before; which» they: alſo did. But the 
dlittreſſ of the parents was great. Sometimes they 
2 to ſearch all Britain for him; at other 
times they ä * -had committed him to 
God, 
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God, and he knew where he was and how to keep 
him, They were in a thouſand thoughts .a day 
about him, and ready to break their hearts. 

Chriftophilus, O dear Epenetus, I have children 
of my own; you almoſt break my heart; do, pray, 
if you can, tell us what became of him? | 

Epenetus, Poor creature, he . wandered up and 
down for ſome time, and had many thoughts of 
heart, but. very few about religion, —and proyiden- 
_ tially fixed at a town called in that day Llereyrd br, 

. fo called becauſe of houſes of entertainment by the 
water fide, and from therice now called Bedford. 
There he met with ſome little employment, but very 
often lived upon the quick, which made him think, 
ſeeing he had no mind to ſtarve, that he , muſt not 
live too faſt; and that kept him out of many a ſnare, 
He was very . backward to inform any from whence 
he came, but his carriage diſtinguiſhed him from 
the vulgar, and ſome of the inhabitants gueſſed that 
he came from Caer/udd, However, as I ſaid before, 
he was under a neceſſity of being ſober, for he 
had not much to ſpend; and courteops, Rs 
of the inhabitants might employ him. 
GET Theophilus. Well, Ye 
this, it would have been Ja great comfort to them; 
but poor hearts, their grief and diſtreſs muſt be 
great! 

FEpenetus, There was one thing they uſed now 
and then to comfort themſelves with: They found 
there was à bible gone, which they hoped he had 
taken with him. —— And upon the moſt diligent 

ſearch they could not find the written adaonition 
7% | Which 
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which the church ſent him. "Upon this their hopes 


and their fears ſuggeſted many things. 
Neophytus. O! you raiſe wy expectation; oy I 


not be diſappointed ! 


_ Epenetus. One day, walking near the town, in 


one of the meadows (many thoughts crouding his 
| bewildered breaſt; diſtreſſed by moſt of them, and 
relieved: by none) he ſat down, ſafe from obſerva- 
tion, and, burſting into tears, cried out Oh! 
% moſt miſerable creature, what and where am 1? 
«© I would none of God's counſels, and deſpiſed all 
his reproofs! I now eat of the fruit of my own 
% ways, and am filied with my own devices! I de- 


% ſpiſed the church of God, and am caſt out of 


e it! I diſhonoured my father and mother; who, 


4“ unleſs grief for an undutiful ſon prevents them, 
« may be now ſinging his praiſes. They may 


: „ think I am dead and gone; and indeed I may 


% well wonder I am alive; —— but here I am, the 


* 'greateſt ſinner in the whole world, and yet live; 
% for what end God knows, who only knows my 
- « diſtreſs! I am a greater ſinner than any in hell, 


« and wonder I am out of itz none there ever 


«© finned as I have done! What ſhall I do? whither 
„ ſhall 1 go?” — There he cried and ſobbed 7 
a long while. 


Uron this, he takes ont of his ck the admo- 


' nition; ( for he had it by him) and read it very 
- deliberately,” and with many tears; and then cried 


out, O their love and care! O my rebellion! 
"Then takes his bible ( for his parents were not miſ- 
taken, he had it with him) and reads, Haſt thou 


10 recured this unto Lell. in that thou haſt for- 


ſaken 
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alen the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? 
And now what haſt thou to do 'in the way of Egypt, 


to drink the waters of Sihor ? Or what heft thou to 
do in the way of Aſſyria, 7 drink the waters of the 


river? Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corre thee, and thy 


backſiidings fhall reprove thee : Know therefore, and ſee 


that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſakgn 
lle Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in. thee, Jaith 


the Lord God of Haft. (e) Under the power of this 
he fell as one lain, and lay on the ground in very 
great diſtreſs; for every part of what he had read 


bound him down; nor was he able to look up. 


Neophytus. O poor creature now he wanted 
Dewi and Ye Han. 


Epenctus. Ay, ay, father or e or any fads ; 


but here he was alone, no body near him but poor 
ignorant heathen men, and his on mind filled with 
vothing but the moſt diſmal apprehenſions; and 
of returning to Caerludd * durſt not erben a 


OE 


. © Neophytus, ' Did by. not * in 00 Aires * 
Epenetus. He durſt not do that; he thought that 


1 he ſpoke a word he ſhouſd be firuck to hell at 


once; but his heart was, ready to break with de- 


ſires, and he had e like Groans. that could 
ö. be uttered. .. l ' 


Neaplytur. But what ck did he wks . 


Epenetus. He went home in the evening to his 


1 lodgings, ſuch as they were, neither ate nor drank, 

had no fleep but diſtrefing ſlumbers; and his great 
diſtreſs of mind fell under the notice of his ac- 
| one, who kindly t * how he did? He 


Qiz LE. A anſwered, 
(e) 10. l. — 


* 


+ 


-- 
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anſwered, He did not kndw. He was aſked, Whether 
be had the perfect uſe of his ſenſes? No, nor never 
had. They told him, They thbught he was under 
trouble of mind. He anſ\vered, Not balf enough. 

One, Who ſeemed to be a more particular acquain- 
tance than all the reſt, deſired him to take a om 

with him; Which he did. Says this acquaintance 
to him, #hoſe ande was Ymgais, Pray, be free with 
"me, and tell me, what is the matter with you? 

Cyndyn. That is more than I can do; for my 
concern is deeper than words can reach. 

Tia. Then I fuppoſe ybu think you have u- 
ned in ſomewhat; but I have two things to w 

ou for your comfort; your fin cannot be great, I 
am ſure; and 1 _ Druid who can procure your 
*x e. 
ae. And, Aire fed as I am, 1 Have two 
"things to tell you: Though you are not ſo ſinful as 
I am, yet you are à great finner; and lll che Draids 
in the world cannot help ou. 

Fuga. Tour ſins, inderd, you know heft, but 
none of my neighbours Who N- Ebonn me from 
- "2 child will ſay, that Tana great inner; but pray, 
What makes you think ſo of me? 
 Cyndyn.- Nay, 1 know it is true, #666 I do 


not ſay that you are a greater ſinner than any of 
your neighbours; you all Know Fetter" "things than 
you do, and ſo you do not only fin," but fin againſt 
knowledge, which muſt make tlie ſin great; and of 
+ perſons. in your ſtate it is ſuid, That when they 
_ -knew'| God, they glorified bim not as God, but 
impriſdned the truth, and liked not to retain God 
in their A e And e you know the 

| | great 
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great God muſt be an infinite Spixit, yet you be- 
come vain, in your. imaginations, and chavge his 
glory into an image made like to corruptible man, 
and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and ereeping 
things; and ſipfully think, that to torment and ſa- 
crifice ſome, of thoſe creatures, will ſatisfy the eter- 
nal Majeſty for your ans. And how cau you diſ- 
honour him mote than by entertaining fach a baſe 
thought of him ? 

Ynmgais, I am amazed { I never heard ſuch talle 
in my life! Pray, where did you learn this? 
Cyneyn. The eterpal God hath revealed his plea- 


ure in word, and writing unto. the children of men; 


and though I am a very great finner, he hath fa- 
voured me with that book; I have it in my pocket, 
and I will read fome part of it to, you: — And ſo 
read the ſermon of Chrif upon the mount, and 
Paul's diſcourſe to the Athenians. 

Ymgais, 0 firange! What knowledge you have! 
My heart trembles! Who T you? 1 with I knew 
the book; will you teach to know fomething of 
it? I have a, private place where you and I ma 
be together all day, without being diſturbed; — 
you ſhall want for nathing. Will you comply ? 

Cyndyn. Yes, whatever comes of me I will do all 
that I can for your good. — So they fixed time and 
place, and — many days together. Cyndyn had 


a fmall catecliſmn, which he made uſe of under Edgar, 


and was now of great ſervice tq him, And though 
the heavineſs of his mind was very great, yet this 
work, providence had caſt upon him, was not only 
of great oh to his gew acquaintance, but to him- 

3 wif 
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ſelf alfo ; being employed in things that were ſtill 
proper for him in his diftreſsful condition 


_  * Chriftophilus. Pobr creature! he diſcovered a prin- 
eiple of love and pity to poor ſinners; but pray 
go on; for my heart begins to rejoice. 2 
Hobi. His heart for # long while was heavy, 
and now his labours were conſtant. He had much 
buſineſs to inform himſelf, chat he might inform 
others; for now he had not only Ymgais, but his 
family, and two or three more of rhbir acquaintance, 
under His daily inſtruction; and he "himſelf was no 
| great proficient in dividity. He had 'neglefted | it 
too much; and had forgotten much of what he had 
once taken in; ſo now his labour was great with 
himſelf, to recover what he had loſt, and to inform” 
kimſelf of other things in the beſt manner he could; 
and being well ſatisfied that his endeavours with 
thoſe poor heathen men codid be of no uſe witk- 
out the blefting of God, be thought he would, 
though under his load, pray with them; and thought 
with himſelf that God might hear his poor wretched 
Prayers, for them, and 'alſo convince them, by that 
means, "that * prayer was a duty owing to God, and 
teach them after What manner it muſt be performed. 
But his heart did ſo upbraid and condema- him, 
that he had much ado to bring himſelf to it; and 
though to pray alone was his ſoreſt taſk, yet God 


1 


5 did bring him to pour out his heart before him, 


With tears innumera le and groans unutterable. 

 Neophytus. Well, 1 hope his deliverance was at 
hand. 4 
Epenttus, © God was pleaſed to 8500 him FR 


with diſtance and diſtreſs:” It is not God's uſual 
: | way 
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way to bring ſuch people at once into comfort. 
Now he prayed, but always afraid leſt his private 
prayers ſhould be heard by any mortal. 

Theophilus, Ay, I remember you told us, thas 
when he ſeemed religious before, he ufed to pray 
aloud, knowing his voice mult fall under obſervation, 
but now he prayed like one under a real work; but 
ſuch a teacher of divinity, with poor creatures to 
attend his inſtructions, I never heard of before. 


But pray how did he go on? 
| Epenetus, You know God does not ' deſpiſe the 


day of ſmall things; his way was to read chapter 
after chapter to them; and ever and anon they ſaid, 
What is that? Sometimes he would tell them har. 
he thought ih a few words; and ſometimes he would 
ſay, I do not know, but I wiſh ſome people that I 
know were here to tell you and me too. Then he 
would read on again, and when any of them pleaſed, 
he was again interrupted in the ſame manner. This 
was the morning's work; but in the afternoon their 
buſineſs was with the Carechi/m; and in his way 
he explained it to them; and then put ſome queſ- 
tions, as to faith and experience; and in a little. 
time, they told him that they renounced Heatleniſin 
for ever; and ſaw themſelves ruined and loſt by rea- 
ſon of fin; and with the mouth confeſſed Chrif, the 
Son of God, as their only Saviour from fin. But 
there was one of them told him, he believed he 
was too great a ſinner to be ſaved, and with tears 
cried out, I am undone, undone! Poor Cyndyn went 
- to ſpeak comfortably to him, and mentioned that 
text, This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Jeſus Chrift came into the world to ſave 

© 0 „ 
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fianers, of whom F am chief: (d) But as he mentioned 
the word to comfort another, beyond his own ex- 
pectation his own ſoul was relieved; his fetters fell 
off, his ſteps were enlarged, and his lips were opened 
ro ſhew forth the praiſes of his Redeemer. Oh, how 
did he ſpeak of his love and blood! and how did 
he before them alt loath himſelf ! He lifted up his 
voice and wept, and bid them not be caſt down, 
for his tears were tears of joy; he had never felt 
ſuch joy and ſuch mourning in his life, and they 
with him ſhed tears in abundance, It was a very 
endearing, inſtructing opportunity to them, which 
they never afterwards forgot. | 
Neephytus. O Epenetus, now you touch me! What, 

is this the young man I gave up for a reprobate? 
Is ki; the rebellious child? Pray, Epenetus, proceed. 
' Epenetus, Now he went about his work more 
chearfully; and, as he now ſojourned in Ymgair's 
houſe, he told him, That family-worſhip, night and 
morning, was the duty and the glory of all chrif- 
tian families; and that all the chriſtian families in 
Cattludd did fo wotthip in the beauties of holineſs ; 
and that his dear parents (of whom he could not 
ſpeak without tears) fervently and conſtantly at- 
tended thereunto. - He was defired then to go before 
them in fatnily-warſhip, which he did, and ſeveral 
of the neighbours were generally prefent, which 
made the houſe like a little church; and his poor 
endeavours were attended with precious ſucceſs. But 
Ymgais himſelf was his boſom-friend, who eminently 
profited in the chriſtian religion, greatly * 


(4) 1 Tim, is 15, 
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his young teacher, and was a great bleſſing to his 
neighbourhood. 

Chri/tophilus. But did not Cyndyn greatly want to 
return to Caerludd ? 

Epenetus, He did ſo; and was always talking of 
Caerluda; of the bleſſed church of Chriſt there; of 
his father and mother and other friends: But though 
he greatly deſired it, and a greater bleſſing he thought 
under heaven he could not defire, yet could never 
bring up his heart to a reſolution of returning; the 
thoughts of bis department there, his being caſt oup 
of the church as a veſſel wherein is no pleaſure, 
his forſaking ſuch tender pious parents, would ſo fly 
in his face, Sometimes he wopld think of the pro- 
digal's words, I vill ariſe and go to my father; but 
then he thought, if his father frowned upon him, is 
would kill him. | 

Howzvzs, Zagal having informed himſelf off - 
Cyndyn's father's name, and that the chriſtian aſ- 
Jembly Cyndyn talked ſo much of, met for publick . 

worſhip ſomewhere near Deprborth, now called Deur- 
gas or Dowgate, one day fays to his wife, 1 am 
Sing a journey; be kind to ad, 1 ſhall not be 
very many days before I return; and ſo ſet out. 
It was not long before he got to Caerluda, ſtaid 
at his ian that night, and next day, being the firſt 
day of dhe week (for he ordered it ſo on purpoſe) 
he enquired which was his way towards Dewrborth ? 
When he came near there, he enquired, Where the 
chriſtian aſſembly uſed to meet? found the place 
and fat down, expecting to ſee, what he never ſaw 
io his life ; = A chriſtian church worſhipping their 


Redeemer, - 
Qs . Axon 
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* Anon the place began to fill; all had gravity 
nd ſeriouſneſs in their countenances, but when the 
churches began their worſhip in ſinging, Ymgais 
was ſo filled with holy amazement and heavenly 
pleaſure, that he could hardly ſtand under the 
weight thereof. To ſee and hear men, women 
and children ſinging the praiſes of their God; ſome | 
with tears of joy, others with the moit chearful yet 
ſerious countenances, made him wonder where he 
was, whether in the body or out of the body, and 
whether he was not unknown to himſelf got to heaven 
or no. When ſinging was over, Yefan prayed with 
judgment, zeal zeal" and affection, and then preached; 
upon all which the ftranger thought there was very 
great glory. When worſhip ' was over, ſays Ymgats 
to one that was next him, Pray; Sir, is there one 
.Goteithiol in this aSembiy ? Says the other, my name 
is ſo; J am the man. Says rats, Sir, I am a 
5 <briſtian ; and live in the country; and ſhould be 
very glad of fome acquaiiitance with you. Says 
Gabeithiol, Pray Sir, go home to dinner with me 
and my wife; which he did, and many thoughts of 
heart he had, how to tell them the ſtory | that was 
upon his mind. Having nen the 9-4 1 err 
down, AC 
MrwoguedZ, Pray, Sir, Jom d they & at al 
About Hfby2le, (for I ſuppofe you comme from thence ) 
and how ig Ehaulon and . and oy” our dear 
brethiz#n and friends? 
3 Tiga. Madam, I 4 not come from chenee, I 
| rome OT. a thre St KS ; 
: ae 
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Gobeithiol, Oh dear, What and a chriſtian / ! you 
make my heart rejoice; I never heard of any chriſ- 


tians there. 
Ymgais. We are but a very few - us, and very 


lately converted. 3 

Gabeithiol. How is it with you in your ſoul, as 
to faith and comfort? 

Ymgais. Ah! dear Sir, my faith is ery weak, 
my comfort low; but this day — 

Cobeithiol. Well a very great mercy it is to have 
any meaſure of that great work; where it is but 
begun, we are confident it ſhall be finiſhed to the 
day of Chriſt: Not very many years ago, I had 
none of that work in my ſoul. 

- Vmgais. And not many months ago I had none 
of it, and yet I think God begun upon me the 
firft in our neighbourhood, 

 Mawvynedd. Pray, Sir, by what means? | 

Ymgais. Madam, by means of a young man that 
came to our neighbourhood, and fixed providentially 
among us. — Upon his mentioning the words young” 
man, they both withdrew for ſometime; and when 
they returned he could ſee. how it had been witle 
them. Afterwards their words were few, but fa- 
voury and uſeful; and when they went out in the 
afternoon, they defired he would fit with them and 
return. In the afternoon Dewi preached, and every 
part of the worſhip was attended with glory. When 
worſhip was over, Gobeithiol goes to Dewi, and fays 
to him, Pray, Sir, ſtep into our houſe as you go 
by; which he accordingly did. Says 

_ Gobeithiol. Sir, this Gentleman is a firanger, 
but a chriſtian ; he knows nothing of Hy/7yd/e, he 

| Qs comes 
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comes from Llettyrdabr, and I thought it conveni- 
ent you ſhould have a little converſation with him 
before, he goes out of town, ſo I deſired you to 
Rep in. 

Dewi. My dear brother, I thank you; and to 
you, my dear chriſtian brother, I teſtify unfeigned 
love, and am heartily glad to ſee you: Pray how 
long have you been a chriſtian ? 

| Ymgais. It is now ſeveral months ago fince 1 
was convinced of the vanity of Heatheniſm; and I 
was ſome time after then, before I had acquaint- 
ance with the Perſon of Chriſt, the deſign of his 
coming into the world, and the work he went 
thraugh for ſinners; and when I faw my own loſt 

and undone condition, it was ſome time before 1 
believed in Jeſus Chriſt, and I bleſs the Lord for 
this day ; I never had ſuch a day in my life. 
Dei. I never heard of chriſtians at Llergyrdubr, 
bat I rejoice now to ſee. and hear a chriſtian from 
thence. Pray what number may you be? 

Ymgaiz. About five or fix of us, I hope, love 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

Dewi. Pray, how did coillianity enter among 
you? Who was the * Wes: 

-  Ymgais. Really, Sir, I never ſaw nor: Nn 2 


preacher of the goſpel, | before this day; but God 


in his providence ſent a perſon among us, who, 
after ſome time, proved of great uſe to us; and for 


| : him we ſhall bleſs God to all eternity, 


Dewi. After ſome time! What did not he an 

to his work, as ſoon as ever he came? 
Ymgais. No, Sir; not till after ſeveral months, 
we. it was s with me he begin. | 
185 0 Dewi, 


* 
4 
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Dewi. Yon make me very eager to hear this 
ſtory more particularly, pray how was it? 

Ymgais. Why, Sir, a young man came to our 
town, and took a mean lodging not far from my 
houſe; ſo he and I contraced a ſort of intimacy; 
he kept no company, but in a” ſtill, quiet manner 
would do any little bufinefs people would employ 
him in, often took folitary walks in our meadows, 
with a countenance generally much dejected, which 
made ſome of us think he was melancholy. But 
upon one very extraordinary time of diſtreſs, I afk. 
ed him to take = walk with me, which he did ; 
and I told him I thought his mind was diſtreſſed 
about ſome ſin, but I had two things, I told him 
to mention for his comfort; firſt, that he was a 
young man and could not be a great finner; and, 
«ſecondly, that I was acquainted with a Draid that 
could procure his peace, And he replied, diſtreſſed 
as I am, I have two things to tell you; though you 
are not ſo ſinful as I am, yet you are a great ſin- 
ner, and all the Druids in the world cannot help 
you: And it was thas our diſcourſe began, and 
thus the work of God began at Llertyrduv. 

Dewi. Now becauſe this was a young man, ſiſ- 
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Dewi. Why really not unlikely; but F myſelf am 
afraid to aſk any thing further, upon ſo tender 
a. concern; but yet 1 moſt; pray, Sir, what was 
us. name ? 

. Ymgais. Sir, you make me afraid to tell it 
his name is Cyndyn. . | 

. Mwynedd. Oh Cyndyn! Cynayn!, Not my Cyndyn 
ſure! Too much, too much, —— finks away. — 
SGH under many tears takes her up 
and after ſome time lays, Come my dear, you do 
not know what may be in this ſtory; let us exa- 
mine into it more enn in a ee tem- 

r. . 
e Oh! you dear chiidian drangen, 3 

not deceive me: ls he my ſon?” 

'Ymgais. Madam, I really think fo.” 

. Chriftophilus. - Oh my dear Epenetus, this ſtory 
comes a little too cloſe to a tender parent. 

_ Epenetus. Well, then, let tender parents gueſs at 
the reſt of it; and 1 ſhall only fay, That many 
of the godly in Caeriudd rejoiced greatly that evening, 
| the Poor parents had not a wink of. ſleep all night 
for joy. Meſſengers were ſent the: very next day 
for Cyndyn, and with them a godly. gifted young 
man to ſtay with, . preach to, and aſſiſt the few, 
_ chriſtians at Lietryrdaoy.. With all expedition poſlible 
Cyndyn came, fell down at his parents feet, who 
wept on his neck, ſpoke comfortably to him, bleſ-. 
ſed God, called the godly Elders and many brethren 
together, to worſhip God and give praiſe; ordered. 
. freſh apparel for him, and they began to be merry. 
Tu very next Lord's day, it was thought fit 
he ſhould give ſome publick account of the dealings 
1 83 F 
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of God with him, and it was a very great day to 
them all. He was then according to his own defire 
propoſed for fellowſhip. Poor ' Anianel, another re- 
bellious fon, and now under publick admonition, was 
preſent, and in hearing Cynayn, was melted and 
converted, and with many tears ſpoke briefly of the 
grace of God to him; for he could not refrain, 
though he was not cailed to it, and humbly de- 
fired the Elders would propofe him alſo. And ac- 
cordingly the next church meeting day was'a very 
fall one, they both ſpoke t eir experiences of the 
work: of God, and to = great Joy of the n 

were received. | 

Crx pr lived an eminent bleſſing to his parents 
and to the church; and Aae carried it 10, in 
a'cloſe walk with God, at home and abroad, that 
his humble, holy, prudent converſation, accompa- 
nied with all diligence in every duty, did in the 
hand of the Spirit of the Lord, eſlect a great change 
in his father, who had been caſt out of the church; 
and after a while he, under many tears, gave the 
Elders an account of the grace of God to him, and 
humbly defired to be propoſed for fellowihip with 
the church; accordingly he was propoſed, and in 
due time re-admitted, and there was great joy be- 
fore the Lord, on the account of this alſo. 

.. Theophilus. So we ſee their trials, though bitter, 
were over-ruled to bring about ſweet comforts. Dear 
Epenetus, we thank you; but I think that a few 
weeks ago you mentioned ſome trials they met with, 
or were likely to meet with, from perſons ſtifly main» 
taining ſome dangerous nn ; — IO in his 

vilits- 
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viſits had ſome concern "with them: Pray do you 
remember that? 

Epenetus. Ves, yes, there were two forts of them 
ing np; ſack 26 denied the gary of Shri z 
perſon, undertaking and work, directly, or by ne- 
ceſſary conſequences; and fuch as thruſt out the 
good law of Gud, and denied the proper neceſſiiy of 
obedience thereto, and with both they had a great 
deal of trouble, but by 2 of God they kept 
them under. 

Theophilus. And ſhall we, God wilkeg, next op- 
portunity, be favoured with ſome account of the 
church, guarding itfelf againſt ſuch opinions, and 
. with the authors and abettars of them? 

Epenetss. If the Lord will, and if ſomething that 


may be thought mere convenient does not offer it- 


ſelf, 80 dear brethren, neighbours and friends, may 
"IE e ee 36 a ao Lars 1 


* 


— 


iL, 


| 


DIALOGUE IX 


One of the private meetings greatly difturbed by tab 
erroneous perſons, Deddfol and Digyfraith, Their 
' enſnaring letters to a young chriftian. The firſt of 
them called before the Elders: His letter read: He 
denies imputed righteouſneſs; is for. a new law; di- 
wies the ſatisfuction of Chrift, and his divine nature? 


Obftinately perfifts, and is fharply reproved. 


Cn RISTOPHILUS, 


'TELCOME my brethren and friends? though 
I have been here but a few minutes, yet F 
began to think them long without your company. 

Philalethes, Why truly we might have been here 
a little ſooner; only calling upon our neighbour 
8yllogifticus for his company, there was Neophytus, 
and three or four more, engaged in a debate on 
the /agacity of brute animals; and if I had not put 
them in mind of our time and buſineſs you muſt 
have waited longer. 

Neophytus., My dear Chriftophiles, from ſome ob- 
ſervations I had made on the feathered kind, I told 
my 
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my friends that there appeared, ſeemingly, a great 
deal of wiſdom and ſagacity upon them; and ſome 
of my neighbours here ſaid, my words implied that 
they acted from %u, and conſequently muſt have 
.. ſouls, Now I did not ſay there was wiſdom and 
ſagacity ix them, but «por them; which only im- 
plies that there is a ſupreme all-governing mind 
concerned in their affairs, without whom not a 
ſparrow falls- to the ground. 

T heophilus, Well, well, at preſent we have ano- 
ther bulineſs to attend upon; you ſee Epenetus is 
preſent, and you may remember what was propoſed 
and promited the laſt time. 0 
- .. Neephytus. True, fo I do, and it was the remem= 
ace of that brought up lis. It grieved me to 
think that any of the children of men, with rati- 


opal powers, ſhould be wandering ſtars; when all 


other animals about us .chooſe and purſue what is 
beſt for them. Each 4ind acts now, as their anceſ- 
tors did a thouſand years ago. — But man, fallen 


man, is unſtable as water; — ſo many men ſo many 


minds; and often of the /ame man it may: be ſaid, 
\ fo many months in ſo many minds. His un ſteadi- 
% is as wonderful as the Hedfaſtneſi of other crea- 


tures put under his feet. And this giddineſs is 


not confined. to the low affairs of time, but extends 
itſelf to the great concerns of religion. 


- Theophilus, You run to ſome exceſs in this mat- 


ter: There are thouſands of the children of men 
that appear diſereet in chooſing and ſteady in pur- 


ſuing things juſt and honourable: And as for all 


real converts, — whatever: weakneſſes attend them, — 
. . God's 
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God's fear ſhall be ſo fixed in their hearts, that 
they ſhall not turn away from him. 

. Neophytus. This I do not deny: It is the God 
of all grace that ſtrengthens and ſettles all thoſe 
who are fed/aft and unmoveable, always abvunding in 
the work of the Lord. But Oh, fallen man! How 
uncertain, light and vain! If God is not pleaſed 
to” ballaſt him by his grace, every wind of dogrine 
Carries him about. 

" Philalethes.” Ri Skt, Neephyres, and I have often 
thought that judicious efabviſhed chriſtians are great 
Zlaſbrgs to the churches; but giddy minds, who are 
weary of old truths, and greedy or novelties, are | 
great trials. 888 

Syllogiſticus. But God hath wiſe ends in a ſuffering 
them; — and over-rules' them for good to thoſe 
churches that are found in the way of their duty. 
— Pray; Egenetus, how was it formerly ? 

Epenetus.. I ſuppoſe you expect ſome account of 
trials in the church at Caerludd, from perſons not 
ſound in the faith, — I told you there were ſeve- 
ral private meetings for conference on the things 
of God, ſet up in convenient places. The order of 
thoſe meetings I gave you a ſhort account of, ® 
There were two men — the name of the one was 
Deddfol, and that of the other Digyfraith — who 
generally attended one of thoſe meetings. They 
were two very differently minded, and being both 
of them forward talkers, they aſed to take up much 
time to little purpoſe; and having 3 high conceir 


of their own aps re would 'give place to none. 
 Neophytuss 


Þ Jos Dia, in, page 239: 


85 bear them. 
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Neeplytus. But you; ſaid there was a perſon choſen 
monthly to preſide in theſe meetings; Could not. he, 
command orden, or their ſilenge 7 81 * J 
Ebenau. Haughty tempers age not very forward, 
to. ſuhmit. They thought they knew. what and 
when to ſpeak, and that others oughy patiently to 


t meeting could not ſubũſt 


conſtantly there; and out of civility to him they 
frequently, choſe, him to rede. The Paſtor and 
Teacher upderftanding how things went, defired he 
would always attend, and exert himſelf among them 
Nan. , Aud: pray what did be do? 

Lienen. As it was his place frequently to pray, 
in frazer he would always mourn. under a ſenſe of 
their confafians ; complained, to God of the loſs they 
ſuſtained thereby, and cried for the wifdom which 
is from. above, pure and peaceable, gentle and eaſy. 
to be entreated; and that God by his gracious Spi- 
rit would promote love, eſtabliſh peace, and lead 
- Into all truth. In their heat of talk he would 
always interpaſe, and cool any rifing paſhons, mo- 
derate or remove any odious conſequences, and en- 
deavour to reconcile them to the truth and to each 
other. Theſe methods he often repeated, and with 
various ſucceſs. —— He would frequently make a 
folemn addreſs to them, as he thought the caſe re- 

1 ' quired: 
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quired : What under much concern he ſpoke to chem 
one time was to the following purpoſe: 
« 'BxgTHREN, it is known to ftveral of us what 
« pleaſure and comfort we have many 'a time en- 
a e in chis place. Here have we melted and 
mourned at our Redeemer's feet, and here have 
ws Tejoiced and 'triamphed in his falvation. But 
* our glory is in the duſt: The enemy is come 


„ in like a flood tipon us: Love begins to cool; 


* certain indication that iniquity abounds! In all 
e dur contentions about truth, che Spirit of truth 
% does not appear. God hath à controverfy with us, 
« and it becomes us to mourn and repent. I will 
"ec endeavour ' to bear my part with you in that 
« work; and let us agree, that the next meeting 


„ here, ſhall be a meeting n of prayer, for that 


% very end. Who knows what our God will pleaſe 
«© to do for us!“ 

Taz time came, and was kept in prayer with 
many tears before the Lord. Neither Deduil nor 
Digyſraiti were there: However the truth Toft. no- 


thing by their abſence:— There was a young man 


Preſent whoſe name was ar; a very amiable 
chriſtian, "and | temarkably iq uifitive after truth. 
Wirth him they both in their turns had been tam- 
pering, in order to make a proſelyte of him. And 
finding them both abſent, and ſo deſpiſing this op- 
portunity of prayer and humiliation, Hygar faid, 

„ Pi4rrxns and brethren, I am thankful for" this 
% opportunity; för I traſt God is among us of a 
© truth. He hath delivered my ſoul from death, 
and kept my ſeet from falling. Thoſe two noiſy 


v rerboas, "who are abſent, disover "What "ncquain- 


* tance 


— 
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2} re tance they have with God, by deſpiſing prayer; 
« and I humbly. think it is not our duty to hear 
ee them wrangle any more. They have both in 

405 their turns ſpread a net for me; but the Spirit 
« of the Lord hath mercifully kept me. IL have a 
20 letter from each of them in my pocket, which 
2 our, honoured Elder Digs. may n to a 
% in the hearing of us all.. 

AccorvincLy the letters were read, and: the 
contents of them abhorred by all preſent. And it 
was reſolved, in the ſtrength of the Lord, to guard 
againſt the writers gf them, as perſons of RR; 

, ene, of different principles. 

Neoplytus. If poſible, I humbly defire the con- 
tents of theſe CLIT INT IE 
1. Epenetus. He, whoſe name was Degel, wrote 
thus: ** My dear and much beloved gar, It is 
with a great deal of pleaſure T- conſider your, un- 
% common attainments; your diligent enquiry after 
{88 truth, your zeal for virtue, and to crown all 
% your exemplary. and ornamental. practice. You 
4 raiſe my expectations, and I truſt, you will never 
, diſappoint them. You are well | acquainted 
% with the nature and . neceſſity of moral actions, 
% or good works; and you know, that were virtue 
not to be rewarded with glory hereafter, yet every 
% wiſe man would purſue it: How much more then, 
« ſeeing, we are ſure, if we hold out to the end, 
« we ſhall „er it have an abundant entrance inio 
« eternal happineſs! Well, done thou good and. faith- 
« ful ſervant, enter thou into, the joy 'of thy. Lord. 
“ But perſonas Who have no good works to produce 
« at laſt, 8 be diſmiſſed to etetnal darkneſs. 


k oc” All 


— 
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% Al] fhall receive according to what they have done 


« ix the body. = We ſhould, indeed, give to Chriſt. 


&« his reoral glory, for he is a perſon great above 
« all angels. He hath laid before us a good er- 
« ample, and given us a very equitable la. We 
« ſhould, alſo, aſcribe grace unto him, ſor accept- 
« ing the fincere obedience of faith, though im- 
« perfect; for imputing it to us for righteouſneſs, 
N according to his mild and gracions law, and 
« crowning our perſevering virtue with glory. Oh, 
« what grace is this! What proportion is there be- 
« tween our obedience and the reward! ——T have 
% many things to impart to you when convenient; 
«© but by whit I have briefly written, you will be 
« able to know what judgment to form of the 
& Teacher's and Paſtor's preaching. Prefs on and 


% improve. Vour reaſen is not a rule to be de- 
« ſpiſed: Conſult and comply with it, and you 


« will honour. him who gave you ſuch an eminent 
« ſhare of it, and ſecure to yourſelf eternal felicity. 


« This is the earneſt deſire of 2454p in true afe 


6. fection, &c.“ 
Neophytus Well, what an enſoacith thing it ; was! 


A chriſtian truly had need enough to watch and pray. 


T heophilus. Ay, Neophytus, for there are many 
that he in wait to deceive. There are many things 
in that letter, very much like truth; and yet, there 


is not, perhaps, one part of it, taken in its pro- 
per connection, but militates againſt the truth as it 
is in Jeſus: And even in our day we have, more 
the pity, a great deal to the ſame purpoſe, from 


hy 


the pulpit and the preſs; and the more pernicious, 


becauſe dreſſed . up in a manner more. agreeable to. 


the 
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the polite taſte of the age. But pray, Eponetus, 
_ pleaſe, to give us the other man's letter. 
- Epanetus. Dig yfraith wrote to this effect: «« Dear 
| * Hygar ; The. great attention you ſeem to pay to 
% what I deliver at the conference, encourages me 
7e thus to addreſs you. Indeed from my very firſt 
% acquaintance with you, I have thought the grace 
% of God was your delight; I muſt ſay it is mine: 
„ Nor indeed is it needful we ſhould hear of any 
7 thing elſe; for by grace we are ſaved. Un- 
** feigned love prompts me to write to you, leſt 
«© you ſhould by any means be entangled with the 
% yoke of bondage. What perſons. call our firs 
«© were long ago fatisfied for, and according to God's 
% covenant. are remembered no more. Chriſt hath 
„ by once offering up - himſelf, perſected for ever 
% all that are ſanctiſied, or ſet apart for him. —— 
« How can it become-us to mourn and confeſs our 
e fins, when we have none that can be truly called 
% ours? Whatever aur defects may be, they work 
for our good, as all: things do. I uſed to be 
% in bonds and trouble heretofore, but it was be- 
* canſe I knew no better. I am now at perfect 
- © reſt, and whatever I do or omit diſturbs me not. 
1 do not know any la I am under, and there- 
* Fore am no tranſgreſſor. Love is all my law, 
«, and perfect loye caſteth out fear, I pity poor 
% weak whining people, who yet would be called 
«« chriſtians; I truſt you are of another growth. 
« Our Teacher delivers many things very well; but 
really the Paſtor often grieves me. Oh, that he 
did but ſee things as I do? But by what 1 men- 


„ tioned, — know bow to jydge of bot 
| * bo 


oak. dS ES 
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„ both. Hope, another opportunity, to let you know 
« more of my mind; for, filled with earneſt deſires 


« after your eſtabliſned peace, I am your's, &c.“ 


Neophytus, Well, this was a baſe, inſinuating let- 

ter; but was not calculated to enſnare ſo readily as 

the other: For here all virtue is neglected, and 
tance trampled upon. — 

Theophilis, This had, however, very plauſible pre- 
tenſions. Chriſt bearing our ſins; making complete 
ſatisfaFion for them, &c. — In ſhort, the good men 
| who heard both the letters read, might very well 
abhor the' tendency of their contents; for though 
they were, like Samp/on's foxes, tail to tail, baving 
different views, they had firebrands fixed between them. 
— But how did Dia conclude that opportunity? 
| Epenetus. He gave 'Hygar the beſt advice he could 
before them all; and with his leave put both the 
letters in his pocket, 

Neophyrus, Pray what was the advice he gave him? 

Epenetus. After a few remarks on both the let- 
ters, he ſaid, ** My dear Har! It is by omni- 
1% potent grace that you have been delivered from 
&« ſuck deſtructive principles as both the letters con- 
„% tain. It may be eaſily proved, that the authors 
« of theſe letters deny the Lord that bought them. 
«© Oh, what reaſon you have to bleſs God! Nets 
% were ſpread for your ſoul, and you have eſcaped; 
«« hope the Spirit of the Lord will abundantly 
% help you to ſearch the ſcriptures, and to com- 
«« pare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual; to pray with- 
* out cealing, and to follow the footſteps of the 
« flock. By-paths may ſeem to poſſeſs inviting 
6 N e but an end is 3 As you 
R «« would 
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** wou!d avoid the hook beware of the bait. ' Bring 
« every opinion, whoever maintains it, 70 tie law 
** and to the, teſtimony. Yet you would do well to 
* conſult chriſtians of ſtanding, and an honourable 
** charaQer, eſpecially your Paſtor or Teacher. Be 
** clothed with humility; for God giveth; grace to 
* the humble. If any man will do his will, he 
© ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be of God: 
% And we are ſure, that the Jecrer of the Lord is 
„ with them that fear him, and he will thew them 
4% his covenant.” . ; 

; Theophilus, Were all profeſſors to take this advice, 
what peaceable flouriſhing churches ſhould we have! 
But there are too many that covet to be .remarkad/e; 
and at that they cannot come without being /fingular ; 
then ſeeing they cannot in the zrodden path attain 
this end, they will ſtrike out into a by-path, where 
(ſuch is the wretched condition of fallen man) they + 
are pretty ſure to have ſome admirers. - ” 

. Chriftophilus. To aim at things fingular, and out 
of the common way, is with them true greatneſs of 
ſoul. What is common, affords them no entertain- 
ment. Some of them will grant, that our firſt Re- 
formers werg honeſt men; but yet little acquainted 
with true freedom of thought, and the bright dic- 
tates of reaſon. Others affirm, that they were men 
of very little light. But oh! my brethren, may 
that bleſſed Spirit, that ſhone with ſo eminent a 
brightneſs in them, attend the profeſſors of the pre- 
ſent day! May we ſee their religion, their holineſs, 
their humility and zeal revive! — Perſons are ſeldom 
very great, who imagine themſelves ſo; and yet, 
herein the greatneſs of the preſent age very much 
eonſiſts. Neophytus. 
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Neophytus: May my heart ever be able to ſay to 
my Redeemer, Thou ſhalt guide me by thy counſel. 

1 bleſs the Lord for the promiſe of the Spirit of 

truth, and his operations; and would be ihankful 

that I ſojourn at Potheina. — But, pray, what method 

did they take with thoſe two men at Caerludd ? 

- FEpenetus. I told you, that Diwyd, with Hygar's 
leave, put both the letters in his pockgg; and now 
® aut tell you, that the very next day he ſhewed 

them to the Paſtor and Teacher, who immediately 

ſent for the other Elders. They mourned under 

their trials, and, after conſultation, agreed to meet 

as Elders, — not forbidding any of the church that 

might deſire to be preſent, — to ſeek God, and to 
reaſon with Deddfo! about his principles. 

Tu day being come, and Dedaſol being preſent, 

£ Yefan begins in prayer. He mourned before the 

Lord under a deep ſenſe of deficiences attending 

them in their miniſterial work; that they had been 

far ſhort in explaining and eſtabliſhing the bleſſed 
truths of the goſpel, which might be one occaſion 
of their preſent troubles. He earneſtly entreated, in 
behalf of the miſtaken brother, that he might be 

convinced and recovered, &c. 

Przayzx being ended, Dew? ſaid, © Bretbren, 
the enemy of our peace and comfort hath many 
methods and deep devices, to diſturb and inter- 
* rupt the bleſſed work of our Redeemer's king. 
« dom. Wherefore we have great need of the 
*© whole armour of God. Our gracious Father hath 
given us a bleſſed rule, whereby we are to try 
every ſpirit; and our Lord himſelf hath given us 
** an example how to baffle the enemy's tempta- 
| R 2 % tions 
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4 tions, by our referring to ĩt; - & is written. Some 
« trials we have had from perſuns guilty of a diſagree · 
*« able. walk; and, through grace, by attending to 


* our: duty, have met 


with encouraging ſucceſs, 


* We little thought ourſelves in danger from tenets 
«againſt the truth; and therefore, perhaps, were 
„ not ſufficiently guarded; But now we are awaken- 
ed fromyour ſecurity, and called to defend the 
& eyerlaſting goſpel, and to uſe all our endeavours, ® 
% under God, for recovering the erroneous. It ig 
& providentially ſo ordered; that we need not be 
0 detained upon the inquiry — What are the things 
«©. we. have to charge our brother Deddfo! here pre- 
1% ſent with? The principles now maintained by 
r him, into which he alſo endeavours to draw others, 


% vou ſhall have under 


his own hand — He reads 


«& his letter — The contents of this letter we ſhall 
e endeavour, in ſcripture light to confider. But, 
% brother Deddfol, do you own' this to be your let- 
20 ter! And does it contain your preſent judgment?“ 

*Deddfel. Yes, the letter is mine, — though I do 


not think it very fair to 


make it thus publick with» 


out my. conſent. © However, I own it is FAST 


to my preiey. judgment, 


„„ 


Dei. It was, doubtleſs, the duty of him the 
| © received it, to. aſk advice upon it; and equally 
« ſo, if thought, neceſſary, to make it publick. 


« Your ſentiments, we 


we apprehend; are very erro- 


e neous and of dangerous conſequence; therefore it 
% was Hyg ar's duty to inform us of them ; and be 


it known to you, that 
Fo chem.“ | 


it is your duty to renounce 


edge 
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Deadfal. When I am convinced, that they are 
errors, nobody need tell me, that it is my duty to 
renounce them; but ſo long as I apprehend them 
to be zruths, I ſhall think Wg a tranſgrefſor in 
reuouneing them. 

Dewi. © When you gave * vifibly unto 
« the Lord, and unto us in church: fellowſhip, you 

£ © profeſſed before many witneſſes — That you could- 
« do nothing toward fulfilling the broken law of 
& God, or ſatisfy offended juſſice for ſin; — that 
& Chriſt was the complete Saviour, who, by his 
* Spirit, made you willing to receive and rely on 
* himſelf alone, for holineſs and ſalvation: But in 
ce this letter, all this ſeems to be caſt off.” | 

Dedafel. You fay Item to caſt off all this; but 
every thing is not as it may /zem at firſt views 
But, to be explicit, whatever comports not with 
reaſon, in what I might formerly have ſaid, I ſhould 
without delay depart from it, and ſhew . myſelf a 
man. If I fell into the common road, withaut ma- 
ture confideration, it it is what others beſides me have 
done; but it is high time both for them and me 
to chooſe the path of judgment. 

Dewi. © Whether you have, upon what you call 
* mature conſideration, choſen or for/aten the path 
«© of judgment, we ſhall, I hope, fairly and im- 

e“ partially conſider. The ſcripture tells us, that 

% we are juſtified freely by grace, through the re- 
* demption that is in Chriſt Feſus. But you plead 
ce that juſtification is to Ds obtained by wirtze and 
% good . 

Deddfol. . But I do not mean thereby works in 


every reſpect pere, anſwerable to a /evere law 
R 3 | that 
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that admits of no abatement ; for I am ſenſible that 
ſo, no fleſh can be juſtified. 

"Dervi. © You have all the Liberty you can de- 
« fire to explain yourſelf.” | 

| Deddfel. I mean neither more nor leſs than, that 

we. are juſtified in the fame manner as Abraham 
was, of whom it is ſaid, that he was juſtified by 
works. His faith, being a work, was reckoned to 
him for righteouſneſs. It was by grace that the 
rigour of the law was relaxed, and ſuch advantageous 
terms provided. 

Dewi. ©** What did Chriſt obtain for fallen man?” 
 Deddfol. Mild and gracious: terms of life and 
glory, moſt juſtly fitted to his preſent ſtate. 

Deu. What did Chriſt do, in order to obtain 
te thoſe mild and gracious terms?” 
+ Deddfol. He did whatever God the Father re- 
quired ; and thereby became our gracious Lord and 
Lawgiver. This is. my beloved Son, in 'whom I am 
evell phaſed; hear ye him. 

Dewi. © Pray what are thoſe mild and gra- 
c cious term, 

Dedd fol. Only faith, repentance, frncere obedience, 

| and perſeverance. 
Dei. What is the law thas requires them!?“ 

Deudfol. The gol] pel. 5 


Dewi. . ©, What is faith?” 
 Dedefol. A. fiacere aſſent to the. truth of all 
that is recorded concerning Chriſt. 
' . Dewi. © And how does faith Juſtify 2”, 
Dedafol. As an act of our's in obedience to a 
goſpel precept, which requires it. But let faith be 
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never ſo ſincere, without other works, it is deal, 
and cannot juſtify. 

Dewi. Pray are you a juſtified perſon ?” - 

Deddfol. So far, and ſo long, as I fulfil the 
terms required, I am; but compleat juſtification is 
not till the day of judgment. 

Dewi. And how do you expect to be nn 
„ 

Deddfol. In the ſame manner as. now, with che 
additional fulfilment of the term of perſeverance, 
or continuance in well-doing. 

Dewi. At preſent I ſhall aſs you no more 
% queſtions: But, from what you have already ſaid, 
«© I muſt, in the firſt place, as your Paſtor, charge 
«« you with perverting the ſcriptures. You contend 
«« from James, that Abraham was juſtified by works, 
«« and that in an ab/olute ſenſe, And, to avoid 
*« contradicting Paul, who aſſerts that Abraum was 
« juſtiſied by fairh, you plead that this faith is a 
% work: You know very weil that we are not at 
e preſent conſidering, what that is which juſtifies | 
6 our faith beſore men, but what that is which 
«« jnſtiſies our per/ons before God. St. Paul's deſign 
« was to maintain the /atter, againſt legaliſts; (e) 
« taat. of St, Janes to vindicate the former againſt 
«© the liceatious, (f) Faith, according to Paul, 
« muſt mean ſomething oppoſite to. any work of 
„ our's, otherwiſe his reaſoning muſt be perfectly 
“ unintelligible.”? 
 Deddfol, Bat Fames havin 2 aſſerted that Abra- 
ham was juſtined by works, ſays, that fo the ſcrip- 
8 R 4 ture 

() Romans iv, 3—6. (f) James ii. 2023s 
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ture was fulfilled, which declares, Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to hum for righteouſneſs. * 
Devil. Abrahan' s being juſtified by works was 
%a great truth, in the ſenſe St. James intended 
it; nor is the account, given by the great Apoſ- 
«« tle of the Gentiles, of his Juſtification by faitk 
„% before Gd, leſs ſo. And, it is evident Abraham 
«© was juſtified, in this latter ſenſe, * before he 


8 2 up his ſon e + n | 


(2.63 a r bow 
t this — That faith was po to Abrabam for righteouſneſs — 
et may be ſaid in full with our being juſtified by the 
_  impuration of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that is, our being 
. < treated by God as righteous, for the fake of what he has done 
er and ſuſſered : For though this be the meritorions cauſe of ohr 
-« acceptance with God, yet faith may be faid.to be imputed to 
© ws e Nr, Bi, in order #0 our being juſtified, or becoming 
« righteous: That ie, as we are charged as debtors, in the book. 
ef God's account, what Chriſt has done, in fulfilling all 
« righteouſneſs for us, is charged as the GRAND BALANCE of 
© the account; but that it may appear, that we ore, according 
" 4 to e goſpel, intitled to the benefit of this, 
„it is alſo entered in the book of God's remembrance, * that 
©-we are believers :* And, this appearing, we. are graciouſly diſ- 
** charged, yea and rewarded, as if we ourſelves had been per- 
. © feQly innocent and obedient.” Donna iber Fam. Expoſit. on 
Romans iv. g. and WiTszus, OEcon, Fed. Lib, iii. cap. viii. < 566. 
+ Towarxps reconciling - theſe apparently contradiftory aſſer- 
tions of the two Apoſiles, it ſhould. be remembered — That as | 
they both were equally taught and guided by the ſame unerring 
- Spigit, the contradiftion cannot be rl — That as nothing. ſhould 32 
be confidered as an eſtabliſhed principle of faith, which is not 
| In fome part of ſcripture delivered with perſpicuity; ſo that per- 
picuity ſhould be ſought for principally where the point in queſ= | 
tion is moſt profeſiedly handled - That as Paul, undoubtedly, 
| treats 
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Did uyll. With your leave, honoured Paſtor, I 
ce charge Deddfo! with downright oppoſition to the 
er bleſſed law of God. He fays, it is relaxed, which 
c. borders upon blaſphemy. He aſſerts, we are under 
6 a fort of law which does not require perfe obe- 
cc dience; which is the ſame as to eſtabliſhing 72+ 
© quity by a law, and h, is the work he aſeribes 
e to our Redeemer. The law is holy, juſt and 
. good. As the divine perfections muſt not be in- 
oy Jured ſo there muſt be, there can be, no relax- 
« ation of the divine law. The perfect law of 
„ God makes a juſt repreſentation of the eſſential 
s righteouſheſs and holineſs of the divine nature; 
% but a relaxed law never can do fo. Moreover: 

% Without a righteouſneſs every way adequate to the 

*« eternal moral law of God, there is no going to 
© heaven; and it is certain, that ſuch a' righteouſ- 
de neſs we have in Chrift, Further: It is the duty 
& of ſinners, who hear of Chriſt, to believe in 
cc W and this the perfect law of God demands. 

© — It makes my fleſh tremble to hear perſons 
* ä void the law of Jehovah, and ſubſti- 
« tuting in the room of it a fifitious one of their 


e own,” wat 
| RF 5 Didfol; 


; . uſication ove /oquanl) fits June (1g 
a; Gs Epkef. &c.) more faily, and as it were in propric 
ſong >. Bins effajen Dealt net bu explained by that- of 

- (who ſpeaks but once on the occaſion, and that not ex 
frofefſo) but rather James ſhould be explained according to Paul, 

See, on this controverted ſubject, the learned and juftly celebrated 

Witsivs, OEcon, Fed. Lib. iii, caps viii. F 25, 26. and ſtill 

moe at large, the judicious and venerable TuszZTixs, Diſpu- 

nan de concordia Pauli e Jacobi, ee, 
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Deddſol. pray, Sir, where does the moral law 
command faith and repentance ? 

| Didzyll. © Give me leave, firſt, to aſk you, 
*© which is the great commandment in that law?“ 

Deddfol., I anſwer in our Lord's own words: 
Thou Halt lowe the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
&c. this is the fr; and the ſecond is like unto 
it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
 Diqdwyll. *© Well then, if I am bound t % love 
« him ſo, I am equally bound to believe in him; 
« and alſo to repent, if I fin againſt him. And 
“ if I am bound to /ove my neighbour, and that 
« as myſelf, I am bound to love myſelf: And if 
te ſo, to embrace every thing that may contribute 
* to my real good: Then, when I hear that Chriſt 
te ig the Saviour of ſinners, I am bound to embrace 
* Jum.” 

 Dedafil. Bat man, ſuch is his preſent tate! 
ſtands in need of another and alder law; and 
doubtleſs, the goſpel anſwers that end. 

Didwyll. * Then Paul could never have main- 
© tained, that by faith the law was eſtabliſhed; — 
_ * he muſt have ſaid, that by the goſpel! the ** 
ee was diſannulled: For a new law muſt exclude 
te the other. He might have ſaid, There is a law 
« given, that can give life; and, righteouſneſs 5 
4 by that law. But he poſitively aſſerts the con- 
By trary. (g) Beſides: Your 1maginary law is a 

plain contradiction in terms, and deſtroys itſelf, 
It admits of mperfe# obedience, that is to ſay, 
« of 4 ;ſobedience. And, pray, what a law-giver muſt 
he be, who is the author of it?“ 

. Le n 
(86) Gel. il, ar. 


Dial. 9. Social Religion EXEMPLIFIED. 374 


Yefan. ** Pray, Deddfol, what are your reaſons 
« for concluding, that the goſpel is properly a law?” 

D:ddfol. Sir, it is often called fo in ſcripture, 
We read that the iſles ſhould wait for Chriſt's law, 
We are commanded to fulfil the law of Chriſt. 
And pray, what can be meant by the law of faith? 
and the law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus ? 
In a word, will it not be a rule of judgment at 
laſt, and therefore a law? | 

Tan. Law is a word of various acceptation. 
« By the law of God we are ſometimes to under- 
« ſtand, precepis and injunttions given to the 
* children of men, with binding and penal ſanc- 
tions. This is Aria) a law. But by the term 
« Jaw, we muſt often underſtand dofrine or in- 
«* fruition. So, in that paſſage, The iſes ſhall wait 
* for his LAW. And, The Law ſhall go forth out 
© of Zion. In this ſenſe the goſpel may be called 
« a law; but it does not conſiſt of a body of pre- 
er cepts,. prohibitions and threatenings.. We own; 
© that we are under the law to Chriſt; but, by 
« bearing one another's. burdens, and fo Julfilling 
«© the law of Chriſt, nothing can be intended but 
«« our tender and loving carriage towards each 
„ gther, in initation of Chriſt who bore our bur. 
« dens. The /aw of faith is the dofrine of faith; 
«+ And diſobedience to the goſpel, conſiſts in — re. 
r® fuſing to ſubmit to the mera command, which 
« requires /ove to Chriſt out of a pure heart, 2 
e good conſcience, and faith wnfrigned. — The rule 
ce of judgment at laſt will be, the eternal moral 
% law of God. The redeemed will be acquitted 
ec by it, on account of their divine Surety: The 
R 6 rebel 


1 
2 . 


\-Y 


* 


* 


„ — Sichl Religing NU Er. Dial. & 
% rebellious will be treated with rigour, in pro- 
« portion to the various degrees of revelation 
« Wwherewith they have been favoured, All found 


0% in Chriſt at the Day of Judgment, will have 
6 2 righteouſneſs adequate to all the demands of 


« the law; the reſt ſhall ſtand or fall as they de- 


4 ſerve, without reſpect of perſons.“ 


Dei. Fhere are ſufficient reaſons, why the 
« goſpel cannot be a zew Jaw; for 11 and goſ- 
% pel are, and muſt be, ſpecifically diſtihct. If the 
«© poſpel be properly a law, how come fitis againſt 
«it to be pardoned? Was Chriſt under tat law, 
« to deliyer them who are under itz or do they 
6 ke? jaſtice hat/erove for their own fins againſt 
«it 

' - Neophytus: Dear Epenetes, you ſurprize wie! This 
man was a Nedxomian! I could not have thought 
Neonomianiſm had been fo old. 

Epenetus. What, did you never read of the Pha- 
riſes It is evident they did not place their righ- 
teouſneſs in perſe obedience, but in What they 
eſteemed fncere. - Did they not endeavour to eſta. 
bliſh a righteouſneſs ſhort of what was perfect, in 
which they truſted? St. Paas doctrine was charged 


with licentiouſneſs: And who do you think Jaid 


that to its charge, but the Neonomians of that day? 
And it is not only a very ancient, but alſo a v 
dangerous error; as is evident from the Epiſtles 
to the Romans and Galatians, and what is there ſaid 
againſt it. — I was going to tell vou, 
| * that 
* Sex the tile ey diſcuſſed. in a very judicious 
manner, in WITSsIUs's excellent little weatiſe, intitled, Anima. 
| | werfiones 


* 


Bial. 9. Sotial Religion k&xñI u IIIb. 354 - 


that, after Dewi ſaid — © Do they ſatisfy juſtice 
& themſelves for their own fins againſt this new 
4% law?” ——the Elder, whoſe name was Dizwydy 
ſtood up and ſaid, With your leave, my honoured: 
# Paſtor, I muit obſerve, that Dedaſol is not for 
6. Satisfaction to divine juſtice for any fin, This 
& js evident from his letter, where he owns, lar 
4% Chrift hath done great things for us, by giving us 
4% good example and an equitable law. And to- 
1% my grief I have heard him deſpiſe the very term 
& ſatigfaction, and ſaying, that it was deneath the 
« divine goodneſs to inſiſt upon it, and impofible for 
* Chriſt to make it, if infilted upon.“ 

Yefan. I am afraid it is ſo; Errors generally 
« go in cluſters. When one enters, ſeven more 
& attend it. To deny ſatisfaction for fin, is to- 
% rob us of that glorious diftiafion between the chriſ- 
e tian religion and all other religions in the world: 
_ * Herein, eſpecially, © God commendeth his love 
© towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners 
| « Chriſt 
Eerforcs Irteniche, fee, The firft in Britain, who ſpread the per- 
nicious error of turning the goſpel into a new law, was that grand 
herefiarch Morgan, otherwiſe called Pe/agius, who was a native 
of Britaing and is faid to have been abbot of the monaſtery of 
Bangor, He alſo pretended, that man is able to work out his 
 falvation by the natural forcy of his fre vid; that hereby be may 
even attain to a ſtate of perfetion; that grace id givep in pros 
portion to our meriting it; and that there is no ſuch thing a> 
original fin. Theſe unſeriptural and deftruftive dogmas were diſs 
ſeminated in different parts of the chriſtian world, by himſelf 
Deleffius, his principal fellow-lahourer, and other zealous diſciples, 
io the begiaping of the Hb century; But it bath ſubſiſted under 
different forms to the preſeat day; when our Lord's caution ig 
peculialy fealonable — Beware of the nn 


Fn 
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% Chrift died for us.” * Herein is love, not that 
e we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
% his Son to be a propitiation for our fins.” Even 
« Jeſus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come.” 
„He was made fin for us; he hath redeemed us from 
i. the curſe of the law.” * He loved us and gave 
'« himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God 
— « for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour* —- What, Ded fol, 
> a © deny all this, and*profeſs to be a chriſtian! Let 
* % us have your thoughts Ss on this e 
ſubject. 
| * Deddfol. The ſeriptures in ſiſt . on the love 
37 God to the penitent, and upon his grace in for- 
giving their ſins. But if he muſt receive fatisface 
tion, where is the grace, which yo often call us to 
admire? 4 
. Yefan. © The divine perfections muſt not be in- 
— 40 jured. God is infinitely e And he will be ſo 
4 10 Juftifying, or he will never juſtify. What then? 
£ Is it impoſſible he ſhould be gracious alſo? Or, 
«© is it impoſſible for mercy and truth to meet to- 
«« gether, in the ſalvation of ſinners? We are juſ- 
et tified freely by his grace, but it is through the 
% redemption that is in Chrift Feſuss Was it not 
& infinitely wiſe and rich grace, that found out the 
. © way of our ſalvation; that fixed upon Chriſt, 
% coyenanted- with him, and gave him to under 
* what ave deſerved? Herein is love indeed!” 
' Deddfol. It is certain, that with God nothing 
is impoſſible: But we juſtly eſleem thoſe perſons, 
as truly great, who freely and generouſly paſ# by 
offences, without demanding ſatisfaction; and the 
| rie ſays, {it is * 8/99 to paſs by 4 fault. 
Many 


* 
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Many thouſands there are who do it, and merit 
praiſe: And can hey do what God cannot do! If 
it be true greatneſs in them to forgive freely, what 
is it in God to inſiſt. on ſatisfaction? 

Lean. God can do nothing that implies weak» 
«© neſs or deficiency: He cannot lie, and therefore 
„ he cannot pardon fin to the injury of his own 
« righteouſneſs and veracity, It is often commend- 
*« able in man to change his mind, but God is 
« infinitely perfect and cannot change. It is true 
« greatneſs in God 10 proclaim himſelf- THE nick 
«© AND LOPTY ONE ; but it is true greatneſs in the 
«© beſt of men to ſay —— I am leſs than the leaſt of 
* all jaints. God is the judge of all the earth, 
« and will do nothing but what is right; and 
4% though private and perſonal offences may be diſ- 
«« penſed with among men, (while at the ſame time 
„ the offended perſon may have ſeveral ſprings of 
« ſatisfaction in view) pray, What ſort of 'a judge 
% muſt he be reckoned, who diſpenſes with law 
« and juſtice, and. Gallio-like, cares for none oe 

te thoſe things?“ 
| - Deddfol. But, is it poſſible that God ſhould 0 
inſiſt upon ſatisfaction for the fins of a poor worm; 
and then be ſo e as to inflict puniſhment. upon 
the innocent! | 

Tefan. We do not ſay, That he comes to 
*0: 2 poor ſinful worm and iaſiſts on ſatisfaction; 
„ but in the goſpel he proclaims the glory of his 

«« wiſdom, love and juſtice, in requiring, providing, 
and accepting a facrifice for fin, which all the 
world of men and angels could neither offer nor 
invent. This is his own beloved Son, on whom 
Y , he 


2 


\ 2 
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, he laid the iniquity of us all: And it pleaſed 


„ the Lord to bruiſe him. — Say not, that this was 
* cruelty; it was our Redeemer's free and volun- 
«© tary offer — Lo, I come to do thy will; a body haſt 
« thou prepared for me {" < 
- Deddfel. If my fins are fatisfied for, I need take 

no care how I live or act. What need to trouble 

my head about faith, repentance or obedience, ſince 
all diſobedience is already cancelled? As long as I 


love obedience, I muſt hate ſuch a ductrine- 


Tear. According to what you ſay, you do 


„ not love obedience at all: For were you ſafe 
„ from puniſhment, you would not think obedience 


Fe neceflary. Vou think your fins are not ſatisfied 
& for, therefore you will obey, and thereby ſatisfy 


, for your own ſins + Aſeribing that to your on 


« wretched performances, which you deny the Re- 
% deemer. Of Him it is ſaid, 'Fhat he gave him- 
« ſelf for ys, that he might redeem ns from all ini- 
& qaity; and you fay, If you were redeemed,” you 
# would abound in all iniquity- The holy deſigns 
& of redemption you oppoſe; in your own: pitiful 
« performances you truſt; but diſtruſt, and in ef- 
c fe deny, Him, who is God over all, bleſſed 


4 for ever. But ſeeing the deſign of Chriſt's death 
% was not to ſatisfy divine juſtice for the fins of 
e the people z pray, what was the deſign of it“ 


Deal. He died, as a gloxipus martyr for. the 


truth of his doctrine, and to give his followers an 


example, how they ſhould do in a like caſe, 
Tas. Is this, all that is meant by — is res 

% deeming at from the curſe of the law, bring made 

n wt e 
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4% by — his waſhing us from our fins in his own ' 
+ blood? Was the agoiy of his /out for this? Did 
* any of his followers, that have ſuffered martyr- 
% dom, ever cry out, My ſoul is exceeding forrowful, 
% even unto death? Would it be their glory to 
* cry out, My God, my God, why ha thou forſaken 
% me? We grant, his patience, meln, and 


* readineſs to undergo all the will of God, was an 


* example fir us; but deny this to be the pringi- 
* pal intent of his death, as long as ſcripture 
* language hath any meaning.” = 

. Addfwyn., © With your leave, my honoured 
Teacher, I have one thing to obſerve; and a 
* thing it is of great importance. I think, Dedd- 
* fol does not believe the Deity of the Lord Jeſus. 
„This the Spirit of God calls — a damnable herefy s 
* In his letter Deddfo! ſays, That Chriſt is a per- 
* ſon great above angels and men; which, as it 
« ſtands in that letter, implies a denial of his eter. 

«« nal Deity. He is here preſent; and I humbly 
% move, that he may be called to ſpeak plainly to 
* that important article,” 

Dewi. © An important article indeed!. Take 
* away Chriſt's Divine Nature, and our faith is left 
„ without a foundation; “ for we dare truſt in none 
« but 


* Or all the important doctrines contained im the New Te- 
tament, that are worthy of all acceptation, not one, perhaps, is 
more important, or more capable of ſolid - proof, than this 
Our Saviour Jeſus Chrift is the true God.” ( 1 Jan v. 20. 
Nor is it difficult to demonſtrate, if Jeſus Chriſt be nat the true 
God, of the ſame eſſence with his Father — That a modern 


9 more con/ſent character than a. 
Clrefraw 


PY 


by 
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PP but the Lord JeHovan, in whom is everlaſting 


„ ſtrength. In the ſcriptures of truth, the Divine 


«© Nature of our Redeemer is plainly and frequently 
e aſſerted. Hear the teſtimony of the Father : 
«c * Thy throne, O Gop, is for ever and ever!” 
« Hear his Own teſtimony: Before Abraham was 
% I an.” Again: I and my Father are Oxe,” 
« And again: 1 am the firſt and the laſt.“ Hear 
« the teſtimony of the Spirit; In the beginning 
% was the Word —and the Word was Gob.“ Again: 
« © Without controverly great is the myſtery of 
« godlinels; Gop was manifeſt in the fleſh.* And 


again: This is the TRUE Gop and eternal 


« lite.” Hear the teſtimony of Angels: * Holy, 
* holy, holy is the Lozp os Hosrs, the whole 
* earth is full of his glory.“ Again: And I be- 

F 4 held, 


Chriftian — © That the Mabometan religion is preferable to the 


ee Chriftian religion, and Jede Chrift inferior to Mabomet — 


That the Sanbedrim did an act of juſtice in cauſing him 
* to be put to death, and the Jews had ſufficient reaſon to re- 
« ject the preaching of his Apoſtles, when they called them to 


des believe on him — That He and his Apoſtles have led us into 


:« complicated and pernicious error— That there is no ſuffici-- 


.* ent harmony between the Prophets and the Apoſtles, or between 
6c the Old Teſtament and the New — And, finally, 7 Jeſus Chriſt 


e be not the true God, neither the ancient Jewiſh, nor the 


&« Chriſiian religion is attended with ſufficient criteria to dif. 


<< tinguiſh it from impoſture. ' Theſe are the horrid but genuine 


conſequences of the Socinian and Arian Hypotheſes ! But if the 
reader would wiſh to ſee them unanſwerably demonſirated to be 
ſuch, let him conſult that maſterly piece, entitled, The Deity of 

Jeſus Chriji e/Jential, to the Chriflian Religion; written originally in 
4.204 by Dr. AA: The Engliſh Tae reviſed and 
9 by the Rev, Mr, Boo rs. 
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& held, and I heard the voice of many Angels 
round about the throne, and the | Beaſts. and the 
% Elders; and the number of them was ten thou+ 
« ſand times ten thouſand and thouſands of thou- 
% ſands; ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
«« Lamb that was flain to receive power and riches 
% and wiſdom and ſtrength and honour and glory 
* and bleſſing. And every creature which is in 
«« heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
* and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
«© them, heard I ſaying, Bleſſing and honour and 
„% glory and power be unto him that ſitteth on 
© the throne, and unto the Laus for ever and 
% ever.” It would be endleſs to enumerate the teſ- 
* timonies of the church militant —of old and new 
% Teſtament Saints.” | 

% As my brother Yefan ſaid on another n 
«© will ſay upon this; What, Dedd/el, deny all 
* this, and profeſs to be a chriſtian!” 

Deddfol. Sir, I am very well perſuaded, that 
Chriſt .is truly great and glorious, beyond any thing: 
that I can expreſs. None among the ſons of the 
mighty can be compared to him. Angels and 
Principalities are under his feet, Whatever may be 
eſteemed powerful, grand or glorious in this world, 
muſt be looked upon as the ſmall drop of a 
bucket, or the ſmall duſt of a balance, in com- 
pariſon of him. And were the ſhining worlds above 
us, of magnitude immenſe, filled with inhabitants. 
of ſuperior glory, (as for ought I know they may 
be) Chriſt would be ſtill unſpeakably above them. 
Shquld we further imagine millions of worlds a. 
thouſand times more On than any thing 

Pthas 


1 
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that hath entered our thoughts, they muſt not only 
be in ſubjection to him, but be reckoned as no- 
thing compared with him. It is true, the Angels 


of light muſt be creatures glorious and potent, but 


none among thoſe morning ſtars like the Sun of 


righteouſneſs, He maler his angels ſpirits, and his 


8 a flame of fre. His nature, whatever it 

„ is ſuperangelic z and, as he is abowe Angels, ſo 
hay was before them all.“ In ſhort, we may grant 
him any glory but that of an infinite, eternal, un- 


derived and independent Being, It is impoſſible 
that of , there ſhould be more than oe Great 
and glorious as he is, he muſt have a beginning. 


Tran. Fhis is plain (much plaiaer than com- 


* mon) but very ſhocking. You ſay, © That great 
* as he is, he muſt have a ug.” ? | 'Phen, I 


pray, how can you» receive what is ſaid of him, 
„That all things were mgde by him, and with- 
% out him was not any thing made that was made“ 


And they were made for him, as wall as by tim,” 


'Deddfol. Reaſon is an eternal rule, whereby all 


ſeripture muſt be interpreted. My reafon tells me, 
and ſo muſt your's, That * but one un- 


_ derived Being. 


Neun. And fo does 8 But this in- 


e finite, eternal, underived Being, who knows him- 
« ſelf, tells us, That in his ons EssENeE, or 
Being, there are PHAEE, the Father, the Word, 
6s and 


* Tee is © juſt ſpecimen 9 pulpit geclamations in 
the preſent day; which, indeed, are very well calculated to Man 


conteflions may perſectiy conſiſt with a determined ofpoition to the 
igroger Deity of Jeſus. Chiiſt,, 


ale and beguile the unwary, though, at they ſame time, fuch 


& 4 
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« and the Holy Spirit; — and, that theſe TuREE are 
46% oh. (h) What though your reaſon; bright as it 
«« ie, cannot comprehend this; is it not highly reaſon- 
«able you ſhould believe the account God gives 
6e of himſelf?” | 
Dedafol, But Chriſt is called the Father's ſer-- 
vant: And he himſelf ſays, My Father js greater 
than I. 4 . 4 
Fan. As Mediator, in our nature, it is even 
7 ſo but according to his divine nature there can 
5 he no inequality.“ | | 
. Deddfol. Why, How many natures muſt he have? 
Jian. Two diſtinct natures, the divine and 
& human.“ | . 
Yefan. © He aſſumed not a human perſon, but 
% human nature, which never ſubſiſted ſeperately 
4 from the divine.” *_ 
Deddful. Theſe thiths are all myſteries, _ 
Yefan.  ** Apd ſo they ſhould: be: Por, without 
« controverſy great is the mYSTERY of godlineſs, 
« God: manife/? in the fleſh. (i) Many things above 
« our reaſon, may yet be very reaſonable: And 
« afſure- yourſelf, that nothing can be more anrea- 
% /onable than to reject a divine” teſtimony — The. 
4% juſt ſhall live by ral.“ - tha * 
Cern. With your letve, my hongured Paſtor, 
« it appears to me that Deddfo/ is a very great 
cc ſtranger 


* 


(h) 1 Jabs v. 7, 8. 


* Sxx on this important ſubject, that juſtly celebrated Ind 
very valuable treatiſe, by Dr, Own, entitled, A Detliratieh of * 


the glx uus Myſtery of the Perſon of Cbriſ, God and Man. Chape ville 
(i) 1 Tim, iii 16. N x 


* 


P 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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s ſtranger to that /ife of faith, Does the man who 
c aſſerts juſtification by works, live by faith? Does 
« the man who denies the /atisfa#ion of Chriſt, 
live by faith? Does the man who denies the 
& divine nature of our Redeemer live by faith?“ 
Dewi. As yet, Deddfel, you ftand related to 
« us in viſible church-memberſhip; but had you 
« at firſt diſcovered ſuch principles as you now 
<« profeſs, we ſhould have thought it our” duty to 
« ſhut the door againſt you. But, ſeeing you are 
« called a brother, I hope we ſhall be enabled to 
s diſcharge that duty, which we owe to our Lord, 
de to you, and to. ourſelves. In the confeſſion you 
«© made upon admiſſion among us, you owned the 


« principles you now deny. And for a conſiderable 


« time we know you were wont to expreſs abun- 
r dant ſatisfadtion in the doQrine you heard, and 


« ſeemed to admire grace, that you were fixed in 


<< fellowſhip with the ſaints. — Where is, now, 
% that blefſedneſs you ſpoke of? Where is that 
« faith in Chriſt you profeſſed? here is that 
« joue to the church and it's peace? — I am your 
4 orieved Paſtor, and as ſuch, with my fellow- 
« elders, do rebuke and reprove you, that you may 
« be ſound in the faith. — We charge you with 


* 


Te holding pernicious errors, inconſiſtent with real 
« chriſtianity; and call upon you to repent and 


* Believe in Chriſt. If ever you had any real ac- 
% quaintance with him, I am certain you have 
4 deeply revolted from him. May you no longer 
„„ diſhonour him and diſtreſs his church!“ 
7 Chriſtophilus. 
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Chriftophilus. Well, though they were diſtreſſed, 
they were helped to diſcharge their duty: And 
therefore were in the way to glorify Chriſt, 

Epenetus. You mult look upon the account I gave, 
only as the ſum and ſubſtance of what paſſed; but 
they were very particular and cloſe. Oh, it was 
a very eſtabliſhing day to all the godly that were 
preſent! When their reaſoning with Deddfo! was 
over, Dewi, with many tears, concluded the op- 
portunity in prayer. 

T heophilus. Pray, Epenetus, what was the end of 
Dedafol's affair? 

Epenetus: The very next week they dealt in a 
ſimilar manner with Digyfraith, and their endeavours 
with him were alſo attended with very little ſucceſs; 
whereupon they thought it expedient to acquaint 
the church: And, after earneſt prayer to God, they 
all unanimouſly reſolved to ſend letters to ſiſter 
churches, to ſolicit their aſſiſtance. 

Neophytus. p O, dear Epenetus, favour us with a 
particular account. 4 * 

Epenetus. At another opportunity, if you pleaſe. 
You ſee, now, our time is gone, and duties at 
home call . for us. 

Philalethes., When we has of perſons forſaking 
the truth, what reaſon have we, who through grace 
ſtand, to take heed leſt we fall, and be led away 

with the error of the wicked! What cauſe have 
we to cry to him continually, Send forth thy light 
and thy truth, let them lead us, let them bring us un- 
10 thy holy hill! 


DIALOGUE, 
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A 


Digyfraith 7s dealt vir in the ſame manner. Deniet the 
commanding power of the law of God. Is apainſf 
confefſing and mourning for fin. Ii ſharply reproved. 
The caſe of both laid before the church. A meſs 


fenger's meeting is agreed upon. A letter ſent to 


Llettyrdwr on this occafion. Some account of that 
meeting. The advice given, to deal with rhem 5: 
Hereticks. Vat Hereſy is. The communion 


churches confidered. A letter of diſmiſfion. The a 


conifortable death 2% Didwyll. The canclzgfon. 
> _ | 
5 Nor grrus. 


02 ME, beloved Fjenetur, I hope we ſhall now 
be favoured with ſome account of that other 


troubleſome man; I think you called him Digy- 
Jraith: Pray, what methods did the church at. 


Caerludd take with him? 

Epenerus. The following week, on an appointed 
day (as I hinted before) they dealt with him in a 
very particular manner. The leading circumſtances 
of their proceedings I ſhall now give you, — The 
Elders and ſeveral brethren being come, Dewi, in 

| an 
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an humble affectioanate manner, committed to God, 
in prayer, the important concerns of the day.— Then 


Teſen ſpoke as follows : 

Yefan © My dear brethren: What an unſpeak- 
able mercy it is, that we have the written word 
«© to haye recourſe to, on all occaſions! It is in- 
«« deed a light that ſhines in a dark place, where» 
*.unto. we do, well to take heed. We have met 
« with ſome trials which at firſt we did not expect; 
«* and wondered what might be the uſe deſigned 
« far the prepared armour! But ſince then we have 
4% had reaſon to own the wiſdom of our God in 
«c preparing it, There is no part of it ſuperfluaus, 
„ nor is there any neceſſary piece unprovided ; for 
** our backs we muſt never turn to the adverſary. 

© —— Bleſſed be God for the helmet, the breaſts 
Coe the ſword and the ſhield, and all the reſt! 
*© And bleſſed be God that hitherto we have been 
«© helped to ſtand in an evil day! The Captain of 
«« our ſalvation, dear brethren, is with us, and the 
«© ſhout of a King is among us; and he that did 


« deliver, and doth deliver, we truſt, will ſtill 


«« deliver us. Awful was Satan's attempt by 
«© Deddfol, againſt the Perſon, work, and grace 
«« of Chriſt: And, if duly conſidered, no leſs aws 
« ful is the attempt he makes by Dig yfraith, here 
« preſent, His letter to Hygar contains many dan- 
«« gerous errors; which letter I ſhall now diſtinctly 
« and deliberately read, that you may the better 
e form a judgment thereupon. — Reads it — 
« It is really very ſhocking to ſee fo many im» 
“ portant truths abuſed, and ſo many pernicious 
principles crouded together, in ſo few lines. 

« Dio yſratith, 


* a 


z 
* 
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% Digyfraith, does this letter contain your preſent 
« judgment?” 

Digyfraith. Sir, it does: And I wonder that 

you, whom I have heard ſo often exalt the grace 
of God, ſhould ever ſay, that it contains perni- 
cious errors; fince my letter is nothing but a con- 
ſiſtent teſtimony for free-grace. 
Nein. How conſiſtent a teſtimony it is for 
te free-grace, may be conſidered before we have 
« done. In the mean time, I charge you moſt 
« ſolemnly with a down right oppoſition to all the 
« grace of Chriſt.” 

Digyfraith. Sir, I wonder this ſhould be charged 
upon me 2s 2 crime, ſeeing we are ſaved by grace! 

Yefan. © But that grace of God, which bringeth 
« ſalvation, teaches perſons to deny utgodline/s and 
« evorldly lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
« godly, in this preſent world. (Kk) So this grace of 


God makes it neceſſary, that miniſters ſhould 


« explain what «ngodlineſs and worldly Iufts are, that 


 & they may be awvoided; and what duties belong 


* to ſobriety, righteouſneſs and godlineſs, that they 
* may be pradi/ed.” | 
Dig yfraith. As I ſaid before, I love to hear of 


8 All my happineſs is of grace; and if of 


ace, it is no more of works: Duties are works; 


and though I do not care to be noiſy and trouble- 


ſome, yet to tell you the truth I do not love 


to hear of them. When I have been comforted © 


in hearing the doctrine of grace, I have often, 
before the diſcourſe was finiſhed, been half ſlain 
in hearing auric mentioned. Oh, it is the ſound 
of 

(* Tit. ii. 12. 
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of grace that refreſhes me, and I muſt again fay, 
I love nothing elle. 

Teſan. What ſort of refreſhment your i, L 
„ know not; nor do I deſire that acquaintance with 
* grace, which excludes and deſpiſes duties. I look, 
«© upon every duty as a ſpecial mercy from God to 
«© my ſoul; and the more I am acquainted with 
«© God, as the God of all grace, the more I am 


* led to delight in every duty towards him. I 


« delight in his law after the inner man, and find 
„ that in keeping his commandments there is a 
% great reward, There is a glorious connection be- 
* tween grace and duties; but you ſeem to ſeperate 
« what God hath put together, and {ua your 
« delight only in the worD grace.” 
_ - Chriſtephilus, You bring to my mind an n opportu- 
nity I once had, of hearing a certain perſon preach 
from that text — For by grace are ye ſaved — and 
the word grace occurred, perhaps, a hundred times 
in his ſermon. He told us, That it was grace that 
put the Father and Son upon entering into a co- 
venant of redemption, in order to bring fallen man 
into a /alvable ſtate — that it was wonderful grace 
in God, that he ſhould for the ſake of unworthy 
ſinners, relax the rigour of his law — and conde- 
ſcending grace, altogether amazing, that God ſhould 
freely offer to enter into a covenant of grace with 
man! — and grace indeed, that the terms thereof 
ſhould be ſo mild and moderate, to be fulfilled alſo 
by his gracious help —and, notwithſtanding thoſe 
ſmall, improportionate performances, continued in, 
an eternal weight of glory, Behold, ſaid he, the 
grace of all this! —— An honeſt chriſtian that 
S 2 ſeemed 


* ** — — 
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ſeemed to be greatly affected with the diſcourſe, 
and walking from thence along with me, faid, Well, 
this is free-grace indeed! I was greatly pleaſed to 
hear this joyful ſound. I told him, that T hoped 
Je was a lover of the grace of God in truth, and 
that all my dependance was alfo upon grace: Then 
told him how and why r was greatly di pleaſed with 
the diſcourſe. 

Theophilus. And once T heard a miniſter preach 
from thoſe words, — Created in Chrift Feſus unto good 
works words juſt by thoſe you mentioned. He 
inſiſted on the nature of good works; from whence 
they ſprung, and Whither - 2 tenued: Together with 
- the mece//ty and iſeſulneſt of them: And greatly 
pleaſed and refreſhed I was to bear him. But there 
"was an honeſt acquaintance 'of mine there, who 
ſeemed to hear with uneaſineſs; and when the op- 
portunity was over, he came ind told me, that he 
believed the man was a fFee-willer, and for juſti- 
fication by works. I told him, I was very forry 
he thought fo; 'and endeavoured 'to convince him, 
that it was a precious rte grace ſermon, though the 
co free- grace was never once mentioned in it. 

Philalethes. Poor chriſtians under ſuch ran 
are greatly to be pitied and prayed for. But 1 
am afraid the perſon of whom Epenetus ſpeaks, was 
more wicked than weak, as appears from other 
things in his letter. . we have interrupted the 
Kory. | 
Epenetus. Neuste upon Tefan's ſaying, that he 
ſeemed to ſeperate what God had joined, and to 
pleafe himſelf with only the word grace; he re- 
plied —— And with ſubmiſſion be it ſpoken, you 

N ws ſeem 
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ſeem to join what God hath for ever ſeperated; 


namely, grace aud works, the believer and ſin. 
Yefan, ** When you can ſhew me a perſon truly 


1 acquainted with the grace of God, averſe to good 


« works, or without a heart for them: Or when 
«© you can ſhew me a believer who hath no ſin be- 
« longing to him, what you fay ſhall be conſidered.“ 

Digyfraith, Sir, I hope you ſee your humble 


| ſervant. True acquaintance with grace I have, 


works are with me of no value: A believer I am, 
nor have I any fin belonging to me. God himſelf, 
who can no otherwiſe than ſee every thing, ſays, 
that he ſees none; and though fought by ham, he 
finds none. 

Tefan. The ſeripture informs me, that with; 
cout ſhewing your good works, you can never prove 
« that you are a partaker of true grace: And it 
% is very ſtrange, that Gop can ſee no fin in you 
«© when I a poor worm, that can ſee but little, 
< can obſerve it. | 

Dig yfraith, You ſee through a falſe mediom, 


' -which deceives your fight; And you may depend 


upon it that it is fo, becauſe the ſcripture ſays — 
He hath nat beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath 
Seen ferverſenc/s in Jjracl : (1) Therefore to be 


- ſure there is none, ele he would have ſeen it. 


Tan. © Jaiguity and perver/ene/5, idolatry and 
% villainy reigned, and cruelly tyrannized, over the 


% Moabites; but Gon was 1/rael's King. And his 


4% Jaw was to the tribes a rule of walk and wor- 
« ſhip, whereby iniquity and perverſeneſs were 


N neither zolerated, nor at that time embraced,” 


S 3 Dig yfraith, 
(1) Numb, Xzili. 21. 
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* Digyfraith. But the fins of believers are not ſeen; 
for, according to the ſcriptures, they are blotted 
out and covered, | 

Tefan. And, according to the ſcriptures; they 
* are ſeen too —* Againſt thee have I ſinned, and 
, done this evil in thy fight” (m) I égrant there 
« is a ſenſe wherein it may be ſaid, that God does 
% not ſee the ſins of his people: It is aid, if 
« God ſhould mark iniquity no perſon could ſtand; 
«© but there is forgiveneſs with him. The iniquity 
* that is forgiven is not marked, is not en; 
% that is, with the eye of his vindicti ve juſtice : 
But to the eye of his providence all things are 

open and naked. Our moſt ſecret thoughts are 
* conſtantly under his view; and he can as well 
«© ceaſe to be God, as properly to forget wy one 
* of our innumerable evils.” 

Dig yfraith. « Well, this is language I like not, 
nor do I know who can like it and live. What! 
God ſee fin in me! It is cutting, it is killing, 
take it in any ſenſe. 

Tan. I fear, for all your confidence, you ſee 
0 ſome things in yourſelf that you are not willing 
% God ſhould ſee; and that a guilty Heart lies at 

„ the bottom of this principle of your's, elſe. you 
4% would, no doubt, with humility and ' gladneſs, 
embrace the truth I contend for.” 
' Dig yraith. Whatever might be called my fin,” | 
was laid on Chriſt, became his, and ceaſed to be 
mine; and therefore God himfelf, who is omni- 


_ ſrient, cannot ſee them as wy fins, 
Tia an. 


(m) Pfaln li, 4. 
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Yefan. It is very well known, that I look up- 
% on the doctrine of imputation of fin to Chriſt, 
« and the imputation of righteouſneſs to his 
« people, as the glory of my life and work. But 
* though it is faid, that the Lord laid upon him 
«« the iniquity of us all,” yet it was we went 
« aſtray, and it was our iniquity. The judgment 
«« of God is always according to truth; and there». 
fore he muſt know that Chriſt never ſinned, 
% though our fins were imputed to him. God 
% muſt know that we are the very tranſgreſſors, 
« even when he does not impute our treſpaſſes un 
«« to us. Though Chriſt bore our ſins in his own 
« body on the tree, yet they were our fins. And 
« are we not daily to confeſs them as our fins, 
« and mourn over them before the Lord ?” 
Deo this, Diwyd ſaid, ©* My honoured Teacher, 
«« give me leave to obſerve, that in our private meet- 
«« ings Dig xfraith was frequently called upon to pray; 
“ and, though I gave all poſſible attention, I never 
« heard him confeſs fin, or mourn over it before 
«© the Lord. He had indeed. many good expreſſions 
„ in his prayers, but for the moſt part he ſeemed 
« to be preaching rather than praying; addreſſing 
„ the people rather than God. He would ſome- 
« times ſhew great indignation againſt thoughts dif- 
« ferent from his own, and complain of other 
«« people's darkneſs and legality; but, in all my 
« acquaintance with him, I never heard him con- 
« feſs his own corruption, bewail his own imper- 
« fection, or beg evangelical repentance. And let 
« any one tell me he ever ſaw him ſhed tears in 
«* mourning over fin before God; and I can pro- 
8 4 ay duce 


” * 
* 
: 
"4 


bring you on towards manhood in religion. 
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* duce the man who fa him freer at a tender 
< confeffion' of fin, and beurd him deride a weep- 
ing chriſtian as a weak ihfgnifcanc e 


& with a moift brain!“ n 
Dięyfraii. I do not know wnh whet view I 


am thus accuſed, nor do I much care. I remember 


the time when I was fo weak as to confeſs and 
mourn; but then I knew no better. I find a fort 
of 2 ad to poor creatures, who ſeem to take plea- 

fore in crying, complaming,” and confeſſing, as if 


there was a great deal of "chriſtianity in it: But, 


for my own part, I have forſaken my bondage; 
and, deing called to Ueerty, wire pls faſt therein. 
n + fomething odd, that à (chriſtian of my 
growth fhould be called to account by thoſe of a. 
low ſtature, who cangot ſer as I do. 1 bear with 
you as well as T can, though your confeſſions and 
contritions are a burden to me; but you, Bke fret- 
ful” children, cannot bear with me, who. would fain 

Nur. Were you to meaſure yourſelf by the 
4 facred word, you would not, I preſume, have 
thoſe high thoughts of Foals attainments, The 
„rule given us there, is, that we ſhould eſteem 
others better than ourſelves: (n) And 'this the 
or apoſtle Paul eminently exemplified when he ſaid, - 
ec that he was leſs than the leaſt of all faints,” 
«"fo) And thus the beloved diſciple declares — 

„ef we confeſs our | fins, He is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe- us from 


a all enrigihteoulnels — if we +. ve lu no for, 


" 3 


1 12 
8 
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we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us.“ 
„, p) How differently minded from you was this 
« apoſtle? — Another apoſtle ſays, that in many 
things we offend all? And, for all your haſte, 

«« 'you are one of thoſe offenders, and eminent as 
you fancy yourſelf, *t would not be beneath you 
*« to acknowledge it.“ 

Meeplytus. Well, was not this a little. too tarts. 
| might not a more re/pe2/ul way of ſpeaking proba 
bly anſwer a better end? 

Theophilus, No truly, my dear friend. You are 
not much acguainted, perhaps, with perſons of thoſe 
principles: Speak reſpectfully to them, and they 
will quickly boaſt, that it is upon a full convic- 
tion of their excellency you do ſo. I have had oc- 
caſion more than once to 4 the truth of this, 
They ſhould be reproved ſharply, as perſons vainly 
puffed up in their fleſhly mind. 

. Chriftophilus. My dear Noophytus, it will be your 
mercy to be unacquainted with ſuch perſons to th 
; end of your days. The apoſtles, Peter and Judt, 
give a very diſtin& account of them, They ſpeak 
big ſwelling words, and talk much of grace; 
but you muſt take their words for it: For, if 
Barnabas were to viſit them, / the grace of God 
he could not. Many of them deceive with fair 
- ſpeeches; but may you, and all who value a ten- 
- conſcience, be enabled to ſtand on the ſrigte& 
7 guard againſt them. But, dear Epenetus, excuſe us, 
Epenetus, Having been numbered, as L told you, 
among the offenders, he cries out—— In the name 
of erer and aſtoniſhment* who any 3 what do I 

| E : e 
Ir! n Joni, . 
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offend !- I do aſſure you that , I offend not my 
. conſcience. If you fay that I give you offence; pray 
why ſhould you be offended at what works together 
for your good? If you ſay that God is offended, 
you will find yourſelves greatly miſtaken; for he 
ſays „that I am all fair, and have no fpot.” 
Tan. In the firſt place, I tremble to hear 
« you ſay, that you offend not your own con/cience / 
« Were not your conſcience a ſtifled or a ſeared 
1% one, it would fly in your face at every expreſſiom 
« you delivered. You have indeed offended as, 
© and given us trouble, and we knew that this 
*«« trouble ſhall be turned to our good: But are 
6% your vile opinions and practices therefore harm- 
« leſs? The ſelling of Je%, was a vile and bar- 
% barous action, yet God meant it for good: Bur 


« did God's gracious defigtr make chat baſe act of 


his brethren. ſinleſs ? The fall of Adam was by 
* almighty grace over-ruled for good, but our fal- 
«© vation did not fpring out of that fall. Though 
God Ser- rules and fubdues our corruptions, and , 
e by his Spirit works in us repentance and humi- 
© ſjation for them, yet nothing of this, properly 
« ſpeaking, ſprings ont of fin, Yes— the higheſt 
e character this can claim is, that it is exceeding 
« faful.” As for God's ſaying to his church, 
„% Thou art all fair, there is no ſpot in thee,” 
% do affure you that, at preſent, it intends not 
« you. But how baſe is your inſinuation, that what 
«« we call fin, hath no malignity 1 in its nature.“ 
Digyfraith. Why, Sir, is not the fing of death 
gone? Is not the 625 of the law gone? And, 
Pray, are we any more under the law? And was 
not 
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not the law the Arengti of 6n? And if the ſtrength 
of ſin is gone, is not the malignity thereof removed ? 
Beſides, how can there be any malignity ia what 
is for our ſakes? For all things are for our ſakes, .. 
and therefore this. For my part I am willing ta, 
believe, that He who gave us the victory over the, 
law, made an end of ſin: At leaſt fo far as s that 
it can do no hurt. 

Didwyll. ** Oh, my dear 8 what lan- 
« guage is this! Is it poſſible for a chriſtian to 
«© hear it without trembling and aſtoniſhment ! This 
* is the man of light, the man of high ſtature, 
« the chriſtian of growth! And is it for zkis he 
% values himſelf ſo highly! May all who fear God, 
« avoid him and his impious principles! What na 
« malignity in fin! It is directly oppoſite to the 
« holy nature of God; and is there no harm in 
„e it? O monſtrous! The Holy Spirit, by the apoſ- 
« tle; calls finful luſts, hurtfu/; but according ta 
« this man, they are harml/e/s, By what ſpirit muſt. 
«« he ſpeak? The Lord ſays, do not that abomi. 
% nable thing which my ſoul hateth; but this man 
te ſays, It is for our fakes, or it has a good ten- 
66 dency. ” 

Dig'yfraicth. When I ſay that fin works for 2 
I uſe the word / in conformity to the language 
of the times; and I underſtand thereby thoſe actions 
you term finful. But if things, in ſuch, a light 
as I enjoy, were ſtrictly conſidered, among us be- 
lievers there can be no fin; for we are not under 
the law. Now it is evident, that where there js. 
no law, there can be no tranſgreſſion. Chriſt re- 
deemed us from under the law, and we are dead 

8 6 to 
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| to it: We have nothing to do with it, nor bat 


it any thing to fay to us. 

Yefan, It „ e Ut were, Gircogh Sends, 
e« delivered from the law as @ coutnant of works, 
« and Chriſt hath removed the curſe of it from his 
people; but by chis grace the law is not made 
, void, but eſtabliſhed, as a rult of life. There- 
% fore the apoſtle fays, that he was not without 
lay to God, but under the law to Chriſt. And 

the ſame apoſtle fays, that real religion lies in 
keeping the commandments of God. (d) — The 
„ Spirit of God gave this command to a goſpel 
« miniſter, © Thoſe who fin, rebuke before all.” 
«© And I do in his name here rebuke you as a 
& notortous, wilful, ddliberate firmer. Love to ini- 
& quity, affectation of ſingularity, haughtineſs of 
% mind, with a defire to be eminent at any rate, 
% are the cords wherewith you are bound: And 
„though you promiſe to yourſelf Hberty, I do 
4 aſſure you that you are very much like 2 ſer- 
7 vant of corruption.“ 
 *iNeophyrus, Well, how bolts be ſtand under fach 
cloſe reproofs? : 

Chriftophilus, Alas! my dear ei: ſuch people 
are proof againſt all. Darts are counted by them 
as ſtubble, and they laugh at the ſhaking of a ſpear. - 
wen once they work themſelves to this, that the 
lu of God ſays nothing to them, what repropfs, 
What rebukes can affect them? 

- Teizophilu. A certain teacher told me to my very 
fle, that God requires nothing of his people but 
Wat he enables . to perform ; ; and pray, Neo- 


EE Phyturs 
Eh. (3126 
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phytus, where then is place for reproof? And the 
very ſame perſon publickly faid, that we are not 
under the commanding power of the law, which muſt 
intend that the law ſays nothing to us; and if ſo, 
there can be neither ſin nor obedience. 

- Syllegifticus. Yes — grant it to be a truth, that 
God requires nothing of us but what He enables 
us to perform, or, that we are not under the com- 
manding power of the law, and 1 will dare pro- 
miſe to defend and maintain all the vil notions 
of this man. 

\ Epenetus. Upon the 4 reproof that was den 
Digyfraith ſays, Sir, though I am delivered from 
the commanding power of any divine law, yet by 
a law which you profeſs to be under, you mutt be 
eſteemed a tranſgreſſor. Why judgeſt thou thy bro- 
ther; or why ſetteſt thou at nought thy brother? 
I think you judge and condemn me. | 

 Gruffydd. ** That is your miſtake. Our honours 
« ed Teacher, to whom you mould have ſhewn more 
*« reſpett, did neither condemn nor judge you. Witt 
oe your fate he meddles not, but with your corrupt, 
* pernicious principles.— If Deddfol, who alſo gives 
„us a great deal of trouble, denies our great God 
„ and Saviour; you will not allow him to be your 
# Lord; for laws you will allow him none, And 
„% even faith itſelf, which the /aw of God requires, 
* js, according to your principles, no duty of your's 
«© If principles of a more dreadful confequence 
„ can be gathered out of the romree: 'of dark- 
„ neſs, 1 am greatly miſtaken,” 

Addfenyn: lt is our duty and * doubtleſs, 
2 * how denden and mneckngfs towards 2 bu 
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c but there appears ſo much ungodlineſs in the 
« principles which Digyfraith maintains, that a 
* church of Chriſt, zealouſly concerned for his glo- 
% ry, cannot poſſibly bear with. — Can he be a 
*« chriſtian, who, in the preſent imperfect ſtate, ſees 
% no n in himſelf? . Who is an enemy to godly 
% mourning, and aſſerts, that there is no maligni!y 
„ in fin? And who, with impious boldneſs, declares 
% that the law of God ſays nothing to him? Can 
4% this be the language of a believer in the holy 
« Redeemer? — For my part, I humbly think it is 
% our immediate duty to call him to unfeigned re- 
4 pentance.“ 5 
Dewi. *©* Trials. of this nature we did not in- 
2 deed. expect, though it is written, that from a- 
« mong ourſelves men ſhould ariſe, ſpeaking perwver/s 
, things. -Digyfraith, I here charge you with hatred 
« againſt God, in denying his omniſcience ; while 
% you deny that God ſees. your ſin in any ſenſe. 
« Ah, poor creature! he knows your fooliſhneſs, 
« and your fin is not hid from him, — I here alſo 
« charge you with impenitency: You are puffed up, 
« ag the apoſtle lays, and have not rather mourned. 
« On him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, 
«« who trembleth at God's word, you ſet no value. 
% However, as your caſe is very dangerous, I call 
«« you to mourning. and repentance. —— Moreover 1 
« J charge you with love to iniguity; for, with 
. dreadful audacity, you affirm, that ſin hath no 
« malignity in it, but works for our, good: Horrid 
« language! which pleads for the evil of evils. - 
% Once more; I here charge you with being too 


E much like à child of Sclial, without a, 72 
I Wi 
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er without a law. This is the mother of all your 


» 'abominations. — I am as yet your Pafor, and 


de in the Lord's name, whom I ſerve, and under 
„ whoſe law I own myſelf to be, do call you to 
10 ſincere repentance.” 

Uyon this Yefan prayed with great humility and 
affection; confeſſing, and with many tears mourning 
over, thoſe fins, which made way for ſuch a trial. 
He earneſtly defired their dear Lord to forgive all, 
and make them more watchful for the future, every 
one in his place. With great enlargedneſs, he im- 
plored the bleſſing of heaven on their endeavours, 
for the eſtabliſhment of the faithful, and for the 
recovety of the erroneous; and begged that God 


would in great mercy direct them what further 


meaſures to take, as moſt for His glory and their 
comfort. So that mee ting concluded. 
Neophytus, Well, I am perſuaded this man was 


un Antinomian “ I did not imagine that the prim. 


tive churches were diſturbed with perfons of ſuch 


principles: For 1 have read that the Antinomien Sed * 


ſprung up in Germany, in the time of 1 and 
that one Jen Agricola * gave riſe to it. 
Philalether 


„This R in 1456. His po- 
pularity raiſed his conceit of himſelf, and made him imagine 
he could eafily outſtrip Melanctbon; and accordingly wrote againſt 
him in 1527, — He was of a reſtleſs, ambitious temper, which 
made him quit his native country, where he was minifter and 
ptincipal of a college. He was reproached, particularly by Count 
Mansfeld, with ingratitude, avarice and drunkenneſs; and alſo a0 
uſed of having exerciſed his function very ee and having 
diſputed more againſt the Proteflants than the Catbolics, At Wit- 


babe be wat choſen miner, and obtained 4 profeſſorhip, 
| : Hes 


* 
* 
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_ Philalethes. What! did you never read the epiſ- 
tle of James! Pray do not you find him contend» 
ing with ſuch people? They boaſted they were 
belie vers, and works they did not value: He there- 
fore calls them wain men, telling them, that the 
faith whereof they boaſted was a dead faith. 
Have yon never read the ſecond epiſtle of Peter 2 
Does be not tell the, chriſtians, that there were per- 
ſons among them, who were ſpots and blemiſhes, 
ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings, even 
while they feaſted with them? And who, though 


they ſpoke great ſwelling words of vanity, and pro- 


miſed liberty to their deluded admirers, yet did they : 


not ceaſe from. ſin, but were the, ſervants of  corrup- 
tion. — And, pray, have you not read the epiſtle of 
Jude: Does he not ſpeak. of perſons, whom. he 
compares to cleuds without water, and . trees 
“ without fruit, and yet their mouth ſpeaketh 
great ſwelling words ? — 1 do aſſure you 1 weep 
the Anrinamiaus of that days | 

_.. Neoplytus. My dear Philalathes, I return yon thankss 
| May I tbe for ever ee from duch Pee and 


4 principles ! 


PRE SITS Theophilus, 
| 3 ne cenctieg the uſe of the lac 
under the goſpel; and he became founder of the ſect of inemigns, 


Luther, who had once been his very good friend, proc ed from 
Him, after many evaſions, and circumſtances not 8 

honour, a recantation of his errors, in a book he publiſhed at Berlin 
wherein he aſks pardon of ſuch as, he had offended by his errors, 
eſpecially of Luther z and proteſts, that he is defirous to live and 
vie in that faith which he had attacked. And afterwargs he al- 
| Fured the Plector of Saxeny, that nothing had given him more 


Sm voor bs bad had MIL nan of Cel. 
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Theophilus, If you think it expedient at any 
time, my dear Neophytus, to prove any perſon upon 
this point, bring him to the law, the eternal moral 
kw of God, ſummarily comprehended in the ten 
commandments; and aſk him, Does he look upon 
that law of God as the rule of his life? If he 
denies it, avoid him. If he anſwers with referwes 
and evaſions, avoid kim. If he fays, that it is a 
good rule, but a pefive one, that ſays nothing. to 
him, fill avoid him. If he fays, that he is not 


under the commanding power of it, turn away from 


him. Bat if he fays, that he ſincerely takes it as 


| God's revealed will to him, owning its authority 


over his confcience and converſation; if he appears 
to breathe after univerſal obedience thereto, repent< 
ing and mourning where he falls ſhort, and ever 
ſeeing to Cunaigr for peace and pardon — embrace 
him for a friend and a companion. | 
- Chriftophilus, When 1 fee perſons weary of the 
good old diſtinction between the law as a couerant, 


and the law as a rule, and that Chrift hath dehve- 


red us from under it in the /ormer ſenſe, but eſta⸗ 
bliſhed it as a rule in the latter; I fay, when Lice 
perſons quibbling upon this, and loath to receive 
it, I always ſuſpett them. | 

. Neophytus. My dear friends, I return you. all many? 
thinks 4 But, dear Epenetus, how did they 2 
deal with thoſe men at Caerludd ? 

Epenetus. As 1 told you! before, the account. f 


have given is but ſhort and imperfect. But they 
reaſoned 


See on this fubjeft a very judicious and praftical treatiſe, 


Entitled, "The * death r 


by the Rev, Mr, Book. 
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reaſoned with much enlargement and zeal: And the 
ſubſtance of the debate was taken down. by ready 
writers. The very next church meeting, after ſtrong 
cries and ſupplications to the Lord for wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs, the ſum .and ſubſtance of all was laid 
before the church. They mourned much under 
the weight of this trial, and, upon deliberate con- 
ſultation, reſolved to write letters to all the churches 
within their acquaintance ; earneſtly deſiring they 
would ſend their me/engers to be preſent with them 
on ſuch a day, to conſult with them before the 
Lord on theſe important affairs, and give their ad- 
vice. 

| Philalethes. A remarkable pattern for this part of 
the communion of churches, is recorded in the new 
Teſtament.” C Ads xv.) The church at Antioch, peſ- 
tered with a dangerous doctrine, which produced no 
ſmall diſſention, ſent M. enger, to the church at 
Jeruſalem, who were properly received: The whole 
church at Feru/alem ' ſent Meſſengers back again 
to them, with an eile to the brethren, which, 
when the multitude of them came together, was de- 
livered and read. Nor was the queſtion decided by 
extraordinary apoſtolical . power only. | 

Neophytus. But would it not have been / as Re” 
for the Elder; only to have ſent to other Minifers, 
and beg their kind aſſiſtance on ſuch a time, with- 
out ſending from the church to the churches ? Is not 
a wiſe man as capable of giving advice when he 
is not a meſſenger as when he is? For, his being | 
ent cannot add to his abilities. 

Syllogifticus. You do not know that. — Have 
you never read, that when . s worſhip is 


 raughy 
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taught by the precepts of men, God would proceed 
to do a marvellous work amongſt them; — the 
wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhould periſh, and the 
underſtanding of the prudent ſhould be hid? When - 
men are out of God's way, their wiſdom may periſh. 
When they have rejected the word of the Lord, 
pray, what wiſdom is in them? 

Neophytus. But may there not be miniſters meet- 
Ings, which ſome people call nods or afſeciations ; 
and may they not meet without being ſent as me 
ſJengers from the churches ? | 

'T heophilus. Ves, doubtleſs, and to a very good 
. purpoſe, if well improved. Chriſtmn acquaintance,” 
love and uſefulneſs, may thereby be promoted. Only 
ſuch meetings muſt be looked -upon as e 
not of divine appointment. 

 Neophytus, And may not the churches aſk der 
advice in any difficult caſes ? 

Theophilus. Doubtleſs: But if the church does 
not ſtate the caſe, and officially ſend its meſſengers, 
then that work muſt be looked upon only as a 
private friendly conſultation; which, it muſt be 
owned, may have its good conſequences z — but in 


all difficult caſes the ann way ſhould have the 8 | 


erence, 

 Neophytus. But is the advice given actording to 
this primitive way, of -a binding nature, ſo that a 
church muſt ſubmit to it, or ſin againſt God? 
* Theophilus, The church, to which the advice is 
given, ſhould be thankful to their Redeemer for the 
love and communion of his churches; but if any 
thing therein appears to them contrary to the ra- 
wealed will of their Lord Jeſus, they are not bound 

to ſubmit thereto. | Neophytus., 


— 
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| Noophytbe. Then, to what purpoſe. is it to conſult 


"them at all, unleſa an tended; 0 Aa 


binding authority ? Ie 

 Theophilas.. Why truly, my young gige ok 
of God's ſervants, in God's way, may diſcover ſome 
part of the divine pleaſyre out of the ſcriptures, 
which a few, and thoſe, perhaps under diſadvan- 
tages, 'could' not ſee: Bat the binding authority 
ſtands only in — TA Jaith, the Lord. Authority 
over brethren grows apace in the ſoil of corrupt 
nature. It is a vile weed that fills. the wand. But 
bat a pity it mould be ſuffered to grow in garden: 
.  Neaphytuws, My excellent Theaphiias, I hope you 
do not think that I aſpire after any fuch power: 


You will excuſe my putting the queltion for informa- 


tion, However, authority there muſt be in churches, 
tie they could not deal with offending members. 
Theophilus. Only the authority of Ciriſt, and t 


Hor edification,' arid not for deſtruction. ; 
© | Neophytus. All ſynods and (councils pretend theretg. 


Fllen, But a congregations] church of Chriſt 


an 'ſhew its en 


40 act by. 
' Neophytur. Dear Epenatuc,. excuſe me: Now, with 


the conſent of my ſeniors, I beg to be favoured 


wich the contents of one of the letters you men- 


_ 4ioned, which Were _ to the churches far meſ- 


ſengers. 
Apenet us. You. 0 3 has not long 
580 I ge yo ſome account, of the grace of God 
in reaching ſevexal of the inhabitants of Lietgrdvur, 
don + 29904 3 Ae ; Yah ene, 4 


* 
”% ; 1 . {4 * 1 
* Tt 1 ; 89 1 - 


. a 


» See Dialogue i page b 
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the work of the Redeemer's kingdom quickly prof. 
pered there into a flouriſhing church. To this church 
ey others, a letter was ſent as follows: 


cc, The church of c meeting for publick A 
ee near Dwrbotth ia Caerludd, u the” church ' of 
& Clif Sojourning_at ae e 288 

40 and. peace. MF" 

© DeanLY BELOVED II THE: Ah | 


1.09 FREQUENTLY, with the tendereſt affeftion, do 
«« we bleſs the Lord for delivering you from the 
© power of darkneſs, and tranſlating you into the 
44 kingdom of his dear ſon; and with holy admi- 
4 ration do we reflect upon the means he made 
* uſe of to bring about ſo glorious a work! 
Our carneſt deſire is, dearly beloved, that you 
% may be very ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt 
« Jeſus; — that your love to the truth and to each 
c ther may a bound; — that your walk before the 
„% Lord may be very humble and holy; —— that 
„ your communion and (fellowſhip. may be 'emi- 
« gently ſpiritual and refreſhing ; — that your teſ- 
* timony for Chriſt may be bright, conſiſtent and 
'6*- ſucceſsful; — and that in every ſenſe you may in- 
* creaſe with the increaſe of God. — As to our- ' 
& ſelyes, uncommon trials at preſent attend us; 
% whereof we think it our duty thus to acquaint. 
% you, There are two perſons who are members 
ot us, that give us a great deal of trouble; one 
« denies the Godhead and grace of Chriſt, the 
e other \renounces the law of God, the Redeemer's 
« dominion, and our duty. We have through grace 
* faithfully endeavoured their recovery out of the 

© ſnares 
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% ſnares of Satan; but to our grief lere they are 
« ſtill held. We have great reaſon of thankfulneſs, 
«© that the infection ſpreads not; and we think it 
4 ſtill our duty to uſe all poſſible means for deli- 
« yering the deceived from the error of their way. 
After ſupplications before the Lord, and conſul- 
c tations among ourſelves, we have reſolved to call 
© other churches to aſſiſt us by their g engers; 
<« that in the preſence of our Redeemer we may con- 
«ſult together, and act for his glory according to 
«© the beſt advice. —— For this moſt folemn work, 
« we have fixed upon the tenth day of the third 
« month, and the day following if need be; and 
% do hereby deſire you, dearly beloved, to ſend 
« your meſſengers to meet thoſe of other churches 
«« with us on the appointed day, for our aſſiſtance, 
«« We hope the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſ- 
2 pel of Chriſt ſhall attend us, who are 

5 % Your affetionate, afflided brethren.” . 


« Mt our church-meeting the 7th 
« day of the firſt month,” 


enn to the ſame purpoſe were ſent to other 
churches: And poor Cyndyn, of whom you have 
heard before, deſired he might be the meſſenger 
to carry this. 5 | 

Chriflophilus. Ah poor heart! he wanted to ſee 
his dear friends, to whom he was made ſo uſeful in 
the day of his diſtreſs! And how welcome muſt he 
be to them! 

Neophytus. Pray, Chriftophilus, ſuffer Epenetus to 
proceed to the account of that meeting. 


Ehpeuetur. 
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Epenetus. The time quickly came, and all the 
country meſſengers were there a day or two before 
hand; and among them was honeſt FHdalon, now 
very far in years, appearing ripe for heaven. He 
had not been at Caerludd for ſeveral years, but was 
now received with the greateſt reſpect, and many 
tears of joy. 

Chriftophilus, O! this was affecting, to ſee Fdd- 
lon once again, who was their father in Chriſt! 
How pleaſant muſt it be to them to relate and hear 
over again, the ſtory of the precious work at Hyfryd- 
le! And the wonders of grace at firſt at Caerludd i 

Neophytus. Dear Chriftophilus, pray ſuffer Epenetus 
to proceed with the ſtory of the me/engers* meeting. 

Epenetus. The time being come, Dewi, the Paſtor 
of the church, began with prayer ; and with great 
judgment and affe&ion ſent up ſtrong cries to God 
for a ſpecial bleſſing on the defign of the day, &c. 
Prayer being ended, all the Meſengers of the ſeveral 
churches took their reſpective ſeats, and unanimouſ- 
ly choſe the beloved F/yddlon as Moderator, pro 
tempore. A proper perſon was choſen to read over 
the minutes of this affair from its origin to 1ts pre- 
ſent ſtate; and two proper /cribes were appointed 
to take down the ſpeeches, debates and reſolutions. 
of this chriſtian Syzod. 

Uryon this, 7:fan read that text, { Ads xv. 6.) And 
the Apoſtles and Elders came together for to confider- of 
this matter, After taking notice of the true natare- 
of chriſtian conſultation, and of the wi and good- 
nes of our Redeemer in appointing and commanding 
the uſe of it in caſes of difficulty and common con- 
cern; — he gave them a brief account of the queſtions 

and 


* 
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and caſts they were to conſider; — and then wiſhed 
chem the ſpecial afiiftance of the ſpirit of Chriſt, and 
#hat they might be enabled faithfully to adhere to 
the written word. Whatever caſe or queſtion they 
„ aj om ray was: taken en 
and delivered to the Moderator. 8 

"Pann Deddfol, who was preſent and dy 
Hated, was aſked, Whether che letter, which to- 
gether with the minutes of their paſt conference 
ad been juſt read, was his, and whether the account 
was iuſt? He anfwered, that the letter was his, 
aud that he had nothing to object againſt the ac- 
unt. — Upon this each article was diſtinctly 
conſidered; every meſſenger giving his thoughts with 
as much perſpicuity. and order as he could, together 
with the reaſon, or ſcripture, or both, which pre- 
vailed with him fo to judge: Nor did any one 
interrupt another, or ſpeak twice to the ſame thing, 
without leave firſt obtained. And Deddfel alſo was 
never denied leave, upon aſking the Moderator, to 
reply to any thing that was ſpoken by the Meſſen- 
gers, &c, until the Moderator, who always ſpoke 
laſt, had given his thoughts. Then immediately a 
new article was called, which was conſidered in the 
ſame manner. And thus they went through the 
whole that concerned Deddfol, and which took up 
the Whole of that day. an concluded the op- 
portunity in prayer, and notice was given to meet 

there again the next day at ſuch an hour. 
Neophytus, Well, I ſhould be glad to hear cola 
every one ſpoke, and what advice Oy the 
church in wat man's affair. | 
Epenetas, 


- 
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| #Epenetus, The firf I do not think conſiſtent with 
the deſign of my ſtory, as it would take a great 
deal of time; but as to the advice, they all agreed 
that Deddfo/ was a ſtubborn and a perverſe herezich, - 
and that it was the duty of the church to adino- 
niſh him, and upon non-repentance to cut him off; 
And- to this the Moderator ſet his hand. 

- Neophytus. And how did they deal with the athe 
man? 

Epenetus. In the very ſame manner; and Us 
advice was the ſame. — Then Ffyddlon, the Mode- 
rator, preached from theſe words (1 Cor. xi. 19.) 
For there muſt be alſo HzASsIEA among you, that 
they which are approved may be made manifeft among 
you. Upon this Deddfo! and Digyfraith were both 
admoniſhed by the whole church, in the preſence 
of the Meſſengers. And after publick thanks were 
given to the Meſſengers, the EG concluded 
with praiſe and prayer. 

Neophytus., And pray how did this affair end ? 
 Epenetus. I told you there were ready writers 
appointed to take down the whole faithfully, - 
The ſum and fubſtance thereof was tranſcribed 
into ſeveral copies, that-the meſſengers might take 
them home with them, and read them to their 
reſpective churches; and lodge the account with 
their Elders againſt a time of need, =— As for the 
two erroneous-. perſons, after a /econd admonition, 
they were rejected as Hereticks. ; 

Neophytus. But ſeeing they were moral in their 
walk,. what need was there of excommunication ? 
 Phtilalethes, The church could never obſerve the 
laws of Chriſt without it; for the command is very 

T | expreſs, 
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| expreſs, that ſuch ſhould be rejeded after a firſt and 
\ ſecond admonition. (s) And again — From ſuch 

Withdraw thyſelfi (t) 

' * Syllogifticus, A church of Chrift is a religious 
community, and is bound by revelation and reaſon 
to attempt the preſerving itſelf pure; and how is it 
poſſible to effect this, without taking heed leſt any 
foot of bitterneſs ſpring up and defile many? 
You ſpeak of Hereticks moral in their walk! Do 


you conſider what you ſay? Could you judge that 


man moral, who denies the proper Divinity of Chriſt; 
and the ſtandard of whoſe obedience is a relaxed 
law ? Or, can you judge that man moral, who ſays 
that he is not under the commanding power of the 
moral law? Their doQrine is the doctrine of Devils; 
and to ſuffer them to dwell in a church of Chriſt 
is to give place to the devil. 
- Neophytus. My knowledge, I own, is very ſuper- 
ficial; for 1 very much queſtion whether I know 
what a Heretick is. 

Theophilus, According to Peter, (2 Peter ii. 1.) 


he is an Heretick who denies the Lord that bought 


him. He that denies the Divine nature of Chriſt ; 
The that denies the human nature of Chriſt; — he 


that denies the znity of both natures in one perſon; 


-— be that denies the grace, or the laws hey Chriſt, 
is a Heretick. | 
«+ Philologus. According to the import of the word; 
a Heretick takes pleaſure in a religion of his own 
rhufing — taking up and propagating his private opi- 
nion, in oppoſition to the general profeſſion of the 
church, and Nen by ve word. 


l.) T. ii. 10. 6) ea 5. 


* 


ofiftance of a temporal nature, &c. 
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Nerophytus, But I am at a loſs how to under- 
ſtand what the Apoſtle aſſigns as a reaſon, why a 
Heretick ſhould. be rejected: For he ſays, that ſuch 
a man is ſubverted and ſinneth, being condemned 
of himſelf. Pray, what is there in this * to 
a Heretick ? 

T heophilus, Nothing at all — nor is it men- 
tioned with any ſuch view; but to ſhew, that though 
a Heretic may in other reſpects behave among men 
in a harmleſs manner; or, perhaps may ſeem ta 


" abound in good works and uſefulneſs; yet he is as 


vile a tranſgreſſor as any other, and therefore to 
be rejected. He is as much /ubwerted as if he 
turned highwayman, and draws condemnation on 
himſelf as inevitably as any profligate tranſgreſſog 


whatever, 


Neophytus. 1 thank you, my dear Theophilus : 
But 1 have, one favour more to aſk; pray are there 
not ſome other things that appertain to the cem. 
munion of churches ? 

Theophilus, Yes, yes; ſuch as the e come | 
munion of members, either upon letters of recom 
mendation, or, if they are well known, without; — 
the di/mi//jon of members, and the reception of them 
into full communion ; — the giving and I 

Neophytus. A letter of recommendation for tran- 
fient, or occaſional communion, muſt be, T 4844 
a teſtimony from one church to another, concerhin 


 ſach a perſon; ſignifying that he is a church em- 


ber, and walks agreeably to his profeſſion, e. Baß 
What is a dijaniffion 1 . 
Ta ' Theophilus, 
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" Theophilus, Pray, Fpenetur, can you give him ſome 
| account of one? 

"" Epenerns, You may remember I gave you ſome 
&ccount of one Alfred, a young man that belonged 
to the church at Hyfryd/e, and who went up the 
firſt -time with Ffyddlon to Caerludd, and Raid there. 
This young man, after a while, defired his di/mi/- 
fn, which Was granted as follows: 


% The thurck of Chrift ſojourning at Hyfrydle, to the 
% cure of Chrift- fojourning at Caerludd, and 
4% meeting for publick worſhip near Dwrborth, with 
e Their Biſhops and Dracotr; wiſhing all grace — 
dis peatr. 
* DEAAIT BELOVED i OUR Lon, 
£28 LEO hae! rhe; Hai 'of 2 (Oh of 
4 1 all grace, to bring you to himſelf, and form yon 
church according to his word: And it hath 
AD him providentially to remove from hence 
2 to your neighbourhood, our beloved brother A//red, 
6 who now defires to be diſmiſſed from our fellow- 
"typ. 50 your's. Seeing the all-wiſe God, who de- 
7” 2 the bounds of our habitations, hath thus 
40 1 Np of him, affording him a pleaſant proſ- 
of ſpiritual advantage in your ſellowſtiip; 
5 we. think his requeſt very reaſonable, and look 
4 it our duty to grant it: Wherefore we do, 
a church of Chriſt, now recommend and di/= 
r dear brather Alfred, whoſe converſation 
| Son, was very honourable, to your fet- 
1 1 5 in the Lord; declaring that when you 


« a e. | his W 0h.2. here ceaferh: 4 
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„% wiſh you and him a rich abundance of the re- 
15 freſhing joys of Chriſt, and in the moſt tender 


* affection remain 
ur brethren in the beſt bonds, 


vs Ordered « at our church-meeting, 
% — ſuch a day.” 


_ Neophytus. And how was he received ? Was 10 
Propounded / Did they depute perſons to vit him, 
and enquire after his conver/ation? And was he 
called to ſpeak his experience, &c.? 

| Epenetus, No —— nothing of all this. Only the 
letter was read, and thereupon the church received 
him inta fellowſhip.” . 

| Neophytus, Great uſefulneſs, no doubt, attends 
the communion of churches: — But is there any ſuch 
thin g as the excommunication of a church ? | 

T heophilus, No; there is no rule for that. 
Churches are co-ordinate; Holding the head, 45 
muſt be conſidered as true churches, and therefore 
in fellowſhip. If any are apprehended to be diſor- 
dered, prudent endeavours ſhould be uſed to remove 
that diſorder, in the tendereſt manner: But when 
all is done, they muſt not be unchurched, but en- 

couraged in what is apprehended to be right. As 
to other things, they ſhould be left to the com- 
paſſionate care of the Great Paſtor. 
. Neophytus. But what if any of thoſe churches 
ſhould turn Arian, or any other way deny the Lord 
that bought. them; — or fink into profanencſs and 
Iimmorality ? 

3 Then they are no churches of Curd. 

14 8B  Neophyrazs 
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Nees igt. What if any church receive in mem- 


| cut off from other churches; or fuck as * 


wregularly withdrawn therefrom ? 

| Theophilus. That creates a great deal of uſes 
fion: But in ſuch caſes the aggrieved church ſhould 
_ Publickly, yet prudently, proteſt againſt ſuch diſor- 
Mers ; and thereby clear themſelves in a peaceable 
Way; Kill awning the church that gave the offence 
As 4 church in.communion. —If any Werren lack 
wiſdom let them ,aſk it of God, 

on Cite Our beloved | Epenetxr, your agree- 
le. and edifying ftory ſeems. to comprehend the 
tranſactions of a pretty many years. — In the ac- 
count of the rf work of God at Carrludd, I re- 


Iugunber you mentioned Diqwy/!, who was Yefan's 


wife's father, as one of the eminent converts: And 
I find he acted with the other Elders in the affair 


that occafioned the laſt meſſengers? 3 
- by. that time be muſt be a very old man, 


Epenctus, He was ſo: But upon his grey hairs 


there, was a. glory. God bleſſed him with 
abilities and faithfulneſs, to the very laſt. Quickly 


after that meſſengers {Co ein Rr eee 


vemoved to his eternal reſt. 


Isen how it 


was with him under the arreſts of death. 


Epenctas. The end of that „ rEINY ; 
When he found nature baſtening apace to a diſſo- 


Jotion in a full chureh meeting, from an ad- 
eee + wear ee ee e een 
church as follows: 

Mr dear Brethren; Je te with ee (hk. of 
W eren 


= the 


1 


vx 
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« the very room) when I was firſt apprehended by 
grace. A power truly divine ſweetly conquered 
* my ſoul, and made me willing, Having taken upon 
„ me Chriſt's yoke with and among you, I think 
% it becomes me to teſtify that I have found it 


de eaſy and delightful. You were pleaſed as a thurch 


* to call me to ferve Chriſt and you, as 2 Ruling 
« Elder; and the diſcharge of this truſt, S ib 


« I could perform it, was my delight, though at- 


* tended with humbling imperſections. I would 


„ now humbly ble's God for any help afforded, and 
« for your love and obedience. The 'ordinances of 
„ Chriſt in his church have not been dry breaſts | 


« to me: While worſhipping with you I have 


« taſted the joys of another world. And now, my 


% dear brethren, I muſt take my leave of you} 
% For 1 have ſome apprehenſions, that 1 am like 
% to come to this place no more. Here Chriſt hath 


es often viſited me, but now be ſends for me td 


« me; and, if 1 miſtake” not, the time of my 
4 departure is at hand. — Keep on your whole ar- 


* mour, I am juſt going to put mine off. You are 


« in the wilderneſs, watch, therefore, and pray that 
« you enter not into tempration. All errors, in judg> | 
72 ment or practice avoid: Keep a tender confeience 7 
. Guard againſt all appearance of evil, and abhor 
% every thing that tends to cool your ien to Chriſt, 
6% and to each other. See that you ſtrictly main- 
4 tain whatever God makes by his word à dry 
* And" in all che ways of God's judgments wait 
* for him. — Through grace I am reſigned to God, 
2 and bs pes. we} Rk LON: 
#34 * 1 4 21 . ; ve 


„ 9 b 
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„ for my ſins that are many are forgiven, The 
, righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed. to me is my 
© robe and wedding garment; and with his love 
% am I filled. Though we part now, yet you and 
% ſhall meet ere long in heaven with our dear 
Lord, never to part more; for, we ſhall be ever 
« qvith him, and ſhall be /ike him, for we ſhall 
* foe him as he is. Unto him, this once more, I 
„ ſhall in prayer commit myſelf and you.“ 
Au upon this he with great judgment and affec- 
tion concluded with prayer and thankſgiving, caſt- 
ing himſelf and the church upon the rich, free and 
ſovereign grace of God in Chriſt — and the ow 
church in tears ! 
Chriftophilus, In tears! well they. might, to how 
and ſee their honoured Elder taking his leave on 
them in ſuch a manner 
- | Bpenetur. Then he lift up his voice and aid, 
The Eternal God be your refuge, and underneath 
«© be the everlaſting arms!” Having ſaid this he 
bawed himſelf, and in the church ſaid no more. 
Theophilus, What a. bleſſed parting was this! 
Epenetut. His ſervant led him home — then he 
| ro a ſmall refreſhment, worſhipped God, and was 
helped to his bed. Having enjoyed a little reſt, he 
looked about him, and ſaw Tefar and his wife in 
the room: What, ſaid he, Tas, my ſon, and my 
father l art thou here l Blefſed be God that ever I 
ſaw thee ! And bleſſed be God that ever my daugh- 
ter ſaw thee ! Oh my dear Ara never forget the 
amazing providence, and the all-conquering Grace 
- of God! I am going, my dear children, I am 
gang to Chriſt, His ſalvation is EINE. to my 


*4 
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and in his love do I live. I long to be with him; 
| and I bleſs his name he is with me in this valley. 
Here is nothing terrible nor troubleſome to me. 
The diffolving of my earthly houſe of this taberna- 
cle is delightful to my faith ; nor is it in any ſenſe 
very diſtreſsful. I am going to a building of God, 
eternal in the heavens! Dear Tyan, pray with me, 
and then go home to take your reſt, Let me, if 


I live, ſee you again to-morrow, with my dear Paſ- 


tor, Dewi, and my Brethren the Elders and Deacons. 
—— Yifan prayed and took his leave, but A, his 
wife, would ftay with her father all night: And a 
pleaſant foul-refreſhing night it was, notwithſtanding 
the neceſſary feelings of natural affections. 


Tax next day all his children and grand-childrew 


came to viſit him; and to every one he recommends 
ed a very cloſe walk with God in Chriſt, He told 


them how precious Jeſus Chriſt, as the only way to 


the Father, was unto him; and that the everlaſting 
covenant of grace was now his unſpeakable comfort x 


And, aid he, what I am quickly to paſs through, 


js unto e one of the bleſſings of it. 


Neophytus, What à bleſſed ſong is that prepared 


for a poor believer — O death, where is thy fling |= 
But you ſaid the Elders were to come. 
Zpeustuf. Ves: And ſo they did: And he defired 


' Dewi to go to prayer; which he did, you may juſtly 


think, with very many tears. Then Didwy// fat up 
in his bed and faid: © 

© My dear Brethren, great is the honour your 
„ dear Redeemer hath conferred upon you, and great 
«© jy the truſt he hath committed to you. You are 


, called” 40 foed the church of God, which he 


hath 


— 


* 
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* hath purchaſed with his own blood : And I hope 
% you ſhall be helped to take heed to younelves, 
*« and to all the flock. Feed the ſheep, feed the 
*© lambs: The Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers 
of both. May you never fink into a finful neglect of 
«© duty towards the children of the church! By what 
% have obſerved, I am afraid that churches in 
« ages to come will caſt off that concern. — Keep 
<« together in the ſtricteſt bonds of love and unity. 
Watch againſt all appearance of immorality and 
« deſtructive errors. Whenever you ſee a root of 
« bitterneſs ſpringing up, delay not to remove it, 


«« leſt many be defiled. Always have an eye upon 


% them who ſeem weary of old truths, and the trod- 
« den path of chriſtianity, affecting novelties in re- 
„ ligion: Betimes reprove them that they may be 
„ ſound in the faith. Let the diſcipline, which 

„ Chriſt hath appointed in his houſe, be diligently, 
« faithfully and impartially adminiftered. You will 


« excuſe me, that I take this freedom in my de- 


«© parting hours: Through Grace, it is love to Chriſt, 

* to his church, and to you, that puts me upon it.“ 
Dei. Our dear and honoured brother, we bleſs 

the God of all grace for the comfort you now enjoy 


in the views of death, and for your precious advice, 


Your | uſefulneſs - among us hath been very great; 
_ your fellowſhip in the goſpel exceeding precious; 
and your walk and works through grace n 
— Your advantage will be our loſs. - 


- Didwyll. © Nay, my honoured Pafor, — I have 


| * been but poor and fruitleſs : Not does the com- 

« fort, which at preſent I enjoy, ariſe from the con · 

, ſideration of the leaſt degree of perfeQion' in any 
ce 
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« performance of mine. I have good reaſon to reck- 
4% on all as loſs, and rely on the righteouſneſs of 
« Chriſt alone, O, that is my life. Juſtification by 
* imputed righteouſneſs, in views of death, I find 
« pleaſant ; even as I have found it in life, ever 
6% ſince my converſion. Through grace, I am well 
« perſuaded that to die is gain, becauſe Chriſt is 
„% my life: But with regard to your loſs, if there 
«© be any, Chriſt will abundantly make it up. Wait 
e on him, and walk with him.” 
- Haelionus. Oh my dear honoured Elder, are you 
going to leave us? Great is my grief; 1 know 
not how to bear it. | 
Didæuyll. What, one of our dear Deacons! Be 
* not grieved at that; Chriſt will never leave you, 
% and the poor you will have always with you. 
* God hath called you and your brethren to a very 
% honourable work, to make a repreſentation of his 
F* mercy, that precious attribute wherein he delight- 
* eth. I do not know but you, in ſome ſenſe, may 
„have the advantage of us all; in that you are 
5 ſo converſant with duties that lead your thoughts 
«« perpetually afreſh, to the mercies and compaſſions 
* of God, I love thoſe more peculiarly under your 
care, and when I am gone, you will fee what I 
leave for you to diſtribute impartially among them. 
Be very tender, chearful and faithful in your ſer- 
% vice. What I leave. for the ſupport and encou- 
„% ragement of our precious chriſtian /chool, ſhall be 
% duly taken care of, by thoſe whom I leave in 
5 truſt. — May the Redeemer's kingdom flouriſh !”? 
Tian. My dear e how is it with you? 


ty Diel. 


* 
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 Didwyll. © The outward man decays, 4 
4 inward man is renewed, Chriſt pours into my 


«© ſoul enlarged taſtes of his glory. I am fall ef 


4. joy. Tell my dear brethren, the. church, chat l 


« die; but God will ſurely viſit them! And though | 


* their affliction ſhould increaſe, and their trials be 
« enlarged even to. perſecution and martyrdom, let 
« them not fear: Through the fiery trials the 
4 ſwelling floods G 


4 let them not in t 


en deny Chrik before men. 


will be with them. Only 


% And while you hve, 27 tow ſon, preach the grace 


** of God, that teaches perſons to deny all unrigh- 
7 reoaſnels ; and, together with my dear Paſtor, 1 
4 clare the whole counſel of God.” - 

Diauyd. O what a trial nom threatens us! 
Diel. 4% A trial! God hath fatisfied me with 
% length of days, and hath ſhewed me his ſalva- 
« tion! If lit be a trial to you; what mult it 
« be when God calls away yiqur Paſtor and Teacher! 


* That ſure will be like the over-flowings of Jordan. 


« Well, they are not to live for ever; but the great 
«© Biſhop abides: And He wilt provide for. you, I 
© hope, perſons of great grace and. abilities, ſtead - 


| « faſt in the faith, and zeatous- in the work of _ 


their Lord. — But as Elders, may your Lord be 
'« with you, to guide and direct all your ſteps be- 
* fore and among the flock! Mind your buſineſs 
1% with diligence, and rule well. And tell the 
% Elders of ſiſter churches, that their dying friend 


ee finds in his heart the deareſt love to them and 


„ the churches, and the warmeſt defires for their 
«« true proſpeiity.“ 
| Theophilus, What a brave hilt as this! 
b Epenetus. 


* 


7 
17 | 
4 


? 
P ſhine there—eſpecially _ one of them, But [ 


* 
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Dpentus. An excellent one. But they had more 
talk upon the concerns of Chriſt's kingdom here, 
and the glory of his ſaints above — the beauties of 
holineſs, and the abundant peace that Zion ſhall 
moſt certainly enjoy, &c. —— Thereupon one or two 


went to prayer, and Didzyy/! defired they would 


ling the cxvith P/alms which they endeavoured to 
do: And with many tears parted with ow op 


that night. 


Neaphytus. Pray, Epenctas, 80 oa let us have 
the laſt of him. 

Epenetus, Next day Dewi and Ye of an were Fa, | 
betimes: Found him very weak, but, by his ex- 
preſſions, his faith: ſeemed very ſtrong. They went 
to prayer: And: when prayer was over, he ſaid, 
5 He loved me with an everlaſting love, and 
e therefore with loving-kindneſs hath he drawn 


% me; I am almoſt at home: He makes my cup 


% to run over. To thy reſt, to thy reſt, O my 


* ſoul! for thy God hath dealt bountifully witk 
e thee.” His laſt words were, Let Zion flouriſh 


«©  — my dear Redeemer, I come.” —— And ſa 
that eminent chriſtian fell aſleep in the Lord; and 
Dewi and Yefan cloſed his eyes. 

Neophytus, Well, precious in the ſight of the 
Lord is the death of his ſaints! Father, ſaid Chriſt, 
T7 will that they alſo whom thow haſt given me, be 
ewith me where I am; that they may behold my glory f 


_ But, pray, how was it with Dewi. and Teſus, in 


their laſt hours? I ſhonld be glad to be favoured 
with the account of them, 
Epenetus. Wonderfully great did glorious grace 


hum 
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humbly conceive, it is not expedient at this time 
to enter upon that ſtory; for, thereby, we ſhould 
leave the church without Paffor and Teacher, or be 
carried unavoidably 'into-a zew ſtory in the ordination 
of others — the ſame for kind with what we have gone 
through. “ Pray for the peace of Feru/alem ; 
66 they ſhall proſper that love thee. Peace be with- 
4% in thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. 
« For my brethren and companions' ſake I will 
% now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of the 
__ « houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek chy good, 
e Amen. 
 . Chriftophilus, - The Eternal Spirit fill us, fill our 
Families, fill the churches, and haſten the time to 
fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of 
dur Redeemer, as the waters cover the ſea, Amp, 


«4 


1 


INDEX and GLOSSARY. 
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N. B. In the Brid words, Ch hath the genuine Hy 
of te Greek x, which, if unknown to the reader, 
may be beſt ſounded like K. — Dd hath the found 
of Th is the, F is ever ſounded like V.— 

| Ll hath a very peculiar found, ſomewhat like ethll. 
and in compoſition, the mere Engliſh reader may give. 
it the power of thi. ——C is founded like K uni- 
. ver/ally, » for which reaſon the latter hath no place 
© in the Britiſh alphabet — V is ſounded like U in 
us. — U hath @ peculiar ſound, ſotzewhat like the 
French U ir the word un. 


prone Band, for Ser. 


4 
. his werlkippltg asg the oaks of 
Mamre, 5. His idolatrous deſcendants, ibid. 
How juſtified by works, 367, and note, ibid. 
Abrahamic-promi/e, ſome reflections on it, 313, nate. 
e e Dr. his treatiſe on * RP of Can | 
378, note. 
15 Achenog, Needy. * 
Add fauyn, Kind; pron; Athowys, Ortained Baht 
. 1. | 
v z Eri: 


—— — 
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Agricola, Join, ſome account of, 399, aste. 
Alehou/e, one ſet up at Patheina, 267, How far laws 
_—.. 
difred, a proper name, fignifying; . lade, relates 
his experience to Di and Yefan, 38. Stays 
at Caerludd, 84. Becomes an aſſiſtant 1 in the chriſ- 
tian ſchool at” "Cazrluda, 174.” And a publick 
1 teacher, 166. His letter of Almilfon from bp 
tale to Caerludd, 412. 
| Ambaſſadors, two ſent from nns i . Tr 
Angle nut, Poor. 4 
Ania'nol, Natural. 
Antinomians, who the, firſt, 
4 raf, Mild; pron. Arab. How the received * 
: huſband 27 + when. be ret upped to Cat 1815 97. 
Ts viſited by. Dewi and. Th 4 2 con- 
duct on that occaſion . Propoſ N 
conference, 60. Her. converſion, 63. e her 
father Didzuyll,” 416. wk 
Arians, the genuine l of wer hypotheſis, 
378, ON 


5 3 


'S 


Some arguments for the ſobjecz and mode 4 
66. . An ordinanęe of a mixed natuxe, parily po- 
ftive and partly. moral, 68, note, "Infants have a 
Frighz tg, 69. gert, Whether a ſpecial part of the 
Paſtor's work, 96, note. Adminiſtered to.Gredgdyn, 
131. The mode of, what, 1614. r ac 

tered to Stavn child. 18g. 1 NI 

Safes, depoſed ” his 81 15. IN Jb. 

"Bibles, 


* —- % Y 


"vs whether or, Not 2, 1 ordinance, 38, 


2 


IND E X. 


Biblis, how the primitive ng: at Caerludd wers 
ſupplied with; 160. | 

Biſhops, the name and office of, 60 How many in 
Ireland at one time, 16. 


Bool, church, ohe opt at Case 146, note. 
Booth, the principle on Which his Pædobaptiſm ex- 


amined is _ 69, note. His Death of legal 
- hope, 40. . "RN 

Bradbury, his Chriftur Fu Cel Mevantmnded, 148. 

Bread, breaking of, exempliſied, 146. 

Britons, ancient, the ſubjefts of eruel ſuperſtition, 55 
Yet in their way zealous, 7074. Were favoured 
with the goſpel about the middle of the firſt cen- 
' tury, 7. How prevented from perſecuting the firſt 
chriſtian converts, 7. "ere ye to induſtry 
and exerciſe, 162. 


| By aol, Worldly. His behaviour to Dewi and 5), 445 


By buyll, Hay. 
Budd':ol, Uſeful. His conduct to Dewi and Nu. 
<a His diſcourſe at ſupper, ibid. A welſh fay-" 
Gr his, 28, note, His family ny 295 
with TINS. to rr 


as 


0 


| 1 strong: was 'A IE to a. 299. 


Is charged with it, 296. Is brought to own his 
fault, 300. A publick confeffon of His, 302. _ 
Catrlidd, the ancient Britiſh name for Lonvon, 

It ſignifies the City of Lud or Lad 4 Tobey. its 
modern Britiſh has is Llundatn, * | 
Caerba din, Bath. EY Wen Ry 
Caerg abe ut, Weg! (GS OI bs * 


Cazrl „ Glouttfer, JA ec een 
JW ft Ts. Cates 


- 
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Caero der, rige. n 
Caſar, Julius, his account t of the Dad, 4, none 
Calvini/m, older than Calvin, 74. 
Caria dus, Loving. 
Catechift, one appointed at Caerludd, 1 ; 5. 
Here, what it fignifies, 122. 0s. 
Children, their ſpecial relation · to the church, 153.2 
Care of their education, 154. Their, night) to 
. goſpel, 22 79, 312. 
Christ. philus, A Lover of Chriſt. 
Church, a goſpel church deſcribed, 8. Whether the 
Primitive churches in Britain were congregational 
or not, 17. The officers of the primitive churches, 
what, 10. Were made up of viſible ſaints, ibid, 
Flad their aſſembly of the whole church in one 
place, ibid. Churches, plurally, ſaid to be. in 
: Judia, in Galilee, in Galatia, in Macedonia, &c. 
10, 15. Had the power of chaſing their own paſtors, 
13. And of depofing them, ibid. Their eccle- 
 Gaſtical deciſions, by common conſent, 14. Their 
real glory, what, 15. Were co-ordinate, 16. That 
at Cacrludd formed, 23. Organized, 91. A, ſe- 
peration from that at Caerludd propoſed, 162. 
Rejected, 163. Renewed, 164. Approved, 166. 
Two. branches of that at Caerludd propoſed to be 
_ formed, ſeperate and independent churches, 167. 
Are formally diſmiſſed and acknowledged ſuch, 169. 
Claudia, * a Britiſh A cele MN wed nz, 
7, ee. | 
Clawddhan'ton, Southampton. , ay 
Clemens, Remanss, writes to the church of cin, 
11. His teſtimony about the-members of the pri- 
mitive church, 101d. 3 appoinrmeyt of 
2 . - biſhops 
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biſhops and deacons, 13. His advice to the re 
bellious in the church at Corinth, 14. | 

Coed-mawur, Great-wood. | 

Confeſſion, of faith, read in a preparatory meeting, 
74. And covenant, what need of them, 81. 

Covenant, church, read, 74, 116. An abſtract of 
it, 75. Whether abſolutely neceſſary, 76. May 
be differently worded, 77. Whether it ſhould be 
a written one, ibid. 

Cradeg, a proper name. He Nei meets 
his brother EAgar, 51. Is examined by Dewi and 
 Yefan, ibid. Relates his converſion, 53. Was 
very uſeful in Yefan's family, 61. Appointed: an 
aſſiſtant in the ſchool,. 154. 

Cradoct, Walter, his thoughts on the miniſterial 

work, 191, ate. 

Creda dun, Believer, He offers himſelf for baptiſm, 
129. Is examined by Jan, 130. Baptized, 131. 

Crefyddel, Religious. pron. Crevuthol, 

Cyfiawn, Righteous. pron. Cuviawn. 

M rue, Crafty. pron. Cv i. ; 

Gor dn, Stubborn, pron. Cundin. He is a grief 
to his parents, 20. Reproved by the paſtor, 
208. His ſtory reſumed, 314. Is uncommonly 

| perverſe, 315. Inſtances of his behaviour, 317. 
Apparently reformed, 318. Falls to his former 
practices, 319. Is ſeverely chaſtiſed by his father, 

- ibid, Further means for his repentance, 322. 
Continues obſtinate, 324. Shuns the church- 
meeting, to which he was ſummoned, 328. Is 
admoniſhed by the church in a letter, 331. Is 
affected with it, 332. Shakes off his conviction 
again, 333. Refuſes to appear in another church- 
U-4- +: meet- 


t * 
meeting, 334. Is excommunicated, 335. Flopes 


from his parents, 336: Goes to Llettyrdabr, 337. 
- His converſion, 338. Is the means of Tmgarr's 


converſion,” 342. Is releaſed from his ſpiritual 
bondage, in comforting another, 343. Sets up 
family worlhip, 344. Is ſent for to Cazrludd, 350. 
His future life, 351, 5 ſent a meſſenger to 
- Tiettyrdthy, 406. 
Sadie, Afibted. pron. cini 
Cyuir, True. 
Eypriah, his teſtimony about che power of the peo 
. ple, 13. And his own ordination, 14. A reſo- 
lution of his reſpecting church-government, ibid. 
His letter to Pa of Rome, ibid. Suffered 
martyrdom at Carillage, 15. | 


| * 
ad four, nominated; 93+ bet ohe eetelbed, 


109. Ordained, 124. 
Deallus, Knowing. 8 
Dada fol, Legaliſt. pron. Dole He diſturbs # 

tnetting, 355. His enifnaring letter to 

far, 358. Ts examined | the Elders, 364. 

Defends his principles, 3 xamined at a meſ- 

ſengers' meeting, 408. . a ſecond admonition 

is rejected as an heretick, 469. 

Deus, Beloved. Converted at Hy/+ydle, 19. 

"difcotragements, 20. Agreeably n 25 
"Relates his converfion to his wife, 55, | 
means of her converſion, 56. Comforts Fo 25 in 
his diſtreſs, 53, Is choſen Paſtor, 93. 
daher, What it implies, 196. | 


D#dwyll, 


IN PD E X. 


D7awyll, Sincere. His converſion, 63. His ſpeech 
at the preparatory meeting, 73. At parting with 
. F/ydaton, 84. On a day of faſting and prayer, 
9, Is appointed a Ruling Eider, 123. Takes 
bis leave of the chürch publickly, 414, His laſt 
illneſs, 416. His happy death, 421. | 
Difuant, Unfeigned. He is delegated by the church 
at Caerlu to conduct the ordmation, 114. 
Diggyfraith, Lawleſs. Diſturbs a private meeting, 
3575. His attempt to corrupt Hygar by a letter, 
360. Is examined by the Elders, 385. Defends 
his opinion, 386. After a RAS admonition is 
rejected as a heretick, 409. ö 
Bien, Inoffenſive. 
Diſputation, a publick one, how n 62. The 
ſucceſs of it, 63. 
Diwall, Careful. 
Diwyd, Diligent. Choſen a Ruling Elder, 123. 
Doadridge, Dr. his quotation from our Author, 787 
note. Striftures on it, id. His remark on the 
unpardonable ſin, 214. His thoughts on Faith 
imputed for righteouſneſs, 368, note. 
Deeth, Wile, 
Druids, Derivation of the name, 4. Their fondneſs 
for oaks and miſletoes, #bi4, Their learning, ibid. 
note. Their doctrine, 5. . followers 
of Abraham, ibid. 
Drankenneſs, the finfulneſs of, expoſed, 264 — 30g. 
Whether a publick or private offence, 570, nore. 


Diuwwiol, Godly. 
Dyfal, n Appointed e 93+ Ordain- 


ed, 124+ 
V 5. 12 LJagur, 
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Aer, a proper name. His 1 converſion; | 

. 47+ Providentially meets his brother Cradog;\ 31. 

appointed a ſchoolmaſter, 154. Called tor the” 

office of a n 155. q. 8 N . g 
166. 5 


g wan, Weak. 7510 

Zlaers, two Ruling, nomiaathll; oY Ordainzd; 123- 
Two more appointed, 162. Their | appointmend 

and authority, 101. Their work, 104. - Whether 
their office of divide inſtitution; 106, note. - * 

deſirable in a church 107, and vo. 

Eleutlierius, à Roman Biſhop, his anſwer to Lucius, 7. 

Elvan, Sent ambaſſador to Rom, 7. 

| Epenctus, A giver of praiſe to God. He, by the 
unanimous deſire of the —_ undertakes my 

_ hiſtorical narrative, 18. 

Emicxoro, its meaning, what, fo. 

Experience, a relation of, in the admiſſion of mem 

bers, 134. How far neceſſary, ibid. note. 


P 8 

Felix, eboſen Biſhop by his flock, 15. Fg 
Ffydalos, Faithful. Preaches at -Hy/rydle, 19. His 
ſermon in that neighbourhood, 26. Relates his 
experience to Dew? and Yyfen, 33. His preſents 
to them, 41. Goes to Caerludd, accompanied 
y ſeveral friends, 66. Baptizes many, idide 

s preaching chere, 69. His private inſtructions 

about church-fellowſhip, 70. His reaſons for de- 
cClining an invitation to ſettle at Caer/udd as their 
Biſhop, 79, note. | Prepares to leave Caerludd; 82 
His farewell ſermon, 8. His departure, 85. 


N 
Is accompanied part of the way home, by chrif. 
tian friends, 86. Preaches again at Caerludd, 112, 


G 


Bala rut, Sorrowful. 

Glutrony, compared with drunkenneſs 275, not 

Gobei thiol. Hope ful. 

Gofa'lus, Watchful, 

Gra. ſlaaun, Gracious. 

Gruſfydd, Strong- faith. Ordained a Ruling Elder, 162. 

Gwas tad, Conſtant. - 

Gabe ddr, Becoming. Her reception of her huſ- 
band Dewi. 55. Her converfion, 56. 

Grvirion, Honeſt, or Innocent., 


H 
Eaelionys, Bountiful, ' Appointed Deacon, 93, Or- 


dained, 124. 


Hawddgar, Pleaſant. 
| Herbert, his caution againſt drunkenneſs, 272. His 


beautiful hymn on man's being the High- prieſt 
of the dumb creation, 305. 
Heretick, what, 410. None truly moral, 7814. 
Hip, the ancient Britons not ſubject to it, 162. 
Hyday/e, Teachable. | 
Hyderus, Confident. 


Hyfryale, Pleaſant- place. 
Hygar, Amiable. Is in danger of being corrupted 


by Deadſul and Digyfraith, 357. 
I 
| Jmpofttion, of hands, whether neceſſary i in ordination 


120. | 
LE Aiſams, 
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1 t their church memberſhip, 77, 312. Their 
privilege, 78: 
U, a remarkable one at Myfryule, 27. Some ac- 
Count of another, 43. Another, 96. The fa- 
mily under great concern, 87. 
Jonatlan Ben-Iſracl, relates his experience, 141. 
Received a member, 146. Is appointed a teacher 
of Hebrew in the ſchool, 158. 
Jieſabl, of Arimathea, ſuppoſed by ſome to have 
brought the Goſpel to Britain, 7. 
FT, his teſtimony in favour of congregational 
86 churches; 15. His death, 1614. note. 
Nl, Lowly. | 
inn, how by Ws, 368, note. 


$ Kit, Lord; his book 88 church diſcipline recoms 
mended, 16, note. 


: Kc what it 1 1 50, note. 
vn, Chear 


Landlord, a godly 6b at Hy frydle, 27. Relates his 
experietice to Dewi and Nun, 40. Another 
wicked one, 44. One under Seiden, with 
his family, 87. Who afterwards falls off, 88. 

Letters; one from the church at Catrrladd to that 

at Hyftylle, 1 One from Hyfryul. to Carrludd 
read, 115. A petitionary one from a part of the 
church to the other part and the Elders, 169. 
One from the church to Cynayn, 331. One that 
© , Deddfel ſent to Hygar, 358. One from Diyy< 


aul to Hyger, 360, One from the church at 
4 ; „ ö Cacrluad. 


N D E N. 
| Eaerludd, to that at Lletiyrdur, for meſſengers; 
405. One from the church at Hy/rydle to that 
at Caerludd, being Alfred's diſmiſſion, 412 
Zluwwen, Joyful. Nominated Deacon, 93. Orduined; 
124. 
Llettyrdior, Bedford. 
Llon, Chearful. 
Lord's Supper, miniſtration of the, exemplifed, 146. 
Love, chriſtian, its uſefulneſs; 86. 
Lucius, the firſt chriſtian king, 7. How ſtiled by 
the Brivons, 8. | 888 


II 


Martialis, depoſed by his people, 18. 
Meddavyn, Tippler. Overtaken in liquor, 289. Re 
proved, ibid. Admoniſhed, 279. Its apparent 
good effect, 282. Relapſes, ibid, Further exas 
mined, 283. Adnioniſhed a ſecond time, 285. 
Is vifited by Porihavyo!, 287. Reclaimed, 288. 
His publick confeſſion, 291. Re- admitted to fel · 
lowſhip, 294. | 
Medtwan, ſent to Rome, 7. 
Meetings, preparatory, 73. How condutted, 74. Pris 
vate, how conducted, 159, 161. 
Members, church, how admitted and rejected in C. 
prian's time, 15. At Caerludd, 129, 133. Ex- 
emplified in Uniawn, 134. In Torathan Din-. 
rael, 141. 
M. Nugers, ſent from Rome to Corinth, 16. Appointed 
to go from Hyfrydle to Caerludd, go, Arrive at 
* Caerludd, 113. How received, 114. Sent for in 
the caſe of Deddfol and Digyfraith, 402 
Mzth-y-gliyn, a fermented liquor made of honey. 
| Moe, 


N D E x. 

Miſtetoe, held ſacred by the Druids, 5. The cere- 
mony of cutting it, ibid. note. 

Moeraliqy, why not ſufficient for ek memberſhip; 


71. 
Mæuyned Affable. 


Mini, a- converted, ee 191. 
N 


- Neommians, what, 32. 


 Neophytus, A young Chriſtian, or Novice, 
0 | 
Owen, Dr. his treatiſe on the * of Chriſt r&- - 
commended, 381. 

Oat, the inhabitants of Porheina' met under a ſpread- 
ing, 5. 

Offence, private, exem plified, in Egwan 15 Hyderus, 
237- A happy end put to it, 239. In Cyfaws's 
fervant and Byrbwyll, 240. Byrbwyll refuſes to 
acknowledge it, 242. Who is viſited by Cyfawn 
and two brethren, 243. Is brought to repentance, 


"245. In Gavirion and Cyfrwys, 246. Cyfrwys 
rejects Gavirion's reproof, 247- The church in- 


formed of it, 154. Debated in a church meeting, 
248. Happily ended, 250, In Diwail and Di- 
niwed, 251. Diwall rejects admonition, 253. 
Debated in a church meeting, 254. Evidences 
againſt Diwall, 258. Diwall is publickly ad - 
moniſhed of it, 261. Is excommunicated, 262. 
Ofence, publick exempliſied, in e 269. P ube 
lickly- debated, 272: "= 

Cn What, in the church, 945. | . 


» — 


IN D E X. 
Ordinations, primitive, not pompous, 113. Modern 


diſſenting, how conducted, 121, note. That of 


Yefan and Dewi, 114+ Of the ruling Elders, 
123. Of Deacons, 124- 

Origen, his teſtimony about the members. of the 
Rey 1 12. His death, ibid. note. - 


P 


Pædobaptiſin, the common arguments for it, 66, notes 
Some ſtrictures on, 68. 

Parker, his account of Lucius, 7, note. | 

Paſtor, whether he may regularly adminiſter = 

_ Euchariſt to different churches, 81, note. His name 
and office, 94- His qualifications and work, 95. 

Penca'ers Exeter. | 

Paul, St. ſuppoſed to have been in Britain, 7. 

Philalethes, A lover of truth. | 

Philotogus,, A lover of learning. , 

Pliny, His account of the Druids, 5. 

Potheina, Deſirable, Delightful. Its fituation dee 
ſcribed, 1. Its happy inhabitants, 2. The cuſ+ 
tom of its inhabitants, 184. Converſation, 3. 

Porilauyol, Helpful. 

Pelagius, what tenets he held, 373, note. 

Peters, Hugh, a remarkable anecdote of his, 267. 

Places, of worſhip, propoſals for new, 162, Two 
prepared and nel, 166. Supplied in rotation, 
ibid. 

Prayer, Yefan's firſt, 23. 

Preaching, the firſt at Caerluda, 64+ What is 3 
proper authority for, 65. | 


Prodferih, Home ly. . 8 
7 


| 
! 
| 


f N UNE * 
ad, Prudent, or Serious : 
, Providence, the wenden of, 17. 
ye 
Rollin, a eee f from, on baude, 56. 


ee Viren 


Romans, their conqueſt of the Britons, * en 
© 66 


"> ng 1 
8 the texts and wme heads" er, _ 355 wy 
70, 83, 117, 112, 113, 120, 125, 127, 128, 1325 
134, 136, 142, 146, 147, "59% 182, 155, 641 
323, 40%, 409. 
School, chriſtian, appbinted, 154. Atvuviage of a, 
188. The principal deſign of that at Dalat, 
158. Its rules, what, 159. | 
Septuagint, its verſion of Gen. Jes 18. ” Trans 
ſcribed, 160. | 
Sabinks, thiſen Biſhop by his flock; 1 
Simon, Zeloter, ſuppoſed by ſome to be the Art thas 


brought the Goſpel to Britain, 7.  Direthens's 


account of him, 17, rose. 
Siriol, Cour tedus. 
Sin, unpardohable, 273. ea 
Srophyn, remarkable iiiſtances of it, 300. 
bubheriptious, for the miniſter's ſupport, moved Sy 
Haelionys and Diwyd, 152. Encouraged, 153. 
Syllogiſticus, a Reaſoner. | 
Fy nod, or aſſociations, their uſe, 403. 
Synwyrol, Thoughtful, or Senſible. 
Suppery a remarkable one, 270 
9 | Cacitar, 


= 


K 8 
" T — | 
} Facitus, his account of the Druids' devotion; . g. 
Teacher, his name and office, 98. Whether his of- 
fice differs from that of a Paſtor, ibid. note. 
Tertullian, his teſtimony about primitive churcly 
members, 12. 
' Theophilus, A Lover of God. 
4 h Tirion, Gentle... 
Toſfuriol, Pitiful. His conduct to Dewi and Van; 244 
Tri, Heavy-hearted. 
5 Tyner, Tender-hearted. 
Trif-Anrhaith, Deſolate- town. 


E. 


">a Une 


Uſher, his account of in W 16. 


mer E the tk If give 7. Often 
beautiful, 177. * 

Fifits, fixed FS for chriſtian, 173. At tis Paſtor's 
houſe, 174. Exemplified, in Crefyddol; ibid. Int 
Tyner, 177. In Kon, 182. In Tawel, 184. In 


ö F * Aud, 186. In Ufydd, 187. At the Teacher's 
2 . houſe, 191. Exemplified in Gœfalus, 193. In 

Ewan, 197. In Cyfiawn, 198. In Rhinweddol, 
4 4 199. In Prydferth, 202. In Synwyrol, 203. In 


| Gobeithiol, 206. In Mawvynidd, 207. In Cynayn, 
* 208. In Cariadus, 210. In Duwiol, 212. In 
Hyddyſc, 214+ Of the Ruling Elders, not on 
fixed days, exemplified, in Diwall, 218. In Ae, 
220. In Anianol, 221. In Prada, 224 In Moe 


Lol, 


1 * DE X 


Al. itil. In Lpmuil, 227. In Howddgar, if; 
In on 231. In Siriel, 232. In Galarusy 
2344 In 77%, 23 . Tn Cyftuddiol, 236. 


„ {Ha 


W:ithut, Ae to, 368, 369, 372. | 

* Women, none ſuffered to ſpeak in the church, 929 
_ Woolen-manufafures, an account of, 266, note. 

roll, Mr. a remarkable ſaying of, 192, note. 


Ph 


2: fan, Gift of Grace, His converſion, 19. Openg 
his mind to Dewi, ibid, His prayer, 23. How 
received by his wife, 57. Relates his converſion 
to her, 59. Sets up family duty, 61. His call 

to be a Teacher, gi. Ordained, 93. | 

Fmgaic, Iaquiſitive. His firſt acquaintance with Cyne 
Sn, 340. His converſion, 341. Goes to Cacr- 
ludd, 345. Is entertained by Cyndyn's parents, 

346. Gives an account of the work at Llettyrs 
dr, 348. Informs them of Cynayn's name, 350 
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Tatended fo be publiſhed, as foon ar the Author's 
| other E 'ngagements will permit, 


ANTIPADOBAPTISM 
EXAMINED: 


o „ ® 
A STRICT AND IMPARTIAL 
INQUIRY 
INTO THE 
NATURE AND DESIGN, SUBJECTS 
8 AND MODE OF 
* A P T I 8M 


INCLUDING, ALso, 
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE NATURE OP 


POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS 
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8 OCCASIONAL STRICTURES ON 
HUMAN CEREMONIES 
IN WALTER OP | 
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1 faid, I will arfeny alſo ny part, I alſo will flewy. 
mine opinion. Jos XXIII. 17. 
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